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Communications.

To La Damned. e
♦ ■ 77“ •’ *

. Jesus said,-win n he eonimi-»ioned 
liis disciples to go preach the Gompel 
to every cfeatuvej “ lie that bqlieveth 
not shall, be damned.” • ’ •

A.zealous brother was once arguing 
-with a German the necessity ot be­
lieving on Christ, and concluded the 
argument by saying, .“ It you don t,‘ 
you wilMtie damned.” The dutchman 
replied, “ Vel, - ,vot ov it?” Sure 
enough, what of it ? - Ono would 

’ ., naturally conclude there was qot 
much of it, judging from tlm Urge 
nlitnber of in^n on this-’ coast who 
have been pronounced “ damned by 
somebody, and yet seem to be getting 
along about as well as thij average. 
The fact is. but .very few of us eeeape 
this sentence from the lips of some­
body, and it is not to be -wondered at, 
that a man unacquainted with the 
Bible, should, conclude there was no­
thing of it. itjs woi th.-while to in-| 
quire what Jesus meantkby that word 
“ damned.” which stands as the anti-I 
thesis to ‘‘ saved ” in the great com-1
mission-? ■

First. Let us strip the woid.of its 
fire jacket, put on by t e old Spanish 
inquisition. The torments -of that 
Rotajsh institution have associated the 

. Devil with his cloven hoofs, forked 
tail, and huge frying ' nan. with the 

” word” Ttd- p'i\ -'iA.-i! fot-HHv.w-.-~ car-, 
ried forward into the other world, and 
people madt* to believe the Devi! and 
his minions were-but the fiery execu- 

~ tioners of an offended God. A reac­
tion from this extreme hasWattded us 
on the opposite of cool indifference, 
and now we hear flippant talk about 
hell aud damnation as though it were
•a light thing.

Perhaps profanity prevails more 
generally here on ths coast than 

pre-
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class are pronounced unlit; the class: 
rejected have not The qualifications; 
they were failure* here on’a lower 
-plane, rmt having* or «/oo«/,; how not be followed have, opined that they 

can teach minx* than bas.been revealed 
| ami enlighten us .upon subjects that i 
have never been presented to us in ■ 

“this school, but may be taught in flu- . 
higher college. Theyopine that they 
can tell when the Christ will come to 

, reign personally oyer his saints on 
earth, where the departed spirits both 

I good and bad are located, what will 
• be the decission. of the Great Judge 
¡ upon characters nexer hinted at in 
: the Bible, and many other untaught 
questions, and presenting tlie§e un­
taught (piestionsj as contributors to 
newspapers may produce strife and 
draw away disciples after them, thus 
eauseing division. .

■ , It is difficult for a conducter of a 
papbr to say to a good brother, “ I 
ehnnot- insert yCmr i>r<vluction,” bnt 
difficult, as it may* be, I think the ad­
vice of all whodiye our Lord and his 
kingdom would be, publish fiothing

wcr

I pNTRipVrilRS To Oi l! PAPERS.J . , ' . .
Some j^ood brethren r.nd the good 

only are to be feare<l', as the l>ad will

rtjuclt greater the fit ¡lure on the higher 
plane. ‘ .’

- A soldier■ who figlits .well in the 
Common ranks may V’ promott*h> 

I grade after grade, till he gets to la* a 
general; but the poor coward and 
bmumer can never go higher.

A boy at sehool can be promoted 
from class to class till he gets his di­
ploma, it-lie is studious and well be­
haved, but the vicious idler is rp* 
fused Ahis honor; he is condemned on 
the day of examination.

So We, if We do not fight the good 
fight, of faith, will not be received into 
heaven. If we are ignorant and re­
main ignorant of the Bible, the prim­
mer of heavOn-’s.great 1 brary. we shall 
not get the diploma in the judgment 
daywhen the books afe opened, anti, 
all, great and small, are- judged aej4 

I cording to tlie-ir deeds and the things I 
written in the books. • ‘ I

It is this, being left behind at the that would mar the peace and bap- 
gate of the city' of God, yvhen those piriesa

O-,

i

of the church; come from.A

gone a mile. -When once the horse 
¡»asses the'„inclosure surrounding his 
pasture, he is then out side and can 
and may go where lie pl uses; and he 
is as completely out side, .ask jf lie 
were a thousand miles away. And 
tips is doubtless what the apostle 
meant when he said “ Wbojoevcy 
keeps the whole law. and yet offends 
in one point, is guilty of all. * For he 
that said: Do not commit adultery,, 
said also .- Do not kill. Now if thon 
commit no adultery, yet if thou kill 
thou art become a transgressor of the 
law.” James ii. 10, 10;- And so 
every “ transgression ’’ or “ going be­
yond, ” is to be punished, .as well as 
every’disobedience.

AMBITION.

And again, ambitious ami Influential 
men will have a place in these meet--------------- --- -—.—.--- a.... -—fj—----- ——..... ■’----- t—- 
ings. They will have personal ends 
to gratify. And remember, ambition 
is generally made of “ stem stuff,” 
and is too strong for friendship. They 
will seek to use such meetings to 
gratify their ambition,-or their malice; 
and before many ape aware t>f it, the 
whole meeting may be perverted from" * * ■ • ’ <   ’ i * ’ _J-'S | v 1 vy i ivu ji.5/1•1

who’have a right to the tree of lite wKbnisffievcr it Jiay, stanil firm and the original purpose; and made to sub-
I are permitted to enter in, w hich’ will ;’be faithful and the Lord will bless, 
constitute,tho ci. rnál damnation : the 
dilipair, tlie anguish of* love, the woe 

“tliat will follow is. the consequence of 
the damnation. It is these conse­
quences that arc portrayed by the 
fearful figoer-s wv find in - thv-tcachingE 
or .Tesuk afidlus apostles. —-------
.When Jesus comes again tliere. j .__  _____ _____

“.shall be two inin in one bed, one.¡They are extremely useful, .if their 
shall be taken, the other shall be left.

.Two .women shall be grinding to­
gether. one shall be taken, thé 'other 
left. ' Twojmm shall be in tin* field 
one shall be taken, the ot^ftF-left."

serve private ends. In such meetings 
therefore every proposition, coming 
from no. matter whom, should be 
Closely scrutinized. Each good man

Henry Thomas.
San Jose, Cal., Nov. 23; 1877.

. —----, .. »•- ——--—
: Preachers’ Meeting, Conventions,

Committees ’ for. Settlement Of : ^oilkl ask lnrnse‘f questions;
Church Diificullies, and Evan- 
gelists. _ . - -

X ' ........................  .
Thege meetings are veryylangerous.

action is confined- to legitimate subr 
jecti. But this is the difficulty. , It 
is almost impossible to do it.

. *» I -Io V1CI-2«-JH '-“'T*1' ■ .<11 Ml

Oír, ta U - fwn4 worthy of thatwith th.^church ;

such case, we do nut Act, we do rl<r 
wrong ; but if we do act, we may do 
wrung. The doubt MioiiliP’i’esuTt in 
non-nction; and for the additional 
reason that the good Lord has thor ­
oughly furnished us unto every good 
word ami work ; am! has given’ us a ’ 
perfect rule of faith’ ,and 
Where thi^does not- load us, 
Dot safely go.

, RULE OE ACTION.

practice.
we can- .*

. ,v

I t is often a poinf of great difficult} 
to determine whether in a given cáse. . 
to act, religiously. .The apostle I’aul, 
in I Cor viii. 8, has given us a rule 
which, in principle I think Applicable 
in this connection. If we are not bet­
ter by acting, nor worse by not acting 
then we {imbuid not act. " 
- Z EVA NG «LISTS.

farther east, but it is fearfully 
valent everywhere.

- . - :-T

Blit to go back to the word 
-Savior- used, it is «.privaient ta» 
word “ condemned.’ 
of all that has been added since the 
days of Christ, and’we have men con­
demned. Dut why condemn them ? 
{Suppose an puny officer is sent out to ■ 

, buy_horses for the service. He is in-| 
structèd to buy only bays, 1G hands | 
high, of sound limb, Ac. He buys | 
one hundred and brings them up to | 
tie received. Fifty Of them are pro- I 
nouneed by the judges to lie sbun'd ;

, and according to the instructions, but 
fiity are condemned’; what does that I- 
iwan. They ar - pronounced, unfit for I 
the.service. What is to lie done with. : 
them after this is no part of thé con- 

» demnation. They may be dispo-<’rof 
by another order, but. whatever dis- | 
position is made of them can only be j 
reguarded as a consequence of the ■ 
condemnation and not a part k of it. 1 
Now, if we use horses to represent • 
1 • ■ be­
lieve the. Gospel are condemned f<s iin-i 
tit for tiie service of God. The'Gospel ( 

« of Christ- takes c,ut a people for.the 
Lord, aud tins act of taking out a 
people, leaves a people not taken- 
These people not taken are said to be 
condemned, for condemnation has 
passed on the. Whole world.

There is a certain standard of man­
hood which the law of the .Lord makes 
necessary in order to be received into 

. the kingdom, of heaven here on earths 
This condemnation spoken of in, the 
great, commission has reference to 
this 7 first separation. If thi-‘.first 
salvation and damnation was all. then 
indeed the matter would not Is- so 
serious ; for then the difference wbuld 
be what we see in this present life 
only.

But the teaching of-Jesus does not 
atop here, for in another place He 

1 ^oays, “ All that are in their graves 
jshall come fimfcli, they that have done 
good ui)to the résurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation. John v. 29. 

Here ia another séparation, at 
•which ônc cia s enters into life eter­
nal, and à higher service ; the other

the 
the 

Strip the w<>rd

world, to lie «.equal unto the angels, 
and fo be flu; children of God. being 
the children of the resurrection,~how 
gl■ a; a l.,,--.,ing. - i—.

J. IL McCni.i,.H’(in.-

Is. it prompted by ambition or malice? 
Has the [iroposition -been sufficiently 

Tmffri’tt; inttD irctanTy 
Divine teaching

ASSÇME POWERS.

As these Conventions become strong 
and popular, they will almost certainly 
assume powers and subjects beyond 
their jurisdiction. .Transcending their 
proper bounds,such bodies hâve-isaued 
decrees, established rules, published 
bulb of excommunication, and made 
creeds.. . Each one of these steps, 
taken -f prratoly, may not ,l>e long;

e

And here I must mention the 
theory that every preacher is an evan­
gelist, with ail the poweik of Timothy 

ror Titus. I consider this an assump­
tion : not warranted fiV the Bil h , 
and exceedingly productive of evil 
On this theory the church does not 
make the preacher; l>ut the preacher 
makes the.church ; it does not. regu­
late hiirj, but he regulate?? it. He dis:: 
cipiines the ’chu-rci.'Tns’tead of l.eing ' 
desciplined by it. And, In case of 
withdrawal for bad conduct, he de­
clares the church guilty of disorder, or 
something else, and withdraws fiVun 
it;, instead of its withdrawing from 
him. * - ” '

r>‘

Our Troubles. •
•»

* ’’ NTXEEB !V.

theI hope, you and the readers of 
1’. C. Messenger, will not laok upon 
me ‘ as a. faultlinder. nor class me ■» ■ •Xlo . • .
among those >vlib look upon the da|;k 
.side of the picture only. That is not 
niv character, as those who have 
known me for many years can testify. 
But I would be justly classed among 
the hopeful; especially with reference 

, or Christi- 
New Testa­
religions <on 
to Roiqan 
through all

cause we advocate, 
as taught in the 
For of all the '

• from, Judaism 
Catholicism, and down 
the Protcstaht religions from the’timc 
Phocus crowr.i-d the i. :> of Rome 
universal bishop or Pope, until now, 
there lias no society^,eijualed our pros- 
perity in the past, or has as bright r. 
prospect of prosperity in the futltre as 
omt;. —;—

In 1S32 I planted a church of six 
members in the town of Fayette, in 
the state of Missouri, upon the Bible

•to tike 
anity, 
menti 
earth,

and the Bible only, nut knowing at 
the time that there was anotlier man 
or woman in the state who would be 
willing to officiate with us ; then we 
ha<l to pass through trials, surmount 
difficulties and remove obstacles in 
every Step we made, but they were 
such as were thrown in our way by 
enemies, not by friends. We were 
then compassed about by a very small 
cloud of witnesses; but with faith 
and hope conspicuously written upon 
our banner; we went forth, and success 
has crowned our efforts, until now in 
Missouri and in other states, we are 
stronger than any othei church. Now, 
in 1877, bemg'compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let 

I us run the race that is set before us, 
! looking unt<> Jesus, the author and 
i finisher of our faith, and success must 
crown our effort».

But we must not forget our fourth 
j trouble, it stands conspicuous in the

«

If this is not lording it over God’s 
heritage,.it.would be difficult to tell 
whtit is.

SrPKEMK TRIBUNAL.

1 have supposed th.it tb<- congnga 
lion, and, not the preacher, is God’s 
Supreme Court on earth, and-that its

g —WtEACHERS.. . ...

Asa cla^s;rprea<jkc!’s .am^verv in- 
; and es­

pecially when, as now, the body has 
relinquished to them almost wholly 
the faith, practice and discipline- 
They^knotv and’ Teel their power. 
Thus situated, tliey arc-inclined to 
meet aniFprescrilie for every trouble. ¡ 
TJiey are encouraged, and almost’ 
forced, by the general apathy ■ óf the 
church, to exercise, at least, all right­
ful poyrer. They understand that al­
most any action, taken by- them as a 
body, will be sustained or acquiesced 
in by “the "church. Good men know 
that much needs fit be done; thev 
see the preachers must do it; hence’ 
they ca I a preachers’ meeting or con­
vention. But now that they are met, 
what must they do? Every good 
man says: “All they can rightfully 
dobut what may they rightfully 
do? Here is the difficultyfor- the 
line is not always definitely marked.

POWER.
Now it is in the nature of power to 

aggrandize itself. This disposition is 
manifested on almost every page of 
church history, as well in the faith, as. 
the practice and discipline of the 
chiirch. And this disposition to triurp 
¡Htwer. -And transeen-l -.the Divine 
teách.ing is especially strong when (he 
end is, or is supposed to be, a very 
desirable one ; and although express!}’ 
condemned by an apostle, we are vet 
much inclined to think, or to act, as if 
we thought, “ the end justified the 
means.” . . «S» *

DEPARTURPS.

And then men are so apt to depart 
from the faith. (and of this we have 
express warning) that it requires great 
watchfulness to avoid overstepping 
the limits of -the Divine’ teaching- 
Some of these departures are doubt-’ 
less intentionally mado; but many of! 
them pass gopd men unnoticed, 'lliey 
are usually, in their beginning, small, 
and not palpable; and would lie op­
posed by many, if seep. Brit although, 
each is small it is a departure—it is 
one step, and is like crossing, the 
Rubicon by Cazar;- the fall of Rome 
was the consequence. The crossing 
the line unfenced between two landed 
proprietors is a small thing; but by 
so doing, the party leaves his own and 
stands upon his neighlxir’s soil; and ■ m—___ - -- ~~ —
although going but an inch beyoi whether the Divine Law permits .it, 
he is as mych a trespasser as if he had ’ then it is safy not to act; for if, in

but all of them together, takes a 
f-people outside of the Bible; and thus 
they rein f God’s law, and establish 
their own.

ONLY SAFETY.

It is not safe for such bodies even 
to express am opinion on subjects be­
yond their jurisdiction.

The only safety from these numer­
ous dangers, is, to keep clearly within 
the expressly written, or the ne­
cessarily implied teaching ; to keep oil’ 
of doubtffil ground; to 
doubtful disputations;

. unt.; t questions.-
i.vi;,, !’..sit;vi; a:;i>

I

NEGATlVi:.

•Tli- .scarcely any danger that 
r.n -m! ,'y. strong antb^pffyular will 
not is.- ail tiv-ii- r:glit|;^| powers; 
and if they should not, it is a nega­
tive, and .not a positive evil;—it is 
simply the absence of right, and not 
the presence of wrong; and may pro­
bably, be- easily remedied? But if 
they should exceed their powers, here 
is a ¡e.dfive evil, anib one very diffi­
cult, if not impossible to remedy.

• RELiNQl i'H IMWi:-;.

Excess of tfuthoritv and usurp.-.tion 
are revolutionary aud revolutions 
it is said “ never ku’.-q.back." Strength 
may, and almost certainly will usurp, 
but scarcely ever relinquishes power 
lifter transcending rightful authority, 
the body "is much more likely to take 
two more steps forward, than one 
backw rd.

Now this is- reason, it is history, 
which is accumulated experience ; and 
is equally true of both’ civil and re­
ligious government.
r ACT OR NOT. -

It is certainly safer not to do what 
you miglit jxissibly rightfully do, than 
to do what, with equal possibility, 
may bo wrongfully done. For the 
man that eats, or, it may be, acts, 
religiously, doubting, is damned, be­
cause he does it not in faith; “for 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin?’ 
Rom. xiv. 23. If we are not in- duty 
.bound to act; and if it be doubtful

. strong 
ail timi

1

rightful action will be ratified in 
heaven.

The Savior says : “ If he shall neg­
lect to hear them, tell, it unto the 
Church’ or congregation; but if he 

"neglect t-o hear the churchfoor congre­
gation, let him be unto thee as a 
heathen man and a publican. Verilv. 
or indeed, I say unto you. whaUonvor 
ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound 
in heaven’; and whatsoever vc shall 
loose on earth, shall be loosed in . 
heaven.” Matt, xviii. 17, 18.

On this theory, every preacher is» 
wholly irresponsible, and complete 
anarchy follows

Almost all our church troubles come 
from barkpreachei-s; and this immuni­
ty from punishment encourages licen- 
t’.ousne.ss and vice of <v«.rv kind. 
This theory may do for dc-nom¡nation­
alism, where the preacher may ex- 
cluee all the members; and inanv of 
such boilies have a Pope, greater of 
less; but it will not do for Christiani­
ty, where the Lord of all Washes the 
sain!* fief. ' ' '

1 itus was especially charged with 
the duty of ytting things in order in 
the ('Lurches, an.! this by ;tn inspired 
djioxtle ; but no preai lit r now haa any 
more such jmwer than a private mem­
ber.

It may bv said he is seqt out by thtr 
church, and that hence he ha^ more* 
power. - I Itis fact onlv shows he is 
their creature, and not their creator ; 
and that his ¡towers, thus obtained, 
are only such as they can give; but 
they cannot give what they have riot. 
One congregation lias no power to- 
regulate or interfere with another. 
If he’is Stent, it is to preach the. Gos­
pel ; ami is not, and could not now ber • 
to discipline churches. -

There is no safety for The cause of 
Christ, except in strict accountability 
to the congregation, of both preachers» 
an<l private members. And even 
under such accountability,bad jueach- 
ers have almost ruined the cause iir 
many localities.

I cannot adequately express my 
fears, of this doctrine-of the irrespon­
sibility of preachers. 1 think it will 
result in great evil, and should be 
strenuously opposed. It is a new 
doctrine. .The fathers of this restora­
tion neither knew nor taught any' 
juch thigg. It is a departure, from.
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