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Communications.
1-X-i—,-------------------------

Our Troubles.
MVXUKU IX.

We said in our last number, that 
the preparation of the material, the 
building of the church and the edifica­
tion of the body of christ, was ti-e work 
of the ■' -

I

d • PBEAWHER;
we do not mean by-this, that the 
preacher, is to do all the work, and 
the elders, deacons and’ members, to 
stand all the day idle, by no meam-J 
there is much work for all, and every' 
member of the churc'h, whether they 
be male or. female, lias a work to be 
performed,, each may to some extent be 
a preacher and be instrumental under 
God, in making converts and ciifying 
the, body of Christ. IVheii we s; iea.lv 
of a preacher; we donot mean a gen­
teel man. made such by a fashionable 
tailor, dressed in black, with a plug 
hat. fancy kid glove»/goid headed cane, 
gold watch, chain and seal, wit', a tun­
ing fork in his vest pocket, ready to 
sound, that he may know that the in­
troductory speech,.he isabout to make 1 
toa lady towho, he is presented,may l»e 
upon a fashionable key. I tliapk God
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societies,, hundreds,f vTiaf is assewl against him. Ex-com- 
mnnication from the congregation 
would bo the only way to punish a. 
delinquent for non-payment_of Kia as- 

i sessment that 1 can think of, and the 
brother certainly would not contend 
that such a course "is allowable undeV 

‘■the law. v
.It is unjst, because it would take 

from the jio'orcst-' widow, the most 
needy orphan, the •sick 'brothel' some- 

1 thing, it tnightbe to the dividing of the 
i last pound of flour, or meat she hail; 
i or to dismantling the orphan of its 
' last garment, or taking away from the' 
sick brother the last portion of medi­
cine needed to restore him to health, 
I know the brother didn't mean this, 
but the system proposed by him would 

‘ do it.
i He objects the d<l roZorcm system

«

Evils of Gossip.their diflevent sovicny«,, huihhcw, 
where without it, they could not have 
received tens, ami if it lie'true, as they 
affirm, that while under this excite­
ment at the viorner's lienfh, God 
«ends his spirit into the heart of the 
unbeliever, who has never qbeyed one 
of his eoxmandments, produces faith 
in tiis heart, pardons his sins and gives 
him religion; thep in lu-avcn, through­
out .eternity, nteA' be heard the shouts 
.of many millions, praising God for the 
inestimable gift of the moruuer’s bench. 
But I have no faith in -any human 
custom or usage, I believe they have 
done much in diverting the sinner, 
from the obedience of faith and ieduc- 
iug them to rely in imaginary and su- 
perstieiofis notions. If 1 ask a Baptist 
brother for his authority, tor introduc­
ing the mourner s bench, he answers... - • •- .* ............. __  
me by asking me, for mv authority 
introducing the lot nilo/ a pp.-olxit’uHi ; 
well I feel (bi'minh ; for though I dq 
not givedlie hand of approbation my­
self, I know my brethern do. But it 
was not a custom for a long time after 
the commencement of the present re­
formation and should never have been. 
And now brethren if. we must have a 
human practice, let us exchange the 
hand of approbation tor the mournei's ! I have.stated, an in discriminate col- |

¡K-nias no miwer to rtertinn nf ta^airetn thesfld and-youug,!■ .■ 1 . _ _ . .. Lim

:

upon a lusinonat>le key. 1 thank (.»oct { 
tlffu" .i /. n’ W*~riti-iw; or spT-ifk. >T“a ' 
preacher, ■ not even the shadow of such ! 
a being passes before' our min i. But 
when we speek of a preAchet^we mean I 
a gentleman, through who ycin.-« the I 
rich milk of human kindness .flows I 
freely, who’s mind has been fully illu­
minated by the brilliant rays of light. ■ 
descending from the son of righteous-! 
ness, who’s judgment, from fet>fiwoii/i. \ 
has finally decided the truth of thej 
Bible and all it contains, who’s heart is 1 
filled to overflowing, with the love of!

• . God, the tendrils of Which, are reach- i 
ing out and centering around the ob- i 
ject.s of his mission, who’s winning 
voice is heard by day and night, in tin-; 
11mily-circle and in the high'ways as 
well as in church houses, inviting »in­
liers to come to God and into tin- l»os- 
dm of the church, who's fervent play- 
el's ascend to the giver of all good, in 
behalf of a fallen race, and after coun­
ting all the cost, leaves all eaithly 

____question«, and volunteers as a soldier, 
to light, under Jesus the great captain 
of his warfare. This is the j>i eoehcr; 
we want such. If all- our preachers 
were thus heavenly minded we would 
again say, as did the man of GimJ, “how 
beautiful are the feet! of them that1 
preach the gospel of peace and bring 
glad tidings of good things—But it is 
human to err, as well as mortal t<> die; I 
and this good man before he leaveth 
the flesh may become a castaway, or 
in the goodness of his heart, he may 
intro<luce some custom, which may 
give us much trouble'. During the last 
twenty years, customs have been in- 1 
trpduced by preacher», and grown into ! 
usage and unless abandoned will cause i 
us i.iuch trouble. A usage is more 1

■ to be feared and fraught with greater 1 
evil than written creed ; a creed may 
be ait, red, • mend s] or destroyed : but

■ v 1 
lemaips tl.e usage of that church, li r 
all time, w henever reference is had to i 
that date: and has a powerful- tmltt- 
cncd Up- n sub equent

Some 
by th a us 
their creed 
look upon- 
law. Tile 
linked the

and lias a powerful-in 
enerations. 

churches ars governed more 
age of- their fathers,- than 
or even their Bible, they 
them ns a kind of higher 
Presbyterians-, have est.lb- 

anxious seat, as a usage in 
their protracted meetings; if objections 
were naw made, to the anxious »eat 
it would be enough for a Presbyterian 
to know that it had been their usage. ■ 

, for fifty years. The Baptist, M -tho
«list and others, have introduced the 1 
moruning bench into their protracted 

“ meetings and continued it until it has 
become a usage, in those churches; its 
being a usages is reguarded by many, 
•unkient to quash every objection 

.... im»rr or angles eoubl raiso against the
. authority or utility of the custom

The mourner'» bench has ki n for 
many years *and is now a powerful 
lever, iu the hands of modem revival- 
jui*, it has enabled them to gather into

>•

in

___ Feed the Lam’os.
». - 11 1 ■ . • _

Jesus said “ Feed mv lambs,’, i 
may a pitiful God remember 
lam’.is which are straying, uuv-d i 
unwatvhed, through thè blind w 
and stormy paths of this century.

The evangelizing spirit is warm
the hearts of bur people, and we thank 
God forthat. True t’hristign hearts 
are burning with zeal for the cause of 
the Master. Men with their eves fixed 
heavenward, and strength devoted to 
the sternest of stegnest of struggles, 
are pressing out frofn the warmer Cir­
cles of Christian fellowship to “ plant 
the line” beyond the walls of oyr ac­
knowledged strongholds. But the sad- 

I * dest fact that ajqieals to the of him 
who studies our pioneer-work in all 

, its features, is, that when a Paul has 
. for “because the spirito{.the Gospel is, tl.af l^nU'd, teo trequent.y, no Apodvs has 
\)it : ' we should not have something for , ,lVTia,‘ "'ltl ’ ', t 

nothing, and taking the minors,sisters, 
and indebetnes of many out of the as­
sessment a very few pay all expenses 
of the ehurch, etc. I say, let all from 
the least to the greatest pay some­
thing, etc.”

'I he words quoted above are the i 
brothers, and would lead to jusf what

I

bench? 'The fir
enlist the feelings of the sinner, but 
the influence of the latter no man on 
earth'can estimate.

___ __Hexby Thomas.
San Jose, Cal. Dec. 25th, 1877.-

Two More Propositions.

! ■ We have known a county society 
which withered, away to ■ nothing un- 

f <ler the dry rot of gossip only. Friend­
ships, once as firm as granite, dissolve 
ed to jelly, and then ran away to water 
only, because of this ;- love that prom­
ised a future as enduring and as stable 

' as truth, evaporated into a morning 
; mist that turned to a day’s long tears, 
only because of this, a father and a 
son were set foot to .foot with the fiery 
breath of an auger that would never

I cool again between them ; and a hus- . 
band -find a young wife, each strain-*

i ing at the hated lash which-!» thebe- 
ginning had been the promise of a 

t God-blessed love, sat mournfully by 
the side of the grave where all their 
joy lay buried, and all because of this.

i We have seen faith transformed to 
mean doubt, joy give place to grim dc- 

! pair, and charity take on itself the 
' featdres of black malevolence, all be- 
cause of-the fell words of,s«tmlal,.and 
tin- magic mutterings o!*gossip. Gr. at 
crimes wdrk great wrong«, and the 
deeper tragédies of human life spring 
from larger passions ; but woeful and 
most moumhil aro the uncatalogued 
tragedies that issue from gossip and 
detraction ; most mournful the ship- 
wro-k often made of noble iiaturi- 
and lovely lives by the bitter winds 
and dead salt waters “'of slander. So 
easy to «ay, yet so hard to disprove-

| throwing on the innocent àll the bur- . 
den and the straih of demonstrating

I their innocence, and punishiag them 
as guilty if unaBle to pluck out the

i stings they never see, and to silence - 
won!» they never heard—gossip and

- slander are the dmdliestimd. cruelest 
weapon^ man has ever forged for hi» 
brother’s heart.—All Ike. Yeae Hound.

I .Scattered through many counties 
I of our state, are little bands of 1 fisci- *
pics who have come together at the 
call of God s shepherds, as they have 
passed through the land, lighting the 
watch-fires of lfo[>e on the new-made 
alters.

Many of these little flockshave been 
; Torsaken by their shepherds, w-ho are 
I forced away by the press of other du­
ties. “ 1 will smite the shepherd and 

I the sheep shall be scattered.'’ They 
are scattered, and sometimes scattered 
fer eternity. A lew may cling about 
the alter and watch the dying 'flame, 
till, one by one, the sparks go upward 
like souls to God, leaving death and 
desolation to watch by life’s ( deserted 
shrine.

Thè Spirt may cease to strive and 
go back to God ; the soul may cease 
to pray and go back to the world ; and 
angels will read the sequel beyond the 
day of doom and destiny. A bloom- 
lese plant in time ; a dead and with-, 
ered stalk in eternity.

There lire instances in which such 
congregations have maintained life, 
rarely progressive life, owing to the 
presence in their midst of a few well 
devfclqped Christrnndives and hearts, 
already grown strong in the-gaace of 
God anil the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. They are 
often materially assisted and encour­
aged by frequent evangelical visits by 
preaching 'brethren and thus kept 
alive in Christ.

No congregation of Disciples should 
be left without such assistance ; eithèr 
from active and progressive elements 
within, or from evangelical aid with­
out.

The disastinm r -sub* of »neb deser­
tions. are too unmistakably recorded 
in ch invìi, .history, by the impress of 
melancholy failures and prayerless 
hearts grown hoj>eles»ly cold, to be 
misread or miuunderHtood by the 
church in the discharge of its present 
duties and labors

When I’spil preached Christ with] 
such |>ower through the cities of old, 
he appreciatcil th»- necessity of watch- i 
ing oi er ami nourishing “ the babes in i 
( 'hr.i-1. ’ To-day we study with [fleas- ! 
ure and profit bis letters to them, and ! 
enjoy the holy enthusiasm with 
which he refiTs to 1 .fy contemplated 
visit«. Actuated by the srfhic undy­
ing love for their prosperity, accom­
panied T>y Barnrtbas, he travelled 
through the cities of Asia, ordaining 
Elders in every church, confirmihg 
the souls and establishing them firm- 
ly in Christ. Again for this cause he 
left Titus in Crete, that he might or- 
ordain Elders in the churqhes.

Thus the apostles watched over 
their converts and endeavored to .en­
gage them in active Christian service, 

Hfor activity is one of the first essentials 
to growth. ‘

This apparent inability to provide 
for her scatterCtl children, is one of 
strongest appeals which is now being 
made to the church of the living God. 
It is a call which to this time, has re­
ceived but a feeble response, but 
which demands immediate nnd pray­
erful consideration.

H. R. Wiley. ’
Smta Ana, Cal.

I "I
■Ä

rich and poor, widows, infirm, and all 
alike, without regard to age, sec, or 
condition, and putting them (thetaxes) 

„into the pockets of the preacher, or 
perhaps to.building, it. mav be a very 
costly ehurch house, an.l furnishing it 
with the latest stylç of furniture, in­
strument of music, and all.

I can see no better plan than that 
taught by tl»e apostle. In that is safe­
ty, out of it, danger, disaster, distruc- 

If we may depart from the

11 m. Sto nlf>/ :
By your permission, I wish to make 

two more pn^positions to the Brother- ( 
hood of Oregon, the second one is, for j 
us not to hinder any brother or sister . L j . , ,, ' . ‘ 4 », • teaching of the word with respect to
from sending to our annual county . . °, , . . , . .,° _ • | raising church funds, and enter themeetings, twenty five cents for every ,, - ,, 6. , . * field of speculation and constructionone hundred dollars worth of property . >. \ ?. . . on-that subject, so may we depart from

the-word on any and all other sub- 
ject».------_ /

But the brother seems willing to 
depart from the favorite War cry of 
tfieToundera of the Reformation, “1 
*q>eak where the Bible speaks, and am 
silent where it is silent,” in order to i 
justify his position, and says that we 
“speak in many things wlrere the 
Bible is silent as death.”

But now I ask the brother if the 
Bible is silent on tlx: subject of raising 
money ? No,, it speaks. Ulen let us 
speak like it «¡leaks on that subject, 
even if there is never a church house j 
Lnildt.
-In order to raise church finances, I 

m v. [dan is not the ignore to “lay by in j 
store” plan as the brother would ir­
reverently do, but is to manage some 
wav to infuse into the church more of 
the Spirit of Christ more devotion, 
more heartfelt religion, niorc fortitude, 
more 1 lipwledg**, more tenqieranec, 
more patience, more Godliness, more 
brotherly kindness, and more love. 
For if these things be in ais and |

I

Growth of Berlin,

v

that we arc assessed at. by the county 
ass.-ssor, to be appropriated for mis- 
sionery purposes, the 'dielegates from 
each congregation to select a President I 
and vice-President, a Secretary and. 
Treasurer, and employ all of «mat, 
Preachers, to hold protracted m-.din^Fj 
and contend earnestly for the faith : 
once delivered to the saints,; nd keep 
a strict account of their success;-tmd 
the amount of* contrihuridfis they re­
ceive, ami report to the P. (’. MEssex- 
osn, and every three months report to 
the Secretary, a d if they have 
not received a sufficient remu­
neration, for their lalxir, then give an 
order on the Treasurer for a sufficient 
amount to liquidate the debt. “Re­
member they that preach the gospel, 
shall live of tl>o gospel. ’ My third 
proposition is, that every brother or 
sister that is blessed with property,; 
should make a will, and-make the mis­
sionary cause one of the heirs, remem­
bering at all times, that they that have- 
not the ('missionary; sjfliit of Christ, 
are none of hi •>

A London pap6F,~of a recent date, 
says : “It would be difficult to find a 
parallel in history of a rate of increase 
which could be compared with that of 

! Berlin, the capital of Prussia, and now 
J of the German Empire. Originally a 
. Wend fishing village, on the sluggish 
I River Spree, it did not attain any de- 
' gree of importance until, in the days of 
the great Elector, it bcainc the centre 
of a powerful State, of which he may be 
said to have laid the foundation. It is 
situated about one hundred feet above 
sea level, in the midst of a dreary plain 
of sasd, destitute of either beauty or 
fertility—‘ an oas's of stone and brick 
in a Sahara of sand.’ A*, the end of the 
seventeenth century it nnnib red, how­
ever but 5(1,00(1 inhabitants. It made 

1 more progress during the r. igiw.f the 
first Prussian King, Fred-rick™, and 
his successors, until, at the death of 
Frederick the Great, its population 

I numbered 145,000. But the city in- 
i creased at an enormous rate during 
j the present century. In 1833 it Lad 
i 250,000 inhabitants; in 1858, the 
' population, including a garrison«£ 15,- 
; 000 men, had incracd to 455,000, 
Pwhile now ¡thinks fourth among the 
‘ capitals of Europe, numbering nearly 
a million inhabiiansts, of which 22,-

■ GOO arc soldiers of the garrison, 20,000
cj

Roman Catholics, and 1 (i,000 Jews' 
; Among its population sliotdd be men- 
'tinned (>,000 French Protestants, the 
j descendants of those exiles who were 
' dfiv.-n from their native soil by the 
i intolerance of Louis XIV., whose at­
tribute, ‘le grand nmnarque,’ reads like" 
a satire by the side of the shortsight­
edness which would deprive France ot

■ some ot’her best children by the revo­
cation of the Editc of Nantes. Berlin' 
received the refugees with open arms, 
and has reaped ever since, along with 
tlie whole of* Prussia, the benefit* «4 
such a wise course.”

abound, they will make us that we 
; shall neither be idle nor unfruitful in 
the know! ••».<<• of tiie .Lord Jesus 

'(‘lliist
All Scripture is.given by inspiration 

end is able to make us wise unto sal­
vation through faith, which is Christ 
Jesus, and is profitable for doctrine, 
reproo* eorrijetion and instruction in 
righteom-m-Hs, that the man of God 

Ii‘ if ¡■fed, thoroughly furnished 
unto nil good work.

_Tlitn, “the lav by in stfirc plan,” is 
the Scripture plan for raising funds, 
an inspired plan, anj is the plan, living 
thorough and pertect. and needing no 
amendments like that -suggested by 
brother A. W. 8.

have read carefully m< : -.than 
once brother “A. W. L's” arti les on 
the subject of'‘Church Finances. ' ami 
I eonfes.4 I. am not ideas -; with his 
suggestions altogetWiv

The grand objection* ;,ug^csted to 
. my mind are these ; -

His plan is first, unlawful.- second, 
impracticable, and. third' uhjiut’ It 
is unlawful, Ix’C.Tis? his plans would 

I compel every one to give something 
whether the Lord had prospered hifii 
to that sotiiethifig or not. And if he 

I had l>een prospered to something, it 
would make his brother or a “judicious 

, committee,'' and not liim.self the judge 
as to what .jjji >unt he had been pro»- elfectual, way of governing in a family 

j [>ered and should pay. It is unlawful i " ' "
j*. net sanctioned by aside his supremacy; so in—pulflic

| the word, either in the letter, spirit or
i by just construction, or implication.
i It is impracticable, because, not being i 
! justified by the law, there in no means 
(to compel a delinquent brother to pay |

I

■J. F. A.
Sjienccr Creek, Or. Jan. 15th, 1878

*-*—.->««•. --------- -
The most politic, because the most

[>ered and should pay. It is unlawful ( ¡„ for t],e hnsband occasionally to lay 
___ __ _ 5 ft« 
well as in private life, that king will be 
most |>opular who does not at all times 
exercise his full prerogative.

Send uà a new subscriber.
• i
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Blessed is the man that walkethf 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way flf sinner», nor. 
sitteth in the seatfof the scornful. But 
his delight is in the law of the Lord; 
and in hi» law doth he meditate day 
and night.
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