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PREFACE

The Light In the Clearing shons upon
maty  thlhgs and  mostly  upon  those
whieh, abeve pll others, have biponsieped
wnid perpetunted the Hpleit of Aovwirids
upd whiloh, Jusl now, secis to me lo ie
worlhiy of sttention, 1 belleve thint spirit
to be (e viry catidle of the Lird which,
b Whhm ek e windy alght of time, s
Michered so that the souls of tha fulthiul
Lave bein divald, Mot Jet us be of good
ahwnr, It b shining beighter s 1 wriw
wnd, under tod, 1 boliave It shull, by and
by, be wean dnd loved of ol moy

One welf-contalond, Homeric fgure of
thin remote country-slde In whidh | was
born, bad the true Hpiebt of Degocruey
and alied s Dght nhrgad o the senite of
tha Unlied Biates and the capliol at Al
Lany, Ve carvied e Candle of the Lard
It led him o & belght of self-foreettul

noaw welleved by only twe othars- Wash: |

ington and Lincoln. Yot | have been sur
prined by the prafound and geperal lie
woranen of this generation regarding the
enrwer of Bilan Wright

The dstingulstied senator who Berved
at hin ehde for many years, Thomns 1
Betton of Misourl, has this to say of
Hilay Wright In his Thirty Years' View

“"Me rifumd enbinet appodnfimenis wun
Aer hin fant friend Van Buren and undor
Polk, whom he may be sald (0 Haye
elocted. He rofused n went on the bendh
of the Bupreme court of (he Unliod
Fiuten; he refected instantly the pomina.
o in W for vice preaident] be refused
o ba put In nemidnation for tha presl:
depcy. He mpent that time In deelindng
office whtch others did in winning it The
offices he did scoepl, It might wall b
wald, were thruet upon Wim. He wis borg
wiwat nnd above office and unwilllogly de
scended to 0"

fo mueh by way of preparing the reader
to moul the grest conimoner In (s
Pagea

Thera wete (hose  who  accumd My
Wright of belng o epollman, s only
wartant for which elaim would soem (0
bo hiw remark In & bettar: “When our
anemiee aocupn un of feeding our friends

Uil eI T, e Moty
fourme of reading In fie bhooks, newspn
pote whd paridicals, nolubly the Neorith
Amarioan Haview, (s United Blates Mag-
arine and Dvmocratie Heview, the New
York Mirror, the Knlokerhocker, the 8t
Lasrones  Ieputliean, Neston's Thirly
Yo' View, Banweroft's Life of Martin
Van Huren orles of Wright and his
tme by Hammond snd Jenkine, and to
{ ARy N
| wilahad commannr in the New York poube
| He Nvipsry and i) the possession of Mr,
| Bamuoel Wright of Weybridie, Vermont

To wny who may (hink that they dis.
| caver pottiaite In theae pagen 1 deslre (o
| wny thpt all the chiarsoters-anve only
| Witas Wright and Prasident Van Duren
| medd Darton Daynes—sre purely  Imagin-
| wry. Mowsever, thgre wern  Grimshaws
| and Pury iees and Hinkses and Aunt Deala
and Unule Peabodys s alimost every rus-
o melghiborhiood thowe dayw, and I regrel
| to mdd that Noving Kite wes on many
rodde. ‘he cuse of Apiis Orimshaw bear
o etriing resemimace to that of young
|!II"Huh| enncuted bong oo In Malobe,
| tog e parthoniues of which tase 1 am
| Witehited o my triend, Mr. B, L. Ives of

Potsdam
THE AUTHOR.
BOOK ONE

] i
Which 15 the Story of the Candle
and the Compass.

CHAPTER 1.

| The Melon Harvest

| Onee upon o Ume 1 owned a waler
mefon, 1wy once beentise 1 nover did
Uit ngnin. When 1 got through ownlng
that melon 1T pever wanted another,
| The time was 18315 I was n boy of
[weven nndl the melon wan the first of
|all my harvosts,

I I dido't know much about tyself
Uhiihe duys except the fuet that my

tlit bettors of the distine |

twtead of thom never kel them lo tn tsll-
Ing the story.™

He waa, In fact, & human being, through
and through, but so upright that they
used 1o way of hind Mhat he was “na hon
o6l W w0y man under heaven or |n 1LY

For my keowledige of the coler and
wpirtt of the time 1 am Indebied to n long

neme wos Bort Baynes aod, further,
that 1 was an orphiun who owned n
walermolon and a Hitle spotted hen
it Hived on Rattlerond 1n n nelghbor:
| hood entled Lickitysplit. T Hved with
my Aunt Deel and my Unele Peabinly
| Hiynes on u furm, They were hrother
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[nlln] sintor—he nhout thirty-olght and
| whio o little beyond the fardistunt goal
uf forty.

My futher wnd molber died In 8
| eaurge of diphtheria iat swept the
| nelghborhood when 1 waw a boy of
| Hve.

A few doys after 1 arrived In the
|tmmr of my sunt and unele 1 xiyly ene
tored the prirfor and ellinbied the what-
not to examine some white fowsrs G
its top shelf and Upped the whole
thing over, sciittering Ith burden of
Mlmn, wix fowers  and  senshiclls
{on the foor. My aunt eame funplng
| on her Uptoes aud exelabmed ; “Merey |
| Come right out o here this minute—

you pent " .

: I took some ruther long steps golng
| out, which were due to the fuet that
| Aunt Desl had bold of my hand, While
|1 ant weeplng whe went back Into the
parior nnd bogan to plek up things,

"My wronth! sy wreath (" | heard
| her monnlng,

How well [ remember that Ntk as
semblnge of Nower ghosts In wax !
They hod no more right to assochite
with hwmnn bedngs than the ghonts of
ible,  Unele Peabody used (o cull
wm the “Minervy Oowern” becuuse
|6 were o present frow bls Aunt

(Minersn, When Aunt Degl returned
110 the Kitchen whern T sal=—a soreov-
mg Wttle refuger huoched upin 8 oo
| el suld: "Il hove to tell your
Unele Popbody—uoyes 1"

SO please don't tell my Uncle Pege
pody " T wallied,

“Ayer! Tl have “to tell him™ she
| anwweered firmly.,

For the first tme T looked for bl
with dread ut the window amd when
he enme 1 K In s closet and Ledrd
that soletnn und penetenting nole In
e yoloe as whe wald:

"1 goems you'll hive to tuke that boy
awnyLuyes "

“What now ¥ he awked,

“My stars! he snedked Into the pars
lor snd tpped over the whatnel nnd
smuhod thut beantiful was weenth ™
| “Terumlem  four-corners!® he  ex-
eilmed.  “TH bave to—"

e stopped nx e wos wont! to do oy
the threhold of wrong oplolons tod
mutentois resolutlons,

The rest of the conyersation was
drowned In my own eries and Uncle
Peabody came wnd UMed me tenderly
andl enrtled e wpstales,

He sat down with me on his lap and
hushed my crles.  Then he sald very
gently :

*Now, Bub, you and me have gol to
be careful. Whit-nots snd albuus
and wux flowers umd halecloth sofys
are the most dang'rous eritters In Sk
Lawrence county, Thes're purty suve
age. Keep your eye pecled. You con't
| toll what mivute they'll Jump on ye.
| More hoya hove Decn drogged awny
| and tore to ploces by ‘em than by all
the boars and panthiers In the woods,
| Keep out o' that old parlor, Ye might
ns well go fnto a coge o wolyes, How

be 1 goln' to muke ye remember U
“1 dou't know,” 1 whimpered ond be
gun o ery out In fearful untielpation,
| He set me In o chalr, ploked up ong
[ of his old enrpet-slippers and began to
thump (he bed with It

He belubored

He Belabored the Bed With Tremen.
dous Vigor, Exclaiming “You Dread-
b ful Childi™

| the bed with tremendous vigor, Mein-
while he looked ot me and exclnimed :
"You dreadful chllal™
1 knew that my slos were fesponsi-
ble for this violenee. 18 frightencd me
nnil my cries loereased.

The door at the bottom of the stales
opened suddenly.

Aunt Deel called :

“Don't lose your temper, Peabiody, T

W
Read your own Herald *i”

| thiok you've gone fur novgh—nyes!™
Uucle Penbody stopped ond blew as
1 B were wery tred ad thon T eaught
a Jook In his Cnce thal reassured me.
He called back to her: 1 wouldn't
‘0’ cared so much I 1t badn't W' been

e whintnot und them Minervy flow-
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crs, When o boy tijs over o what-not
lie's goln' It purty strong."

HWell, don't Lie too severe, You'l
better come now and git me & poll o'
witer—ayes, 1 think ye bod"

Unele Pénbody did a lot of sieelng
and eoughlng with his big red hand-
kerchief over his face and 1 was opt
| old enough then to undersinnd 1t He
Kissed we nnd took my liltle hood In
his big hard one and led me down the
stalrd,

1 drenmed that night that a long-lege
god what-not, with o wax wrenth in fts
hands, chised me around the house

in bhod agiin.

lepig tie 1 thought that the
wiy it putléhed o boy wihs by
Ahttmgrdng bis bod, 1 kneew thal wiomen
tindd n different and leps maticdnctory
method, for 1 remembered that  my
| pgethuir busd wpunkod e nnd Aunl Dreed
hud u wuy of giving my luods wod

Yur o

| esd o Vit of walermaton thump with
b sl e Dnger of hee eight band wod

with o curlous bk o ler eyesn. Unele
| Peiliody oved to call Tt a g lus

lll'u_lk," Alitt always be whacked the
Ibedd with his wlipper. There were #xe
| eopthons, hawever, and, by and by, 1
ety ktow In ench cuse the desth
gation of the slipper, for if L hed doue
anything which really aficted my oo
Kelenee Uint virlp of leather wedisd
know the truih, aod found Is way to
my prron,

Aunt Doel tolled Incessantly,  Bhe
warhd wud serubibod wnd pollghed and
dusted ond coned nnd kall frow mosrs
Ing votll pight.  ®he Hved In mortn!
four 1Ll compony wolld come and
find Yior unproputid=-Almia Jopes or
Juber Lincoin and Lis wile, or Ben and

Mary Numnhicies, or *Mr. anf Mr
Horoes Dunbollirg® These were the
people of whom she falkéd when the
pelghiliers enme o nod when she wan
w0t tu/blg of thee Bagueaes, § observed |
that whe wiwars sakd “Mr, ond Mrs
Horaee Dankelborg.®

convorsationgl ornaments of our home,
®An Mr Homes Diokelberg says,” or,
*un 1 sl to Mr, Hornee Dunkelberg,” |
were phimmses caleulated (o rst:ilnlnh|
our doclal stending. T supposed that |
the world wis poopled by Joneses, Lio- |
eolne, Humpbrics wnd  Dunkelbergs, |
but moutly by Dunkelbirigy, These luts
ler e
Cantan shluge,

I know, now, how dearly Aunt Deol
loved her brothor and e, [ nogst have
boot u geeat wrdil to (it woman of
lerty nosal to e prihiks of chil-
dren wned the ender offices of 8 mothe
er,  Notumily 1 l\.'u--l from her to
my Unocle Peabody an o refuge and a
help 10t of trouble, witl licreasiog
fontn e hnd ‘oo kojtting or sew-
Ing Lo do and when Unele Pouliuly wut
In the house e gove all hig time to
te ol we weathered many & slorm
together we we sul slleitly In his fa-
yorite corner, of an evening, when 1
nlwoys wenl to sleep o hin arms,

I s seven years old when Uncle
Peaboddy guve me  the wutermwelon
seels, T put ooe of the ln my mouth |
uud bIE L

"I nppenrs to me there's nn awful
drnft Llowlo' down your throat,” suid
Uncle Peabody, *You win't no busis
ness eatin' o melon seod”

"Whe ¥ was my quers.

ke 10 wel made to put In the
ground, Dhde't you kuow It was olive?”
YAlUve!™ 1 exclalmed,

Al

kald bo. 111 show ye" |

He put o nwober of the seeds in |
the ground sud covered them, und
sald that part of the gurden slould
be mine, 1 wotched It dvery day and
by and by two viees come up  One
slckemoed wnd dled Ju dey wentber, Une
cle Peabotdy suld that 1 must waler
he other every duy. 1 did It falih-
fully and the vine throve,

It wos burd, work, 1 thought, to go
town Into the garden, night aud worg- |
Ig, with my e paid fall of water,
bt unele sald thot 1 should getyny
pny When the meion was eipe, 1 had
g0 to keep the woodbox full nnd
o] the chickens, They were odious
fanks, Whin I asked Aunt Deel what
| should get for dolng them she an- |
wwered qulckly

“Nospanks and bread and butter— |
ayos!" ‘

Whan I asked what were “nospanks” |
ihe told me thal they were part of
the wages of n good chill, _ I wnos
hotter puld for my core of the water-
melon vine, for 8 prowth wias mea-
stred with a string vvery dny and kept |
me interestod, Uoe morning 1 found
five blossoms on It T pleked one and
cnrrled It o Aunt Deol,  Another I
destroyed In the tragedy of cotehing

—

rich prople who lved In | -

viir lovemten for A
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YOU ENOW that indigestion can be cured,
4 . permanently cured, so that you can eat any
k' ~<! of food that you crave? It has been done

pot only once, but in almost every case when Cham-
berlain’s Tablets are used. - An instance:
Pominv, ‘¢, Stillwater, Minn., who had spent oves
$2,000 2 for medicine and treatment was perma-
nently < led by these tablets,
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1919 is going to be a year of Opportunities.
centrated attention and concerted effort upon the part
of every person and institution in and around Mon-
mouth on Development will do much to further our
farming, widen our markets and better our business,
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