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Communications.

Our Troubles.
» MHEB till.

. ___ :__ ____
filling the vacancies 
departure well; and if 
faithful they too will

Your readers, no doubt have enjoy-1 
e<l a respite, from our troubles, during 
our long absence from home; but w\‘ ! 
have been often immersed in them 
and are weary of them and are now 
ready to promise, not tb trouble them, I 
with but a few more numbers upon j 
our TROUBLES. I

I left San Francisco, upon the»over- 
land train, on the 2nd day of April 
last, at 8 A. m. and at 10 A. m. on the 
5)th, I landed in Austin; Texas, having 
traveled about 3,500 miles in seven 
days». We had quite a pleasant time, 
though it was ¿omewhat lonesome; 
for at that time, there were but few 
travelers on the way.

I found the country through which 
I passed in a prosperous condition in 
everything except monetary matters. 

..Money was very scarce. Bitt all were 
blessed with good food and raiment, 
and this is enough to enable us to 
worship an'd serve God, so we will be 
accepted of him, when) we go where 
We will owe no man anything, but

j preachers are 
i made by their 
they continue

| reap their reward by and by.
1 was received with much love and 

friendship, by the brethren.and sisters 
with whom I labored in days gone by, 
and many a tine dinner was prepared 
for my reception, and though it cost 
me much money and labor, my trip 
was a success.

Henry Thomas.

and preached to the people thafhe 
found no authority in the Bible for 
such a practice, and for tins offence 
he lost his position, and his back 
salary was not fully paid during his 
lifetime. (See Wood’s Magazine,

Oakville, Cal., July 1, 1878.

The Contest Progressing. '
BY 8. H. HEDRIX.

XÜMBKB II.

love and good will.
■ 1 it Texas, the church of God is in a 
very prosperous condition ; they have 
about recovered from their troubles, 
caused by the difference of opinion, 
among the church members, upon the 
much lamented late civil war, Many 
of our good preachers have moved to

A close observer of passing events, 
realizes how difficult it is to conceive 
of the true state of society a short 
time after it has past into history, 
an 1 therefore we are far from an ac­
curate and full conception of the state. 
of. society and the amasenient of all 
men when Luther in f.TIT nailed to 

i the doors of the church in Wittenburge 
1 his Thesis, by Which he broke allegi­
ance to Rome. In this was the senti­
ment often since better expressed than 
exemplified, that the Bible alone is 
the^religion of Protestants.” .Could 
the reformers have made the battle 
with- Catholicism alone, as was doubt­
less their object, their success would 
doubtless'have been much greater and 
their progress more rapid, or when 
the fierce enemy, Rationalism, rushed 

(. forward to .burn thcir-Bibk-s. could 
they have been relieved of their old 
antagonist, doubtless a victory to 
truth, almost universal demolishing 
Rationalism,- would long since have 
been accomplished.

But in~t1ie contest with two ex­
tremes. their own position not yet 
fully known, their practices falling 

’ correspondingly below what was 
I taught, they soon carried the character 
of mother Rome into practice, thereby 
leaving themselves too weak for the 
great conflict, and less so Jis they. 
multiplied into rival sects, with as 

» many different creeds, none sufficient

TL^as -trom -the-Missisippi valley : ( 
some for health, some to try a warmer 
climate, and some for the more noble 
and glorious purpose of preaehing'the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, in a 
more extensive* field than they occu­
pied before., They are doiAg a good 
work, in the vineyard of our Lord. 1 
have strong faith that Christianity in 
its original purity and simplicity will, 
soon be firmly established there.

I presented to your readers, the 
church at Austin, Texas, as a model 
church, and advised them to follow 
her example when shtL-reinovcd the 
organ, to ease the conscience of_two j 
old sisters who could not worship i ly-superstitious and erroneous to be 
while tliaf nlstfunicnt was in—the ‘ 
church house. On my return to that 
beautiful city, I found them-tuo much 
model, and will not advise any church 
to follow her example any longer. 
In April 1877 they employed a young 
preacher to [»reach for them for twelve 
months, who had one of the gratifica­
tions of a pastor—that is-a wife and 
one child. They [»aid him- 81200. 
The result <»»'—hU-year’s labor was, 
every eld. r was dispensed with, and 
peace and harmony did not prevail. 
At the close of'the year he took the I 
vote of the church whether he' should 
be reemployed, upon Lis own motion, I 
an<l standing before them while they 
voted. About onr-thirdof the church I 
voted in the affirmation, while the I 
others refused to *ote. He was’ pro­
nounced elected. He then told the 
church that his salary must be in- 1 
creased. T-o accomplish that much 
desired object, he relieved the deacons 
and told them he would go arond him­
self and make up* his salary.' Now I 
could not advise out preachers, to act 
thus, nor could I advise the churches, 
if> allow their preachers to discard the 
ciders or assume the duty of the dea­
cons, especially in making up their 
own salaries. But I will advise our 
preachers to withdraw when the 
church takes a vote to determine 
whether they will employ him or not. 
On my return home I s[>ent about one 
month in the state of Missouri and vis­
ited many of the churches, and found 
all those who had [»reachera doing 
well. But those churches who had 
no preachers 1 found in a dilapidated 
condition. I was more than ever con­
vinced that if a church prospers in 
this age and . country, it must have 
regular preaching.

I met many of our [»reaching breth­
ren during my travels, but most of 
them were young men, most of the 
fathers are gone to enjoy the rich re­
ward of their labors, But the young

1 Catholicism, apd yet enough ■ so to 
prevent it from living pure ancient 
Christianity. The contest between 

1 parties grew strong and sharp, often 
i so absurd and ludicrous that Ration­
alism finds a new argument to battle 
what it now realizes to be an enemy, 
not exactly Roman Catholicism, be­
fore which it could no.t stand a single 
generation if Protestantism had ever 
been a unit in theory and practice.

In the mean time that people who 
had before been so ready to persecute 
what they called heresy, saw it en­
throned in the heart of the people, 
and both the decrees of councils and 
edicts of kings compelled them to re­
cognize its claims and existence. 
When once on the statutes as authori­
ty it became arrogant and defiant, 
often indicting the punishment which 
they and their fathers were not able 
to bear; so that 134 years after 
Luther’s work began the^jefoi mationi, 
in this country we find Elder John 
Clark, Deacon Obediah Holmes, and 
John Crandall, of Newport, R. I., ar­
raigned in Lynn, Mass., brought be­
fore Gov. John Endicott for trial on 
the charge that they are Ana-Baptist. 
They deny the chargej claim that in­
fant sprinkling is a nullity, that when 
they immerse an adult that though 
water may have been sprinkled on 
him when an infant, there was in fact 
no rebaptism. The Rev. John Cotton 
assures the Governor “ that this is a 
capital offense,” the Governor admits 
that they deserved death, but humane­
ly fines Clark £30, I-Iolmes £20, and 
Crandall £5, or they should all be 
whipped. By tip?, kindness of the 
jailor and others Clark’s and Cran­
dall's fines were paid, but Holmes was 
whipped with a three cord whip—- 
cccording to Arnold's history of Rhode 
Island—30 lashes well laid on.

About this time Henry Dunster, 
seaond presidept of Harvard College, 
failed to have his baby christened,

June, 1872, page 263).
Thus were many of the friends of 

liberty and Christianity dealt with by 
those wlio claimed to have sought 
liberty from Roman bondage.

Time and space forbids specifying 
in detail the persecutions of one sect 
against another, and almost always 
because their errors were in danger. 
Each sect made its creed and iff- that 
stereotyped its errors whether bor­
rowed from Rome or invented for a 
special purpose on a special occasion, 
and could easily find some one to de­
nounce it. Thus a war begins, and 
many, doubtless, have spent life in the 
study and defense of the errors of the 
creeds, rather than spreading the true 
knowledge of salvation. Thus each 
•»eet found ah the rests warring against 
their eiTors and possibly some truths» 
and only come to a square issue with 
the bulwarks of Catholicism on the 
one hand, or infidelity on the other, 
occasionally. Thus the two great 
enemies of reform beheld its advocates 
ma war, which would, "it was sup­
posed,"^destroy ultimately every vestige 
of reform.
, While infidelity stood with open 

arms to receive every one who revolt­
ed at the errors of any or all the 
creeds, and as before, when the re­
formers broke from Róme many run 
to Rationalism ; so rhany good men 
among the sects of Protestantisrii re­
volting at his creed, run past the 
Bible truth, to some form of negatives 
held out by Rationalism.

When we think how meager were 
the facilities for gaining knowledge in 
the 17th and 18th centuries,.of the 
fanaticism and superstition of the 
masses, is it not strange that more 
strong intellects did not run beyond 
Jerusalem ?

In our future papera on this sub^, 
jcct we hope to call the attention of 
the readers to some features- of the 
contest in the age in which we live. 
\Vith the-past before the mind, to 
some extent, and a survey of the pre­
sent, we may ventitré to prognosticate 
the future, to a degree, we hope, of 
probability at least, regardless, of Mr. 
Longfellow’s saying, “ Trust no future, 
however pleasant.” Onr Lope of1 a 
brighter day for Christianity truly 
Las an abundance of desire and is 
growing day by day in expectation. 
May every soldier of Jesus truly 
“ put on the whole armor of God.” 
There are yet battles to fight and 
victories to win.

— ------ .. . --------------

Minutes of the Christian Church 
in Eastern Oregon, Washing­
ton and Northern Idaho.

SATURDAY, JUNE STH, 1878, 9 O’CLOCK 
A. M.

Meetjng called to order by W. T. 
Barnet, chairman of the cooperation 
On motion of W. T. Barnes, Bro. G. 
W. Richardson was chosen permanent 
chairman. Motioned that the chair­
man appoint a committee of five on 
arrangements for preaching during the 
meeting. W. T. Barnes, W. F. Ander­
son, T. J. Hollowell, James Strong 
and R. L. Dashiell, said committee.

On motion, adjourned till Monday, 
June 10th, at 9 o'clock A. M.

MONDAY, JUNE 10TH.

The cooperation met as per ad­
journment, and was opened with 
prayer by the President.

R. L. Dashiell was chosen secretary, 
and I. N. Richardson assistant sec­
retary. Minutes of last year's meet­
ing read by the secretary. On 
motion, the chairman appointed a 
committee of three on credentials. 
W. T. Barnes, A. Sailing and James 
Strong appointed said committee. The 
President requested the reading of a 
letter from Paradise congregation, I. T- 
On motion, said letter was received 
and inserted in tli& journal. On 
motion, a committee of five were

elected on evangelizing ; T. J. Hollo­
well, J. B. Perkins, J. M. Lamb, W. 
T. Barnes and A. Sailing, elected. On 
motion, this committee is required io 
report from time to time during this 
meeting. Adjourned subject to the 
call of the committee on arrangements.

TUESDAY, JUNE 11TH,

Cooperation met at 5 p. M. Presi­
dent in the chair. Opened with 
prayer by the president. Minutes of 
the previous meeting read and ap­
proved. Report of the committee on 
credentials read, and on motion ad­
opted. Report of the committee on 
evangelizing. - Moved that the com­
mittee have further time to report. 
Carried. Report of committee on 
credentials .-

To the Chairfnan of the c’o-ope ration 
and Brethren: Your committee on 
credentials submit the following: 
Messengera entitled to seats in this 
convention—Harmony congregation, 
C, S. Wright; Tanched cön., R. I?

'e>>

• \

FT cooperation be appointed 
ï. I mente for the coining

DasKiell, A. Sailing and J. Bailey; 
Waitsburg con., James Bruce, J. 
Strong and T. J. Hollowell; Dixie 
con., J. M. Lamb, S. Hamilton and W. 
T. Barnes; Wild Horse con., A. Rus-

1 on arrange - 
. inente for the coming year. Com 
mittee on evangelizing reports $507 
subscribed. Committee on arrange­
ments for the ensuing year—Waits­
burg congregation, T J- Hollowell 
Bundy, Leroy Brown; Tonchet, A 
Sailing; Dixie, J. M. Limb;' Wild' 
Horse, C. M. Ely; Harmony, J. Don- 

raldson g Paradise, Silas Imbler; Pata 
ha, J. Hastings-

Adjourned to meet on Friday before- 
the second Lord’s day in June, 1879,. 
at 4, o’clock P. m.

REPORTS FROM CHURCHES.

The elders and brethren meeting.at 
Paradise church, Nez Perces county 
I. T., sendeth greeting and Christian 
salutation to the elders and brethren 
when met at Waitsburg. It not being 
convenient to send messengers td meet 
and participate with you in your de­
liberation this year, we avail ourselves 
of the privilege ofl^dressdng you by 
these lines. We fervently pray that

eul, L N. Richardson and G. M. Ely; 
Bundy school house con, M. Mc( 'allay, 
C. Musgrove and H. Brown. ■ We al'sd 
find a letter from the brethren in 
Paradise valley, I. T, that they wish 
to cooperate with us, and thinking 
that none of the brethren could come 
down, they merely sent a letter re­
questing our cooperation in sustain- 
ing an evangelist north of Snake 
river. We find brethren present 
whose interest is with them, we there­
fore ask Bros. A. Buchanan and Silas 
Imbler to take part in our delibera­

tions, all of which is respectfully sub­
mitted.

W. T. Barnes, Chairman. 
. Adjourned tik-Aive o’cloch P. M, 
June 12th.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12TH.

Convention met pursuant to ad­
journment. Prayer by Bro. Buchanan. 
Minutes of previous meeting read and 
approved. Roll called. Moved that 
the reports of the churches be read. 
Carried. Moved- that the reports of I 
the churches be received and placed 
cm file. Reports of the evangelist for 
past year read. Moved that the re­
port be published in the P. C. Mes­
senger. Adjourned till June 13.th at 
5 o’clock p. M.

THURSDAY, JUNE 13TH. 
----- VCooperation met at 5 p. m. Prayer 
by L’ro. Strong. Minutes of previous 
meeting recd and approved. Com­
mittee on evangelizing submitted a 
proposition from Bro. Amos Buchanan 
to labor aS an evangelist for one year 
for the i.um of $800. On motion, this 
report was received. Assistant Sec­
retary reports the purchasing of a 
book to keep the proceedings of the 
cooperation from year to year, also 
ink, pens and penholder. Amount of 
money in treasury two dollars and 
fifty cents. Moved that the same be 
held by Assistant Secretary subject 
to order. Adjourned till Juno 14th at 
5 o’clock P. M.

the spurt of the Great God may prer 
side over all your deliberation, and 
that they may redound to his glory 
and the advancement of his kingdom 
in the world. Now, as we are in a 
very isolated condition,-we trust- that 
we shall, not be forgotten by the
brethren when assembled at Waits­
burg. We therefore would request 
that you would send an evangelist to 
labor for one year in Nez Perce and 
adjoining counties north of Snake 
river. We would further state that 
jve. are living in a new country, are 
emigrants, have been here but a short 
time, have scarcely got the ground rail 
of our farms laid. He.nce,*-we net 
prepared to do much in the way of 
remunerating an evangelist for his 
labors, but are willing to do ail that 
we possibly can. We organized on 
the foitrth Lord's tlay in March, 1876. 
with thirty members. Our present 
number is fifty-three.

Done by order of the church at oui 
regular meeting this first Lord’s day 
in June, 1878. ” .;

. John Russel, | ...,
J. W. Ellis. J Eklcrs _

September, 1877 Oui 
is twenty-five. We meet

I

Friday, junk 14th.
The cooperation met according to 

adjournment. Prayer by the presi­
dent. Minutes of previous meetings 
read ami approved. Committee on 
evangelizing reports 8350 subscribed 
to support an evangelist the ensuing 
year. Adjourned till June 15th at 
5 P. M.

SATURDAY, JUNE loTH.

Messengers met in cooperation ac­
cording to adjournment. Prayer by 
Bro. Buchanan. Committee on evan­
gelizing reports the sum of $478 sub­
scribed. Adjourned till June 17th 
at -ti-e’cloek.

MONDAY, JUNE 17tH?

The cooperation met as per ad­
journment. Prayer by Bro. Elliott. 
Committee on arrangements for the 
past year asked to be discharged. 
Granted. Moved that a committee of 
one from each congregation in the

We, the Christian con- 
meeting at Dixie school 
said county, appoint S. 
J. M. J^amb and W. T.

The Church of Christ, meeting at 
Waitsburg, to the Christian brother­
hood in Eastern Oregon, Washington 
and Idaho, in annual meeting as­
sembled at Waitsburg. Greeting 
We were called together in prelimin­
ary organization, by the labors of 
Elder G. W. ltichardsor, on the 5th 
Sunday in 
number
once per month in the town of Waits­
burg. Bro. Richardson is our preacher 
All is peace and love as far as we 
know. Our delegates are Bros. Jas 
Bruce, J. Strong and T. J.-Hollowell. 
We pray God to guide you in your 
deliberation.

Done by order of the church this 
11th day of June, 1878.

T. J. Holi.iJwell, Clerk.

Dixie congregation, AValla Walla 
county, W. T, fourth Lord’s- day in 
May, 1778 
gregation, 
house, in 
Hamilton,
Barnes as messengers to the annual 
meeting of the Disciples, to be held at 
Waitsburg, commencing Friday before 
the second Lord’s day in June.

During the past year we have had 
regular preaching by Bro. S. Hamil­
ton, once a mouth ; occasional'preach­
ing by Bro. 0. W. Richardson. Present 
number of members 28. Elders, J. M. 
Lamb and J. Seaman ; deacons, C. IL 
Frazer and W. T. Barnes.

By order of the church.
W. T. Barnes, Clerk.

Columbia county, W. T. Number 
of members meeting at Harmony 
sehool house, seven miles east of Day­
ton, seventeen. At Webfoot school 
house, six. Preaching at each place 
once a month by Elder C. WrighL 
Added this year 11; by baptism 2.

J. Donelson, Elder. 
S. Menick, Deacon.


