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“When do yoli expect to go back to
grdo Oity 7 Malemute Kid asked sim-

y.

‘Haven't thought much about I*
ha replied. “Don't think tll after the
Ite breaka*

“And Madeliner

He Nushed at the quesilon, and
there wan & quick droop to his eyes,
Malemute Kid could have denpised
him for that, had he known men less

“1 gueas she's all right” the Circle
City king answerod bastily, and In an
spologetic manber, *“Tom Dizon' got
charge of my Intereats, you know, apd
he sees to It that she has everything
she wania" '

Malemute Kid lald band upon his
arm, and hushed him suddenly. They
had stepped without. Overtiead, the
aurora, & gorgeous wanton, flannted
miracles of color: bensalh lay (he
sleeping town. Far below, a solitary
dog gave tongue, The king agalo be
gan to apeak, but the Kid pressed bls
hand for sllence. The sound mull)
plled.  Dog after dog took up the
atraln HI1 the fyll-throated chorus
swayed the night.

Cal Oalbraith shivered alightly aa
It died away In half-caught sobe. The
KId read his (houghts openly, and wan:
dered back with him through all the
wenry days of famine and disense;
and with hie waf also the patieot
Mndellue, sharing biv palon snd perils
pever doubling, never complnining
His mind's reting vibrated to a8 score
of pletures, stern, clearcul and b
hand of the past drew bock with
heavy Bngers on bin heart 1t was
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A Metamorphosis of the Gold
Country of the Far North

|

serve card and win the game; but the
leason was too mild e yot, and be iet
It puss, The vext Instant they bad
gripped banda, and the king's beaded
moccaslon wers drawing protests from
the ovtraged snow as be crunched
down the hilL

Madeline In collapse wan another
woman o the mischievous cresfure
of atf hour before, whose laughter had
been w0 Infertious and whose belght
ened eclor and Aashing eyes had made
her teachers for the whila forgel
Weak and perveless, she sat In Lhe
chalr Just an ahe had been dropped
there by Prince snd Barrington,
Malemute Kid frowned. This would
never do. When the time of meeting
ber husband came to band, she must
earry things off with high-handed Im
perfousness, [l was very necessary
she should do It after the manner of
white women, else the vivtory would
be no victery at all. Bo be talked to
her, sternly, without mincing of words,
sod (oitinted ber Into the weaknesses

consplrators were more often banish-
ed the premises than nol

of his own sex, t1ll she came lo up

derstand whal slmpletons men were

after oll, and why the word of thelr
women was law,

A tew days befors Thankagiving

olght, Malemute Kid wade soother
call on Mra, Epplogwaell. Bhe prompt-
Iy overhauled ber feminine fripperies,
pald a protracted vizit o the dry
goods department of the P. O com-
pany, and returoed with the Kid to
make Madeline's acqualatance. After
that eame a period such as the cabin

had never seen before, and what with

cutting, and Miting, and basting, and

stitehing, and aumerous other wonder
ful and unknowable things, the male

e —

ihe payehologieal moment.  Malemute
i was half tempted (o play bie re

—
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times the opera house opened Its dou-
bie storm doors to them. Bo often
did they put their heads together, and
%0 deeply did they driok to curlovs
toasts, that the loungers scented un-
known creekn of Incalculable richoess,
#nd 1t Is known that severa! che-cha-
quas and at least one old Umer kept
thefr stampeding packs stored behind
the bar, ready to hit the (rall st &
mompent's notice.

Mra, Epplogwell was & woman of
rapacity; o, when she turoed Made
line over (o her traloers on Thanks
tiving night she was so tranaformed
that they were almost afrald of her,
'rince wrapped a Hudson Bay blanket
about her with & mock reverence more
real than feigned, while Mulemute Kid
whose arm she had taken, found It &
severe trial (o resume his wonted men-
torship, Harrington, with the list of
purchase stlll runnlng through his
head, dragged along o the rear, nor
opened his mouth once all the way
down Into the town. When they came
to the bazk door of the opera house
they took the blanket from Mudeline's
shoulders and spread It on the snhow,
slipping out of Prince’s moccasins, she
stepped upon 1t in new satin alippers.
The masquernde was sl Its helght
She hegitated, but they Jerked open
the door and shoved her In. Thea
they ran around to come In hy the
front entrance.

L] . . [ ] . . .
“Where s Freda?" the old timers
questioned, while the che-cha-quas
wers equally energetic In asking who
Freda was. The ballroom bursed
with her name, It was on everyhody's
lipa. Grizzled “sour-dough boys," day
Inborers st the mines but proud of
their degres, elther patronized the
wruce-looklng tenderfeet and lled
ologuently, the “sour-dough boys" be-
Ing specially created to toy with truth,
or gave them savage looks of Indigna-
tlon becanse of thelr Igoorance. Per
baps forty kings of the Upper and
Lower countries were on the foor,
each deeming himeelf hot on the trall
and sturdily backing bl Judgment
with the yellow dust of the realm. An
annistant wag sent to the man at the
scales, upon whom had fallen the bur
den of welghling up the sacks, while
several of the gamblers, with the rules
of chance at thelr foger ends, made
up alluring books on the fleld and fa-
vorites.

Which was Freda? Time and agaln
the Greek dancer was thought to have
been discovered, but each discovery
brought panie to the betting ring and
 frantle registering of new wagers by
those who wished to hedge, Male
mute Kid took &n Interest In the hunt,
bis advent belog halled uprearlously
by the revelers, who knew him to a
man. The K14 had a good eye for the
trick of a step, and ear for the lit
of & voice, and private cholce was a
marvelous creature who scintilliated
a8 the “Aurora Borealis" But the
Greek dancer was too subtle for even
his penetration, The majority of the
gold hunters seemed Lo have cenlereds
thelr verdiet on the “Russlan Prin
cesn,” who was the most graceful In
the room, and hence could be no oth.
er than Freda Moloof,

During & quadrille a roar of satls
faction went up. Bhe wah discovered.
At previous balls, In the figure “all
hands round,” Freda had displayed sn
Inlmitable atep and varlation pecullar
Iy her own. As the figure was called,
the ‘“Russian Princess™ gave the
unlque thythm to Umb and body. A
chorus of [I-told-you-so's shook the
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squared roof beams, when lol It was
noticed that the “Aurors Borealls”
and another mask, the “Spirit of the
Pole," ware performing the same trick
equally well, And when two twip
“Sun Doge" and n “Frost Queen" fol-
lowed wult, a second asslstant was dis-
patched to the ald of the man at the|
acales. |
Beltles came off trall In the midst
of the excitement, descendiog vpon
them lo a burrieane of frost. His
rimmed brows turned to cataracls as
he whirled mbout; his mustache, still
frozen, seemed gemmed with dlamonds
turned the light In varicolored

{ while the fiying feet allpped o0

g8

g

chunks 6f ce which rattled from

The King Falt Bafed, Defeated.
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Herritglon extended his arm to
lead her away. o evinced not the
slightest distoclloation toward show.
Ing his back, bot Malemute Kid had
by this time edged in closer. The Clr
cle City king was stunned. Twice his
hand Aropped to his belt, and twice
the Kid gathered himself to spring;
but the retresting couple passed safe
Iy through (he  supper-toomn door,
where canned oysters were spread at
five doliars the plate.  The crowd
sighed audibly, broke up fnto conples,
and followed them, Freda pouted
und went In with Oal Galbraith; but
she had n good beart and & wure!
tongue, and she spolled bis oysters for
Win, What she s=ald s of no Impor
tance, hut bis face went red and white,

The supper room was Olled with a
pandemoniam of volces, which cenned
wuddenly as Cul Galbraith stepped
over (o his wife's table Since the
unmasking, considerable welghts of
dust had been placed as to the oul-
come. Everybody watched with
breathless interest. Harrington's blue
eyes were atendy, but under the over
hunging tabiecloth the latest In wix.
guns balanced on bis knees. Madeline
Tooked up, casually, with lttle lnterest,

“Moy—Mny | have (he pext round
dunce with you?" the king stuttered,

The wife of the king glanced st her
eard and (nclined her bead

his moccasine spd Beolch socks A
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| “Indies in the center”
| around the clrcle performing wost re

affair, the men of the ereeks and tralls
baving lost whatever fastidiousness
they may bave at one Hme possessed ;
and only in the bigh otficlal circles are
conventions ol wll obwerved  Here
custe corried oo signifeance.  Milllon
alres and paupers, dog drivers and
mounted pollcemen, Jolned hunds with
and  awepl

markable capers.
In his quest for the Greek darcer.

Around the

Dont let a smooth tongued
stranger persuade you that there
is any kind of printing the Her-
ald Print Shop can not do.

love

Cal Gulbralth managed to get into (he
snme set with the “Russian Princess” Monm? uth Grlnge 476 ﬂf woman Iﬂd
towsrd whom popular suspicion had Meets the Second Seturdsy in Each h“ d Of
turned, Hot by the time be hiad gold Mounth at 10:30 A. M. of country,
od her through one dance, he was will- | Public Program st 2:30 p. m. to which the simple affections
ing not only to stake hiy miltions that | visitors are welcome. and of fine ideals.
she was nol Freds, bot thet he had P. 0. PowgLL, Master. The b°’ has your
had hls arm about ber walsl before Miss MAGGIE BUTLER 1
When or where be could not tell, but - ‘Hnﬂ ‘;ei'? the 'l':'-
the pumling sense of famillarity so
wrought upon him that he turned his DR‘ F- R BOWERSOX P:ﬁl:m:ﬂe
attention to the discovery of ber Iden- PHYS’C’AN 8 SURGEOI\ . -
tity. Malemute Eid might bave ald m.d toa W
ed bim Instead of occssionslly takiog | *  PHONE NOS. event. By loyalty and
the “Princesa™ for a few turns and devotion 3 H
talking earnestly to her In low tones. OFFICE 5 Ll h’ s
But It was Jack Harrington who patd HOUSE . 1502 EI of happimess and
the “Russiun Princess” the most ss meed of love.
siduous court.  Once he drew Cal
Galbralth aside and hazarded, wild
guesses a8 (0 who she was. and exr- L' C' PRICE‘I M' D‘ olr New serill!
plaloed Lo hlm that he was golng In i
to win. This rankled the Clrcle City Office and residence BC smtolﬂdlﬂ
king, and be forgot both Madéline and Kurre Apartments
Freda 1o the new quest -

It was soon nolsed about that the | Phone 1903 sSsssasiassssaanassas

“Russian Princess” was notl Freda Mo
Ioof, Interest deepened, Here was &
fresh enlgma, They konew Freda
though they could ool Ood her, but
here was somebody they had found
and did not know. Evep the women
could not place her, and they knew ev-
ery good duocer o the camp, Many
took her for one of the ofcial clique,
indulging 1o & slily escopade, Not s
few usserted she would disappear be-
fore the unmasking. Others were
equally positive that she was the wom-
an reporter of the Kansas City “Sun,"
come to write them up at nlnety dol-
lurs per column. And the men at the
scnles worked buslly,

At one o'clock every couple took to
the floor, The vhmasking began amid
nughter and delight, ke that of care
free children, There was no end of
oh's and ah's a8 mask after mask was
lifted. ‘The scintillating *Aurora Bor-
enlis" becume the brawny negress
whoge Income from washing the com:
munity's clothes ran at about five hun-
dred a month. The twin “Sun Dogs"
discovered mustaches on thelr upper
lips, and were recognized as brother
fraction kings of Eldorado. In ose of
the most prominent sets, and the slow-
est in uncovering, was Cal Galbralth
with the “Spirit of the Pole™ Oppo-
site hlm was Jack Harriogton and the
“Russian Princess” The rest had
dlscovered themselvas, yet the Greek
dancer was still missing. All eyes
were upon the group. Cal Galbralth,
In response to thelr cries, lifted hi¥
partoer's mask, Freda's wonderful
face and brilllant eyes flashed out up-
on them. A roar went up, to be hush-
¢d suddenly In the new and absorblng
mystery of the “Russian Pfincess.”
Her face was still hidden, and Jack
Harrington was struggling with ber.
The dancers tittered on the tiptoes of
expectancy. He crushed her dainty
costume roughly, and then—aund then
the revelers explodedl, The Joke was
on them. They had danced all night
with a tabooed native woman.

But those that knew, and they were
many, ceased abruptly, and a hush fell
upon the room: Cal Galbraith cross
ed over with grest strides, angrily,
and spoke to Madellne In polyglot
Chinook. But she retalned her com-
posure, apparently oblivious to the
fact that she was the eynosure of all
eyes, and answered him In English,
Bhe showed neither fright nor anger,
and Malemute Kid chuckled at her
well-bred equanimity, The king felt
bafed, defeated; his comwon Slwash
wife had passed beyond him,

“Come |" he sald fnally. “Come on
home.”

“I beg pardon,” she replied; 1 have
ngreed to go to supper with Mr, Har
rington. Besides, there's no end of
dances promised.” :
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