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In order that readers of the West
Side Enterprise may form an In
telligent idea of the provisions of
the proposed local option law up
on which people are to vote at the
June election, the principal provisions aro herewith set forth:
Section 1 provides that whenever
ten per cent of the registered voters
of any county, precinct, or other
legal subdivision of a county petition the county court, shall order
order an election to be held at the
time mentioned in such petition, to
determine whether the sale of in
toxicating liquors shall be prohibit
ed in such territory. By legal subdivision of a county Is meant any
precinct, town, city or ward.
Section 10, which is the most im
portant section of the bill, provides, "if a majority of the votes
hereon as a whole, or in any subdivision in the county as a whole,
or in aoy precinct in the county,
are 'for prohibition,' said court shall
immediately make an order declaring the result of said vote and absolutely prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors within the proscribed limits. The county court
shall issue an order for prohibition,
notwithstanding the county as a
whole voted against prohibition.
Section 11
that if a
at
election
voting
any
majority
hereunder vote against prohibition
the court shall make an order de
claring the result, and have the
same enterted of records of said
court, all of which shall be subject
to the provisions in section 10 of
this act.
Reading the sections together it
appears that it an election is called for a county and prohibition
carries as a whole, the precincts
favoring license are not giyen local
option, but are bound by the majority vote of the county. If, on
the other hand, prohibition is defeated in the county
aa a
whole, the
precincts
favoring
are
local
given
prohibition
option. This is a feature of the
measure that should be fairly understood.
Section 14 reais: When prohibition has been carried at an election held for the entire county, no
election on the question of prohibition shall thereafter be held in
any subdivision or precinct thereof
until after prohibition has been
defeated at a subsequent election
for the same purpose held for the
entire county; nor in any case
where prohibition has carried in
any subdivision of any county
shall an election on this question
of prohibition be held thereafter in
any precinct of such subdivision-unti- l
prohibition has been defeated
at a subsequent election held for
such entire subdivision.
This gives the prohibitionist a
very decided advantage under the
law over those who favor license.
The remaining sections relate to
the enforcement of the law, and are
exceedingly strict, prohibiting the
giving away of liquor and throwing
the burden of proof upon the person accused of violating the law,
as: "It shall not be necessary to
state the kind of liquor sold, nor
to describe the place where sold;
nor to show the knowledge of the
principal to convict for the acts
ot an agent or servant."
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