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Bible an a seal to no one except

A good Methodist brother a few 
fey s ago handed, me a copy- of the 
Pacific Methodist, the “organ of the 
M. E. church South for this coast. On 
reading the puwpr over my eyes
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Our Troubles.
svM. tu ru.

you and the readers of I*
. Messenger will indulge iue while 
talk more about our. a

PREACHERS
As the prosperity of our eause depends 
mono upon them than any other class 
of men in the kidgdom of God. There 
being now no .supernatural jncachers 
and no promise from tlm head of the 
church that thero ever will be, and 
-the church, at' least, to some degree, 

■ is responsible for the proclaihat ion of 
the GojspeL It becomes her duty to 
quality her gtivid uicmbera for that 
work, so whenever she ascertains that 
slie | ■>. a n. rn'.;i w ko'se feet are
shod wjth the preparation of the Cos-

seen by this time the solemnity turned 
into mirth, and the weeping into 
smiles.

But enough about these things. I 
will ha1, e no controversy with any 
brotheir upon the introduction of the 
tuning fork into the church. We 
havb now on’ hand- a controversy 
about the organ, and I think a con- 
trover»}' upon one musical instrument 
is enough at the present time.

The great object I have in view 
now is, if possible, to stimulate every 
preacher in California, to buckle on 
his armor and take the sword of the 
spirit, and though he may lave to 
make pome sacrifice, pi each the’tins-, 
pel, the power of God unto salvation, 
arid i/you'do not get von r hi re here 
which is your dXTO, God will give it 
to you by and by. But 1 must talk 
to preachers again.

■' ■ —Hknrv Thuuas.
>San Jose, Cal, Dev. 10, 1S77

helmet of '-’dvati-in , slie. should-eom-
mil to. him th ■ Sw .d of tl’vSpiritanii
send him forth to p ¡■each, with amp’o
recoiumendati ms a:id. support. Thus
the Gospel will l>e sounded out' by
her. lit’ this b'rothe r sLouiu prove uii-
worthy or preach any other Gospel
than that taught b} Christ or his in-
spired preachers, the church should 
withdraw h-.-r recommendations and 
support;’.also dismiss him from (he 
body, of Christ, and thus avoid any 
further difficulty With him or trouble 
pn his account.

’ One of tl.cr greatest troubles we 
have had to encounter in California, 
has arisen from an unwis- jind in-
judfeious distribution of qjh', prCach- 

.érs. I opine a Me’th< di-t -bishop 
con; 1 teach us-much in this direction. 
But a-; we are pot lil^ly to call t.o our 
assist r.ee a Meth IJist Lisis p, I will 

i< r.s myself, though 
.’jthori.ty, either ,iq 
rg thè ¡ n ache tx ■ 
! meet’ with gome 

from the church os, for most of 
selfish at. l only seem to earc*

interest and prosperity of their 
cur advice 
be |iut ta­

me field where 
rs w<i;il 1 yield the greatest in 
Yi'f have young men, hale and 
ahi • ‘ tù take- tho field an-.l 

r.r. I Eùild up churches ; they 
yied to that work. We 

whose whole 
are mellowed 
mingled with 
assign to the

make some suggest! 
I can exercise no ». 
the church or amor 
and here we will 
trouble from the ch.urolu 
them ar- 
for t!
own town or city. Nur 
is Trial every preacher 
work in that part of tho 
his late;
come, 
hearty, 
plant 
should lx assjg 
have other gooumnen, 
soul,' Lo ly, and spirit 
down by labors of love 
age; these we would 
pastoral work ; but while the decrees 
of Ge i . would th is indicate and- 

roidy to approbate the voice of 
ureh, saying to this brother, 

come, ice 1 mv lamb- and lead them by 
thy winning voice, to streams of living 
water, that th y may drink and ibirrt 
no'mere. A voice is heatd' i’i the 
church No, No; though we love this 
brother for his work’s sake, he caoiVd 
amus • the children, nor use with 
<1 ’ :ihi .. fork. . The r- •
suite th athkdic brother must.leave 
the G <p-1 uluiv, with which lie was 
opera* ng ■ cessfullyk and content 
him •• ■If fo Liter with a hoe, a rake." 
and a tuning fo: 
brother. \ -t bang handle the 

shade mid 
work. A 

instrument 
to be introduced here, while" we” talk
upon a -object so solemn, but I have 
been frequently troubled over a 
tuning fkrk, and if it has troubled biit 
onq member of the church, it may lie 
numbered among our troubles. Let 

‘nie relate an -incident that, often 
occurs after an interesting sermon and 
n. warm exhortation ; the congregation 
very solemn, sinners weeping, ami all 
anxious and expecting to hear sonic 
dear sotil’confess cur Lord ;’ a song hl 
demahd.d, some brother arise», an-» • ■ '■»1 
nounp s the page in soine three <Iiffer-
ent, books, thpn, alter finding his tuuvj 
ing.fork, draws it two or three titneah 
Bctw“»n his teeth, before he gets theh

I

Infhnt Church Membership'. -ail 
Infant Baptism.

fell 
bn an article entitled “ Infant Church 
Membership.” Upon examination of 
the article, I found that the heading 
■was only another name for infant 
baptism, as the article was devoted 
almost exclusively to the defense of 
that institution. I have often won­
dered why it is that persons who 
arguo so stoutly that baptism is a 
“ non-essential,” spend so much time in 
trying to prove that infants should be 
baptized. The article referred to fills 
almost two columns, tho whole -of 
which is an attempt .to prove that in­
fants should receive this non-essential 
rite,. ~-------

The writer lays down the following 
proposition : “ That the command to 
baptize infanta is as definite and' 
positive as to baptize’adults." He 
then tells us that..“ a command may 
be enforced in three ways. 1st,-by 
logetimate inference ; 2d’, by exatrple ; 
thirdly, by positive precept." He 
then proceeds to argue the question 
under tho first head, “Legitimate 
inference." The writer fails to state 
the’true issue in .the proposition 
which ho discii-^cs. No on? conterujs 
for adult.baptism alone nor has any­
one ever claimed that the Bible com­
mands only the baptism of adult».. 
What the opponents of infant baptism 
contend for is that tl.e Bible com­
mands only the baptism of be'dewr»,- 
a'nd they respectfully claim that it 
cannot be shown by “ Legitimate in­
ference, by example,” nor “ by positive 
precept" that the Lord ever coiji- 

im of . any others, 
of the Writer is

can 
tiieV. 

pro- 
look

Lazarus and the Rich Man.stance, wheie the preacher is required 
to pray at the baptism of an infant 
“ that this chihl being delivered from 
the wrath may be received into the 

i ark of Christs church,’* and J that the 
’ old Adam ¡is child may be buried, 
1 that the now man may be raised up 
¡in him;”.and again, ‘‘sanctify this 
water, for this holy sacrament, and 
grant that this child now to be bap­
tized may’receive the fullness of thy 
grace and ever remain in the number 
of thy faithful and elect children.”

New all this is in exact harmony 
with the doctrine of “ water regenera­
tion,” as is clearly set forth in the 
article under review.
' But tho writer tells us that “ it took 
the place of circumcisicn as a real.” 
It is evident that baptism now form- ’ 
allv seals'all who receive it to God. 
Circumcision is spoken of in the

that oircutucision did before our 
Savior’s incarnation,” and again, “ I 
shall proceed to show that baptism 
did tako the place of circumcision.”

If the writer of the articlo referred 
to could succeed in proving this ho 
would gain an imperishable crown for 
his brow, and thousands of his l’cdo- 
Baptist” friends would rise to call 
him blessed; but in this he fails, as 
thousands of others 'who have tried 
before him. The Rev. Jacob Ditzler 
found out to his sorrow that that 
position could not be maintained, 
hence in his most' recent debates he 
did not attempt it. That baptism did 
not take the place of circumcision 
inav lie shown, for the following 
reasons : 1st, males only were cirbum- 
cised; “ both men and women ” were 
baptized ; 2d, circumcision was to be 
performed on the eighth day, baptism 
is not limited to that day, and l’edo- 
Baptists themselves do hot do so ; tld, 
parents circumcised their own child- 

j ren, do parents baptize their child- 
; ren ? 4'h, the circumcision of a child
■ never depended upon' the faith nor 
piety of the parents, they might be as

■ wicked ns sin, as many.of them were. 
I yet their children were to be circum- 
I cisi d. Would our Methodist brethren 
' baptize children of wicked disobedient 
I parents .’ 5th, infafita, idiots and
slaves were circumcised alike without 
arty moral qualification, simply be­
cause tliev belonged to the nation. 
Does baptism take the place- of cir- 

. cumcision in .these particulars ? But 
the writer says-that “ it occupies the 
same place in Aii* church of God that 
circumcision did befqjre the incarna­
tion.” Now let us sec: The Methodist 
Discipline commands baptism to be ad­
ministered as an innitiatory rite. 
Circumcision did not occupy this 
placo.no one. was circumcised under 
the law to make them Jews or to ini­
tiate them into the Jewish church, 
but because .they were Jews and 
entitled to the ordinance by the com­
mand of God. That the Methodists 
make baptism the door into the 
church I presume ■\vill not be .denied.

The writer of th* article before us 
sa vs that “ i’t (baptism) is innitiatory 
in its character." The Methodist Dis­
cipline requires their ministers to 
pray at the baptism of an infant> 
“ that it may be baptized with water 
'nd the Holy Ghost, and received into 

( ’I'.rist’s holy church.” We see then 
that according to Methodist theology, 
baptism occupies quite a different 
“ position ” from that of circumcision 
among the Jews.

But the writer tells ns a little fur­
ther ill mg that “ as an outward sign 
of an inward work of grace they arc 
exactly alike.” Now what puzzles 
me is, 1st, how circumcision was an 
“ outward sign of an inward work of 
grace" to an infant eight days old- 
Then again, was circumcision an out- 

Hvard sign of an inward grace .to the 
ieked Saul son of Kish, first king of 

Israel, or to the wicked Jehu, and qll 
tlioao rebellious Jews who espoused 
the cause of Baal ? Was it an out­
ward sign of an inward grace to the 
wicked Jews who persecuted the, 
• ‘Lristians, stoned SJephen to d^rtflt, 
and crucified the Savior? dhit we 

told by the writer that in this 
particular “ they are exadtlv alike." 
Nov.- I would like for the writer to 
tell us how that baptism is an “ out­
ward sign of an inward grace in the 
'.i.-ut” to an infant, and if there be 
:.,i I inward work of grace in the 
hor.rf. ” of ii baptized infant, what is 
the medium of its accomplishment?

■4'' ('ertr.inly it cun not lie accomplished 
by faith, for the infant can’t believe; 
it can not be accomplished by repen­
tance, foj- the same reason. Does it 
not follow that baptism is the only 
medium through which this “inward 
work of grnca’* it” brought about ? 
This is nearer '' baptismal regehera- 
ticn ’’ than anything I have seen for a 
long time. If this be tlic teaching of 
the Methodist church, I 'confess that 
it makes plain some things in their 
discipline that have been hard for 
to understand heretofore. For

manded the bnpt 
But. the proposition 
not tme even as stated, end né 
not prove it true, by either of 
•iAhree ways " which, be says, a 
position may 1w proven ; let us 
nt it for a moment. “The command 

1.4^0.» jpi definite and rm
baptize' adults. ' The 

ly the bap- J 
cannot be- i 

fer nico ” is ; 
biptizcd;; 
rgitilnate

I hap-,

jingle. Now we sing. I have
I

to b.iptgrc irrfan 
possitive ar to 
Savior has cummin led onl 
tism of believers, infants 
lieve, the ■ “ legitimate in 
that infants -aro ii.it to lx 
adults, con'believe, and the“ 
inference” is that they run 
tized.

But let u?!try this propodtiiKi by 
the second star in which as »proposi- •' k. * J
tion mav be enforced. ‘ Bv example.’ 
There' is not an example of infant, 
baptism in all the Bible ; there a;'t? 
a number of examples of adult’ bap­
tism ; the Savior is one, Satti of Tar­
sila, Simon Magus, Lydia, Córneliou», 
and the Philipian Jailor arc others. 
This is sufficient to provo the proposi­
tion referred to un trac.

We notice now his argument in 
favor of infant baptism founded offin­
ference. He says-that “ our inference 
in favor of thia practice is taken from 
the fact that Christian baptism occu­
pies tlw name position in the church 
of God under the present dispensation

:

me 
in-

“There wti a ceruin rich mm which wan 
clothed in purple and tine Jineo. ami fared unmp- 
tuoualv every day. And there waa a < eruin beggar 

• named Lazarna, which wtj3 laid u: hi.« gate, full of- 
eorea ; and deairing to be f xl with the crumbs 

1 which fell fro#) tho lich man’s table.”
I suppose that the preceding para­

ble has been-read time and again by 
all of the readers of the Messenger, " 
perhaps with a feeling of pity for 
poor lost Dives ; but did the thought 
ever occur to you, gentle reader, that 
there is a possibility of yon occupying 
the same position that tho rich man 

i did ? Are there not souls starving 
for the bread of life, while we are . 

' living “ sumptuously T’ And Will we 
; refuse io give t.h.em the crumbs that 
fall from our tables ? We all knpw 

. that there are a few who are not able 
; to give much, though the most of u» 
are more able than we think.’ We. . . .. . „ q

. have nothjhg but what we have re- 
I ceived. And what are we for but

Abraham, and to him it, was “a' seal 
of the righteousness of his faith which 
he had bejng-yet uncireumcist d. Do 
the advocates of infant baptism ad­
minister that ordinance to infanta fa 
a seal of th - righteousness of the faith 
they have before baptism ? Biit we 
arc told that “ it is evident that bap­
tism formally seals all who'receive it 
to God.” Now we all know the sig­
nificance of a seal: It is to makesecure> 
to attest; in law it is to authenticate 
or to legalize that to which it is at­
tached. To be sealed to God is to re­
ceive the stamp of God's acceptance, 
to have the assurance that we are a 
child of Gdd; yet we are told that 
baptism is the seal. Isn’t this placing 
too much stress on a “ non-essential ” 
ordinance? We are taught by the 
Apostle to the Gentiles, that God’s 
children “ are sealed unto the day of 
redemption.” The writer says, “ it is
evident that baptism seals us.” If 
this be true, does it not follow that.^ 
who have not been baptized have not 
the seal of their “ redemption in 
Christ Jesus ?” This is certainty 
placing a great stress upon baptism, 
and giving it a greater importance 
than is given to it in the word of 
God. The disciples have been de­
nounced by their Methodist brethren 
as “ water regeherationists,” for saying 
thatjiaptism to a penitent believer, 
is a condition of remission of past 
sins, but no one ever heard one of 
them son tend that it seals us. to God. 
or that it is a seal of our redemption. 
Baptism seals nothing nor any < ne. 
It is true that God’s children are all 
sealeil, but baptism is not tho seal. 
Paul tells v. bat it is ]>y which we are 
sealed to God, “ in-whom, ’ sn;.s the 
a|»ostle, “ after you Indieved, you were 
■scaled by the 1’oly Spit it of promise;” 
and again the .■-■’me apostle says 
“ Grieve not the Hoiy Spirit of God, 
whereby you are sealed unto the day 
of redemption.” Thus we see that 
the Holy Spirit is that by which we 
are “ sealed to God," and not larfitism. 
It gives me pain to see our good 
brethren of the M. E; church South j 
thus dethrone the Holy Spirit of God ; 
and exx't’a “ mere external ordinance ’’ 
in its place.

But th
this lorg argument founded 
ference,” if he bad resorted 
of the other 
tells us *-* a 
forced,” that

I

writer could have saved al! 
on “ in­

to either 
two waya in which he
command may be en- 
is, “ by example or by 

positive precept.” Now if those who 
contend for infant baptism would 
give us an “example.” of it in the 
Bible, or a “positive precept” con­
cerning it, that would settle the ques- i 
tion, and there would lie no necessity 
for an argument founded on “ infer­
ence." 1 hope the writer will give an 
example from tlie Bible in his next.

Benton.

a 
certain jiniverrity was a learned place 
was that most persons took some 
learning there, and but few brought 
any away with them, and so it accu- 

.rnulated.

Dean Swift said that the reason

To keojvyour secret is wisdom ; bnt 
to cïpcct others to keep it is folly. -

that we shonid spend and bn sfient 
for him who has done xa much for 
us. “ Though Im was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that yo 
through hie poverty might become 
rich.” Are we better than he ? Is 
the servant greater than his Lord ? 
Jesus as a servant receives universal 
approval, Jesus as a master is not so 
popular. All are willing to be served 
b^Tesusgbut feb' are willing to servo 
him. » ? * ’

Reader, if you profess to be a ser­
vant of the Lord, take the case home 
to yourself. Suppose that you waa 
master of a number of servants, and 
duty should call you away from homo, 
and you should entrust your business 
matters with your servants, com­
manding them to-do all that they 
could, assuring them that you would 
return soon, and reward them liber­
ally for all their labor. If on your 
return your servants should confess t® 
you that they/had spent the means- 
that you had given them, for their 
own pleasure, would you approve or 
condemnA|iein ? You had left fields 
yif grain^Wi be harvested ; lint some 
were .not able to do much work, 
neither were thev willing to spend 
their substance in hiring those who 
could. And’ those who were able, 
would not, because the others would 
not remunerate them for so doing. 
You pray for the conversion of sin-- 
ners, but aro you doing anything to 
convert them. Would you think that 
man san», who on seeing his neighbor 
fall into a ditch would go into his 
closet and pray the Lord to help that 
man out? while he himself would not 
assist him, though it were in 
power to do so. 
ners worth Lis 
not think them 
earthly goods ?

We seem to think it 
up treasure on earth where moth 
rust doth corrupt, and thieves break 
through and steal, than to obe7 tho 
Sai icr’s cominan 1, and - lay up 
treasures in Leaven where neither 
moth nor r ist doth corrupt nor thieves 
break thrnu ,h and . t ’al.” He who 
luw an eye singl- unto the glory of 
G”d will ii"t sp- n-1 his, means for 
worldly plea sur s. He will be willing 
11 be*"pbbr in worldly gond» that he 
may add some glory to the Lord. 
Jesu - died for all ; but. . • m how wo 
seem to think it was just for us. At 
any rate, we are content if we think 
our own “calling and election sure.” 
If we have the love, that Jews com­
manded, when he said, “ This is my 
commandment, that ye love one 
another, as I have lined you,” vfe can 
not feel Content as long as there is a 
soul wandering from God, that is in 
our power to reclaim. . _ ,

Reader, if you knew not Christ 
would you think that person a Chris­
tian who would not deprive him or 
herself of at least some of earth’s 
pleasures in order to teach you the 
way of life? “Not every ona._that 
saycth unto me Lord, Ixird, shall en-' 
ter into the kingdom of heaven ; but 
ho that docth the will of God.” “ To, 
him that knoweth to do good, and 
doe th it not, {to him it is sin” “Be
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him, though it
Christ thought 

blóod, 
worth

and shall 
even all

better to

his 
sin- 
wo 
our

lay 
and

i
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