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What the Robin Told
The Holly Sprig

By MARY BAIN BILTON

N & mountain side grew a wprig
of holly. Heooath, o the val-
loy, nestied & village, and the
holly ecould see the people

woving about, the cattle golng to and

trom the brook for water; indeed, there

was constant motion, while the bally
| Wrig wan always stlll except when the
! "';4 -|n it in motion, One morning X
| robin it on the holly sprig, clutehing
| it with its tiny claws,
! “How 1 wish | were you!" said the
Iwnwmm “You can fiy any-

where and see what s going on, while
1 am doomed to hang here, passing my
Itfe In one spot.”

“Yeu," sald the robin, “1 ean go about
| nnd mee the world, and [ bave apportu.
iumu of learning. The other day—it

was Bunday -1 perched on & Hmb near

n charch und heard the clergyman way

that one of the greatest hlesuings was
| eotitentment.”
| Then the robin few sway.

Une winter morning when the snow

n——
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| had fallen the holly sprig heard merry
voloes, sounding very loud In the molst
alr, eoming up the mountain side, and
presently & wsumber of children ap-
| proached. They were gatherlog bolly,
and one of them took hold of the lttle
holly twig and twisted it off Its parent
bush, Then it was thrown inte a bag
with other sprigs and taken down (o
the village, For a time It lay perfectly
stlll, but saddenly the mouth of the
bag was opetied, & hand thrust in and
the holly taken ont.

Then for the fvst time the bolly
wprig saw & pew sight It was In &
lighted room where boys and girls
were st work, The girls were tying
evargreens Wgether and making ropes
of them, whifle the boys were standing
on tables and stepladders arranging
the ropest on the walls in l'm-l-nm-_I
Hotue of the girls were minking ever
green wreaths and hanging them In
the windows. One Dttle girl took the
holly sprig and hung it to a chandglier.

The holly sprig was supremely hap-
py. How much more delightful was
this than the blenk mountain side, with
te ehange from day to dayl It was
wolnewhut disappoloted when the boyws |
andl giels pot out the lights aml went |
out, Jeaving the room In darkuoess, It
could soe nothing, whereas [n ts moun-
tuln home on clear nights it could see
the wtars, and often the moon lighted
up the trees nbout it and the valley
below, However, lo the morning the
children cume baek to view thelr work,
and people were coming and golng all
day, so that the holly sprig was not
jonaly, Indeed, it was charmed with
it altered condition, which, 1t sup-
| posed, would last forever,

. That day & young evergrean.tree wos
brought Into the room and stood be-
| fove the chimney plece. The children
| brought in boxes, from which they took
| Httls wax candles and fixed them all
over the tree. From other hoxes they

took

gles and tinsel chains, which they seat-
tersd in profusion smong the

But the cllmas of dellght 1o the hally

paren
mons was dark.  But the holly wprig
had #0 much to remember that It did

pot feel lonely durlng the night, ex.
pecting that It would again have plenty
of cotupany on the morrow.
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With that the holly wus pulled down
gnd thrown into the general heap, all
of which was taken down into the cel-
lar.

Then the holly sprig wished liself
pack on the mountain side, where It
could mee the san sparkiing on the
snow and feleles by day and the stars
gnd the moon by night, but as the
julce of life dried out of it it gradual-
Iy lost sensation.

One spring-morning a servant came

spectacle of dramatic mysteries and
moralities given by personages In gro
tesque masks and singular costumes.
The scenery usunlly represented an in-
fant in a eradle surrounded by the Vir-
gin Mary and St. Josepl, bulls’ heads,
cherubs, eastern magi and many orna-
ments. ) H

Then there were the Christmas enr-
ols or some which recalled the songs of
the shepberds at the Nativity. Thwei
songs were attended by dances to the
rhythm of the various musical [nstra-
ments, Everybody jolned this merry-
making, and the wild music and slog-
ing were kept up the livelong nlght.
Of these anclent Christmas carols but
few hive been preserved to us. Thefore-
golng seemed to be the custom of all
Christian nations during the middle

Mary. In England and on the conti-
pent the bells are still rung at mil-
night. Among other revels of the
COhristmas season were the so called
feasts of fools and asses, in which ev-

perious was burlesqued. in-

itz decenchen

'In Englind Christmas s & term at |
once for a religious and mm&kingi

ek ;
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