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This I dispute, you may think so, • he wished to present to the people 
but there a hundred things we spfcak the benign principle of meekness, he 
of where the Bible is as-, silent as the 
tomb, but in matters of minor impor­
tance. As to the positive institutions ing and patience, you hear him say, 
and ordinances of the Scripture!?,, vary" See my servant Job; and’when he 
not a llairs breadth.

Jesus did many other things which 
are, not written in this Book, but these 

Eph. v. 8, 1 Thess. v:*rit What■—ara-eare wr[^ten that ye might believe, and 
if all wete written the'" world- would 
not contain the Books; so 1 sav if all 
the matters pertaining to the carrying 
forward the work Jesus gave into the 
hands of men. had to l»e written, and 
inrdetail, he being such a dolt as not 
to have judgment enough to decide

Communications

Church Finance.

(Conclvdetl.) .
Jesus said the children of this world 

are wiser in their génération than the 
children of light. Who are the clrild- 
ren of light ? evidently • Christians.

would say, Look at my servant Moses. 
When he wished to teach long sufier-

children of the world wiser in than 
those of light ? It can’t be a knowl­
edge of the only true and living'God,’ 
as the plan of life and salyation; but 
Jesus was talking’of ap actual butqj
ness transaction. Then its in relation 
tobusiness, or financial matters, that

■______- ■ ________ , ~ J-------O---  O
the children of thin world are wiser fchese raatters of minor 'importance
in, than the church is in he^ business 
or tinaneiaj^matters, and I verily be­
lieve observations through life justify 
the conclusion. But, says one, does the 
church have actual business matters 
of a financial nature, to attend to ? I 
nay, yes sir, and if she attends to her 
business or financial matters poorly, 
or loosely, .she makes just such a 
character, and her .spirituality will be 
accoicling. • If your, school ’district 
should wish "to build a school house, 
how would the children of the wojjjdj 
goabbutit? would they do as many! 
of the children of liglit are ’want" to 1

without every minucia being written, 
the world would hardly contain the 
books for his guidance. A church de­
cided they.yvould not use the Chris­
tian Hymnal because the Book was 
silent about using hymn books with 
notes. And 30 it is Mlerite about 
building meeting houses, having Sun­
day schools,* how many elders and 
deacons, how much we shall |>ay an* 
evangelist, and a hundred othSh- 
things. Jjesus supposed man had 

j sense enough to carry forward the 
,l work, as the church was to be not 

- onlv the ground, .but the support of
da, and say,jusiTay Lviffstore, aVthe fKeTfutfi.’T^o-hrothmvyow do-speak
Lordlhas prospered you, and very soon 
we'll have a house. No, sir^you .don’t 
say it, because you know yo^L would 
nut ge.t a house that way, because 
those perhaps the most able, are never 
prospered} hi- that way* They almost 
always say, I am in debt, I’ve bought 
another piece of land, to raise n little 
nmie wheat; &e, and so it goes. But 
common sen--' teachffl, as well as rev­
elation, that therb (shall be equality, 
that nno shall not be burdened, and 

jiuoth«.-. ea.- ; < ' '
t'ommon sense would* say, in jt 

worldly matter like building a school 
house syhas are our wants ? If a £1,- 
MO L. use, thrj: in accordance v. itl* 
law. tin* clerk makes an equalization I

children then heirs, heirs of God and" 
joint-heirs with Christ.” Angels arc 
called sons in Job j. 6; and other 
Scriptures. They are the highest un 
fallen creatures, and man wqs made a 
little lower than they, but is now 
made higher than they in virtue of 
redemption. (Heb. i.) They are 
kept by God’s power. God alone is 
withput variableness or shadow ,of 
turning. Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. We 
are , fellow-heirs with Him, created 
-anew in Christ Jesus our responsible 
Head, and this is our security.

“Being takeii from the swine­
troughs, and getting food and raiment, 
w’e would therewith be content, glad 
that we were in the house at all, even 
among the servants. But higher than 
servants are we become, even heirs. 
We may well pause, and say, is this 
presumption ? Dare I say that all 
things are mine ? that I am a child, a 
son, an heirof God ? Yes L indeed we 
may; the Spirit has l>een sent to 
dwell with us and to be in us, ad­
eeming from the throne revealing t< 
our spirit (which can now discern 
spiritual things) that, without pre­
sumption, we may lay claim to the 
title, the jelationship, of son of God 
heir of God, and joint-heir with 
(ffirist. That Spirit is within every 
believer, and seals~only' saved Om’-S 
He quickens fwe unsaved. God haz 
sent forth this testimony, and he that 
is ,a believer has the “ testimony in 
himself ” (1 John v. 10). The imjjor- 
tant point I wish you to see -ia this 
that the Holy Ghost is ntevei said tr> 

■ beat witness to ua, by any internal' 
feeling, that wo are at peace with’ 
God. -It is after a man knows he i- 
a -a\-i“d man that then there Is a fur 
ther step sh'uwn him namely, that l.<

‘‘ Now, I cannot understand that. 
How can any one know it ?”

“ If you had wronged me, and I 
itold you that I forgave you, would 
you not know it ?” ,

“ Most certainly ; Jaut how can you 
sav that God ever told you that He- 
forgave yon ?' Did you just feel at a 
certain, time something that you 
thought was God’s voice, inwardly 
telling you that your sins were par­
doned .

“ I certainly did’ not.”
“ Then how can it be ? I havp 

tried to get converted as hard as any 
man could ; I have prayed for grace, 
for strength, for the pardon of my 
sina, and far the Holy Spirit,, and I 
do not yet feel any difference, and I 
never could feel as I have heard some 
men say they felt.”

“ I quite understand you ; I. was 
for years in the rame condition.”

“ Then how did you get out of it ? 
I know all about the plan of salva­
tion, about the work, of Christ, an<F 
the necessity of the Spirit ; that we 
-must be justified by grace through 
faith alone without the works of the 
law ; that the promises are ’till most 
certainly secure to them that are in 
Christ ; but how am I, evur- tfe know 
whether I am in Him or net ?”

I know that you may have heard 
some Christians say they feel they are 
pardoned, they feel they are saved ; 

vou "hut this only tends'to mislead. It* 
did mislead me, and I have no doubt 
it is misleading yon. These Chris­
tians may mean a right thing, but , 
they state it wrongly. I feel happy i 
because I know tny^jns are. pardon- - 
edl; and T will show you how T know i 
that bvrand bye ; but I do-not. Teel 
that mv sins src qiarflqii ’d. Let ns 
supjHisc a ca1«.-.'' A . pour widdw h.te

wished' to inspire us with implicit, 
faith and unwavering confidence, he 
would say, Behold my servant Abra­
ham ; and thus the great lessons of 
meekness, patience and fidelity were 

j most forcibly taught to the waiting 
multitudes, nor d d they -ever forget 
these most wholesome lessons.'

Now I will adopt the Savior’s style, 
of instruction, and speak to these 
thirty idle preachers; it may) be that 
work could be found for them inside 
the vinyard of the Lord, and that it is 

.not an absolute necessity that they 
should go to the practice of medicine 
or law - .

In preaching, our exejnplification 
sermon to these thirty idle preachers 
we will not take them back forty or 
fifty years, and place them on the 
Heights of the Aleghany mountains, 
and. ask them to look over the great 
valley of the Mississippi, but we will 
carry them back eotne eighteen or 
twenty years and set them on- the 
summit of the Sierra Nevada, and ask 
them to look upon the-valleys below.

in many things where the_Bible is as 
1 sjlenkas death' itself. .
, The best plan is to. agree upon some 
I plan and work well up to, that plan, 
and not Ire discussing [flans always 
and do nothing . - ■

The importance) of a lwatfby finance 
in th? cfiurcTi is' of vast importance; 
in fact, there is mere depending u^oir 
finance than any other one B in con­
nected with tb^it.’fijtian system. - *

Put the pixqrer'a 
the 1 ’
and I assure you .11 one-year

Aclu

on 'tic- -i¡-ifc 1. i iiiiju.y is I’o'k-eted. 
and the heus«-built Just >u. .our 
court houses, and public’buildings are j 
made. Just so I look upon the prb<f-| 
lamation of the Gospel to. the world. | 
First decide as a business matter, as 1 
the children of the world do on busi­
ness matters, what you desire to ac­
complish this year, if on due notice 
the congregation-say they can afford 
to pay S500 this year for the spread 
of the Gospel, then let the deacons, or 
some judicious committee, make the 
equalization. But, some one says, I am 
better able to judge of my ability. But 
I beg to differ. AVhile man is all wrap- | 
ped about with the mantle of selfish­
ness, its very hard for him to judge of 
his,prosperity. I would prefer a judr-’ 
cious committee.

But says one, if that's your [Jan, 
lets have it (iclvalorrm. To that I 
object, because the spirit of the Gospel 
is, that we should not have something 
for nothing, ami taking the minors, 
sisters, and the indebtedness of many j 
but of the assessment, a very fetv pay { 
all expense of the church,and, perhaps 
often, families paying no tax, are all 
members, and receive the ministra­
tions of the word, and those paying 
moi(t heavily, are few in number. I 
say let all from the least to greatest, 
pay something, if.ever so little, let 
them realize the fact that if they are 
a stone in the building, they are of 
importance. Yes, 1 learn some things 
from thy affairs of State, that are 
useful in the business departments of 
the church. Ye»i I «ay in accordance 
with the action of the church, (as we 
are commanded to lie subject one to- 
another), let the pro[>er comm^tee 
make an equalization to raise the re- 

*qnired amount. A system of this 
-kind in one congregation in the Uni­
ted States, does more missionary work 
both foreign and home, every year, 
than you would see in a lifetime by 
the “ lay by in store” plan. But, I im­
agine I hear some one say, where is 
your book ? “ I speak where the Bible 
«peaks, and am silent where it is 
jsilent.”

in <nm t of tnrrney trr 
hands oY competent pr> idler.», 

our 
ion -

Ml 
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|
! State might’be virtually iA'c
ized. But how stsndi.tlib 
branches of business huriTan 
terns, andjnstitiite»n.<. minin 
and such have a prosperous tendency, 
while if the Lord’s cause moves al all 
m this State, it certainly slides back a 
little, judging of " the fields being 
vacated by our preacher's who are 
leaving the State. I pray that we 
may wake up to duty.

Rose, a Bejidegast, a Burnett, a I)e 
Witt, a McCorkle, and other servants 
of Hod at yfork, in his field. Do you 
see a notice, in the news papers or 
pasted upon a tree from either of 
these working men, stating that they 

‘had just arrived from the States and 
wUhed to find a church whichwas both 
able and willing-lo .support them, so 
they could officiate as their pastor, 
and if they could n >t get work th'* y 
would return to the Statrrr or go to j 
the practme of 1AW r<r MbJicitio.

- If such hhd been the r-lit!--. «.of those 
1 achers, how many brethren, how 
many si>tur \ or how many churches 
would wo now have ¡p.dJw State of 
‘ alif’ii'nia ?

.
»
I
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Tëlïever, ÜhcT seals only saved onf-s

Our Troubles.
XÜMBKB V.

Having spoken of our colleges, our 
paper, our editors, and our contri- 

•butore, we will next look in the direc­
tion of ‘

OUR PREACHERS?-'

In speaking of that class of men in 
the church, with whom I have been 
numbered for more than a half cen­
tury, some of whom, have in the past 
and may in the future, cause us much 
trouble ; I hope I will not wound the I 
feelings of any good brother preacher, 

, though I intend to hew to the liim, 
¡.should I fall among the slain. What 

1 say, I will say in all kindness
It is said we now have in (California 

at least forty preachers, out of. this 
number there are about ten preach­
ing, the remaining thirty are idle, so 
far as work in the Lord’s vinyard is 
concerned. I cannot pray the Lord 
of the harvest to seng- us any more 
laborers now, for we are over supplied. 
After this over supply gets work I 
will then ask the goofi Lord of the 
harvest to send’ us some little one* 
wha will npt aspire above the labor 
in the vinyard.

But the great question now is, 
with mo, how can we get these thirty 
laborers into the field ? When the 
Great Teacher wished to impress upon 
our minds some important principle or 
inspire our hearts with heavenly 
emotions, so we- might be prefiared 
the better- to reverence and adore 
him, he did not as we arc want to do 
now-a-days, enter into a lengthy 
exigent*, to enlighten our minds and 
soften our hearts, but would • gi ve us 

• . -an exemplification. Hear him, when

.Xi.w ! abk. did Hi,teTiful nren 
ever sutler for want of food,or raiment, 
or any of the necessaries of life ’ •

1 have been young, and now I am 
old, and can testify to the truth of the 
declaration made by David, I have 
never .seen the righteous forsaken uor 
his seed begging bread, nor have I 
ever seen the time when the laborer 
was not worthy of his hire, though he 
may not have received it.

But I have so much to say about 
preachers, I must take a recess, and 
try again, as I wish what I write to 
be read, and T am convineed that riot 
one in ten read the long articles, while 
all read the short ones I therefore 
must be short.

Fraternally,
Henry Thomas.

San Jose, < ’al. Nov. 28, 1877.

Do You Feel Your Sins Forgiven ?
A’d. Messenger:

Allow me to insert the following, 
from the A u»trala«iar>, a secular 
paper published in Melbourne. I ask 
this for three reasons. First. It is 
sound and that big -word) orthodox. 
Second. This and similar articles are 
published in the above named news­
paper .under the head of " Notices,’ 
and paid for as advertisements out of 
what is called the * Sermon Fund/’ 
sustained by contributions from the 
liberal-spirited in the various denom­
inations of Australia. This is a part 
of their missionary and seems a grand 
enterprise Third. Coming from this 
source, it shows the happy tendency 
of the religious world, to move back 
from fanaticism and dream land, to 
the apostles’ way, and build again 
up£n the sure foundation. Let ns 
take courage.

Wolverton.
Monmouth, Dec. 10, 1877

OUR ASSURANCE.

Dq you feel that your eins are all 
forgiven ? ’.

" Indeed I do not; but I know they 
are."

no money to pay hef I debts. ' The 
creditor, comes demanding Lis right- 
eous dhe. A friend steps in, and*sav-s 
to the creditor. ' I'll pay you the 
willow’s debt :’ lie [ruts- down the 
money, and the. creditor hands him a 
slip of paper on whic'li -is written, 
' Received from Widow Blank the 
sum due. settled, with the creditor’s 
signature affixed. The receipt is 
handed to the widow, and she, feels 
very happy because she knows that 
her debt is p>aid. If you were to call 
that day, and say to the widow, ‘ Do 
you feel that your debt is paid ?’ what 
would she say ?’

“ Feel it * What do 
There is the receipted 
don’t feel that it’s paid, 
very happy because it is paid."

“ Now. do yon not see the differ-, 
ence ? The feeling is all right, but I 
do not feel my sin pardoned. I know 
it, and hence feel happy."

“ But does it not say somewhere in 
Scripture that the Spirit beareth wit­
ness with our spirits

" Now, from the very fact that you 
speak so vaguely about ‘ somewhere 
in Scripture,’ 1 fear that you do not 
know well what Scripture is. The 
Bible is not a nnmlier of texts strung 
together at random ; it is a pei-fectly 
arranged whole. Truth in a wrong 
connexion is the worst kind of error. 
You find in Romans viii. 16, this most 
blessed and wondrous revelation from 
God, that ‘ The Spirit itaelf beareth 
witness with our spirits, that we are 
the children of God.’ Mark carefuily> 
this is not .given as a ground by 
which to know that our sins are for­
given, but comes after the whole 
revelation of the truth concerning 
wha4 we have done and what we are, 
and how our responsibilities are met. 
It comes after the triumphant asser­
tion of Romans v. 1, “ Being justified 
by faith we have peace with God,” 
and that crowning triumph after every 
question has been settled against ^us, 
“ There is no condemnation ” (Rom. 
viii. 1). At peace with God, and no 
condemnation, we now advance into 
our peculiar place among the creatures 
of God. Angels are at peace with 
God and have no condemnation, but 
they have not the standing that we 
have. Here is something additional, 
“We arc the children of God, and if

is a ►on-and heir in <'hrist. Ho is 
not otjlv out of prison ; he is set at 
’ Li/.;!'!'.' i-;’ tie- King wk, .-:i he cai;

\bba,' that is,. ’ Father. ’
*-t quite understand the distinction 

but I nevjjr^saw it before ; but if I, 
could--know that I wax at- peace- with 
God I would be quite satisfied.”

you mean ? 
account. I 
but I feel

“Yes, but God wouldfdiot; how­
ever, this is the first point for you to 
know—' being justified by faith we 
have peace with God,’ not by the feel­
ing of faith.’’

“ But don't some people feel it, 
while others do not ?”

“ Not at all. What I am contend­
ing for is that the forgiveness of sins 
isra thing that can be felt by no one ; 
and, unless the knowledge of it is 
founded on the Word of God, and 
that alone, for every ene, individually, 
it will be sinking sand for a deathbed. 
Scores of anxious people have been 
deluded into the idea that they knew 
the Gospel when some pleasing emo­
tion passed through their minds 
When Satan sees people awakened', 
and that he cannot keep them quiet, 
he takes his stand beside the preacher 
of the Gospel, and while he is inviting 
them to the rock, Satan pushes out 
planks of feeling. A drowning man . 
will catch at a straw, and the poor 
troubled one finds a little relief in 
resting on some plank of quietness of 
conscience, till storms rage, and then 
he finds himself with nothing beneath 
him I am therefore suspicious when 
a person tells me he is ‘ a little better.’ 
If he does not believ* the Gospel, he 
has no right to be any better, and if 
he has taken the good news to him­
self, he is entitled to be at perfect 
peace.”

“ Then you don’t allow of any feel­
ing 1”

"Moat cortainly I do;but what am I 
warranted in feeling ? If I could tel! 
you that you were saved, and yon be­
lieved it, would you not feel happy ?”* 

‘ " Of course I would.”
“ This is wKat I ’ feel—whenever I 

say to myself, ‘ I’m saved,’ don’t I feet 
happy ? And the more I realize that 
my knowledge of salvation depends 
only on God s word, the more happy I 
become.”

" is there nothing about .thia ‘ feel­
ing saved ’ in the Bible 1”

" Indeed there is not. You can easily


