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(Conclusion.)
Our last article was mainly devoted
to the task of proving from the wany
prophecies in the Bible that Christ

. was a Divine personage, that none

other than those endued with divine
power could have foresgen so clearly
and foretold =o literally the advent,
life, death and resurrection of the
blessed Lord.. And that coming at
the exact time and manner predicted,
and fulfilling every particular in the
minutia spoken of in his life and
death, he was the very Christ, the
divine paradetus, and hence the Chris-
tian religion is of divine origin.

T the progress of these papers |
think I have shown by indubitable
rules of evidence that the facts upon

which rest the system of Chmnstianitysf from heaven.

are true beyond a cavil, unles®™we
suppose those who lived and are said
to have witnessed those facts, were
universally deceived, or combined to
impose a frand upon after ages, either
conclusion of which is impossible. 1
“have purposely taken up’some of the
most diffienit miracles, as that_of the
passage over Jordan, by the children
of Israel, and shown how utterly im-

possille such a thing, if a fraud, could
have received eradit, and how scenrly

that event was fixed as a fact by

'ii
1 to some othermorlﬂ and some oth‘

hh - wlh ht.ure, bel

order of ereation. It would not be

| possible for God to convinee men that

a religion was from heaven unless it
was accompanied by the marks of
divine power.

Suppose again that some individual
were to appear in the world, he

God, yet aspired to the performance
of no miracles, to do nothing superior
to the wisdom and abihty of other
men.  Such ‘an individval conld never
mane men believe that he had a
special commission from God to es-
taldish a new religion, for the simple
reason that he has no grounds more
than his fellows to support his claims
as an agent of the Almighty. “But if
he could eonvinee’a single individual
that he had wrought a miracle or that
he had powm to do so, that momept
his claims would be’ establmhet'l in
that mind, as a commissioned agent
So certainly, and so
intuitively, do the minds of wmen
{ reverse and expeet miracles as the
credentials of the divine presence.”
The apostles understood this eon-
stituent of the human charaeter, and
hence, often put the truth of what

they asserted upon the performance of
| miracles.
i sert that they. had seen wmiracles
i\at'}nﬂ'ht by Jesus, but that he had
{ endowed tl.tnwhus with a variety, of
' muatuioui s owers. And thu‘e ;In}
| unilertook to display, not in'such idle

every means of testimony pdssible, jand useless tricks as aht,ht. of-hand

¢ knowing full well that if .I:could pro-
duce a convietion in the mind of the
reader of the truth, of any one of those

grand—and wonderful' miracles; per-

God  through

formed by Moses, or |
Joshua, or Jesus, that a belief of
other fact stated would be easy. s

And now in coneluding these essays
it seems appropriate that 1 sheuld say
a few words ogt The
Miracleg. The
true beyond controversy

!i}::..-'.\irlg statement is

: Man cannot,

in—the—present t'q,"qhtnnﬂn of hisoften-in the publie streets, in dwn“m spring-and Jay their certain number | jgve written most of these articles
Hof eggs and hatch - their young-in—ayyder much: dhml\anw,,ﬂ siekness |
certain length of * time, feed their | (and one insfanee-Ceath) comung into
| young till they can fly for themselves | our family soon after I commenced
| and, then the parent ceases to further | the series, and {.”"m,um,, antil the

believe that veligion has a7

origin, unless

with miracles. 'I'i--

mind,

divine
necessary in-

, that if an In-
acts will be
character ; be-

ference of the nmiin
finite

superhuman in theh

Being :u_'i-, ]n

cause the etfeet

be e¢haracterized | A the nature of its
cause. Man lLas the same reason to
expect that God will perform acts

above human power and Knowledge.
that he has to

orders cf

suppose the inferior

4 . e :
anumals wild, in their actions ;

sink below the power and wisdom

which characterizes human nature

For, as it is natural for man to per
form acts SUp rior to the power and
knowledge of the animal beneath

him, so, reason aflirms, that it 1s na-

taral for God to develop his power by

every |

lrhilu;l']i‘!l.\' of |

it be ;l(tull.ll.lll._ d |
I\l)lllltﬂlhl: will known tJ neighlbors |

3 reason dictates wiil |

[-might per form:; but in such solid and

un;ml tant m arks as appeared worthy
of a divine inte rposition, anl entirely
| superior to human power; restoring
sight to the.blind, soundness to lepers,
activity to the lame, and in_some in-
| stances. life to the dead.
these things undertaken in a corner,
| in a cirele of friends, or dependents; |

1

nor were they performed -on-such as

might be suspected mf being confeder-

| ate in the fraud, but they were done

of encmies; on e ersons of such as were
utter strangeis {o the apostles; Lut

u‘rl,llil
\\'hich_ Lo

| and speatiitonrs as having long
| lllld.v_l tml.-_
human skill were

And the

under - the - perf

ta. a.llla i.‘\.

trhese

as th Vowere ].-_'.‘

wmance  of
miracles, backed up
the Hol

it

swerable arguments “ that Pliny in

-

y Seriptures and their unan-
the next age alter the apostles testi-
fies.” * He found the heathen ’.--n.]-I--;
serted.” - And
that all

were

in Achaia almost d
Tertullian afterward boasted “
i:IiIE'I'.‘-‘ except these

filled with Christians ;
they only to

temples
=0 that were
withdraw, tlhe eities and
]-I'u\'illf,‘r_'h :-hu‘.litl. i.".'

And Justin Martyr,

depopulated.”
wlio I'“’l'nh} not

means, and in ways above the skill | much above an hundred years after

and ability of mortals. Hence, if
God wanifest himself at all, unless, in
acceoum r'apaml.un of
men, he should constrain his mani-
within the
, ewery act of God's im-

mediate power would, to human capa-

city, be a miracle. But, if God were
to constrain all his acts within the
Kmits of human means and agencies,
it would be impossible for man to dis-
eriminate between the aets of the God
head and the acts of mianhood. And
man, if he considered acts as of divine
origin, which were plainly within the
compass  of human ability, would
violate his own reason. Suppose that
God desired to reveal a religion to
men, and wished them to recognize
his character and his benevolence in
giving that revelation. Suappose, fur-
ther, that God should give such a

nlulll on to the

ﬁ-s:n"i:-:'- compass of

revelation, and every act, and every
appearance, conneeted with its intro-
duction, was characterized by nothing |
superior to human power, eould any
rational mind on earth believe that
such a system of religion came- from
God 7 Impossible! As man could as

easily be made to believe that his own | l one knows that tle very mr-no of

Christ's death, declares : “ That there
were 1o nation of men!- whether |
Greeks, or Barbarians, not excepting
those savages that wandered in clans
from one region to another, and had
| no fixed habitation, who

givings to the Father and Maker of

all, in the name of Jesus, who was | history of the human race from its in-

crucified.” But as the forcible and
chaste Fleetwood remarks: *“Had
this new religion beéem formed to
sooth men's vices, to countenance

their errors, to defend their supersti- | to rise above himself, so to speak, in

tions, or to promote their secular in-
terests, we might easily have account-
ed for its prevalence in the world.
Had i‘s preachers been profound
philosophers, or pelite and fashionable
orators, many might bave been
charmed, at least for a while, to follow
them ; or had the princes and poten-
tates of the earth declared themsel

its patrons, and armed their kglx.
for its defence and propagation,
titudes might have been terrified mto
the profession, though not & soul eould
by such means have been rationally
, persuaded to the use of it. Butevery

claimed to be a teacher sent frem.

“They did not merely as- !

Nor was |

utterly incurgble”® |
1 o1
» apostles were so suecessful |

had not |
| learned to offer prayers, and thanks- |

) g:d’no‘J s,-’hﬂ
the Tusts and errors, thie superstitions
and interests of carnal men would im-
mediately pisg up igumt it as a most
irreconcile eneiiy. It is known that
the learning and wit of the Greeks
and Romans were early employed to
ridicule and obstruct its progress. It
is known that all those priests who
subsisted by the suponutnous worship
paid them, must in interest find them-

known that the princes of the earth
drew the sword against it, and armed
torments and death for the destruc-
tion of its followers. And yet it tmi-
~; umphed over all, though published ih
| ages and places celebrated for learning
| and elegance ; and proposed not in an
ornamental and artiticial mwanner, but
with the utmost plainness, the doc-
trines of the Cross being always ad-
vanced as its grand foundation a
stumbling-block bath to the Jews and
to the Gentiles.”

But to add no more, as to miracles
and the early progress of the Chris-]
tian religion, as an evidence of its
divine origin, let us from the light ‘of
nature itself draw a few reflections as
another proof of divine revelation.
All the lower animals are governed
by natural laws so called, as nnerring-
ly as effect follows cause. The horse,
for instance, is controlled by a law of
his—being which is most' consistent
with its organism, and is calculated
for its general good and perfect con-
tentment.  And- what will_apply to
one horse will apply to all horses. All
horses have the same habits. Feed
on the seme kind of food, procmte
"and Lave their young at the same
|tm|(' lay down mld get up at the
l~-n we time, ete, ete;  And what way
bé“said of the horse may be stated of
i all other animals, fishes and reptiles;
'they are governed by unalterable
i laws. The horse neighs, -the cow

lows, the dog barks, the beaver makes
| his dam, birds make their nests in the

'au“dy it. . All moves on with the
precision of a piece of machihery |
from year to year and from century to |
| century, without variation or shadow

of ditference.  Thus, has God given to

the lower orders of creation a law. |
But if man has not a revealed law for
his guidance, God has made an excep-
tic n in his case. He alone is left
without a knowledge of God's ‘will re- |
Dut it is evident lIntl
tlu- is the ease i’ the Bible does nnl|
| furnish that revealed law. For, o
all the animals that on the
, earth, man when left to his natural
inclination is the one who knows no

law, and is eontrolled by none. A

carding him.

move

| dozen men will set out on the journey
' of Tife, but will pursue that journey
| by dozen difierent directions. But
man, being an intelligent being en-
' dowed with reason'ng powers,it would
secem by bhis own efforts discover
a law that would supply the place of
the law of instinet. Yet, the whole

fancy to the presenr, shows, beyond
controversy, the faet that man, left
alone to his own resources without
the aid of revelation is utterly unable

the seale of virtue and morality. That
no people however leamed in lotters,
arts and scienees, destitute’ of a true
knowledge of God, and their relation
to him, their responsibilities to him
and to ene another, the Jaw offature
rewards and punishment, as revealed
In the Bible, bas ever been able to
~ascend above a state of heathen idol-
atry, the social substratum of which
- | is made up of legalized erime, as mur-
der, debauchery, lewdness and super-
stition.
Bu Christian world are not so
' ngrateful and blasphemous,

-

b

ut.b"nd,optphe.ideathuduegrm

selves obliged to oppose it. It is|

' 5 given to all org
banp of his hands, exeeft: .
alone, a law to guide them; tnd

greatest good, and permanent happi-
ness. The Christian believes that
God has revealed a law for man also,
which followed, will likewise, result
in the general good of the huwan
family here, and in his eternal happi-
ness and immortality . beyond the
grave. And we (hinkthat law is re=
vealed in the Bible. We think thai
law has been put to the practical test
for many, many ages, and has never
failed of answming in 'the fulle<¥ sense
of the word, all that is claimed for it.
We know it stands to-day a living
witness, the best evidence of its own
divine origin. We know .that the
brightest, happiest, and best people on
this éarth to-day are those who stand

obey best the precepts of its illustri-
ous founder, while the darkest plans,
and most miserable people arve those
who are farthest removed from the
influence of the Christian religion.
"'Besides all- this, we know that if the
Christian religion s not of divine
origin, but a fraud, its founders were
bad men, liars, stupendous villains,
monsters of wickedness. But then,
we challenge the world to produce
like number of men, as Christ and his
apostles, bad” men, wicked imposters,
who has produced, or ecan produce

 such a system of moral ethics, incul-

T . - 5 |
cating wniversal goodness, and for- |
biding the least appearance of viee, as

which followed leads them wnerringly i
along the way which conduces to their |

closest to the ('Inmtmn religion, and-

a | Jewish and

. NUMBEE 1.

The contest between truth and error
is as old as the history of men, and
though oiten changing its form, yet in
principle it is always the same. The
preponderance of one is ealled a period
of light, and of the other, a period of
darkness, and the Listory of nore
than eighteen hundred years presents
a mighty contest in which society has
struggled om, tilt to-day the attitude:
of contending parties is one péculiar
to itself, perhaps’a little different from.
what it ever was before; or ever will
be again ; because each generation has
its battle, each age makes its progress,
and the quantity of truth gr erro:
standing out upon the serviee reflects
the character of that period to a!l sue-
ceeding generations,

However, t.hesc old
“histery repeating itself,”  judge the
future by the past,” and that “one
extreme follows another,” &e, are
doubtless true in general, and are
verified in not a few instances in the
past. The Jews religion was perhaps
never more corrupt than in- the days.
that John the Baptist, Jesus and the
aposties, announced the Kingdom of
heaven at hand. The contest that
followed between Christianity and
Pagan traditions was
fierce and long. Many a Jew driven
from his own position by the, search-
ing evidence of apostles and prophets, .
would doubtless go over to paganism,
rather than aceept the truth, as offered

maxims of

“that brought out by them, as shewn
in the New Testament. Do this and |
we'll give up the case. But until you i
do, we must sing ; ;

' Hear the rayal proclamation;-

The glad tidings of salvation,

Publishing to every creature,

To the ruined sons of nature,

Jesus reigos— He reigos victorions,
== O ver heaven and carth most glorions,
Jesus reigns,”

Lgreat  hd

| I bave

In concluding T here repeat’ that I

present, so that I have been unable to
do the subject justice, and have often
had to {write interruptedly, and in
ste, not some , times
taking tijne to review my m:\.nuscri;-ti
Nding it to the ofiice.  Hence,
committed many

even

|il-f‘nl'l‘
|:nh}r‘?|'~|1
errols in’ composition, a8 it punctua-

tion, spelling, and grammar, and bave
I fear caused 1}-
and our beloved Bro, Stanley, of the
M ESSENGER,
hap vexation, and I here a.warll them |
my thanks for their many courtesics |
and ‘Clhiristian forbearance throughout
our labors,

To the reader T have to say that a
simple desire to defend the cause of
Christianity and in response to a re-
quest from Bro. Stanley for some of
his seribes to write a series of articles
on the “ Divine origin of Christiani-
ty,” must be my apology for troubling
you.s I ‘epuld bave wished an abler
hand to fGndertake the task, but no
one responding to the request for
months, and being confident of the
correctness of the Christian religion 1
stand ready now as 1 hope always to
be ready, to give a reason for the faith
that is in me. And now giving eredit
to the authors of “ Lile's short method
with Infidals” “ The Philosophy of the
Plan of Salvation,” Fleetwood's “ Life
of Christ,” and Watson's “ Apology,”
for most of the thoughts, and in some
instances, whole pongnpht eonhihed-
in this series, 1 close.

_———— e e - —— =

WaaT 18 Praver—Bowed knees
and beautiful words cannot make
prayer; but earnest desire from a
heart bowed by love, inspired by God's
Holy Spiiit, and thirsting for God—
the !iving God-—will do it, any wherd]
or in any place, at any time.—Dr
Channing,

].nlnl 3 A Il‘imwh s

wuch trouble, and TRAY-

L -

| conquerer,

by those who had broken through his
bulwarks of e1vor ; so a weak faith
often chooses.the harder side.
Christianity while advocated in its
purity was aetrimental to the religion
of pagan Rome, fd always came out
But a defeated enemy
does not always make a good citizen
So, though paganism could net stand
the contest, she found # easier to
comprowise than to surrender, and
the friends of Christianity never comd
make a greater blunder than " cou:
promise.—To compromise or-contam
inate the tru@ worship of God with
the worship invented h\ man, always
has been detrimental to the age in
which it is accomp ilished, and futur
generations  rechver fron it ver
slowly., Israel Was a eaptive after her
experiwent and tnally lost- her cit,
and nation. ‘Mie” advoeate
tianity in the

of Chrs
third and fourth cen
turies compromised the true
of the l:'-r;'ti of Christ, or rather en
deavored to substitute for its traths
and means of guidance the supersti-
tions of Jews and Pagans, and there-
by a cloud of sackeloth hovers over
the world for over twelve ceaturios

This dark night of vice and misery

worship

[ became like Pharaoh’ syoke, too heavy

to be borne, and the first dawn of
light of the fiiteenth century was a
fit oppertunity for the rush for
freedpm.  And while Luther began
the . march towar) reform in 1517,
translating the Bille in 1522, gather-
ing strength day by day as the battle
grew beavier, and Roman Catholicisin
sees her ranks thinned out by deser-
tion in Jlarge numbgrs every day:
forming the mighty army of heretics,
who, disgusted with the curruptions
of rome, and supposing it to be the
essence of all religion, sought for
nothing short of rationalism, thereby
exemplifying how one extreme begets
another. , So long without any other
tyhuthlq"mo&hu-of barlots " to ex-
emplify the truth that many in fleeing
from Jericho ran past Jerusalem; so
many, leaving Catholicism, ran be-
yond Luther, and thus three parties
soon came forth in the eontest.
Cathelicism stood as the representa-
tive of a false religion ; many of the
men who rebelled against it, took up-

‘the other extreme of rationalism ;

;hlo thousands with Luther and
elarichthon, as the Reformers, sought
forthe Bible truth, and a Mum to
the apostolie order of

How natural that Rm M

.
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