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Worth Telling.
—
From the Land of Flowers.
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We are permitted to make extracts 
from letters of sister Emma Campbell 
to her friends in this vicinity, written 
from St. Augustine, Florida It is 
needful to explain that she is caring 
for a sick sister, who is trying the re- 
medieval effects of the climate. From 
a letter dated Feb. 18th, we extract 
the following:

St Augustine is a queer old place. 
I think we can spend the time here 
very pleasantly for a. month or two, 
but nothing could induce me to live 
here. The climate is mild and pleas­
ant. A soft pleasant breeze from the 
ocean blows almost continually. It 
seems very strange to see roses in ful 
bloom and orange trees laden with rip|. 
fruit. They tell us that vegetation i> 
very backward, owing to the cold win| 
ter, and it is not so warm as we ex* 
pected to find it. Still I seldom w< 
a wrap when I go out to walk. Th, 
old Spanish fort built in 1595, stands 
not far from our boarding place. It is 
built of “Coquine;” a sort of shell 
rock. The old mast is still to be seen 
and the arrangements for flooding it 
with water from the sea. We crossed 
on a wooden bridge where the old 
draw-bridge used to be. There is an 
old Cathedral here that looks as if it 
were a thousand years old. Remains 
of the wall that once surrounded the 
town can still be seen, and the old 
gateway with its Bentry boxes on each 
side still stands.

From a second dated the 11th insL 
we quote as follows :
’ •* We were out on an exploring ex­
pedition this morning, and took quite 
a long walk.- It was very warm, and 
we were obliged to sit down in the 
shade to rest several times. The or­
ange trees are beginning to bloom now, 
and look -very pretty covered at the [ 
same time with ripe fruit and fresh 
blooms, ‘ Lemon trees ire not very a- 
bundant. I do not know why. We 
saw about a dozen lemon trees grow­
ing in one grove among the orange 
trees. Some of them were almost in 
bloom. The buds resembled apple 
buds more than orange. They are 
larger but a little more of a purple 
than apple buds. The lime floweis 
are like orange blooms only smaller. 
Some of the trees here are splendid, 
the magnolias are prettier than any 
other I think. They are not in bloom 
yet but the foliage is such a rich, dark 
green. Some of the live oaks are pret­
ty but nothing to com|>ared with our 
northern oaks. The long Spanish 
moss looks very pretty growing over 
them. They fight the Spanish moss 
in orange groves here just as northern 
people do poison-ivy. The wild olive 
trees are in bloom now. The palmet­
to and different kinds of palm are 
more interesting as curiosities than for 
remarkable beauty—aocording to my 
notion. Next to magnolia in my op­
inion comes acacia. The bloom is net 
very pretty but the foliage is, aad the 
iong branches droop like the willow. 
It ia an evergreen in this climate. 
We went into a yard yesterday where 
we saw the prettiest collection of flow­
ers we have yet seen The greatest 
variety of roses, calla lilies, (growing 
in the open ground) pinks, verbenas, 
blooming acacia, latana, spirea or bri- 
dat wreath. gillyflower and others J- 
do not remember the names of. It 
seems too bad that every body here 
does not cultivate some flowers when, 
with little care they can have such a 
variety. But very few people have 
any. I dont think any body has 
them except the northern people who 
come here.

Evi.mng. Well, I suspended long 
enough to eat my dinner, go to the 
lighthouse on Anastasia Island, and eat 
my supper. We enjoyed the trip to 
the lighthouse very much indeed. Wc 
went over there once before, but the 
keeper hail gone away and carried the 
key with him, and we could not get 
in. This time he was there and very 
polite and kind in answering our 
questions. A widow lady from Wash-
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I began a meetiug here, near Dunbar, 
'Washington county, O., on the 1st inst., 
■which promises happy result«. Two 
excellent Christian families. (Vanvaly 

- and Alexander) settled here six years 
ago, and, with monthly visits by Elder 
Joseph M. Nugent, of Marietta, a min­
ister of long and excellent standing» 

• -are surely and steadily laying the 
foundation for a church that will be 
permanent and prosperous.

Attention is invited to three things 
which, doubtless, w ill be interesteng 
and profitable to the public.

I. The wisdom, and the regard also, 
for the authority of Christ, manifested 
by these brethren here and by Bro. 
Nugent, in not forcing an organization 
in violation of the divine rule record­
ed in 1 Tim. iii. The little band of, 
Disciples here has been content to be 
under the pastoral care of an Evange­
list for years, and the happiest results 
have followed, (a) They have avoided 
Che difficulties, confusion and disgrace 
which a hurried and unscriptural or­
ganization is sure to produde, (b) 
They have done better mentally and 
morally, and command a higher re­
spect under the watchcare of Bro. N. 
who began the work here, than they 
would or could have done by a prema­
ture organization and by depending 
on occasional meetings by transient 
preachers. Let no one suppose that a 
transient preacher is necessarily a 
tramp and trashy preacher. Yet it is 
certainly true that churches largely 
depend on transient preaching for 
epiritual food, are, comparatively 
epeaking likely to be imposed on.

2. During the years that Bq>. Nu­
gent has been cultivating this new 
field be has so managed the interests 
of the cause of Christ as not to insult 
.and drive away the people. Getting 
their ears he has their hearts; several---- ■ • -------- - .* _.

~ persons here have obeyed the gospel
tinder his kind and faithful labors.

3. Some three miles from the school- 
honse in which the brethern meet is a
Presbyterian Church. Winter before 
last ovir 50 applied for membership at 
a meeting conducted by Rev. S., In 
the month of May following, Mr. S., 
on the same day that he baptized 
ejuite a number, baptizedt'ten of those 
applicants. But before the day of im­
mersing came, he circulated tracts and 
preached against immersion—notwith­
standing he had announced previous­
ly even during his protracted effort, 
that he would immerse those who 
wished it. Query. Why is it that 
aermons do not have to be preached 
and tracts written to prove that im­
mersion is baptism ? Is it because 
tbe people readily see that, by reading 
the New Testament ? But after Mr.
S. circulated his tracts and preached 
earnestly to show that sprinkling is 
baptism,—the ten who had demanded 
immersion demanded it still. Indeed 
one of the fifty did still better. De­
daring his unwillingness to delay 
obedience to Christ and to be bap­
tized by an unbaptized preacher, he 
was Mccxidin^lv
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baptized by Bro.
Nugt-nr mi i ■» p remains what his
faith an<i i I m*de him, a dis-
ciple oi Inn»
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ington City who has been here ever 
since we came, and who is very pleas­
ant and kind, went with us. A color­
ed man took us over in a row boat. 
When we get over there I did not 
think Ella and Mrs. Bowen ought to 
to try to go to the top, for it is 235 
steps from bottom to top. But “ Ben" 
(the colored boatman) said “ de Bick 
ladies must see de whole ob it,” and 
taking Ella in one arm, mounted the 
stairs with as much ease as I did. 
ERainsistod^upon walking part of the 
way, but he would net allow her to, 
and when we came down would carry 
her back' to the boat. When I paid 
him for takiug us over, I paid him for 
carrying her, but he said "Oh! I didn’t 
charge ahything for carrying de lady.” 
The view from the top, of St. Augus­
tine, the Island, and the ocean was 
worth the trouble of climbing twice as 
high, to say nothing of the wonderful 
^apparatus inside of the lighthouse. I 
eap’t tell you about it this time, but I 
thjpk you would find it exceedingly 
profitable to take a trip to Illinois just 
to see what I kriow abont lighthouses. 
—Record and Evangelist.

Fohi» in the course of his wander­
ings, coming to a village, knocked at 
the door of a rich woman and begged 
permission to enter. “ What!" said 
she, “ do you think I receive into my 
house every roving vagabond ? No, 
indeed; it would be unbefitting a 
respectable woman ! Go your way !"

Then he went to the cottage of a 
poor woman,’ who at once kindly beg­
ged him to enter. ‘ She set before him 
the only food she had, a little goat’s 
milk, broke a piece of bread into it, 
and said : “ May Fohi bless it, that 
we may both have enough-"’ She 
then prepared for him a couch of 
straw; and when he fell asleep, per­
ceiving that he had no shirt, she sat 
up all ni^ht and made him one out of 
some linen she had made by her own 
hard labor. In the morning she- 
brought it to hrm, begging he would 
not despise her poor gift. After 
breakfast she accompanied him a 
little way, and,at parting Fohi said: 
" May the first work you undertake 
last until evening!” When she 
home, she began to measure 
linen, to see how much was left; 
she went on measuring, and did 
come to the end of it until the even­
ing, when her house and yard were 
full of linen; in short, she did not 
know what to do with her wealth.

Her rich neighbor, seeing this, was 
sorely vexed, and she resolved that 
such good fortune should not escape 
her again. After some months, the 
traveler came once more to the 
village; the rich woman went to meet 
him, pressed him to go to her house, 
treated him with the best food she 
had, and in the morning brought him 
a shirt of fine linen, which she had 
made some time before; but all night 
she had kept a candle burning in her 
room, that the stranger, if he awoke, 
might suppose she was making his 
shirt. After bteakfast she accom­
panied him out of the village, and 
when they parted he said : “ May the 
first work you undertake last till even­
ing !”

She went her way home, thinking 
■the whole time of her linen, anticipa­
ting its wonderful increase ; but just 
then her cows began to low. “ Be­
fore I measure my linen,” she said, " 1 
will quickly fetch the cows some 
water.” But when she poured the 
water into the trough her pail never 
emptied; she went on pouring, the 
stream increased, and soon her house 
and yard were all under water, the 
neighbors complained that everything 
was ruined ; the cattle were drowned, 
and with difficulty she saved her own 
life, for the water never ceased flow­
ing until the setting of the sun.—Ex.

An Egyptian Wedding.

An American lady residing at 
Cairo, writes as follows, descriptive of 
an Egyptian wedding :

Hessan Bey was to take to his 
harem one of the^ belles of Heluan 
Heluan.is a watering-place that thè 
Vice-King wishes shall eclipse the 
famous bathing places of Europe. It 
is a little green island not far from 
Cairo ; it is dotted with gleaming 
white-houses, in the midst of an im­
mense glittering desert bordered by 
the Nite. J

The women of Egypt look upon 
the place as a sort of Eden, where 
they can purchase all sorts of bijou­
terie and Parisian nothings, and 
spend their pocket-money as reck­
lessly as their .more civilized sisters 
across the waters.

But to return to the marriage. 
Through the courtesy of Hessan Bey, 
I was a wedding guest. He escourted 
me to the door of the bride’s house, 
and there left me. Placing my right 
hand over my left upen my breast, 
according to the custom. I entered, 
and the woman who guarded the door 
conducted me to the room prepared 
for me. I finished my toilet quickly 
and went into the saloon, and soon 
after my entrance, the bride, with all 
her attendants, eame from the path 
and entered the room. It was a 
bright-colored picture. First came 
the slaves and servants of the house ; 
in their right hands they held wax­
candles, in their left a green basin 
which contained henna for coloring 
the nails; the bride followed with 
her guests. She wore a creamy em­
broidered silk, with a violet-blue 
over-dress that was fastened at the 
waist by a girdle set with diamonds ; 
the little arched feet were encased in 
pearl-embroidered slippers ; the little 
cap upon her head set with precious 
stones, and her long, black, shining 
hair rippled over her shoulders, half­
concealed by a gold tissue veil. When 
she was seated, they painted her 
nails, the palms of her hands, her feet 
an orange yellow, and then bound 
them in white linen. After this oper- 
ationehe retired-from 
guests remained, drank coffee, ate 
confections, and cakes, smoked dainty 
cigars and watched the dance of the 
bayaderes, listened to the songs of the 
Almahs and chattered as only a crowd 
of women can do over an approaching 
wedding. The next day, the day of 
the wedding, the bride was led under 
a purple and gold canopy to the house 
of the bridegroom. We followed and 
went up the stope stairs to the ves­
tibule of the harem. Here coffee and 
fine confections were served. Then 
the bride’s guests returned to her 
home to await the arrival of the 
bridegroom’s mother, who leaves the 
house when he enters to claim his 
bride. And this ends the ceremony. 
—Ex.

Pascal’s Profession of Faith.

I love poverty because Jesus Christ 
loved it I love property because it 
affords the means of assisting the 
wretched. I keep faith with all. I 
do not render evil unto those who in­
jure me, but I wish them a condition 
like mine, in which neither evil nor 
good is received on the part of man. 
I try to be just, true, sincere, and 
faithful to all men ; and I have a ten­
derness of heart for those with whom 
God has closely united me; and

men, I perform all my actions as in 
the sight of God, who is to judge 
them, and to whom I have devoted 
them all. These are iny convictions; 
and I bless every day of my life my 
Redeemer who has inspired me with 
them, and who, of a man full of weak­
ness, wretchedness, concupiscence, 
pride and ambition, has made a man 
exempt from all these evils by the 
force of His grace, to which all the 
glory is duq, for in myself are only 
wretchedness and error.—Ex.

At tbe best we all go stumbling along 
in the mists of this life, and cannot see 
the consequences of our own note to our 
selves or others ; but through all mischief 
and mistake it is sure to come right at 
last with thosejrho trust God—else were 
life a failure, and annihilation a grace.

▲ Chinese Parable.
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The Innocent Sohoolmaster.

He doesn't know very much. He 
can ask the questions laid down in- 
his text-book, and determine with a 
good degree of accuracy whether the- 
answers are repeated correctly. He 

, carries a pen over his ear, a stick in 
, his right hand, and a book in his 

j pocket. He considers it of much 
more importance to secure obedience 
and submission than intellectual dis- 

! cipline. He frequently says: “ Learn 
your lesson ! If you ask any ques- 

I tions you shall be punished ! It is 
not, for you to know the reason why f 
Wiser heads than yours or mine have 
written these books, and it is your 
duty to learn what is written, and 
mine to make you do it! Study !!"" 
He requires absolute, unquestioning 
Submission! He neither thinks for 
himself nor permits his pupils to do 
so. He believes his books, and fol­
lows his nose. He is the sworn 
enemy of moral schools, teachers’ in­
stitutes, and universal free education. 
With new text-books he has_
patience, and takes no special interest 
in new inventions ; in fact, he rather 
more than half believes that Edison is 
a humbug. He dai’y puts on the 
skull-cap of his own ignorance, and 
lives in the fogey atmosphere of his 
favorite pipe; and one of these days 
he will wrap the drapery of his snuff- 
stained garments about him, and lie 
down unhonered, unwept, and unre­
membered.

The above is no ideal sketch. We . 
have many such teachers yet linger- - 
ing in the valleys of our dark cor­
ners. It is only by persistent effort 
that they can be driven from the 
teachers’ ranks into the darkness* of 
obscurity.—Rar ns’ Ed. Monthly.
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The Bride and Her Dowry.

A Clerrgyman was sent for to visit 
a girl who was seriously ill. The iU-___
news proved fatal, and the mother was 
left bereaved of her child, as well as 
husband. A few days after her child’s 
funeral the widow called and request­
ed to see the clergyman. She put in­
to his hand a small packet, containing 
money which she begged he would 
give to some society which was send­
ing the Gospel to the heathen world. 
He opened the parcel, and to his a- 
mazement enunted out twenty dollars. 
He at once remonstrated with the 
widow; told her that gaining her pre­
carious living as a laundress, she sure­
ly ought not to give so large a sum. 
With firmness she urged him to take 
it, and then said : " How I came to 
have this large sum is just this; When 
my child was born I thought,' She’ll 
live to get married some of those days 
and I thought I would begin to put by 
a little sum to be in store for her then, 
and I began that day with sixpense. 
You know what happened last keek. 
Well, I thonght to myself, * The heav­
enly Bridegroom has come, and he 
has called her home to be his bride, 
and, as he haa taken the bride, it is 
only right he should have the dowry.’”

Rebuke of the Scoffer.

It is sometimes mentioned by skep­
tics to the reproach of Christianity 
that its professors are chiefly women. 
A Western preacher was tauntingly

- —
was that most Christians are women. 
“ I will ask you a question,” «aid the 
minister, and if you will answer it, I 
will answer you. " I was recently at 
the State penitentiary, where I saw 
hundreds of men, and very few women_ 
If you can tell me why there was this 
great inequality between the male and 
female convicts, I will tell you why 
the professors of Christianity are 
largely females.” The reply was 
a just rebuke of the scoffer, a tri­
umphant vindication of female char­
acter, and a strong proof of the be­
nign influence of Christianity.—Reli­
gious Herald.

Silence, when nothing need be said, 
is the eloquence of discretion.
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