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Communications. ’ "; posseting the pity, energy ail I noble­
ness of soul, to plant and build tip the 
church of God in every district, ami 1 
have faith enough in t»mm to justify 

I me in say pig, they would do it, it

3 steward, whom those who are interested are abl
----- ’

Oui' Troubles.
h I Mllkill XII.

And the Lord said, “ Who thi-n is ' they werje supported to that çxtent, 
that faithful anti wise steward, whom those who are interested are able to 

do, without depriving themselves or 
their families of the Comfort* of life. 
I would that 1 had faith enough, in 
the preachers to'enable me to say, we 
will do it, independent of that sup­
port, to which we are justly entitled. 
tVe will go and preabh thrrisiuspel, 
which is quick and powerful, and the ,

r

* ' Vhis Lord shall make ruler over his 
household, to give them,-their portion 
of meat, in due season ; blessed is that 
servant, whom his Lord; when"’ he 
Cometh, shall rind so doing? Luke 
xii. 42, 5o.

The Jirtvior commanded hi.-rdisciples 
to be wise as serpents and harmless 

doves. If any Christian should be 
wise, prudent, true, pious, just anil 
harmless, in all his thoughts, words 
and actions it should surely bo the

PllEAi'HEK.

The Christian iiian, who enlists as 
a soldier of Christ; dissevering himself 
from the affairs .of this world, devotes 
his time to preaching the unsearch­
able riches of Christ, bearing the glad 
tidings of salvation to a lost am* 
ruined world, pleading day and night 
with sinners, exhorting them to be 
reconciled to God, encouraging Chris­
tians to be faithful in the discharge Of 
their duties to God, to their fellow 
men and to themselves, and uses hi*

which is quick and powerful, and the 
¡ power of God, unto salvation, in every 
town and district, until the inliabi- 

i taut* thereof yield implicit obedience 
i thereto ami the cause' of < ’hrist es­
tablished therein. But my faith is 

'weak. Uh yc of little faith.
HexrY Thomas.

San Jose, Cal., «Ian. 12, lK7h.

How the Gospel of Christ has 
been Spread Since the Apostles’ 
Days.

Uro. Stanley:
As we live in a day of progress and 

much is said and written, on how to 
spread the Gospel, I will give you a 
few thoughts for our paper. Many 

influence to elevate the standard of. have the Motion that the second cotn- 
. mission,

* 
!.is composed, it is'said; “-by at-least 
sixty-four difi’ererjt kinds of atoms” 
united together in the mO-t exact and 
definite-proportions, forming a problem 1 
truly for fell ages and races of mankind 
to study.

While contemplating these ele­
mentary substance^ there comes up 
also tho power of chemical action and 
affinities, with the many compounds 
arising therefrom. While all this da 
but the basis of tho vegetable king­
dom whotje variety, if not scope, is 
more extensive.and numerous. ,It'al«o r 
has its chain of coordination, coopera­
tion, a<lju.stment, independent to sopie 
extent, yet linked to the other and 
law, order and reproduction proclaims 
the perfect harmony of each, and not 
less so— of both combined. These 
again form the foiuidation of tho ani- 

i mal kingdom, whose species^ aw I 
' variety are so great as to furnish a 
problem, though a minor one, com­
pared with the wlidfr, which rias' 
amazed and perplexed trie best minds 
of all age.«. , .

* .
Thus the univerac,-though composed 1 

; of millions of atoms, occupied by^lh- ! 
numerable species and endless rari­
ties, is really but one grand unixW^c 
perfect and harmonious, even in trie 
most minute detail. Not only «o, but 
under the mysterious inrlucnce of at­
tractions, the earth and other' planets, 
primary and secondary, are bound to 
the sun forming the solar system. 
Link after link connect system after 
system, until all are finally united, j 
forming all into one system whose ! 
scope and power is but faintly per­
ceived by the expression : , "Grarid, 
glorious, sublime and boundless uni­
verse.”

How grand and glorious the fact, as 
declared by revelation and reason, 
that in addition brail this there is a ' . • 1 •' * universe and a systqltri that is spirit­
ual in its nature, and that the facul­
ties of the human mind is aided by a 
Divine revelation, to, know that the 
Creator of heaven and earth has also 
condescended to bless .man with so 

j many facilities for obtaining a knowl­
edge of his works, so that to-day this 

i age is blessed with all the discoveries 
! of the jiast; the arts and sciences, the 
, better knowledge, too, of revelation, 
I and yet mankind is doubtles, still at 
i work on the circumference of tire 
i grandest of jiroblems, whose center is 
the end of all studyandtheii cc-nsunia- 
tion of all efforts. Not the least of 
problems is stated in a few questions: 
“ What is man ? From whence came 
he ? and what is his future destiny 1” 
In arriving at the answer to both t’nc 
firat ami second questions, the world 
of mankind finds a problem indeed, 
and grasps eagerly at the history o: 
man, as respects their races, their 
achievment in arts and sciences, aided 
by a survey of their cities and tem­
ples, their empires and civilization*, 
embracing their master pieces» in the 
field of thought and moral lift.

Confucius ami Zoroaster, Abraham 
and Moses, John the Baj’tist and Jesus, 
Socrates and J’aul, Howard and Wash­
ington, Luther and Wesley, and a host 
of the great and good of all ages, are 
prominent ip history; but throw 
away the Bible ahd how much could 
you learn ’ How much cmild many 
of them have accomplished ? Is rea­
son or any otlier one thing alone «ufti- 
cient to the great task ? Are we not 
aided by revelation to look into this 
subject beyond the reach of any thing 
else ? Does it not tell more satisfac­
tory than any thing else possibly can, 
from whence man came, and wliat he 
is ? yes, truly»,and it plso as nothing 
else can, enables us to look into his 
future alwale. For ages past it has 
aided the world, and contributed much 
to aid It In its rapid avances in knowl­
edge, giving such consolation to the 
faithful as is no where else to be found. 
It is as indispensable as the sun which 
lights up our earth. By its ai<l we 
are far along in the preparatory de­
partment of the life of the races oF 
men,perhaps we might say in the in- ackitowlcdgnTt ¿"¡vil U lx“dem 
terine$ate with its lesson measurablyvetited.—A”. 1'. Tr/inine.

| committed. Are -yo.pow yeady to 
i exalt r eason and try to cut loose 
1 from this great- light the revelation of 
tht will of God, and spt up any olio of 
our approved system« of philosophy, 
and only receive as truth w.liat we 
can explain and comprehend thereby, 

' rejecting all else as false. This done, 
! an l the world is as impotent to tfiq 
I great task, with reason and all the 
j arts and science, as deaf and dumb 
¡mutes are to fill the many business 
| stations in lifo, or make dwimbltr 
i companions in the social circle.

Let us now avoid the other extreme, 
that of discarding reason to claim 
some inner light of spirit rapping», 
but cling to revelation to aid our 
reason and go forward. Resting here, 

! we ask tire reader to follow us to trie 
I end of these essays.

<5ur Savior’s Sympathy.

I An essay read at the social meet­
ing in Monmouth, Jan. 31,. 1S78.]

BY MISS MAI1Y Htl'Itcmi.I..

Perhaps there are no two ^vords in 
our language that express more than 
these. Jes|is wept.” See him with 

’ his little band of faithful followers 
coming over from beyond Jordan, and 

. hoar Martha, a* running out to meet 
him she says, “ Master, if thou had’st 
been here my brother had not died. ’

Let us for a moment take in. this 
scene ; Jesus arid his disciples not yet 
come1 into the village,-. Mary and 
Martha with the Jews gone out to

j meet him. Mary falling at the feet of 
Jesus and repeating the words of 
Martha, “ Master, if thou had’st been 
here my brother had not died.”

■Hear these same Jew* that b.ad 
sought to stone him’, saying one to 

. another, “ If this man opens the eyes 
] of the blind, could he not have caused 
that Lazarus should ..not have died ?” 
Then it was that ‘'Jesus wept.”

p This same Jesus who, while he was 
on this earth, because he himself was 
sp pure and good, and on account of 
the sins of the people, was persecuted 
and stoned, and finally crucified.

“ Jesus wept.” Think of an earthly 
parent all kind and good, weeping for 
the sins of a wayward child. What 
love, we say, must this parent have ; 
and yet it is but feeble when com­
pared with the love of Jesus. A*1 ove 
that is undying, unselfish, and that 
lasts, and will last throughout the 
ceaseless ages of eternity.

■ Jesus wypt.” What volumes are 
herein contained Who can speak 
these words lightly except indeed it 
be

“ The peoplo.that dwell
Where the light of the truth never 

■ shone, . ,
Where the anthems of praise never swell. 

And the love of theLamb is unknown.”
“Jesus wept.” How often since 

the world began, has it been demon­
strated that those who are nearest the 
right themselves are the most charit­
able to the shortcomings of others.

Jesus was perfect, and bore our sins 
without lwirmuring, and as we are to 
become ■‘Hike him ” we can lighten 
the sorrows of those around us for his 
sake, and finally be accounted worthy 
to enter,in where “ the many mansions

>e.

I

morality in the coinnpmity, and labors , mission, as given to the Apo5tt<-s, is 
to build up the church of God, and binding on the miniatera of-to-day. 
thus in the full sense of the word lie-. Lit so, I cannot, see it. Go into all 
comes a preacher; occupies a'more ■ the worl.l and preach the Gospel to 
exalted position in this wArld than ' every creature-” &c , was given to the 
kin"’, prince or potentate, and in the Apostles aloné, and not to any vther 

0 . - . . .. • - I  -* —:-:-A go also of the
prophecy of Isaiah, as quoted by Paul 
in the 10th chapter of Romans. The 
preachers there spoken of were those,' 
and those alone, that Xroúglit glad 
tidings of good things. I therefore i 
take the position, that to apply' the ¡ 
above Scriptures to any other class of - 
minister, is to wrest the Scriptures,. 
as Peter in lúa 2d Epistle 3rd cluipter,. 
speaks of?

How then is the Gospel to be ? 
spread ! ¡ 9 '»u. ' ' ( .

Answer. By the church. Paul,-in 
I Tim. iii. 15, says the church is the 
“ pillar and ground of the truth. 
Every member is in duty bound to do ; 
all in their power for the spread ofi 
the Gospel. Paul says to Timothy, ] 
“ The things that thou hast heard ofi 
me among many witnesses, the same | 
commit thou to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also.”

From these quotations we learn, 
first, that the church being the pillar 
and ground of the truth,, are in duty 
bound to support it. 1st. By living 
lives. of holiness. 2d. By letting 
their light shine before the world, 
that others, seeing their good works, 
may glorify our Father in heaven, 
3d.-By giving of their substance for 
the needy and for the spread of the 
spread of the Gospel. 4th. By holy 
conversation, that cannot be con­
demned. These duties devolve on all 
alike, according to their ability, male 
and female, and as we sow, so shall 
we reap. If we do these things we 
are sowing to the spirit. A' e are not 
to be unwise, but to uiid ustand Avhat 
the wifi of the Lord is. See, the faith­
ful men to which Timothy was to' 
commit the word was 'to occupy the 
same relationship to the church that 
he did. Timotli y was an evangelist, 
or todo the work of an evangelist, to 
set in order the things that were 
wanting in the church, ami preach 
what he learned by study, a* Paul 
tells him to study, to show himself a 
workman that needed not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. So likewise is the minister 
of the church to do, now, if he hopes 
for the true riches. Ministers of this 
class are the ones to do the work of 
spreading the Gospel now, and the 
church should see that they are en­
gaged in the work.

There is much more that might l»e 
said on this subject, but I must close 
for the present).

Yours in tho ot hope, 
MAirrix Pmemok.

. I

world to come being able'to stand the class .of ministers, 
fiery test, will receive his wagers and ' 
be crowned with an unfading crown 
of glory, which will not in a few years’ 
be removed, from his head to coronate 
a successor, or trampled under the feet 
of a conqueror. When the true 
preacher, by the eye of faith, looks 
upward ami beholds the many trea 
sure* awaiting him in heaven, laid up 
during his- toils 4ml sufferings as a 
preacher of the 'Gospel, and, know.« I 
from the word of God and his own ex­
perience, that all 
vain and vexatious.
for 
instrumental in the salvation 
ners, lie wiiuld desire 'to be in posses­
sion of them, and hi> 
would be, Father -1 
home in heaxll n.
tion not only enable* him to 
great treasure* in heaven, but 
one of great responsibility 
solemnity. He surely will be to 
extent responsible for tho loss 
soul, 
given from the sacred desk, under the 
pretention that he was called and 
qualified of God to preach, failed to 
obey God; and for that disobedience, 
was classed with those who were 
stationed on God’s left hand, and re­
ceived the sentence, depart yc ae- 
curse«f. Many of these poor souls, if 
they liad been rightly instructed, 
would have obeyed the command­
ments, and instead'of being wood, hay 
ami stubble to be consumed by fire, 
would have been gold, silver anil pre­
cious stones, and laid on the founda­
tion of that building ot God, that 
house not made with han-ls, eternally 
in the heavens. How solemn then 
must the preacher feel when he re-* 
ceives his credentials, when lie enter* 
the pulpit, and when he opens his 
mouth, to tell a waiting people, who 
are enquiring tlic way to heaven, 
«what they must do to have their sin* 
and iniquities, that are registered 
against them in thearchivcs of heaven, 
blotted out, and what they must do 
to enable them in death to know th^t 
the}' have fought a good ti^ht, obeyed 
the commandment«, and that they 
will have aright to the tree of lifeover

earthly things are 
If it were not 

the great de*irc he has to be 
of sin-

fervent prayer j 
akc me to my, 

The preachers posi-| 
h^ye 
it* is | 
and

some
of the 

who actuated by his. advice,

No Substitute for the Bible.
BY 8. H. HEDRIX.

of the Credit 'System.

!

I

I

I
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life

there. I tremble when I think of the ; 
great responsibility of the preacher, 
ami how few seem to possess that j 
solemnity. that becomes the pulpit > 
and should distinguish it^ie ambassa- j 
«lor of God.

Under heavenly yegnlatioss we i 
have preachers enough on trip Pacific I 
coast, endowed with sufficient talents, Send ui a new subscriber

It is much easier to utter a sentence 
than to fully comprehend its scope, 

i and analyse the numerous things con­
nected with such a grand subject as 
the one placed at the head of these 
essays. It involves such a vast range 

I of subjects, is fraught with the grand- 
; est of problems, whose depth will per- 
>haps be fully understood only when 
God .shall make all things new. This 
grand universe, standing forth as one 
gran<l unit,.is nevertheless, composed 
of many particles, which of itself pre­
sents unnumbe’rless subjects for our 
research ami invi'stigatiun. The
of many is largely occupied in ex­
ploring, classifying and investigating 
parts of it* realm, and the most suc- 
cissful willingly confess that they 
have only partially succeeded in ob­
taining a knowledge of only a few 

' things with w)iich they have come 
■ in contact, and death ca’ls them away 
when their work was only just begun. 
One of man’s earliest lesson«, confirms 
in everu step of his progrefa in ac­
quiring knowledge is, that lie is not a 

: Creator; but that other jiowers higher 
than any he jmssesses or any of the 
mighty phenomenrhe ha* beheld, has 
been exercised in bringing into exis­
tence this and other worlds with all 
their content«, all of which now stands 
forth with such coordination, adjust­
ment and adaptation as to render it 
harmopious throughout, fillin^^Xhe 

' heart of the explorer with high con- 
I eeptions, admiration and comfort. He 
1 beholds the mineral kingdom, which

1 n senreh ing after the real cau^e of 
the hard times of which wo hear so- 
much, one cannot but see that a great 
many of the farmers, as well as the 
business men, have gone ruinously in 
debt, and that many of them are tail­
ing lb make enough to, pay their inter­
est. We see this verified by the fact- 
that there is a great deal of land being 
now pushed into market, and compell­
ed to «ell for what it will bring, to pay 
fhelncffrnberance iipbfi it. There’is 
cause of this, and I think it is the- 
credit system, which, as a general 
thing is productive of more harm than 
good. During the war, when all 
kinds c.f prodnee wefe selling at the 
highest prices, land in this country 
svd'lenly went up from moderate to 
a^nost fabulous prices. A great many 
did not stop to.study the future re­
sult of these unnatural advance* in 
the>ralue of commodities, nor did they 
think that the causa of the great rise 
would ever cease to exist, but they 
plunged into speculation as though 
they thought there wetild be no limit 
to the value -of land,"and that nroney 
would ever continue to flow into their 
hands just as they needed it.

Those who had accumulated a small 
sum of money invested in land, and 
went into debt about three times as 
much as they had to invest, and agree­
ing to pay very high rates of interest* 
expecting to make ’the money in the 
rise of the land. Men, tco, bought 
large tracts of land who had nothing 
to pay down, but hoped—indeed be­
lieved -the continual rise of land in 
the market would help them. But 
there were men so infatuated as to 
think they have it in their power to

| bring the price of land up to any de- 
. sired point, and that the government 

would f»e bound to furnish the money 
I These men, taking advantage of the 
credit system, purchased large tract» 
of land, for which they gave netlting 
as pay except their promeses. But 

I there came a change. The price of 
' land reached its zenitp, and they were 
1 left powerless find wonderfully in debt. 

Money ceased to How so freely, taxes- 
increased,and each year they found their 

I burthen becoming greater, until after 
a short while those who had purchas­
ed land and paid nothing on it found 
that it would have to be sold, ami 
with it all they had, to pay the debt» 
and then many times there would be 
a deficiency, and those who had in­
vested what they had in land and 

;< ne in debt came out with nothing.
In me tiers of less importance men 

have taken advantage, of the credit 
system in order to gratify thejr mania 
tor speculation, and have been ruined 
by it. I have known men to buy up 
large lots of hogs, for which they 
knew they liad not then to pay, but 

; hoped to imvkc it in tire rise of prices-- 
and the growth of the hog«, and se'e- 
ing their expectations disappointed 
were compelled to give up their all to 
pay the debt; while if it had not been 

i for tho credit system they could not 
i have bought t^uin. I have also seen 
■ young men just starting in fife buy 
> things'of meat cest which they did 
notacfqrflTy need, simply because they 

¡'could gtt them on time,'and when the 
• pay-day came they have been sold out 
I entirely to pay their imprudent debts, 
j The unusual amount of sheriff’s aalca^ 
I of land and other property which 
people have seen take place in tlii» 
country the past year to pay old debt» 
wid, it is hoped, o|mii their eyes 
the credit systeai, and they will cc A — — _ 1_ 1 • «
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