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CHAPTER XV—Continued.
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But he was not yet dead. Agaln he
almed and fired, the bullet splintering
the gunwale of the canoe close by
Baynes' face. Baynt®s fired agnin as
his canoe drifted further downstream,
and Malbihn apswered from the shore,
where he lay in & pool of his own
blood.

And thus, doggedly, the two wounded
men continued to carry on thelr welrd
duel until the winding African river
bhad carried the Hon. Morison Baynes
out of sight around a wooded point.

- - L L] L] - -

Meriem had traversed half the
length of the village street when a
geore of white-robed negroes nnd half-
castes leaped out upon her from the
dark interiors of the surrounding huts.
Bhe tried to flees, but heavy hands
selzed her, and when she turned at last
to plead with them her eyes fell upon
the face of a tall, grim old man glaring
down upon her from the folds of his
burnoose,

At sight of him she stnggered back
in shocked and terrified surprise, It
was the sheik!

The shelk and his party had been
marching southward along the river
when one of them, dropping out of
line to feteh water, had seen Merliem
making for the village. The fellow had
called the sheik's attention to the
strange sight—a white woman alone in
centril Africa—and the old Arab had
hidden his men in the deserted village
to capture her.

And when at last the woman had
walked Into the trap he had set for
her and he had refognized her as thé
game little girl he had brutalized and
maltrested years before his gratifica-
tion had been huge. Now he lost no
time in establishing the old relations
of father and daughter that had ex-
isted between them in the past

A two days' march brought them at
last to the familiar scenes of her
childhood, and the first face upon
which she set her eyes as she was
driven through the gates into the

strong stockade was that of the tooth-
less, hideous Mabunu, her one time
nurse. It was as though all the years

that had Intervened were but o dream.
Had it not been for her clothing and

the fact that she had grown In stature

she might well have belleved it so.

For a time the inhabitants of the

sheik's village who had not been upon

the march with Wim amused -them-

felves by inspecting the strungely clad
white girl whom some of them had
known as a little child. ‘

Among the Arabs who had come In
her absence was @ tull young fellow

of twenty, n handsowme, sinister look-

fng youth, who stared at her In open
admiration until the shelk came and
ordered himn away, and Abdul Kamak
went, scowling.

At last, their curiosity satisfied, Me-

rlem was left alone. As of old, she

was permitted the freedom of the vil-
lage, for the stockade was high and
gtrong and the only gates were well
guarded by day and night. But, as of
old, she cnred not for the companion-
ghip of the cruel Arabs and the de-
graded blacks who formed the follow-
ing of the sheilr, and so, as had been
her want In the sad days of her child-
hood, she slunk down to an unfrequent-
ed corner of the inclosure where she
had often played at housekeeplng with

her beloved Geeka.

Merlemn pressed her hand above her
heart and stified a sigh, and as she did
go she felt the hard outlines of the
photographs she had hidden there as
she slunk from Malbihn's tent. Now
ghe drew it forth and commenced to
re-examine It more carefully than she

hed had time to do before.

As she sut gazing at.the picture she
suddenly became aware that she was
not alone ; that some one was standing
¢lose behind her, some one who had
approached her nolselessly. Gulltily
ghe thrust ‘the pleture back into her
waist. A hand fell upon her shoulder.
She wus sure that it was the shell,
and she awaited in dumb terror the
blow that she knew would immediate-

ly follow.

No blow came, and she looked up-
ward over her shoulder—into the eyes

of Ahdul Eamal, tle young Arab,

o] igaw,” he said, “the picture that
you have just hidden. It Is you when
you were a child, a very young child.

May I see it again?"
Meriem drew away from him.

“I ' will give it back,” he sald. “I
have heard of you, and I know that
you have mo love for the shelk, your
father, Neither have L I will not
betray you. Let me see the picture.”

Sha drew the photograph from [ts

hiding place and handed it to him.

He turned.the pleture over, dnd as
his eyes fell upon the old newspaper
cutting they went wide. He could
read French—with dificuity, it i trae,
but he could read it. He had been to
Parls. 'He had spent six months there
on eshibition with n troop of hig des,

ert fellows.

Slowly, ldboriously, he rend the yel-
lowed cutting. His eyeés were no long-
er wide. Imstead, they parrowed to
two slits of cunning.; When be had

done he looked at the girl.
“YTou have read this?” he asked.

ghe replied.

‘e had seen the stranger girl alone by

#I have not had the opportunity,”

A wonderful idea had sprung to Ab-
dul Kdmak's mind. It was an Idea
that might be furthered If the girl
were kept In ignorance of the contents
of that newspaper cutting. It would
certniply be doomed should she learn
its contents.

“Meriem,” he whispered, "never un-
til today have my eyes beheld you,
yet at once they told my heart that it
must ever be your servant. You do
not know me, but 1 ask that you trust
me., I can help you. You hate the
shelk. So do I Let me take you
away from him. Come with me and
we will go back to the great desert
where my father is a sheik mightier
than Is yours, Will you come?"
Meriem sat in silence. She hated to
wound the only one who had offered
her protection and frlendship, but she
did not want Abdul Kamak's love. De-
celved by her silence, the man seized
her and strained her to lim, but Mer-
[em struggled to free herselfl

“T da.not love you!" she cried, “Oh,
please do not make me hate you! You
are the only one who has shown kind-
ness toward me, and 1 want to like
you, but I cannot love you!™

Abdul Knmak drew himself to hls
full helght.

“You will learn to love me,” he said,
“for I shall take you, whether you will
or no. You hate the sheik, and so you
will not tell him, for If you do I will
tell him of the picture. I hate the
shelk, and——"

“You hate the sheik?" came a grim
volee from behind them,

Both turned to see the shelk himself
standing a few paces from them, Ab-
dul still held the picture In his hand.
Now he thrust It within hls burnoose.
“Yes," he said, “I hate the shelk.”
And as he spoke he sprang toward the
older man, felled him with a blow and
dashed on across the village to the
line where his horse was plcketed, sad-
dled and ready, for Abdul Kamak had
been about to ride forth to hunt when

tne bushes.

Leaping into the saddle, Abdul Ke-
mak dashed for the villnge gates. The
sheik, momentarily stunned by the
blow that had felled him, now stag-
gered to his feet, shouting lustily to
his followers to stop the escaping
Arab.

A dozen blacks leaped forward to In-
tercept the horseman, only to be rid-
den down or brushed aside by the muz-
zle of Abdul Kamak's long musket,
which he lashed from side to side about
him as he spurred on toward the gate.
But here he must surely be Inter-
cepted. Already the two blacks sta-
tloned there-were pushing the unwieldy

Her Heart Leaped In Pride and Joy.
“Korak!" She Cried.

portals to. Up flew the barrel of
the fugitive’s weapon. With reins fly-
ing lopse and his horse at a mad god-
lop, the son of the desert fired once,
and one keeper of the gute dropped in
his tracks, An instunt later the other
had been ridden down.

With a wild whoop of exultation,
twirling his musket high shove his
head and turning in his saddle to luugh
back into the faces of his pursuers,
Abdul Kamak dashed out of the wil-
lage of the shelk and was swallowed
up by the jungle,

CHAPTER XV

A Strange Meeting,
Sometimes lolling upon Tantor's
back, sometimes rogsming the jungle in
solltude, Korak made his way slowly
toward the west and south. He muade
but a few miles a day, for he hud a
whole lifetime before him and no place
in partleular to go. Possibly he would
have moved mgre rapidly but for the
thought which continually haunted him
that each mile he traveled earried lilm
farther and farther away from Mer-
tem—no longer lils Merlem, ag of yore,
it Is true, but #till as dear to him as
aver,
Thus he came npon the trall of the
shelk's band as it traveled down river
from the point where the sheik had
captured Merlem to {ts own stockaded
village. Suddenly he caome to the cump
of the renegade Swede Malblhn, whose
black attendants fled In terror at sight
of 'Tantor and Korak.

Maibitin 1ay In a hammock beneath
a camopy before his tent. His-wounds
were painful, and he had lost much
blood. He was very wenk. He looked

of his men and saw them ruuning Lo
ward the gate,
And then from around the corner of
his tent loomed a huge bulk, and Taw
tor, the great tusker, towered above
him.
Malbihn's boy, feellng nelther affec
tion nor loyalty for his master, broks
and run at the first glimpse of the
beast, and Malblhn was left nlone and
helpless, The elephant stopped 4
couple of paces from the wounded
man's hammock.  Malbihn cowered, |
moaning. He was too weak to escape.
e could only le there with staring
eves, gazing In horror Into the blood
rimmed, angry litlé orbs fixed upon
him, and awalt his Beath.
Then, to his astonlshment, a mnn
slid to the ground from the elephant's
back. Almost ut once Malbihn recog-
nlzed the strange figure us that of the
crenture who consorted with apes and
baboons—the white warrior of the jun- |
gle. Malblhn cowered still lower.
It was from Mulbihn's dylng lips
that Korak learned of the Swede's en-
counter with Baynes and how Merlem

|
wns again In the cump of the shelk,
Korak lost no time in seeking her.
When speed wans required Korak de-
pended upon no other muscles than his
own, and so 1t was that the moment
Tantor had landed him safely u]wni
the snme side of the river as lay the
village of the sheik the ape man de- |

 serted his bulky comrade and took to

the trees In a rapld race toward the
gouth and the spot where the Swede
had told hinf Meriem might be. |
It was dark when he came to the

pnlisade, - strengthemed conslderably

slnce the day that he had rescued

Meriem from her pitiful Hfe within its |
eruel confines, No longér did the ginnt

tree spread its branches above the

wooden rampart, but ordinary man

mude defenses were scarce consldered

obstacles by Korak.

Loosening the rope at his walst, he

tossed the nodse over ene of the sharp-

ened posts that composed the palisade.

A moment later his eyes were above

the level of the obstacles, taking in all

within their rnoge beyond. There wns

no one In sight close by, and Korak

drew himself to the top and dropped

lightly to the ground within the’in-
closure,

Then he commenced his stealthy

gearghp of the village, First toward the
Arab tents he made his way, solffling
and listening, He passed behind them,

Not even the wild Arab curs heard his
passage, so sllently he went—a shadow
passing through shadows.

Naked but for his leopard skin and
his loin cloth, Korak the Killer slunk
into the shadows at the back of the
tent, where his keen scent told him
Merlem was. His sharp knife slit a
slx foot opening In the tent wall, nnd
Kornk, tall and mighty, sprang
through upoen the astonished vislons of
the Inmates.

Merlem saw and recognized him the
instant that he entered the apartment.
Her heart lenpeil in pride and Joy at
the glght of the noble figureé for which
it had hungered so long.

“Korak!" she crled.

“Meriem!" He uttered the slogle
word as he hurled himself upon the
inmates of the tent, Three negresses
lenped from thelr sleeplng mals,
screaming. Meriem tried to prevent
them from escaping, but before she

wall made by Korok's kolfe and were
gone screaming through the village.

Korak tumned toward Meriem, and
ut the same moment n bloody and
disheveled apparitlon lenped luto the
Japartmeat,

“Morison!" erled the girl

For it was Baynes, who, despite hia
wounds, had made his way to the
shelk's village,

Korak turned and looked at the new-
comer. He had been about to tuke
Merlem In his arms forgetful of all
that might have transpired since lost
he had seen her. Then the coming
of the young Englishman recalled the
scene he had witnessed o the little
clenring, and a wave of misery swept
over the ape man.

Already from without came the
gounds of the alarm that the three
negresses bad started. Men were run-
ning toward the tent. There was no
time to be lost. 3

“Quick!” er'ed Korak, turning to-
ward Baynes, who had scirce yet real-
fzed whether he was faclng a friend
or foe, "“Take her to the palisade, fol-
lowlng the rear of the tents, Here ig
wall and make your escape.”

“But you, Korak?" eried Meriem,

1 will remain,” replied the ape man,
“I bave business with the shelk"

(TO BE CONTINUETL.)
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every American clgar store 13 a long
rope lighted and placed outside of the
tobacco ghop. It Is made of cheap
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twisted roughly into shape and held
together by strings of twine. The {m-
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