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' writes Eliznbeth Robinson Scovil, in the
Ladies” Home Journal. ‘This nesd not
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“New, T laven't,.  Wife borrowed the last
to Ly Cheistiins present.”—Atlanta
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the Union Pacific Road, the tele
graph line strétches to the north,
lénps seross to the Laramic mountpins,
aud ut n point epposite the greut mnss of
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montinnes bo tage and e veneofinl e
fo pursme. 1L the =vpirt of the fievarms
reached the cars of the sentinel st the
fort. Neoone had vot loarned what whs
happening, when three Bgures stygecrol
up o the gate, and on into the fort,
up tothe door of the Coaloned's loadgonr
toprs, f\u- af the figires bold npoo thied
between then. As he peerosd Ty the Ser-
gonnt saloted oud subil:

“Col, Dawson, 1 report myself, and |
bring you w Christwns present.*

And ns the Colonel uttered a shour of
surprigg and rished forwand with ot
stretehed arns, e brave linde woman
fell into them. aml the two men sdnk
down in their tracks, snd those whin Hfto)
them up wet their fngers with the Blow
of heroes,

A hnndsome merry-facoll womnn, whi
Is fivee years older-—a Sergennt of [yfint e
wito limps o biv—n line grave in wiyleh
sleeps the soldier aperator—tatliing e

this point to the forr, n distanoe of twen.
ty-five miles, is the roughest portion of
the way, and the skulking bands of In
dians make it the most daugerons. {
At the terminos of the Hne bs a0 rode |
shanty and a saldier operator. Close Ly |
the shanty are tents of the soldicrs, wlin |
are setting the poles and pushing the Ve |
along until the fort shull have eloctrie
communication with the outslde workl, |
It is Décember Ill')“"—wlrll}' 1w |lu_\'u 1o
Christmas. There have been cold ruins,
snow storme, egevere weather, and the
soldiers are wondering why they buve
not been orderod baek o the fort for the
winter, when a monnted messenger nr.
rives over the trail bearing the oxpeotod
order, The Cplonel’s wife hias gone Fust,
The operator is to wire her 1o pomain
where she is until spring.  Whn ber g
swer is received the shanty ix to e ool
up, camp broken, and the party hegded
for the fort. The afternvon wears aw ny.
the night comes down, and some of the |
suldiers wre asleep, when Benton City
sends in its oull, nnd Follows It by a1l
gram reading: “The Colonels wife
startetd West four days ago, and ought
to be thers or at the fort now,"™
Next morning thete wis an  arrival
from the South. The Colonel's wife, rid-
ing a horse with o binoket for a sqiblle,
dismounted ot the front of the shunty,
and opened the duor with a cheery
“Howdy do, bors!" to the operator s
the Bergeant. As both men stood nt “al-
tention,” she removed the hood and cloak
which etnveloped her, shook off the snow,
and sald to the Bergeant:
“I eame through with bardly ao hour's
vest, and I'm bungry as o wolf. ‘Tell
some of the men to cook smething. 'l

l give the Colomel 8 gurprise.”
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