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Suppose that you, aroused tonight by the stealthy presence of a
masked prowler in your bedroom, covered him with your pistol just as
he was about to plunge a long knife between your ribs—and discov-

ered he was an old friend.

Would you turn him over to the police

and prosecute him, or would you assume he was crary and have him
sent to an asylum? Perhaps you will find an answer to such a prob-

lem In this instaliment.

Previous installments told how MHugh Whitaker, thinking he was
about to die, married an innocent girl to save her honor, and left
the country immediately. Five yeare later he returned to New York,

healthy and wealthy, and found

the wife, now a famous actress

known as Sara Law, engaged to marry Drummond, his old friend. She

disappeared.
ous lovers had done.

recuperating at the country home of his friend,

Drummond supposedly committed suicide, as her previ-
Whitaker was assaulted in the dark, and while

Martin Ember,

discovered spies, fought them, and was helped by a charming and

mysterious young lady llving nearby.

CHAPTER XI|—Continued.
—13—

Ember pushed back his chalr and,
rising, strolled to the door, “Moonrise
and a fine, clear night," he sald, star-
Ing through the wire mesh of the
gereen. “Wish you were well enough
to go riding with me. However, you
won't be lald up long, I fancy. And
Tl be back day after tomorrow. Now
I must cut along."”

And within ten minutes Whitaker
heard the motor car rumble off on the
woodland road. He wasn't altogether
sorry to be left to his own soclety, but
in spite of his half-hearted perturba-
tlon and dissatisfaction, the weariness
of a long, full day was s0 heavy upon
him that he went to sleep almost be-
fore Sum Fat had finished making him
comfortable,

Extinguishing the candle, the China-
man, moving with the sllent assurance
of a cat In the durk, closed and latched
the shutters, then sat down Jjust out-
glde the living-room door, to wait and
watch, sleeplessly alert.

An hour passed In silence, and an-
other, and yet another., Sum Fat sat
moveless in the shadow, which blended
so perfectly with his dark blue silk
garments a8 to render him almost in-
distinguishable—a figure as patient
and imperturbable as any bland, stout,
graven god of his religion. But In time
there fell upon his ears another sound,
to which he stirred, If lmperceptibly—
drawing himself together, tensing and
flexing his tired muscles while his eyes
shifted quickly from one quarter to
another of the darkened living room
and the still more dark bedchamber,

And yet apparently all that had
roused him was the drowsy whistle of
a whippoorwill.

Then, with no other presage, a
shadow flitted past one of the slde win-
dows, and in another reappeared more
substantially on the veranda. Sum
Fat grew altogether tense, his gaze
fixed and exclusively focused upon
that apparition.

Cautiously, noiselessly, edging inch
by inch across the verands, the man
approached the door, It was open. A
full, long minute elapsed. Even Sum
Fat held his breath throughout that
interminable reconnalgsance,

At length, reassured, the man slipped
Into the room. Another minute: no
sound detectiable more untoward than
that of steady respiration in the bed-
room; with a4 movement as swift and
glnister as the swoop of a vulture, the
man sprang toward the bedroom door,

Leaping (rom a sitting position, with
8 bound that was little less than a
flight through the air, the Chinaman
caught him halfway. There followed
a shriek, n heavy fall that shook the
bungnlow, the report of a revolver,
sounds of scuffling . . .

Whitaker, half dazed, found himself
gtanding In the doorway, regardless of
his injury,

He saw, a8 one who dreams and yet
{8 consclous that he does but dream,
Ember lighting candles—calmly apply-
Ing the flume of a taper to one after
another as he made a round of the
geonces, Sum Pat was kneellng on all
fours, above something that breathed
heavily and struggled without avall

Whitaker's sleep-numbed faculties
cleared.

“Ember!" he eried. “What In the
name of all things strange—"

Ember threw him a flickering smile.
“0Oh, there you are?” he sald cheer-
fully. “I've got something Interesting
to show you. Sum TFat"—he stooped
and picked up a revolver—'"you may
let him up now, if you think he's safe."

“gafe enough.” Sum Fat rose, grin-
ning. “Had plenty."”

He mounted guard beslde the door.

For an instant his captive seemed
reluctant to rise. Ember moved to his
slde and etood over him, balancing the
revolver In his palm.

“Come,” he sald Ilmpatiently.
with youl"

The man sat up a8 if galvanized by
fear, got more slowly to his knees,
then, grasping the edge of the table,
dragged himself laboriously to a stand-
ing posltion.

| Whitaker's jaw dropped and his eyes
Iwidened with wonder nnd pity. He
‘mouldu't deny the man, yet he found It

“Up

hard to belleve that this quivering,
shaken creature, with hls lean and
pasty face and desperate, glaring eyes,
this man in rough, stained, soiled and
shapeless garments, could be identleal
with the well-set-up, prosperous and
confidlent man of affairs he remem-
bered as Drummond. And yet they
were one, Appulllng to contemplate
the swift, devastating course of moral
degeneration, that had spread like gan-
grene through all the man's physical
and meatal fiber . .

“Take a good look,” Ember advised

grimly. “How about that pet myth
thing now? What price the astute
slenth—eh? Perhaps vou'd like to

take A few more funny cracks at my
simple faith In hallocinations.

“I had a notlon he'd be hanging
around,” Ember went on; “I thought 1
saw somebody hiding in the woods this
afternoon ; and then I wus sure 1 saw
him skulking round the edges of the
Clearing after dinner., So I set Sum
Fat to watch, drove back to the village
to mislead him, left my car there and
walked back. And sure enough—!"

Without comment, Whitaker, unable
to stand any longer without discom-
fort, hobbled to o chair and sat down.

“Well?" Drummond demanded harsh-
ly in a quavering snarl. “Now that
you've got me, what're you golng to
do with me?"

There was a high, hysterical accent
in his volce that struck unpleasantly
on Ember's ear, He cocked his head
to one slde, studying the man intently.

Drummond flung himself a step
awny from the table, paused, and again
fuced his eaptors with bravado.

“Well?" he cried again. *“Well?”

Bmber nodded toward ‘Whitaker,
“Ask him,” he sald briefiy.

Whitaker shook his head. It was
difficult to tidnk how to deal with this
trapped animal, so wildly different
from the cultivated gentleman he al-
ways had in mind when he thought of
Drummond. The futility of attempting
to deal with him according to any code
recognized by men of honor was
wretchedly apparent.

“Drummond,” he said slowly, “I wish
to God you hadn't done this thing."

Drummond lasughed discordantly.
“Keep your mealy-mouthed compassion
for yourself," he retorted, sneering.

Whitaker gave a gesture of despair,
“If you'd only been content to keep out
of the way . . . | If only you'd let
me alone—"

“Then you let Ssra Law slone, d'you
hear?"

The interruption was little short of
n shriek. Hmber motloned to Sum Fat,
who quletly drew nearer.

“T swear I don't know what to do or
say—"

“Then shut up—"

“Thut'll be about all,” Ember inter-
posed quietly, At a glance from him,
Sum I'at closed In swiftly and caught
und pinloned Drummond’'s arms from
behind.

A disgusting change took place In
Drummond. In an instant he was strug-
gling, screaming, slavering; his face
congested, eyes staring, features work-
Ing wlldly as he turned and twisted in
his efforts to free himself, Sum Fat
held him as he would have held an un-
ruly child. When a break in Drum-
mond's ravings came at length, together
with a gradual weakenlng of the man's
struggles, the detective turned to Whit-
aker,

“Sorry,” he sald. “I didn't dare take
any further chances, He'd have been
at your throat In another minute. It
Isn’t as If we had slmply an everyday
crook to deal with,” Ember went on,
approaching the man. “He's not to
be trusted or reasoned with, He's just
gshort of a raving morphomanlae, or I
miss my guess'"

With a quick movement he caught
Drummond’s left arm, pulled the sleeve
of his coat back to the elbow, unbut-
toned and turned back his cuff.
“Hmm—yes," he contlnued, bending
over to Inspect the exposed forearm, In
spite of Drummond's efforts to twist
away. “Deadly work of the busy little
peedle, Good Lord, he's fairly riddled
with punctures!”

“That explains . . " Whitaker

muttered, sicken -

Rheumatism Yjq

Yt explains a lot,” Bmber readjust
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“Right,” Whitaker agreed, relleved.
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“By all means."

“Good.” Ember glanced at his wateh,
“I'l hmve to burey along now—must
be In town not later than nlne o'clock
this morning, I'll twke him with me.
No, don’t worry—1I can handle him eas:
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Witnin ten minutes he was off on his
lonely tramp through two mlles of
woodland and as many more of little-
traveled country, at dead of night, with
n muadman {n handeuffs for sole com-
pany.
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Offshore.
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quick cure”

Sum Fat tenderly adjusted the can-
vas brace, and then with Infinite care | it all in ten months,
inserted the foot In a high-cut canvas
tennis shoe,

He stood up, beaming with benevo-
lent Interest, “You tuke It easy one
day or two—no wilk much—just loaf—

| of shoes, and is well provided for”
no go see pretty ladies—"
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necessary, 48 so many seem to think,

to have a stiff, crenmy lather In order
| to dissolve the dirt that s filling up
the pores of the skin. On the contrary,
very little gopp—pure souap—Is re-
quired to break up the dirt and per-
mit the water to remove It from the
pores 5o that the glands may perform
thelr normal duty,

The pores ure the openings on the
surfuace of the skin of the swent glands
und must be kept elear and freo from
elther dirt, soap or asny matier that
would tend to Interfere with thelr ane- |
tlon in the elimination of persplrution.
Imperfect actlon of the swent glnnds 1s

have to feed our army nnd navy, us
well neg ourselves on wlint w
| nt home,
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by worklug nn exien hour vueh duy?
That Iz the way In whiel we cun |..-7;|~_
the Qermans."

They cunnot fght on unless
they ure properly fod, Every full day's
|'.\'urk thnt you o helps to shorten the

Ing lengthons the war and lessens the

porfictly fotching campalign costume
and showed It to her.— Brooklyn Cig
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It Won Him.

in the trenchos nrel
under fire every hour of the day and

Won Her Over.
First Suffraget—So you succeede
in convineing Mrn. Flekle?
Socond Suffragel—Yes; | dolgneds

Francos—I'm afrald you don't Uk
my gume of hridge,

Francls—I am bound to lke snp
(thing that costs mo ag much oy hat=
| .

Spriug drops In now and then (o see

Lir the éountry ls ns green as its palak

a source of disease, virlous mntters :I Atlanta Constitution.
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hours. “The Germans, with thelr colossnl nsperiting e 18 true in most cases, Then ke ¥

He resumed his chalr on the veranda | MItAry preparedness, fuiled miserabiy
and sighed. It was Iate afternoon, and | at one point. They hud soldiers and
he was lonely. He inclined to sulks, | KuUns galore, hut they were short of fut,
The trouble with him was (he began | S1¥8 Milo Hastings in Physical Culture

than 4 fool friend who iy ilwnyy
remindlug you of your faults 1'.

S| fnee fulr and young with Outlcrt
o| Sonp and touches of Cuticors 0k

to renlize) that he had lived too long
a hermit. For slx yours he had been
prictleally isolated and eut off from
the better half of existence ; femininity
had formed no factor In his cosmos,

granted a flash of insight into the true
significance of companlonship between
a man and a woman who had some-
thing In common aside from commu.
nity In their generation. Not two houra
gltogether of such Intercourse had
been his, but It had been enough to in-

but irking discontent.

He had lashed himself Into a very re-
spectable transport of resentful rage
when, chancing to 1ift his eyes from
thelr absorbed study of the planks
composing the veranda floor, he dis.
covered a motor boat at the landing
stage, At once n smile of chlldlike
serenity dlsplaced the scowl

The woman made the little vessel
fast and, turning, came swinging up
the gentle slope to the veranda, ease
and strength und Joy of living inherent
In every flowing movement,

No Imaginable conslderation, how.
ever selfish, could have kept Whitnere
any longer in his chalr,

What do you think was Drum.

But now, of a sudden, he had been|

fuse all his consciousness with a vague |
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Germans hoth Industrially and dietetl
eally suffered acutely from fat priva-
tlon.

*Thelr lnboratory food selentists had
told the military authorlties that enr-
hohydrates were dictetic equivalents of
fut, Through the means of most paln-
ful experience the Germans found out
the selentists had been mistnken, nnd
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“She's gone."-— Lonlsyille Courle®
Journal,
_To restors a normal action t0 Liver,
Kidneys, Stomach and Bowels

Garfiold Tea, the maild herb laxatlié
All druggists.—Adv.

A BAD WRECK—of the constitulé!
may follow in the track of a disort"
el system, due to impure blood of A
active liver, Don't run the risk! Dot
tor Plerce’'s Golden Medical Digcotity
cured all digorders and alfections ’
Lo impure blood or inactive liver
zerms of disease gireulate throush
blood: the liver s the filter which i
mits the germs to enter or not.
liver active, and the blood pure, W
You tscape disease, ¢
When you're debilitated, and 3

welght balow a healthy standard, 50

mond's purpose In killing Whit-
aker? la there any connection
between Miss Fiske and Drums

mond?

-]
o
o
o
a
o
(=}
: elements are exeellent human foods,

Southern states yields thirty bushels o | form,
[ the nere—one-third of the product be
ing oll and another third protein. Both 20,000 South

Nearly 20,000

Africans |n War,

feon, ham op 1npq In nny

rance and

regain healfh and strength, by U
the “Discovery.” It builds up the bod,
Sold in Tablet or Liquid form il
your dealer does not have it, send ¥
cts. for the Tablets, Dr. V. M. Plert

and it is only a question of learning | ean Gabiveg lnu'p"[r“MI South Afy.|Buffalo, N. V.
how to work them up into a palatable | service behind the l;;:: l:rl'-‘;rulh-rl for|. Dr. Plerce’s Pleasant Pellets re:;.-:I _

late and invigorate stomach, liver

HOWElg S UrAr-coaled [




