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"What To Teach and 33w
Teach It.

Address of E. B. Ware, delivered before the
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The impertance of these questions,
in, connection with the Sunday schoel
work will, I presume commend itself
to the thoughtful mind of every Sun-
day school teacher. The benefit of
the school te the church and the world
depends largely upon what is taught
in it, and its success as an auxilliary
to the church in the salvation of souls,
depends largely upon the cempetency
of those to whom is entrusted the re-
sponsible position of teachers. In or-
der to know what to teach, it is im-
portant to know what is the object of
the teaching in the Bible school
Every effect aust have its adequate
cause, and every adequate cauce will
have its corresponding effect-—there-
fore in determning, what to teaeh it
becomes necessary to inquire what is
the grand object of the Sunday school
work. There must be an abject con-
stantly befere the mind of the teacher,
in order to determiné the character of
the teaching and the best method of
its application. The machinest who
constructs a machine has constantly
before his mind the work that the
machine is to perfm'n;. If it is an en-
gine to run gn a railroad and draw a
train of cars, he constructs it with that
end in view ; every wheel is adjusted
and every shaft is turned with refer-
ence to the work that the machine is
to accomplish.’ If a father desires his

son educated in the !law, the faithful
teacher will keep constantly before his
mind the objeet of the son's educdticn,
and will try to store "his mind with
that knoledge that will be most bene-
ficial to him in his chosen profession.

The captain who starts his vessel
from San Franeisco to Pertland, Ore
gon, with a cargo and passengers on
board, has one grand objeet before his
mind, and that is, to land the vessel
and passengers safely in the port of
their destination ; and every sail un-
furled to the breeze, every signal given,
and every turn of the helm are made
with reference to this one great end.
So in the Sunday scheol there is one
grand object in view, one point to be
gained, and must never be lost sight
of, or all may be lost; and that is the
salvation of the child, the winning
of the soul to Christ—the fitting and
the preparing of the child fer the
presence of Go ), and the company of
angels. This is the grand object that
should be constantly in the mind of
the faithful teacher. Now what ever
is Lest caleulated to accomplish  this
wo k, to reach this end, is the thing

t« « taught.

We read that God so leved the
weorld that he gave his only begotten
son to suffer and to die, that whoso-
ever belioved in him might not perish
bat ha: everlasting life, Here we
have th - cround of our future hope
clearly -tted. It is the love of God
a= mani -t in the death of his sen,
orin otiv .t ords, the Gospel. Hence
the very i+ thing to be taught in the
Bible schiv i+ the Gospel as Gods
power t « From the young folk’s
Bible ¢ n' to the buds of
promis, antly before them
the “ol« * Jesus and his
fove™ v ~vy nee the o moC.
card, th vie story book,
with sen: a the hands of
the tea: .. “T'hese things
sught not - Vhatwecall the
sabbath «c! ir, Vinzent, is,
surictly spe lo school, and
the B! be the only
tert bool . the Alpha and
the Om«, « taught there-
in. But he Bible the
teacher =i . r to teach the
whole of 11, ordinamees as
well as its s,

We may children the

. megative dut: decalogue but
this does nut n against the
shafts of o elity, If we
would shape 13t teach them
that religion :g more than

| should be taught to the exclusion of

a cold morality, that it is a divine and
an energizing power in the heart and
soul of man destroying the love of sin,
and ereating him anew in Christ Jesus
unto good werks. If we would love
our children, we must teach them that
they are in need of a Savior, that they
must be converted, that they must be-
come members of the church of the
living God.

In the second place we sheuld teach
practical religion in the Sunday school.
“What!" says and individual, “ teach
children the practical duties of the
Christian life 77 Most certainly. It
should mever be forgotten that the
Bible school is, in one sense, a train-
ing school. We are fitting and pre-
paring the children for the trials and
conflicts of the Christian life. We
must teach them, then, to run with
patience the race before them, to fight
the good fight of faith, to be valliant
soldiers of the cross. To be fore-
warned, it is said, is to be forearmed. |
By teaching the children practica.li
religion, the duties and obligations of
the Christian life, we thus forewarn
and forearm them against the evil
day. ' .
'| Children should be taught to pray |
for the chureh, to work for the church
and to contribute of their means to |
the support of the church. Thus
taught, when they are translated from
the Sunday school to the church,
they will begin at once to bear fruit
to the glory of God and the salvation
of souls.

“Teach them,” says the blessed
Savior, “To observe all things what-
soever | have said unte youand lo! I '
am with vou alway even unto the:
end of the world” “All Scripture,"i
says an apostle, “ is given by inspira- |
tion of God, and is profitable for doe-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God may be perfeet,
thoroughly furnished unto every
good work.” So then we see that
the Holy Seriptures contain all things
necesssary to fit and qualify us for
every good word and work in the
kingdom of God. Therefore they

everything else in the Bible school.

I close this department of my sub-
ject with the following - conelusion,
that the primary object of the Sunday
school teaching being the winning of |
souls te Christ, and the training of |
children to a life of usefulness in the
church; and that the Bible in its
truths, its facts, its commandments,
its promises, and its threatenings be-
ing the means ordained of Ged, by
which this result is-to be obtained ;
therefore, the Bible, and the Bible
alone, should be censtantly taught in
the Bible school, to the exclusion of
everything else.

We next notice, “ How to teach
the Bible.”

We notice first. There must be
preparation. There can be no success
without it. A teacher t.hst.}wonld
make it a practice in our common
schools or colleges, to appear before
his class unprepared to teach them,
would soon be dismissed, and a Sun-
day school teacher who does not feel
an interest in the work sufficient to
make preparation for it, should give
place to those who do. There should
[ be of heart, (and T would
say just here that I would have no

only be had by earmest prayer and |
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ask yourself questions about it, get
fixed ideas of your own in reference
to it, then, if you have time, consult
commentaries and other helps.

In teaching the Bible we should
never forget its divine origin. That
God is its author, that it is God
speaking to man. Again, we should
never forget the central thought, run-
ning through the entire volume, and
that is the redemption of man. The
Bible is too often loeked upon as a
kind of a religious scrap book, filled
with moral and religions sentiments,
placed there especially as texts for
sermons; hence many read it and try

to study and teach it without any

referrence to its unity and harmeny-

The committee of the International
Series of Sunday School Lessons has
‘furnisheq for seven years a most
happy selection of lessons, in which
this unit line of the Bible is clearly
seen in every lesson, commencing
with the creation and fall of man,
and ending, after a study of seven
years with his complete restoration.
But it must be remembered that the
Bible, while it is a harmonious whole,
has also its parts, its divisions, and
its sub-divisions. Our national con-
stitution forms one grand system of
government for the entire people of
the United States. But that system
is divided into states, territories,
8ities, counties, and townships, all
forming one harmonious system of
government. Likewise, the Bible is
one book ; it has one origin, yet it
has its many divisions, its several
parts, its special and its general laws,
and he who would study and teach
the Bible as a whole, must study and
teach it in referrence to its parts.
The Bible is made up of 66 different
books, written by 38 different per-
sons, living at different periods in the
world’s history, covering altogether
more than 1,500 years. . -

Again, the history of the Bible em-
braces three dispensations of God's
dealings with man. The Patriarchal,
from Adam to Moses; the Mosaic,
from Moses to Christ; the Christian,
from Christ to the present. He or
she who teaches the Bible wisely, will
teach in reference to these dispensa-
tions.

Again, there+ are the proper di-
visions of the word of truth, which
must not be forgotten in teaching.
Paul says to Timothy, “Study, to
show thyself approved unte God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.”

I here suggest a few questions
which should-enter -into the-investi-
gation of every lesson :

1. Where is the lesson found? Is
it in the Old Testament or the New ?
[s it in the law, the prophets, or the
Psalms? Is it in the Gospels, the
Acts, the letters to Christians, or the
Revelations 7 By these questions we
make the child familiar with the
proper division of the word of God.

Again, Who wrote this lesson? To
whom was it written? To Jews or
Gentiles? te Jews or Christians? te
believers or umbelievers? Under
what dispensation did the writer live,
and those to whom he wrote? What
were the circumstances under which
he wrote? What was the chief de-

sign of the writing? —These, and’

many kindred questions, the impor-
tance of which will be seen at once,
are necessary to a proper understand-
ing of the Word, and often shed much
light on the lesson under considera-
tion. Geography, chronology, and
history, are three important things to
be taughtin the teachings of the Bible.
csn be no successful teaching

1

gets up to talk about the * mistakes
of Moses,” there will be children, as
there are now, all over the land, who
caa point out the glaring mistakes of
the speaker, and gross misrepresenta-
tions of Bible history and Bible facts.

1 conclude with a few suggestions
in reference to how to teach the
lesson. Many teachers seem to have
no method or system at all in teach-
ing. They persue a kind of a hap-
hazard course, teaching whatever
happens to suggest itself to their
minds at the time. This is most
destructive of all progress in Serip-
ture knowledge and of the welfare of
the pupil. One great mistake in
teaching. often, is in the attempt of
the teacher to teach too much. We
often spend too much time about the
“mint, anis and cummin,” and omit
the weightier matters of the law.
I knew a teacher to spend a whole
hour with his class diseussing the
question, Where did Cain get his wife?
I heard of another teacher who spent
an hour with his class trying to prove
that the Ethiopian Eunoch was a
Jew. Feolish and unlearned ques-
tions, says-Paul, averd, knowing that
they do gender strife. The teacher
should “try to get at the central
thought of the lesson ; and everything
else that is. in the lesson skould, as
far ‘as possible, be arranged to illus-
trate and impress upon the mind of
the class that central thought. Christ,
the great teacher, is our example in
‘teaching, as in everything else, and
his manner and method of teaching
shoyld be the constant study of the
faithful Sunday school teacher. There
is seldom more than one peint to be
illustrated and enforced by any one of
his most beautiful parables. His
words were such as a child could un-
derstand, and the peint of the dis-
course was generally readily under-
stood by all. The first thing in teach-
ing a clads, “is to interest it. The
second is te impress it with the
lesson. In order to do this there are
two things to be remembered ; first,
that children are more fleshly than
spiritual, and secondly that their
minds are not strong; hence the im-
portance of knowing the capacity of
each member of the class, and of ar-
ranging the lesson to meet the capacity
of all. But to interest others we
must be interested ourselves; to im-
press others we must be impressed.
No teacher or preacher ever succeeded
in interesting others in that in which
he himself was not interested. But
in order to awaken this interest and
make the desired impression, it is
necessary for the teacher to come in
sympathy with his class, he must
humble himself and become as a little
child in the humbleness of his heart
and disposition, if he would gain their
affections and fill their hearts with
the love of the truth. It was the
human sympathy manifested in the
life of the Savior that drew the wmul-
titudes after him and caused them to
listen with bated breath to the words
that fell from his pure lips.

It is the manifestation of human
sympathy in the death and sufferings
of Christ that binds the human heart
to him to-day. "

It is said of a missionary semt to

labor among the slaves of a foreign |

ooy, theh Ba spet years of Asil
and faithful labor without witnessing
a single conversion, he could arouse
no interest in the hearts of those for
whom he labered. and
heart, broken he knew not what to do
to awaken their interest and enlist

leve,” the result of which was the-
conversion of thousands
ligion of Jesus. gl

In this touching incident we have a.

all successful teaching in our efforts
to win souls to Christ.

Finally, my faithful teachers and
fellow workers in the grand army of

this the grandest and noblest work of
life, but let us ever remember

the promise is that in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not. And O
the brightness of that teacher's crown
and the fulness that teacher's reward,
if, at the end of the race, when we all
stand in the presence of God and his
Lamb, when the loved omes of our
class on earth are gathered around us,
we can look on the face of the blessed
Savior, and say, here Lord, are all
these that thou didst give us on earth,
and none of them is lost.
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What Might Be.

The difference between what is and
what might be, and ought to- be is.
great. I refer now to the moral con-
dition of the Church and the world.
Begin at horge with myself, and my
own church. I might be a muck bet-
ter man and minister than [ am. I
am painfully econscioys of many re-
speets in which 1 wight be so. 1
migit be wore Christ-like and holy;
I might be more godly in wy walk
and couversation ; I might be a man
of more faith, and se of more power
with God in prayer; I might be more
faithful in all duties; I might prepare
better sermons, and preach them bet-
ter. Indeed, there is no respect in
which I might not be -better than I
am.

And as regards the members of my
chureh, they might all be better than
they are. The best of them are mot
as good as they might be, and ought
to be. And the greater part of them
fall far below the standard to which
they might attain. There is too

them : “ What do ye more than oth-
ers 7" They attempt less for Christ,
and do less for him, than they should-
They are not as self-denying and as
benevolent as becomes the disciples of
Him whe, though he was rich, yet for
their- sakes became poor, that they
through his poverty might be rich.
Their prayers are hindered by their
coldness, their unbelief, and their im-
proprieties., In short, the standard of
piety in the church might, and ought
to be, far higher than it is,

indeed so, both as regards pastor and
church. Suppose that we were all

then, should we be in all this commu-
nity 7 How great for goed would be
our influence upon the impenitent
around us? How would the mouths
of gainsayers be stopped, and how
would infidelity be put to flight, and
how would imiquity blush and hide
ita head? How prevalent, then,
would be our prayers, and how would

tion of the Spirit? What numbers
would be converted to Christ, and how
would his kingdom be advanced
among us? And what an influence

forcible illustration of the pringiple of

much oceasion for it to be asked of

And now we suppese that it were -

what we might be. What a power,

to the re- %

the Gospel be preached in demonstra-

‘would go forth from among us, even
to the ends of the earth ?—¥, Y. Ob.

~—Nineveh was !-'OIM miles

eight miles wide, and forty-six roiles
around, with a wall one hundred feet-
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the Lord, let us not grow weary in =
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do, he went to the chief of the tribe,

tion and prayer he roselved what to |
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high, and thick e for three char-
~—“We don't know & - _
remarked & professer, “and we don't '




