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ULAIMANT I8 LOSER,

Pinnl Proof on Tunbor Lands
Proaotioally Tmpossible,

The recent ruling made by
Secrotary Hitehooek, of the De-
}m‘rmvnl of the Interior, roevia
g
prodecure in the making of final
prool on timber land upplica
is mignificant and so far
roaching to the
timber intorosts of the state, but

fons,
rull.-imllw'lu'v

more |n|l'lh‘|l||lr|_\' to the indi-
yidual applicants for the pur-
While the
guforcomaont of the ruling has

chnso of these lands.

the apparent purpose of requir-
ing compliance with the gou-
laws of the
ment, a striet enforcement of
Becretury Hiteheock's instruc.
tions will practieally accomplish
the withdraw of
ment timber land from entry,

Since all government lands
are intended for purchase by
individuals for their benefit and
the developoment of the land the
recent decisive ruling by Secre-
tary Hitehcock on this subjeet,
practically elosing these lands to
entry and settlement by disinter-
ested claimants, naturally pre-
supposes some plan for the dis-
posal of these lands other than
that contemplated by the gener-
al land laws.

A new interpretation to the
term  “speculation’} has been
given by Secretary Hiteheock
in connection with the timber
and stone land act of 1878 It
is held that any one who takes
up a piece of timber land, ex-
cepting at any future time lo
dispose of the swme at & con-
sideration in advance of what
the land actually cost, is a specu-
lator within the meaning of the
Upon this disclosure, in

eral land govern-

all govern-

lnw.

and regulating the modens of

timbor land, for the purchase
of which he has made applica-
| in regular form, 1f the
applicant now gaing title to tim.
{ber land, in making final proof

TLhian

[he must eithor perjure himself
and diselosa his roguish designs

or he must revoal a pitinble

montal condition, It is believd

that the purpoie of the law con-

Iil'll'lli[rl.l'"" the placing the appli-
[ennt in either of these positions,

['nder the old [irw'l--']!irl-. the
the

.\]lll]ln'rllli were those touching

only

| questions asked of

on his nativity and residence in
the
l[ut-rll.lh[l' vilue of the lands rep-

this country, nature and
resontod 1o thie LII'!Illlji'llll.-lll und
the deelaration that he had not
sold or transforred his claim to
the land after making a state-
ment, that he K2l not, directly
or indirectly, made any contract
or agreement, in any way or
manner, with any person whom-
goover, by the title he
might acquire from the govern-
ment of the United States might
injure, in whole or in part, the
benefit of any person except
himself; that the entry is made
in good faith for the appropia-
tion of the land to his own use,
and not for the use and benefit
of any other person; that no
other person, firm or corporation
has any interest in the claim or
the timber on the land which he
[had made npplicxtiou. The
;uaunl form of crogsexamination
of the applicant by register and
recoiver of the local land office
included questions as to resi-
dence, occupation, circamstan-
ces, under which the claim was
filed upon, und whether or not
the applicant furnished, unaided,
from his own earnings, the
money that was required to
meet the expense of filing on
the land. The withess for the

which

lin any way that he might at | mortgages on the land for secur-

some time sccept more for the |ity. If the patents to the lunda
property than it actually cost lin which they are interested are
him, his elaim is vitisted, The refused, then their socurity will
deeision is final so far as the also be gone, and the money
local office is concerned, and the that has been advanced on the
only right remaining to the in«| claim by the applicant will be
dividual is an appeal to the land | appropinted by the Government,
commissioner ant Washington, | Both the applicant for the tim-
and since tho order calling for |ber land and the man who ad-
this form of procedure emanat- | vanced the money with which
to defray the expense of fling
on the claim feel that the rul-

¢d from the secretary of inter-|
jor, the applicant stands a poor |

chanee of getting a
the decree of the lower office.

The officials of the Oregon
City Land Office are exceedingly
noncommital on the subject,
and will not discuss the recent
ruling of Secretary Hitcheock.
While it is claimed that the new
ruling was first proposed by
the Interior Department nearly
a year ago, it has been recogniz-
ed and enforced at the local land
office for the last two months
only, or since the arrival of
Special Inspector Hobbs, who
was transferred to this point
from New Mexico.

It isknown that in the last
two months more than 50 per
cent of the applications for the
final proof on timber lands at
the Oregon City office have been
rejected. In that length of time
probably 200 claimants have
appeared before the local office.
The new ruling is not only be-
ing applied to entries upon which
final proof has not yet been
made, but many patents in this
district are now held up at
Washington because the appli-
cants, relying on the decision of
the United States courts, have
admitted in making their final
proofs that at some future time
they might dispose of their
claims at a profit, or, in other
words, receive for them more
tham $2.50 per acre, that

reversal of | ing is unjust since it has always

|been held that
{has always had the right

the entryman
to
| mortgage, as long as there was
| nothing fraudulent in the trans-
[ nction.

The majority of those who
have filed on claims in this
distriet and have not yet proven
up will offer their proof and pay
their money, relying on the
former interpretation of the

word “speculstion” being con-
tinued in force and the new rule
being reversed. A number of
cases that were rejected in Ore-
gon City Land Offiice have been
appealed to the commissioner
of the General Land Office,
where Secretary Hitcheock’s
ruling will be tested at once. It
practically repeals an act of Con-
gress, and it is argued cannot
stand a judicial test.

In providing this departure
for making of final proofs the
general land office has failed to
formulate a rule that will pre-
vent the scripper from placing
his scrip on this land withdrawn
from the individual purchaser,
but allows the scripper to make
200 to 100 per cent on his pur-
chase. Scrip is now valued at
$5 per acre, and more scrip has
been issued than there is valu-
able land. This fact tends to
depreciate the market of this
negotiable paper, which at the
same is valuable paper, Timber

CARYSANTHEMUM FAIR.

Was an Elaborute Affalr and &
FPinancial Success,

The ladios of the M. K. church
gave their chrysanthemom fair at
the opers house Friday evening,
and wera greoted by a large, enthu-
giastic sudience, The program was
one of much excellence and the ex-
bibit of chrysanthemums was a
most chajes one. The ladies will
realize & nice sum above the ex-
penses, which will be applied to
church labor.

THE FROGRAM.
Piano Dast.. ... Mrs. Babbitc and

e vieinsieises. Miss Bowden.
Voeal 80f0. . ... Miss Sadie Craven.
Recitation Miss Edith Owen.
Pinoo 8Bolo........Julien Hurley.
Chorus .
Solo ... Mre. E, E. Paddock.
Saloct Reading. Miss Nellie Burke.
Vocal Salp.. .. .. Mrs. M. L. Dorris.

PRIZES.
First prize pink... Mrs. A. Nelson.
Second * = .

v isses. Mra. W, G, Sharman.
First prize white. Mrs. R, H. Knox}
Second * .. Mrs. A, Nelson.
First prize yellow,Mrs. R, H.Knox.
Second * % Mre.W.H.Walker
First collection ten, Mra. A. Nelson,
Second # Mrs.D.A.Hodge.
First collection five, Mrs. A. Nelson.

Beooud “ a“w
"~ ve...Mrs. W, G, Sharman.

) ——————
UP-TO-DATE JOURNALISM.

Salem Gets Word of 8. P. Line
From Salem to Independence
Before Any of the Officials
EKnow About It.

}  Noyember 17th., 1903,
IxpEpENDESCE ENTERPRISE,
Independence, Oregon.
Gentlemen:~
Replying to your note
of the 16¢ch inst., in reference to ar-
ticle in Salem Statesman that
this Com pany is talking of build-
ing from Sslem to Independence,
T beg to say that nothing ie known
here of such a move. ]

connection with the examing-| juimant is also crossexamin-|amount paid the government

tion of an applicant f‘ir the pur-| o4 by the land officials as to his| for the lands, It has never be- [lands are readily from $12 to $20 Yours truly,

chase of such lund, She appli acquaintance with the petson |fore been held by the General | an acre, so an idea may be R. KoEHLER,

cation is rejected and dismissed. | akng  the filing; what he|Land Office that the words gathered of the profit that is | - Manager.
Under this ruling by the|i,ows of the financial condition | “exclusive  use and benefit” | made by holdere of serip in| wguversel ——

department, the ouly persond|of the applicant, and further if [could be construed to mean |seizing available timber lands. | :

who are permitted to purchaso| g knows from his own know- | that a person could not reap The motive ofthe land depart- [ ' Following is & report of the Suv-

er school for the month ending No-

these lands, are those who will
swenr that they own land in
the vicinty of the timber land,
for the purchase of which they
made application, and that they
desire the timber for . personal

ledge whether or not the appli-
sant has enough money of lis
own to pay for the land without
mortgaging it. Formerly this
was the extent of the examina-

tion of the u]rplicl‘nl- and his

the benefit of his claim at some
future time by selling it ata
profit. By the new construction
an entryman would have to use
the timber in his own building

operations or else build a saw-|

vd eut it into lumber, and

ment in providing this stringent
examination of applicants in
' making final proof is an open
'question. Many do not hesitate
‘tu charge that the real motive 18

the cancellation of as many 1in-
| dividual claims as can bhe made

yember 13: .

Total number enrolled....... .21

Average daily attendance.... .20%

Numbesbtimes tardy.......... 0
Those who were neither absent

nor tardy during the month are:
Fred Suver, Nora Suver, Florence

use, The only person who can|iiness. mill a1 _ A i no
conscientiously sweat that hel Byt under the present pro- then by a strict constraetion, he ander this technical ruling in|Allen, Sylvia Allen, Lillie Erick-
: : ; ' 1 | the interest of the large corpor-|80D. Walter Erickson, Willis Hel-

: Lenora James,

needs the timber for his own
is a rancher so far romoved
timbor 18

LS

from n mill o where

', that he cannot buy sawed

gramme the applicant is taken
in charge by a special instructor
as soon ns the regular form of
of making

He is

examination and pr

would be prt-\'vutwl from sell-

ing the lumber,
Thereis also a business as-
pect to the situation. DBusiness

men in this community are con-

ations and gigantic timber
concerns which held the bulk of
W hatever may be

|the serips
the purpose aimed at, it is a cer-

mick, Otto Steele,
Charles Erickson, Elmer Maxfield,
Harl and4W heeler, Alma Ruef, Va-
da Ruef, Gladgs Ruef and Carl

Larson.
Weare very glad to note that

lumber.  On the other hand, if|j,s been omplied with. . : o : '

the applieant admits that be ex-l¢aken into a private office, un-|cerned in the ruling of the In-|tainty that if the 11{:“* ﬂf]e - the i““:;"sit in the 'f“h?":h“ Emf;"

peoels to manulacture the timber m:cnllll'?"‘i“*] by his friends or|terior Department) although | upheld by the t.“()ln'l‘.:! “'. will be ;?f,‘:&u; I'I.?:ei?;:i:gk;) homae fgrglln:

into lumber and sell it at & pro<igigorney, and then is put|{ many of them have not claims. | but a short time until every benefit of home study. The eplen-
; ac ;

fit, it is held that his purpose is

through a l']‘ll.‘iﬂ-qﬂt‘ﬂlil,lllillg that

Men having idle capital bave

re of the government lands|gig aue::itmcv is goo. evidence of
Il be appropiated by wealthy |

the intereht shown, and we ask the

he co-operation of

rable money to per-| V!
that the

the mne-|lumber firms and serip holders
of #400 generlly. :

| continuance of t
|e\'ary pupil and patron, ]
| greatest possible good may result

lent conside

ot eredit on the erim-
sons filing to supply

would refl
police

inal departmet of any

cueculation, which disqualifies
Lim as o lawful purchaser and

oxeludes him from the benefité|station. The procedings 1Ilw ::“erylimrilhi{:;@ p«r‘ll(:f cost to s l he school, If d
. ‘ ; Jdiefly ¢ each claim. 1he COSE o from the school. you can do us
0 A stone acl. conducted  chiefly on the (& / : : ) ) b No. 29, A.F. &AM ol
| '\I"’ l”'”i“r u“":rl’lt;!“ll tuf thelstar-cha mber  arder. Absurd | the applicant 1n locating on & lym;. ; Udg‘? g ioh i Fdl ; . '; any good, do £0; if you can do us
. strict cous ._“‘ e k it {1 irrelevant in the extrome timber claim amounts to about meets b.atur ay vight, and degree | 4oy harm, dow’t.
lepartment’s S0UnE R |l " ) .fllt auestions fired $430, Men making these loans| work will be conferred. All wvisit- R. W. Swixk,
wactic F 551 e many of the L oyl R £l ¥ 3 .
pratiipes o TR ::: the w-\imuﬂa \\'liu, if he admits | haye in many instances hll».en,lmg brothers cordially welcomed. 1 Teacher.

e ]

applicant to make final proofl on




