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SOMETHING 18 RA DICALLY
WRONG.

There is something radically
wrong in the methods of the state
highway commission. This has been
forcibly brought te the atten-
tion of Polk county folkss in the
highway fight. By this eminent body
legislative enactments are regarded
as “mere scraps of paper.”

The Enterprise has always had a
notion that the highway commission
should play the game fairly. Its
members have taken an oath to sup-
port the laws of the state of Ore-
gon. Are they doing it in the Polk
county case?

The legislature, in an act creating
the highway commission, specified
that the west side Pacific highway
ghall run through Dallas and Inde-
pendence, and by referendum Was
adopted by the people. The
visions of the sct were plain enough
to be easily understood. It may not
he the best route which could have
been selected for the through tourist
and the consequent direct profit to
However, this does not en-

pro-

Portland.
ter into the case.

highway the
Dallas and

In laying ‘out this
ignored
Perfectly

commissioners
Independence. aware of
the provisions of the legislative act,
unlike law-abiding officers, they at-
tempted to accomplish their end by
Their pro-
by the

the steam rollér process.
paganda has been spread
Portland papers and through other
gources, until Polk county is pointed
out as an obstructionist of the worst
kind.

Law enforcement is one of the
duties of Oregon’s chief executive of-
ficer. When Governor Olcott was
presented with a monstrous petition
asking that he require the commis-
sioners to follow the law in this in-
stance he “passed the buck” to the
commission, and of courze nothing
was accomplished.

No doubt the commissioners be-
lieve that the route they selected is
better than the one fixed by the legis-
lature. This might be questioned but
there is no intention to do so at
this time. Well and good. Then
why did not they attempt to make the
change legally 7 If their cause was so
just, as they contend, it would have
been an easy matter to get a legis-
ture to amend the act or a supreme
court decision on the legality of the
present one.

Instead of doing thiz and with an
implied attitude of utter indifference
to the wishes of the people, they are
attempting to follow their own in-
clinations, In order to prevent this
and maintain law enforcement, it has
been necessary for Dallas and Inde-
pendence to put up a fight. It has
cost many a dollar and wil] probably
cost many more hefore the matter is
finally settled. Yet neither town has
any inclination to lay down.

MISSTATMENETS BY THE
OREGONIAN,

Misstatements characterize a story
which appeared in last Wedneday's
Ql‘(‘lgrmian concerning the west side
Pacific highway. It has all of th[l’
earmarks of having been an inspira-

tion, and i in keeping
articles which have been printed 0
that paper from time to time, ml
which propagandas for the state high-
way commission has been lavishly

spread irrespective of facts,
In its zeal in upholding the high-
matter thp‘

way commission in this
y cast aside |

Oregonian has apparentl

every vestige of fair play. Accom- |
panying the story is & map of thel
inaccurately

highway in question,
drawn, and it is not hard te im-
agine that the inatcuracies are fa-

vorable to the commission,

Possibly the Oregonian may be la-
boring under a delusion, hence it
may be timely to state here that all
Dallas and Independence are d(!-‘
manding is that a provision of the
1917 highway act be carried out in
good faith. This act, which created
the present commission, provides:
“The Pacific highway from the Mult-
nomah county line through Wash-
ington county and Yamhill county,
by way of Hillsboro, Forest Grove,
McMinnville to Dallas, Monmouth
and Independence, in Polk county; to |
Corvallis and Monroe in Benton |
county, and through Eugene to the
north line of Benton county.” |

Here's the story as it appesred in
the Oregonian:

Dallas people have apparently won
a barren victory in the decision of
Cirenit Judge MeCourt. Before the

had a paved road to Salem, but the |
court decision blocks the paving plans
of the state highway commission. |

The pavement between Salem and
Rickreall has been finished and the

paving plant is being shifted from
Fola to Rickreall to pave the four
miles from Rickreall to Dallas, but

the court order will now leave Dallas |
four miles from pavement, ,
Rut for the Dallas people going into
court and insisting that the Pacific
highway pass through their town in-
stead of the town being connected
with the highwav by a stub, the state
highway work in Polk count would |
have been near completion by the|
end of this year. |
Now because of legal obstacles, the |
work must virtually stop—has lmeni
ordered stopped in places—and this|
puts the road programme in Polk |
county at a standstill until next year,
in all probability, and possibly lnnger.!
For, although the court may say|
where the highway must run, there
are so many pressing  projects|
throughout the state that others can-
not be sidetracked in order to imme-
diately improve such locations as a|
court indicates. [
The highway commission located |
the Pacific highway from MecMinn-
ville south on a straight line to Mon-
mouth. This straight road left Dal-
las four miles to the west and Inde-|
pendence two miles to the east, The |
commidsion decided to build gpurs |
from the highway to these two towns'
rather than twist thg highway. i
Contracts have been let for most
of the highway mileage in Polk
county on this progmamme, and some |
of the road has been paved. From|
Salem to Rickreall the hard-surface |
is finished and the contractor was'
preparing to connect Dallas with
Rickresll with hard-surface, but the
court has ordered the work s‘toppml.|
The court has also ordered stopped |
the work between Independence andl
[

|

Monmouth, )

As the court has decided, the Pa-
cific highway will begin a meander-
ing course from about Holmes' Gap
to Dallas, then wander back to’abaut
Rickreall, and asmble off again to-
ward Independence, forming a 2ig-|
zag and increasing the mileage of |
the Pacific highway, which means in-|
creazing the cost of 'building |
the road through Polk county. el

Inaccuracy No. 1—'The paving |
between Rickreall and Salem has|
been finished.” '

In the first place this is desig- |
nated a: a post road, and is finished
only to Brunk’s cormer, a distanc2 of |
three miles from Rickreall.

Inaccuracy No, 2—“From Salem to |

Rickreall the hard surface is finigh-
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HIS BANK encour-

pure bred stock and we
are willing to assist in
financing responsible par-
ties who desire to buy
livestock exhibited at the
Pacific International Live
Stock Exposition this fall

STATE BANK

purchase of

FARMERS
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PS roaOﬂ

|

|
with other|ed and the

' about

end of the season Dallas would have

contractor was 5-'.-']\'.-.|'-n;:I
Dallas  with Rickroall
gurface but the court
stoppesd.”

ordered  this
nuw

to  connect
with hard
has ordered this work
The court has mot
work stopped, as this yoad forms
part of the Pacific highway.

Inaccurncy No. 3—"The court has
also ordered stopped the work be-
tween Independence and Monmouth

This rosd has lcen paved for s

eral yeavrs,
Inaccuracy No. 4—"As .
has decided, the I‘m_-lfu‘ highway will
begin & mesndering course from
Holmes' Gap to Dallng, then
wander back to about Rickreall, and
amble off wagain toward [ndapend
ence, forming a Eigzag and increas- |
ing the mileage of the Pacific high- |
way which meang inereas-
ing the cost of building the road
through Polk county.”
There is mnothing
Court's decision which requires
highway to be built through Holmes' |
Gap or Rickreall. Neither will there
be any zig-zag from Rickreall to In
dependence. The highway will go
through Monmouth to Independence
and south to Corvallis, between these
points following the course the com
mission may determine; Going ni rth

the court

Me- |

the

in Judge

from Monmouth the highway must
go through Dallas and from Dallas|
to MeMinnville, but there 1= :-_:-‘h.n,;

in the court order or the lepislative
act which requires it to touch
intermediate points  befween
nlaces.

Dr. Duganne, Dentist, office aveyr In-
dependence National Dank.

The Enterprise is still $1.:

Farmers,
Attention

Just think! We sall

machinery.

your

Young stock handled.

Ranches, all sizeés, for sale and

rent.

Some like this:

160 acres, $25 an acre, 3700 down,
balance seven years.

Portland residence property, all
sizes.

Rents Collected. Why worry?
We are under bond for you. |

Why mnot list with us now.
We get results,

We trade and sell.

|
OrlowR. White & Co.

254 12th Street

PORTLAND, OREGON

Or Independence, Phone I 1404,

Fisher’s

(Seattle)

Egg Producer

It is all that its name implies and

[pr—p—— ;
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is being used by many successful

poultrymen. The price

Per hundred ....:.-

Per ton .....

sra s s s anrnen

We have a good spray for your

cattle. It is worth while to use it. |

Independence
Seed & Feed Store

“They Have It”
INDEPENDENCE, OREGON

YOUR TIRE Trouble

Adjusted promptly and in & work-
maniike manner. Try me. SER-
VICE in big letters.

Savage, Curtls and Racine Tires
and Tubes for sale.

M.J. O’'DONNELL

Across from Farmers Btate Bank,

R more tire mileage, more miles tq,
gallon of gmhne,.smyer !’ldmg comfort
and for the best possible tire investment

5

Next time — BUY FISK "
from your dealer

These tires are built to this Ideal:

the best concern in the world to work for and
::.:.mtmhm&bm'&'

We fix it up. | il
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No Argument

You

know the storv of the

['hat's the feel al
Hart Schaffner & Marx
We're not arguing w ith vo

they’re the right clothes for von

Ih(* ]H_{l',:.- Clothes VOu ever he 1

I : V( 4 3 wrin’] L
f you come in, we i prove it
Capyright Han Schafer & Marx

SUIT PRICES

$25.00 to $75.00

You don't take a chance to Io
if you purchase here.

Salem Wooken Myills SIo

C
P, BISHOP, Proprietor
AMILY 1N MAR

\ * -
1
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ION AND POLK COUNTY A pATRON.




