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Jesus said the children of this “mldl
are wiser in their genération than the |
children of light. Who are the child- |

v
Thmldlsput.e you wmay thlnk 50, | he wished to’ preaent. to the peop]el
| How can any one know it 7"

but there a hundred things we speak

of where the Hible is as silent as the

tomb, but in matiers of minor impor-
tance. As to the positive institutions
and ordinances of the Senptureﬂ vary
not a hairs breadth,

Jesus did many other t.hlngn which

ren of light? eudentl} ('hrwt.m.ns are not written in this Book, buttﬁeqe

Eph.v. 8, 1 Thess. V’*"ﬁ_wh'lt"
children ef the world wiser in than
those of light 7. It can't be a knuwl-

are written that ye might bolwne and.
if all'were written the’ world- would
| not contain the Books ; so 1 say if all

edge of the only tr ue and living" God, i the matters pertaining to the carrying

‘a8 the plan of life -and salyation; bitt
Jesus was talking” of an actual busy
ness transaction. Then its in relation
to business, or financial matters, that
the chidren of this world, are wiser
in, than the ehurch is in he’ business
or financ m.l_maturs, and I verily be-
lieve obseryatiogs through life justity
the conclusion. But, says one, dues the
church have actual business matters

of a tinancial nature, to attend to? I

or loosely, she makes just such a
character, and her spirituality will be
according. . If your school ™ district
shounld wish“to build a sehool hoise, |
how would the ehildron of the woygld |

go about it 7 would they do as many

of the children of I"*M’ are Wany to | only the groumi but the support of

| evangelist,

forward the work Jesus gave into the

in~detail, he being such a dolt as not
to have judgment enough to decide
‘these matters of minor importance
without every minucia being written,
the world would hardly contaiy the
books for his guidance. A church de-
cided they would not use the Chris-
tian Hymnal because the Book was

[ silent about using hymn books with

“say, yes sir, and if she attends to her|
busingss er financial matters ptm‘ﬂ)'.'

notes. And se it is &ilent n.bout
building meeting houses, having Sun-
day schools, how many elders and
deacons, how much we shall pay an
and a hundred othér
things. Jesus supposed man _had
|sense enough to carry forward the
wu:k as the church’ \\a-c to be not

doFand say, just Tay by inrstore; oy the rEhn”Er_‘Eﬁ —No-broth i e

Lordjhas prospered you,and very soon

we'll have a house.  No, gir, you don’t |

. Bay it, because you know youL would

¥ |
't a house that way, because|
rhaps the most able, are never

that way, They almost |

not
those pe

l.\.,'.'.,.--‘:-a.".'i'tj". i"'

always say, [ am in debt, I've bought l The- nnlml‘tmntl of a hllﬂ iy finance
_another piece of land, to raise a little | .o the chureh I8 of vast ‘”i“”--"
maore wheat, &¢., and so it goes But | iy faet, there -is there dej petrding oy
CORIRONECTes "',.'{:’ well as TEV= ! finance than any other e Yo o
elation, that there yshall be equality, | oo with theClhyistian system
that omo shall not " ; ' urdened, -and/| Put the |n| v amount -.."'7.:-..'».”. T
% hand § ._'-ll'..x ut pregeh
) Hland 1 ¥ 1 one. y
e s ‘I‘-1:‘.:-rp tht be vivtunlly révaluiion
i : " I_ ized.  But how sta rnl. thi s
‘ 2 nee  withi ranches of business ||!1..T.m ) _;~.-r.i":
I it "':1" . { tions, and irr—fi-'_u-‘i-.:n minine &taskes |
B e e A S L cless L and such have a prosperans tendency
e il s e ok i OUF | wohile if the Lord's cause moves at all
court 3 :h v, and | .;.E li¢buildings. are i this State, it certainly slides back a
made. Just so [ look upon the pr ’Ll |little, judging of - the fields being
lamation of the Cospel to, the world

First decide as a business matter, as |
the children of the world do on busi- |
neas matters, what you desire to ac-
comiplish this year, if on due notice
the congregationsay they can afford
to pay 8500 this year for the spread
of the Gospel, then let the deacons, or
make the
equalization. But, some one says, i am | i
better able to judge of my ability. Bat |,
[ beg to differ. While man is allwrap- |
ped about with the mantle of selfish-

neas, its very hard for him to judgs of
his prosperity. 1 would prefer a judr-

cious comnittee.
But says one,
lL‘f- have it advalorem.
1ect, I‘I *}CALLY
is, l;m we -‘h- nld not have something

if that's your

Lin many things where t!w _Bible 13 as
silent, as deatly itself.

The best plan is to Agree upon some
plan and work well up to_that plan,
and not be diseugsing [f?{mw ul\\P\ 3
Land do nothing.

| vacated by our pruuhn*- who are
leaving the State: I pray that we
may wake up to duty

A WL

S P

Qur 'I‘roubles

" xoMBER Y,

Having spoken of onr colleges, our
paper, our editors, and onr eontri-
butors, we will next look in the dtrec
| tion of

; OUR PREACHERS.

In speaking of that class of men in
the church, with whom 1 have been

plan, | numbered for more than a half cen-
To that 1 } tury, some of whom, have in the past
e the spirit of the Gospel | and may in the future, cause us much

trouble ; I hope I will not. wound the |

for nothing, and taking the minors, | fe(lmus of any good brother preacher,

sisters, and the indebtednéss of many | though I intend to hew to the line]
out of the assessment, a very few pay{should I fall among the slain.

all expense of the church,and, perhaps
often, families paying no tax, are all
members, and receive the ministra-
tions of the word, and those paying
moqt heavily, are few in number. I
say letall from the least to greatest,
pay something, if ever so little, let
them realize the fact that if they are
a stone in the building, they are of
importance. Yes, I learn some things
from thg affairs of State, that are
useful in the business departments of
the church. Yes, I say in accordance
with the aetion of the church, (as we
are commanded to be subject one to
another), let the proper commifjtee
make an equalization to raise the re-
Pqnired amount. A system of this
‘kind in ene congregation in the Uni-
ted States, does more missionary work
both foreign and home, every year,
than you would see in a lifetime hy
the “lay by in store” pli.n But, I'im-
agine I hear some one say, where is
your book 7 “ I speak where the Bible
-pouks, and am silent where it is
milent.”

What
I say, I will say in all kindness

It is said we now have in California
at least forty preachers, out of, this
number there are about ten preach-
ing, the remaining thirty are idle, so
far as work in the Lord's vinyard is
concerned. I cannot pray the Lord
of the harvest to- send- us any more
laborers now, for we are sver supplied.
After this over supply gets work |
will then ask the gootl Lord of the
harvest to send' us some little ones
whe will not aspire above the labor
in the vinyard,

But the . great quegtlon now is,
with me, how can we get these thirty
la-borerl into the field? When the
Great Teacher wished to impress upon
our minds some important principle or
inspire our hearts with heavenly
emotions, so we- might be prepared
the better- to reverence and adore

now-a-days, enter into a lengthy
exegesis, to enlighten our minds and |
soften our hearts, but would. give us

: uumphﬁuhon. Hear him, wlun

|

hands of men had to be written, and |

the benign principle of meekness, he
would say, Look at my servant Moses.
When he wished to teach long suffer-
ing and patience, you hear him say,
See my servant Job; and’ when he

faith and unwavering coufidenca, he
would say, Behold my servant Abru-
ham ; and thus the great lessons of
meekness, patience and fidelity were
| most forcibly taught to the 'waiting

these most wholesome lessons.’

Now I will adopt the Savior's style
of instruction, and speak to these
thirty idle preachers; it may]be that’
work could be féund for them inside.
the vinyard of the Lord, and that it is
ot an absolute necessity that they
should go to the practice of medicine
or law.

In preaching , our exa;nphﬁeahon
sermon to these thirty idle preachers
we will not take them back' forty ér
fifty vears, and place them on the
Heu_,hts of the Aleghany mountains,
and. ask them to look over the great
villey of the Mississippi, but we will
carry them back come eighteen or
twenty years and set them onthe
summit of the Sierra Nevada, and ask
them to look upen the-vallegs bBelow,
{and behold a Thompson, a Lawson, a |
Rose, a Pendegast, a Burnett, a De
Witt, a McCorkle, dnd other m,r\anm
of Uiod at work, in his field. Do you
see a notice in the news papers or
pasted nprlm a tree from either of
these working men, stating that they |
"had just arrived from the States and’
widhid o find achureh whizhwas both
able and wiflipg-to sufiport them, so

old, and can testify to the truth of the
declaration made by David, I have
never seen the righteous forsaken nor
his seed begging bread, nor have 1
ever seen the time.when the laborer
was not worthy of his hire, though he
may not have received it,

But T have so much'to say about
preachers, [ must take a recess, and
try again, as | wish what I write to
he read, and T am convineed that not

.| one in ten read the long articles, while

all read the short ones. 1 therefore
must be short.
Fraternally,
HEexRY Thomas,

San Jose, ("al, Nov. 28, 1877

Do You Feel Your Sins Forgiven ?
| Bd. Messenger: St el
\llow me to insert the following
from the Australasian, a secular
paper published in Melbourne. 1 ask
this for three reasoms. First. It is
sound and ‘that big word) orthodox.
Second. This and similar articles are
published in the above named news-
paper under the head of “ Notices,”
and paid for as advertisements out of
what is called the “Sermon Fund,”
sustained by contributions from the
liberal-spirited in the various denom-
inations of Australia. This is a part
of their missionary and seems a grand
enterprise.  Third. Coming from this

him, he did not as we are want to do |

source, it shows the happy tendency
of Lhe nhgwul world, to move back

from fanaticism and dream land, to
the apostles’ way, and build again
upgn the sure foundation. Let us
take courage. .

Ykt WOLVERTON.
. Monmouth, Dee. 10,71877.

Do you feel that your sins are all
A b

* Tndeod I do sot; but T know they
are.” 1

multitudes, nor d d they -ever forget |

|“There is no condemnation” (Rom.

e e e

———— .- =

“Now, 1 cannot understa.nlll that.

“If you had wronged me, and I
told you that 1 fnrgnve you, would
you not know it 2"

“ Most certaTn.ly; but how can you

wished” to inspire us with implicit{ say that God ever told you that He

forgave yom 7- Did you just feel at a
certain. time uomething that yon
thougm was God's” voice, inwardly

telling you that your sins were par-
doned 7"

“1 eertainly did not."

“Then how ecan it be? I have
tried to get converted as hard as any
man could; I have prayed for grace,
for strength, for the pardon of my
| sins, and for the Holy Spirit, and I
do not yet feel any difference, and I
never could feel as I have heard some
men say they felt.”

“I quite understand you; I was
for years in the same condition.”

“Then how did you get out of it?
I know all about the plan of salva-

the necessity of the Spirit; that we
must be justified by grace through
faith alone without the works of the
law ; that the promises are vall most
gert.mnly secure te them that are in
Christ ; but how am I ever- t6 know
whether Fam in Himor nﬂt 1=

some Christians *my they feel they are
pardened, they feel they are saved;
but this omly tends-to mislead.
did mislead me, and 1 have no doubt
it is misleading yon. These Chris-
tians may mean & right thing, but
(hp) state it “nangl\ [ feel happy |
because 1 know my lx_u!"ll are -pardon-
edl and T will show vuu how T know

handed to the widow, and she, feels
very happy because she knows that
her debt is paid. If you were to call
that day, and say to the widow, ‘ Do
you-feel that your debt is paid ” what
would she say 7’

“Feel it! What do you mean?
There is the reeceipted account. I
don't feel that it's paid, but T feel
very limppy because il is paid.”

“Now, do yen not see the difier-
ence ! The feeling is all right, but 1
do not feel my sin pardoned. I know

it, and hence feel happy™”
“ But does it not say somewhere in

‘Seripture that the Hpirit beareth wit-

ness with our spirits ?
“ Now, from the very fact that you

speak so vaguely about ' somewhere
in Seripture,” 1 fear thet you do not
know well what Seripture is.” The
Bible is not a namber of texts strung
together at random ; it is a nerfectly
arrn.ngecl whole. Truth in a wrong
connexion is the worst kind of error.
You find in Romans viii. 16, this most
blessed and wondrouns revelation from
God, that ‘ The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirits, that we are
the children of God. Mark carefully,
this is not given as a- ground by
which to knoéw that our sins are for-
given, but comes after the whole
revelation of the truth concerning
what we have done and what we are,
and how our responsibilities are met.
It ecoruen after the t-riunphlnt asser-
tion of Romans v. 1, “ Being ;mﬁed
by faith we hsnpm with God,”

and that ecrowning trfiumph after every
question has been settled against fus,

viii. 1). At peace with God, and no
condemnation, we now advance into
our peculiar place among the creatures
of God.. Angels are at peace with
God and hnmwndmﬂm,hl

they have not the standing that we
have. Here is additional,

tion, about thie work of Christ, and

g
children then heirs, heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Christ.”" -Angels are
called- sons in Job i.- 6; and other
Seriptures. They are the highest un-
fallen creatures, and man was made o
little lower than they, but is now

redemption. (Heb, i) They dre
kept by God's power. God alone is
‘withgut - variableness or shadow of
‘turning. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. We

-anew in Christ Jesus our responsible
Head, and this is our seeurity.
*Being takefi from the swine-
trougha ‘and getting foed and raiment,
we would therewith be content, glad
that we wére in the house at all, even
among the servants. But higher than
servants are. we become, even heirs.
We may well pause, and say, s this
presumption 7 Dare I say that all
things are mine ? that I am a child, a
son, an heirof God ? ¥es L indeed we

dwell'with us and to be in us, as
coming from the throne revealing to
our spirit (which can now discern
spiritual things) that, without pre-
sumption, we may lay. claim to the
title, the 1elationship, of son of Ged
heir of  God,
Christ.  That ‘Spirit is within every
Tbeliever, and 5§
He quickens

unsaved. God hae

[td sent forth this testimony, and he that

is @ believer has the “testimony in
(1 John v. 10). The impor
tant point I wish you to see :s this
that the Holy (hoat is nbver said to
- hear witness to ug, by any

himself”

thev conld oficiate a5 thdir pastor, | that bvnna bye; but I do- not, Teel | (6.~ Tt is after a man ‘knows he is
aud if thev éanld not get woirll they| that my sins aw \puula' ad. Let ns  aszaved man that phen there ia a fo
would retrin t5 the Sthtas or g t ; uppose 4 Cas A poor widdw ~has | ther step shown him namely, that-Ti
the pifetios of INw oF mbdicikie Sfna moéney  to pay het ldebts. " The (s & son and 'heir in Chrise. -Ho 1
ol hadd bain ths caitest of these | eraditor; comes dewanding his right- | not oulv ont of prison ; he is set st
how ‘Foany brethren. how eous dite, A friend steps in, and says ' the table of the King whom he calls
I r Ho . s | to tha eraditar, ' 'l pay you the Abhba' that is, ‘ I"athef
woulll haw hips 1] . | widow debt” he pats: down  the “tqnite understand the distinetion
abifernia ¢ Fmoney, and the eredibor hands him a | but | rn—-\:[-_t;_ﬁn““ it before; but. if I
Now T2k Qi YRES fhTEl men [ slip of prper on which ds- written, | eould know that | was at peace- with
aver suffer for want of f..ml or raiment, | “Received from Widow Blank the | God I would be quite satisBed”
or any of the necessaries of life ? sum due, gottled, with the ereditor’s “Yes, but God wouldwmot; how-
I have been younk, and now T am ux,;:;ntnr afixed. The’ réceipt I8 | over, this is the first point for }';au to

know—'being justified by faith we
have peace with God, not by the feel-
ing of faith."

“But don't some people feel it,
while others do not "

“Notat all. What I am contend-
ing for is that the forgiveness of sins
is@ thing that can be felt by no one :
end, unless the knnwledgc of it is
founded on the Word of God, and
it will be sinking sand for a deathbed.
Scores of anxious people have been
deluded into the idea that they knew
the Gospel when some pleasing emo-
tion passed through their minds
When Satan sees people awakened’
and that he cannot keep them quiet,
he takes his stand beside the preacher
of the Oospel, and while he is inviting
them to the rock, Satan pushes out

planks of feeling. A drowning man—_

will eatch at a straw, and the poer
troublud one finds a little relief in
resting on some plank of quietness of
conscience, till storms rage, and then
he finds himself with nothing beneath
him. T am therefore suspicious when
a person tells me he is ‘ a little batter.’

has no right to be any better, and if
he has taken the good news to him-
self, he_is entitled to l:o at perfect

"

peace.
“Then you don't allow of any feel-

n&olt oerhml} I doi but what am |

warranted in feeling? If I could tell’
you that you were saved, and you be-
lieved it, would yeu not feel happy 7"

f"“Ofoonmeould.

“This is what I° feel—whenever T
say to myself,‘ I'm saved,’ don’t I feel
happy? And the more I realize that
my knowledge of salvalion depends
onlyanodlwarl ﬁimllml
become.”

"-lﬂhel'onnﬁhgtbouthil ‘ feel-
ing saved’ in the Bible 1"

“We aro the children of God, and if
L]

-~

“Indeed there is not. You can sasily

made higher than they in virtue of

are , fellow-heirs with Him, created-

may ; the Spirit —has been- sent “to-.

and joint-heir with-

internal-
Idmg that wo' are at peace with'

that alone, for every ene, individudlly, -

If he does not believe the Gospel, he

5 only saved ones

-



