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Communi_co;tions.
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Our Troubles.

EUMHER Y1

Wo again eell the attention of the

readers ol the P. C. MEssENGER o
e
OUR PREACHERS,

Christianity, with all "its faots

] an !
truths, commandments,
and fn'lltuh_-ll

‘this constitution

prowmises, i< upon a
Jdivine tnn-lmltml:
contains the decrees andordinances of |
(111-*. ]ln'lllg fhl'
foreknowledge.  Beiore lLe un-

dertook to  devise the scheme of

human redemption, all time argl eter-
him.

mapped eout before

‘.:rlii tor

Ti]:_‘?' 3

experiment,

was no necessity for
nor did hé ever err in
any of his deeress, of. have an oedasion

his

accomplish-

to change, alter or m'u].t_\ -

nances .in order to the
ment

80 to-suit the

of his purposes, nor wonlil

capricious desires ot all

in earth or heaven ; but' all hiz de-
and ordinances composing the

erees _
constitution npbn which his seheme of
redempiion was founded, are a3 1m-
wutable as himself.

We know nothing of any deeree

of God, ----.-]-: we find !?

ordinance

written in the Dible, and whenever
we find one written E:-. that book, we
.]!“]-I."‘- e jt ‘.\':!-|], eaur \.'}I-:}.- in‘:L]'I 3.

Now Cod has decread and it Sanhot
be changed, that the preacher shoulkd:
be the great human instrumeéntality,
.in his hands, in the converdion of the
world from darkmess to light, from

Satan to God.
inthians : “
of God, the
not (iod, i

ishn s, {2l nphr:h
save tl nb.] 1l'nf believe.”

Paul says to-the Cor-
Aftgr that, in the wisdgm
world by wisdom knew
t please IL‘ Hml “by the fool-
“of preaching. to
.] Clot. 1. 21,

Another ordinance making it ne esRATY
that there should be a, preacher, in
“order to the conversion of the sinner.
is found in Rom. x. 15, 14, 15 and |
roads': “ For whosoeever .‘\iL'\iI. call
upon the name of the Lord, shall be |
saved. How then shall they call on |

him, in whom they have not believed ?

and h-w shall they

whom they have not heard / and how

hear witheut a preacher !

shall the

and how shall thev
the ¥ Lyn

strongest

above is the
expressing  «

sent " The
manner  of
nesative, .
To ‘accomplish the great
Dhe ]\lill'r'_:ht

I-]il:u‘-u'
God intended  should

about by his preachers, it was e

Cessanry in the begiining, to make

them sapernatural, for ‘a ngtural o eible as the laws of the Medes and

uninspired man could not receive the | Persians, which are said to “ changs

thines of the spirit until they were not.” - At such times it is impossible |
revealed to him in a natural wey. | to get either favors, =ympathy g in-

Paul says : “ But the natural man re- | vestigation.

a'i\' i.:. not the things of the spirt of We saw this fully demoifstrated at |
God, for they are foolishmessto-trith ; C'incinnati, Towa, recently.

neither can he know thém, becanse! We werq called there to hold a |
they are spiritually seerned tut | series of m-:-tin;:a. having been there |
he that ~i.1il'ii-!‘l"ii matural) | last_spring—reported in MrsseNGER

judgeth all #hings, vet he Limsoil 1;,“" April lastr—when we baptized i3

judged of no ma For who hath |persons, some of wZom avere converts |
known the niind. of the Lord. that he | and  members of  these scetarvian

n et Inm Dut w super- churchos, whieh ~netton —om our p:u*'
n e the mind of Christ.” | scems to have fuily aroused the i
R 5, 1 was -therefore- clergy of the Congregationalist and

n { ' nreachers | M. 15 ehurches so mueh =p. that we

ghould | y analified that they conld | were nob allowad to preach to the |
reecive thouchts  dirset !-_..g;| God, | peopde in the bonse owned by said

th i t \ not clothed in 1'I!'Ii‘~' nor could we ._;.-{‘ thé M." E |
WO I'bese spiritual gilts, however, [ man to say what his reasons were, but |

werd to cense when the revelation was +wo did contmue to preach in a hall, in |
perfeeted, ns there would be no longer | said village, to a E'u‘n!u'mtlrlr amnl ex-
any neccssity for a direet communics- Jgeedingly attentive audience, four of

tion {rour God, after hie had tanght us

all that was mecessary for our happi-

e, our tranquility in death

and our eternal ]m, pl..r 35

grave. . -—
Paul says: “ Chn.rit_\"ncvc.-r faileth ;

but whether

sghall fail :

they shall cease;

]".Ihl!\':-"]_;"'. it

ness he

beyond ’.1|n‘

rlbuv Les tongm.-
thers be
vanish away.”

whe "!Il '
shail

1 Cor. xiii. 8 These spiritual giits
were given for the ',w:'fw:ting of .the
saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the editieation of the body of

€<t mntil the chur=l eame.into the

anity of the faith and of the knowl-

| . . > .
Sodoe of the Sen . of God,

'*.m-I re \'za!'i it to man.

ordjinances, |

result of his “.mhlll; .

lia lin i

believe in him, of |

preach except |

“be pr: ;;;lu ciesﬁ 't.hny .

e ————— e

fect unto-—the  measure of the
hmltn"':f'
all these supernat
in-accordanee
| decree' of God. Then, from and ailcr
:t!;-‘ Apaostle John upon Patipos, re-
I the last law of Christianity
There being
one God and father of all, ane Lor 1 of |
lall, one spirit, one body, one faith, one
| baptism and one hope, Ro man- was
ever called of God as was Paul and
| others ; but this work was assig gned to

llw Just |

man
the fulness of Christ. | Then

ural gifts were t'l‘

| - 0.m
and did cease, with the

ceived

the leuh and  during
eighteen huiidred years it has béen
tlu duty of the dmnh to send the'

oladd tidings of salvation to a lost and
.llurmi woild, by the preacher, who |
confine him-

the

1

must in all his teaching,

i self closely to what is taught lu.

rr'\'u~1rmf*vr-~t—~n—ﬂh—-rv\§w‘—
But [ must take another rogess, or

my produetion will nof e read:

| Hivay. THoMas

Qan Jose, Cal, Dee 1, 1877.

e :
- Sectarian Jealousy.

The "linruq'\' of the

[ years pregenis-a |ﬂ|lnnldlul JAETRY O

l ligious sectarians, shiftting and Chdli"-

bing amidst revojutions of different |

hold their

characters, strugeling to

position” in the “-.1!1 with all the |
tenacity ahd
worthyof“a<better—eatye;—sometimes
other times con-

;_-:'-"'"] ol the

I amd

«zeal necessary
expanding and, a
tracting in & :'mih as the
vequire. If there i

all others that sec-
tarianism is now jealous of, it is-the
efforts of many Tovers -of -the trath4
who are laboring to restore the ancienit
order of things. For nea l\' a century |
this _effort. has beew tha object.of |
_sectarian  zealopsy and “fear,
| first locked us “oit* then secing the
| people would have the truth as taught
in the they then thought. fo
meetb the disciples in discussion, and

party sectns
one thing above

Bible,

lalso to send forth a host of
who should from the lecture rostrum
expose the efforts of restoration ; this
But to-
day there is a kind of peculiar forma-

{ is occasionally kept up vet.

| tion of cnail}vrulnim', such as .\\'U!“il. if
fully adhered to, stop at once all re-

sectarian jealousy would still exist, a

| silent warfare in a somewhat indirect |

way would still go on.
. Sometimes matters come to a foeus

and the contrast is fully

shown, and

the real angry epirit uf_j-‘ai::'.»,' stalks |

| forth ferostous as a bion, and

nv kl-

| whom obeyed the Gospel, and seldom |
[ have we found a lew disciples more
itlnrmurhiv of the same mind and
.junl-'lmnt :

past two hun 1J| sl |

warriors, |

search and investigation, and althougli |

unth a per-itltuukl'ul' for the ahility to displa)'}

their courageous jealonsy by closing
against us, Several excuscs
were offered for the M, E. church,
j chiefly that he was fiom Ireland and |
! not acenstomed to American sociabili-
ty, but we remember that Christianity

|is the same the world over, and the
ltmnblc is ‘that said preacher is a
| Methodist. first and last, and therefore
Idl%po«ml to do Jllsl’. ‘what would be
I done-a hundred times oftener than it
|is ‘only for policy sake. We don't
lh!ame the man but the system. How
‘ecan a man who is whelly given to
f sectarian theology do otherwise 2. He
knows he dare not ‘undertake to de-
fud it in discussion. * What else could
‘he do? Our qmly mystery is why
}ntlmrﬂ don't- do like hlm which we
can account for only on the fact that
it will. as in this.case, cause. much of
the temporal support to pass away,
{ but this man is both jealous and zeal-

um enough to suﬂ'--l for his cause.
“ o did think of asking him to take

doors

3¢ llp ummge_tu defend his theology, but

,on reflecting we thought it rather un-
reasonable to ask a man to do an im-
| possibility. Methodism is too corrupt
Lo theery, to-be -susceptable ~of a fair
| defonse, and when a man, otherwise
[g-m:!. is fully absorbed in it, he is
zealous jealous and t-reache:'mm, to that
| degree that he is incapable of dealing
‘iunl_\ 5@_11;11 anything iz_which opposes
his precious theory, and is as thorough-
1y Llinded to the true imfiort of the f
« | Gospel as any -sectarian of the past
| vighteen eenturies, such an one glones
| in sectarianism, and never calls it .in
| question, and can not bear to hear
Jut,‘uw do so. We have witnessed
, enongh-in’ the past ten years to irres-
tistably. conelude that sugh js the case

1 n-.ll to teach the theories, \et we are
| still m!!:lﬂflll for that class who were
| Christ'ans  first, and unfortunately
altevward, and ave so coniused as to
find it diflienkt to see-gheir way out,
and our prayer is that a continuous
study of God's word: will enable them
| o learn mere perfeedy. But of the
former we can only say as we "would
toa man who desired to fill a keg
with wine when it Jg full of water,
If you preserve your wine in that
| keg you should first pour out the
water.” So must the mind filled with
the chafl of sectarian theology; it
st be empty before it can

and retain the truth as it is in
[t was so in the days of Jesus,

receive

Josus,

Do "‘
t Pet

I.m-l Paul, and will continue to be so!

f t till truth attains to an universal
victory.
= Fraternally yours,
. 8. H. Hevuix.
Fairfield, Jowa, Nov. 30, 1877.
— -

Thn Four Mmlstrxes

AN INTROEZUCTORY OUTLINE.

BT B F. MANIRE.

In the New Testament we have an
su'lﬂina'l.r.ll
aindd divinely-attested ministrics

. The Mini: try of John;

IL The Ministry of Jesus;

HI The Ministry of the Apostles ;

V. T!'i. Ministry of the Holy

inspired history of four

| Spirit.

] By these four minisiries the Cospel
plan of salvation was fully developed, |

"and permanently established.

The winistry of John, and the per-

| sonal Ministry of Jesus, were both of

| short duration ; but the ministey of

the apostles through their testimony

has nover ceased, and that of the Holy

Spirk is-perpetual,

- Each- of —the cirrgv were absent -t By these ‘two mn-tmunm sntl e

| most of the time, and many of their
members sat on a rough pine board to
hear us, while the ehuech built by
their means was securely lecked up,
'and the mice and crickets were enjoy-
| ing a feast on the carpets so recently
put there by money donated by the
people in general. Yet the people
scem to enjoy liktening. to the things
that pertain to the kingdow of Christ,
while the preachers, doubtless, felt

temporaneous ministries, the kingdom
of God has ‘been brought down to us
through the ages, and will o carried
on from comquest to conquest until the
Lord himself ehall come in power and
‘glory to raise the dead, and Judge the
world,

,.J];g,se ministries e llllﬁplllﬂ-ﬂ)’
comnected. They are but different
ageucies in the developrient and ad-
vancement of one and the same groat

plm of salvation thropgh Christ Josus
our Lord.

The numstry of Juhn led to that'of
Jesus.  The ministry of Jesus n)wuql
up the way for the ministry béth of
‘the apostles and of the Holy Spirit;
The ministry of the apostles;and that
of the Holy Spirit, wese essential each
to the other. They therefore beganat
the same time, and will continue, as
complements of cach other, to the end
of the Goupel Age.

As ministers, John is the Hsrbm-
ger; Jesus, the Messiah ; the Apos-
tles, the Witnesses ;" and the Holy
Spirit, the Advocate.

All these facts we ‘propose to de-
velop as fully in the sequel as we
may be able. . .

I THE MINISTRY OF JORN., -~

Itx Objecta: 1. To revive in
tation of the long-promised Messiah,
and to quicken their desire for his
immediate advent.

2. To prepare, or make -ready, a

approaching  kingdom by

rapidly
| the l;a'-.tium ul‘ r{--u-nfaucl.‘.

| preaching “
{ for the remission of sins.

3. Toidentify the Messiah when he
should appear, by signs given from
heaven ; and then to introduce him
pabliely as such to the ehildren of
Tsracl.

Shohw's ministry was. wholy prepar-
ratory. [t was the voice ot a harbin-
ger, crying in the wiklerness, “ Pre-
pare ye the way of the Lord, make

his paths straight”
John had fully ncct)mphqhed his min-

istry when he pointed out Jesus of
Nazareth both to his own disciples,
and to the people, as “the Lamb of
God that taketh away the, sin of the

They i with all who have enongh aectiﬁanr, world.”

H. THE MINISTRY OF JESTUS.

Its Objecta: 1. To assert and es-

1Y 1 tablish his claim to the Messiahship.
carvied into this Babel of sectarianism |

2. To continue the work which John
iad begun, by preaching the Gospel of |
the appmachmg kingdom .and prepar-
ing the way for its full establishment
on the earth. 3. To die the death of
the cross, and thus make a perfect and
tinal offering for sin. 4. To rise from
the dead in vindication of His divine
character both personal and official,
and in demonstration of his vietomy
over death and the unseen world.

The public ministry of Jesus termi-
nated at his death ; for after his res-
L urrection he appeared only to “the
witnesses chosen before of God.” His
entire carthly both public
and private, forty
days a.ter Lis resirrection, when he
{ aseended np on high to be glorified at
{ the viht hiand-of the -Father.
lhs personal winistry was to the
| Jews only, to “the lost_shsep of the
{ house of Israel.” The labors of the
Twelve, and of the Seventy, were also
limited #6 the Jews during the same
period of thme. §

In the last diseourse whieh he de- |
| livired to his discipies before his death,
knowing that the hour  for which he
came-into the.worid wasat hand, he |
uttered those gracious - profiises that |

open to us in all s fullness the Tm-
| n-li_) of the Holy Spirit; and these

ministiy,

terminated  some

ypromises he repeated after his resur- i

rection, and just bofore his aseension.
Forty days after his resurrection,
having finished the work giyven him (o

for him to returmn to the Father, he
soleinly and authoritatively announ-
cod that great Amuesty Proclamation,
ususlly called the Great Cammtmml
which npoun to us the world-wide and

| rge-lusting ministry of the apostles.

HE THE WINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES.
Its Oisjects : 1. To preach the Gos-
pel of Christ to men of every nation

and the permanent establishment of
the Messiah's kingdom amoug the na-
tions of the earth. 2. To plant
;humh&. set then fully in order, and
wnish them with everything neces-
sary to the full development of Chris-
tian character; and thus’ pupm the
Lord’s people tor the m

. - 3 -
people for the coming Messiah and his |

ness here, and the highest happiness
hereafter.

Wdile engaged in this work the
Lord gave them many inspived ansist-

[ fors, teachers, heljiera, &e., all of whom
]sbm‘e«l under the '?uperml.endence of
the apostles themselves,

In the accomplishment of the work
gl\'eu them, the apostles through the
Anspiration of the Holy Spirit, com-
pleted the revelation of the will ang
purposes of God eoncerning thé human
family. In doing this they foft ho
place for any suceessors in thefr : pos-
tolic Ministry. Their ministry has
been mnhmml “ thiough their word "
from age to age, and will eontinue till,
the Lord comes.
Iv. THE MIXISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

- This ministry had a ﬁq_ur-fahl rela-

‘---. e

2 "

2. To the chosen apostles ;. 3. To the
chnrch, eollectively and tmluuhmlh

fand, 4th. To the worll. . !

lii f.ﬂ{p-rfn in .;'fuhtarl to (Torist: 1.
To testify of him,.and thus set him
forth in' his true character as the Son
of God and Savior of sinners. 2. To
glorify him on earth by vindicating
his supreme Lordship, inasinuch he

' was already glorified at the ngln hand

of the Father.

v Tts Objects in velation to the Apos-
tles: 1. To bring to their remem-
brance all things Jesus had said to
them during his earthly ministry, 2.
“To guide them “into all the truth,”
that is, all the ruth not yet revealed.
3. To sbow them things to come, that
is to bestow on them the #ift of proph-
ecy. 4. To empower them to speak
in other tongmes, to work miracles in
confirmation of their own testimony
and to i
ers thiggfigh the lnymg_ on of theiv
apiostolic hands.

All these supernatural gifts were to
some extent bestowed on their inspir-
ed eo-laborer, except, the powers to im~
part the Holy, Spirit to others. This
girt belonged udumwfy fo Mﬂqnmﬂw

Its Objects in relation to the Chureh ;
1. To be the ever-present, .mdwellmg,
Iife—]mriuriplc of the ehureh, as the body
of Christ. 2. To dwell with and in
the members of the body, to lead them
in the wayrof life, help their infirmi-
ties,-and conflicts of life.

Its Objects in relation to the World :
1. To conviet the world of sin, its own
sin, the sin of unbelief, 2. To con-
vince the wonld of righteousness, the
righteousness of Jesus as the Savior of
sinners. . 3. To warn the world of
judgment, the condemnation of un-
{ godly men.

In reiation to the Lord Jesus, the
Holy Hpmt is a W:tness and V indi-
cator.- .

* Inrelation to the apostlet, the Holy
Spirit is an Endower with four-fold:
miraculons pewer.

Ldo on enrul and the time having come |

in order to the convérsion of sinners, |

| <
pirit is a Guest; a Leader, a Helper,
[ and a Comfurter.

Spirit is a Reprover and Convineer,
Such ia a briof outline of these four
wonderful ministries which are e franght
with blessings inealeulable to thé sor-
rowing sons and daag shiers of earth, It
is our purpose to tieat in detail of
| cach and n!l bt of the last, the Min-

| istry of the Holy Spirit, b:at ~—(fonpel .

Advocate. .
- ——

The Divine Peraox;aiity.

Mr. Cook is doing a good serviee i
presenting to the rising reneration the
old argumants for the ¢ Nistence of a
Cod, phmued ir'a new fornt  “ The
wiiverse is a thonght ; there can be no

the First. Cause is a Thinker,” is sim-

ply a new way of Saying, a” design
therefore a designer. It is Paley,
modernized. But there are thousands

It is well to reproduee him.
Novertheloss;thisargament is power-

ledves unproved the sacred

ﬂ.“ s Wl‘ﬂ were ml]ed v -"’U"llﬁfﬂ }m‘g- 3

t the Holy Spirit {0 oth-

—

In relation to the Chureh, the Holy '

In relation to the World, the Holy .

Mﬂsh%wmtvﬁnnhn—mm-

mihmm who have not J‘..d p.j.,, .

ful only within narrow limits, Il’v--.
- | truth ﬁomvhopomumy 2




