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WIDESPREAD WAR ON
NATIVE FARM WEEDS

Survey Set on Foot by Depart-
ment of Agrigulture.

New Varicties Censtantly ®Arriving In |

Foreign Seed and Through Other
Sources—Entire Farms Aban.
doned to Pests.

- ——

(Prepared by the United States Depart- |
ment of Agriculture.)

The United States Department of
Axt ttur has set on fout what'ls
inte ¢ to be the most comprehen-
slve weed survey ever undertuken, Up |

mparutlvely little s known
farm They are
clpssified in botanies and herbariums,
but tiw re no definite data in re-
gurd to their spread; the prevalence
particulur weed in any local-

amount of annual damage;
old

wieeds,
e n

of a:

Iy ; the
wewrds, increase of
methods of eradication.

specles; |

or locul

To supply the need for such data

3 the section of weed Investigations has
S AR A fws | sent n questionnaire to all the more
than 2,000 county ngents of the de- |
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Col. J, Mayhew Walnwright of New

York, who will be assistaut secretary
of war. He Is 1 New York .\.-nllumlll
Guard officer and during the war |
servedl a8 Inspector genernl on the

| staff of Major General O'Ryan of the
| Twenty-seventh division.
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partinent, This questionnaire asks the

cames of five worst weeds In each
county, In order of their importance;
the methods, if any, used by farmers
to nbat these weeds:; and what '
weed problems are especlally serious
In any particular county.
Comparatively few nntive American
weslds have glven farmers serlous
tre but new varieties are con-
stant!ly arriving In foreign seed and
through other svurces. Some of these
have e such pests that entire
furms have been abandoned to them,
A canvass of 200 representative east- |
ern farwers showed that an avernge |
of 22 days a yenr is spent at the busl-

eoson In trying to get rid of

Investigations by the bureau
of plant Industry over a number of
are taken to indieate that cul
tivation after the seedbed Is prepared

wee]

years

has no other use than to destroy
weeds, If this theory proves correct,
It will add more heavily still to the
unnunl expense chargeable to weeds,

It 1s the purpose of the department
to use the projected survey as a basls

of operntion In directing a widespread
war on the weeds now here, or the -
pertation of any mnew ones, and to
scek any loeal eradication metho®™

which may be worth general dissem-
Ination,

STRETCHER IS QUITE HANDY

Particularly Convenient in Repairing
Wire Fences and Is Easy to
Put Together.

For a common wire stretcher which
Is especially handy In repairing fence
take a piece of hardwood eut as
shown In the drawing. Then drive
small nails into the edge at the large

Stretcher for Repairs.

| end, and cut off the heads, filing them

to a point, This keeps the streteher

from slipping on the post while In
use. Then make a hook from a heavy
piece of strap iron as shown In the
drawing and bolt to the stick with

small bolts,
PRODUCTION OF GOATS' MILK
Result of Enp;r_.r:nts Conducted at

Government Experimental Farm
at Beitaville,

AMNk-goat exj®riments Iy
from native-and grade Tog
Saanen does with
bucks, begun In 1011, wer

last year by the United States Depart-
quent of Agriculture, the govern-
ment farm at Beltsville, M4 The
flock comprises 20 doez and 9 kids
of one-haif, thiree-fo bhs |even-
elghths, and fifleen-sixteenths blood.
The average k vield per doe
In 1TM9 was 3292 pounds, an Increase
of 242 pounds over yield of the
ten selected native which formed
the foundn 1 stock of the herd. The
highest milk yield for an individual
doe In one day is 88 pounds For
1919 the flock showed an average of

3.7 per cent hutterfat.

WORMS OF DIFFERENT KINDS

Fowls Affected Are Likely to Be -Ex.
tremely Thin in Cases of

Long Standing.

Some chickens have worms of vart
ous kinds, The Intestines should be
slit to And this out, Chickens having
worma are llkely to be unduly thin
and this loss of welght is extreme in

cases of long stan

GREEN FOOD INJURES FOWLS

Too Much Causes Gall Bladder to Be-
come Swollen and Even Burst—
Flesh |s Tinged.

In the case of chickens eating tn
moch green food the gall hiadder he
comes grently swollem, or may even
pur=t, and Itz contents lmpart a green

tinge to the flesh, or even to the skin
pear the gall bladder,
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SPRING 1S PROPER TIME TO PUT
HEN FLOCK ON PROFITABLE BASIS

(1) Standard-bred Plymouth Rock

(Prepared by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.)

Late In the winter or enrly in the
spring the poultry owner should select
und mate his best hens to use for re-
producing his flock, To do this he must
choose the season’'s breeding stock with
cnre.

Progress will be made most quickly
by selecting and using the best Ingdl-
vidunls In the flock as breeders rather
than by breeding the flock as a whole,
Standard-bred roosters of the right
type should be used with the selected
birds; the chickens then will be of a
much higher gquality than the birds of
last vear's flock.

Selecting Healthy Roosters,
The selection of a male should be In-

fluenced largely by the character of the |

females used. Any general weakness
in the hens should be offset, so far ns
possible, by strength In that particular
in the male,

Only by continnous selection for
health and vigor s it possible to bulld
up a flock that will produce fertlle

eggs, strong chicks capable of making
quick growth, and pullets with suf-
clent stamina to stand the strain of
heavy egg production.,

The appearance of a bird Is not al-
ways a sure Indication of its vigor, but
appearance and actlon taken together
are a falrly rellable gulde, say poultry
specialists of the United States e
partment of Agriculture. The comb,
face and wattles should be of a good
bright color, the eves bright and falrly
prominent, and the head breoad and
short, having a falrly short well-
curved back and showing no tendency
to be long, “snaky,” or “crowheaded.”

The bird should be alert and have a
strong, vigorous carriage; the legs set
well apart and strongly supporting the
body, with no indicatlon of weankness
or knock-knees, The bone in the
shank should be strong and not too
fine for the breed, with the toes
strong, stralght and not toe long.
Clean, smooth plumage is desirable, as
a lack of condition often accompanies

2) poor type
with knock-knees; (3) hen possessing good appearance; (4) poor type
and weak constitution,

rooster of good type;

solled, roughened plumage. Choose a
bird In good flesh, as a very thin bird
Is usually In poor health, Slck fowls,
or apparently recovered from
slckness, ought never to be used for
breeding,

In selecting stock for mating, the
purpose of the bhreeding must be kept
clearly In mind. . To produce table
fowls, select a breed that has a
standard type, or a body shape sult
able for carrying an abundance of
meat. This type has a bhroad, deep
body, good length of back and keel
und especially a broad breast well cov.
ered with meat.

To breed for eggs, choose hirds, as
far as possible, that are good pro
ducers or are the offspring of such
birds and that conform to the standard
requircments of the breed. The best
Iayers In the hens should have been
banded or marked In some way In the
fall, at which time their production ls
falrly well Indicated by their appear
ance. The earllest maturing pullets
should be banded when they start to
lay In the fall and early wlnter, as
these early waturing birds usually
make the hest producers and may be
used for brvillng this year If desired.

When to Mate the Birds.

Mating should be made at least two
weeks before begiuning to save the
eges for hatching. It is often desirable
to mate even further ahend, so that a
| few eggs cnn be incubated for five or
six days to see whether they are fer-
tile. If they are not fertlle, there Is
still time to change the male bird,

The breed of birds influences the size
of the matings. If the fowls are con
fined to a yard, it I8 osaally desirable
to run from 12 to 15 females of a small
breed with one male, while the femnles
of the heavier breeds, only elght to ten
are mated usunlly with male.
When the fowls have free range and
the male Is strong and vigorous, It s
often possible to obtain fertile eggs
with a much greater number of fe-
males to each male,

those

POINTS CONSIDERED
IN STANDARD-BREDS

Size, Shape and Color Are Out- |

standing Factors.

Uniformity of
fan Be Maintained in Every
Practica! Quality by Careful
Selection of Breeders.

Desirable

poultry, ns the
nsedl In Amerien,

Standard-bred
phrase s commonly
s poultry bred to ghe standards es-
tablishedd by the American Poultry
atlon. The principal points con-
sidered are size, shape and ecolor, say
poultry In the United
States Department of Agriculture,

LS TAT]
specinllsts

Qire and shape are breed charncter-
stics and largely determine practical
values of poultry. Many standard
hreeds are divided Into varleties dif-
fering In color, but ldentical In every
other respect. Color I= not a r\r!-
mary utllity polnt, but as a secondary
point often comes In for special con-
sideration. For example, a white va-
ety and a black varlety of the same
breed are actually ldentieal In table
juality, but because some black birds
o not dress for the market as clean
and lookinz as white ones, It
sften happens that they are not as
1 'ln‘\l,l‘

When a flock of fowls 1s kept for
22 [produection ly, uniformity In
olor 's much less Important than ap-
proximate nulformity In size and type,
¢t the more attractive appearance of
1 flock of birds of the same color fus

flea selection for color as far as It
an be followed without saerificing
»ny material polnt

When a poultry keeper grows his

wn stock year after year, he should
by all means use stock of 2 welles
ablished popular standary breed. By
foing so and by selecting as breeders

Excellence |

|-rt|I}' as many of the hest speclmens

of the flock ns are needed to produce
| the chickens reared each year there
Is maintained n highly desirable uals
formlty of excelience In every prae-
tleal quality and a pleasing uniform-

ity in color,

HOT WATER AIDS TREE SEEDS

Sprouting Can Be Hastened by Soak.
Ing in Water Heated Nearly to
Boiling Point.

Seed coats of cortain hardwood trees
which are almost Impermeable to wa-
| ter often eause delay in sprouting. Fall
sowing or the cold molst storage of the
| seed over winter gives a long perlod
| for absorbing molsture, say speclalists

Agriculture. The seed then usually
sprouts promptly the following spring
or summer. Sprouting sometimes s
hastened by sonking the seed for sev-
eral days In cold water. If stored dry
and Intended for sowing tn the spring,
the bony-conted seed of black locust,
honey locust and Kentucky coffee tree
should be placed In water heated near.
Iy to the holling point just bhefore
planting. After the seed has swollen
it shou!d be removed and sown at
once. The operation should be repeat-
od when the seed does not swell at the
first lmmersion

| MAKING PLANS FOR GARDENS

Well to Remermber That Quick-Grow-
Ing Salad Plants Will Net Thrive
in Poor Soils,
When laying off the garden It s well
to remember that lert
nipe, onlon

nee, radishes, tar-

cabbage and all of
the quick-growing salad plants will not
grow satisfactorfly anless planted In
rich soll. Quick growth la neces=ary to

a0 2 tough and unpa

table. Rut tomatoss, heans, sweet .
and pole and lima beans will grow we!l
on any falrly fertlle new sofl
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