New Year’s at
the Front

By
Saidee Estelle Balcom

ELL, what have you
donw for your country
today

It waa the eve of
the new year and Dale
Webinter, halled by a
companion aoldler,
threw his  knapaack
within thelr teas just
behind the heavy ar-
tillery at the front “somewhere In
France" 5

“Oh, brought In a captive” whn his
caraloss reply. “Ran Into the skulker,
mareled him into camp and left him n
the juard bouse. Any lettors?*

“Nary a letter. They say the mall
packs here are four days overdue, but
they're rushing hollduy stuff to the
campa.”

Dule Webster sighed and his face
grew wistful, “I've hoen expecting one
lettor particularly, You'te my friend,
Hoy 1"

“After your carrying me on your
back half dead neross the worst part
of No Man's Lo, with-the Boches
plugging away for keeps, 1 guess so!”

“And you remember Winnle Trask T

“As & memory sweel and fragrant
a8 8 Neld of dulxlen!”

“Well, one night In a dugout I just
couldn't belp but write ber way back
home there what 1 ought to have sald
to her before we left. Three months,
and no word, I funcy I was too pre-
mmptuous, If 1 knew that Wionle was
earing for me, thinking of me, st home,
I'd never get lonesome, I'd Aght double
to got this mix-up over and back to
hor—bleas her "

“Don’t lose hope” encouraged Roy
Bartley. “Ope of the fellows just got
® Iotter written by his sweethenrt last
Beptember, 1t has been chasing him
all over the frootior. About your pris
oner—make you any trouble?”

“Not n bit of It,” declared Dale 1o &
wpirited way, “The bear—"

“The bear!" repented Roy In won-
derment,

*Oh, 1 forgot to tell you (hat my
ealch wus a bear” spoke Dale. *1
came across bim curled up In a pit, 8
performing bear, strayed from some
mountebank master in one of the bom
barded villages. SHoon as he maw me
be acted frightened und bumble, and
when 1 patted him uttered m Jolly
growl, turned a somersault and stood
ot his head”

“You don't mean It1"

“Come, Il show you.*

Dale led the way to the guardhouse.
Outslde of It was gathered a nolay

group, Half way up the flagpole was
A great shaggy monster who cleverly
roversed himself, alid to earth, turned
& dosen graceful somersaults and
walked around oo his hind feet.

“Oh, we'll put him on our vaude
ville program ns the one leading st
traction tomorrow I" voted & dozou ob-
servers, “What's the row " as cheer
ing echoed from the other end of the
encompment, From a dust-covered,
battered automoblls two men were
throwing off packages.

“Bolated mall" announced the
driver. "“Bection A. Throw off the
plunder, men, and you hungry fellows
grab and distribute”

Boxes, packages, ted-up bundles of
pewspapers and letters passed from
hand to hand. Roy Dartley was most
active In the work of sorting out the
beterogeneous mass,

“Bomething for you, Dale,” he called,
polalng a square box before hurling it
*1 say," Inspecting the marks on the
box," it's been up and down the wholo
battle lne "

“Sea It there lan't a letter,” directed

Dale, placing (he box beslde n fen,
and hin eyes were enger und hopeful.
Daoubitiens. the box held romembrutices
from some home group, but hix scul
wis hungry for someiling more prized,

“Nothlng for you" enlled out Moy,
ronnlng over the letters In bis hand,
“Hey I look out for your box 1"

Roy spoke Just In thme. Old Beyin,
unnotioed, had been suiMng ntrusdye
Iy ot thie box, Then he had pawed 11,
i chnwn pleroing the frall pusteboard,

must we not exclalm with Young,
“Rirange that o harp of thousand strings
Fhould kenp in tune po lyne!™

Is it to be woudered ut If, lke
Dwivid, wo too should put L guestion,
[ "What walt 1 for?  ‘I'he mystery of
belng here In not profounder (han (he
| mystery of taylog here. Lot us ask
Giodd the gquestion, The peaimist felt
B could ot Lroast his own colclusions,
and ®o he dwld, “Lord, what walt 1
| for?"

It may be you sre wulting to be
waved, God Ie not willlog that any

He Acted Frightened.
He mniffed ngaln, uttered s satisfied
grunt, and, selxing It In his powerful
Jaws, shook It

“Whoop! & frult cake!” yelled o
watchful soldler, and grasped It an it
rolled to the ground, “Hurrah !

Bome knltted socks and a dozen 1t-
tle packages tied up with ribbon fell
out of the shattered roceptacle. Dale
wttered o sharp gasp. Among them
was o letter, He snatched (t up nnd,
aflush and quivering, seereted it In hin
pocket quickly,

But not for long. When he had di-
vided the cnke among his Imporiunnte
comrades and gathered up the vuu
betlesa mementoea from home, be got
to ble tent speedily. He opened the
precious missive, his eyes rparkled, he
Kissed It fervently and his face falrly
shope. iy

What a wild, riotous, fun-producing
New Year's day! Old Broin did him-
self propd, und Dale never sang the
patriotic songs apportioned him on the
program so thritlingly,

“1 say," observed Roy quiesically as
the day waned, “you've acted llke some
wild schoolboy I

“Renson to!" erled Dale fervently,
and his heart beat faster ngalnst the
cherlhed misslve lying next to It—
the letter from Winole saylng: “1 have
alwayn loved you, mnd, though half
the world separates us, I love you now
more than ever!"
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By
REV. JAMES M. GRAY. D.D. ¢
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“ ND now, Lord, what walt
1 for?"—Pealm 80:7,

Another twelvemonth has

nlmost gone, and we ore

yet In the land of the llving. If we

must regard It a8 romarkable. Some

think death the strangest wonder of

human history, but ls not life siran
ger?  When we reflect upon our frame,
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hould perleh, but thet all  should
come 1p repetitunee and llve
“O Eplirilin, how enn 1 give thee up,
how shll T leave thee, Judsh?' Be
hold him weeplng over the Haly City,
SO Jervsntomn, how often would 1 have
gnthered thy children together, as &
hen gathereth her, brood under her
wings, und ye would oot ! He s so
pleading with some of you today, Te
&0 back uo fariher than the past year,
hae there been no sermon, o invitatlon
or warning, no supplleation or exhorta-
tlon, that has appealed to your intelll-
genee, or moved your emotions, plead-
Ing with you to necept Chrlst? Huave
you lowt po frivnd vy nelghbor by deuth
during thal period? Have yon had oo
eecupe Trom bodily perll or no (Hness
to retolnd you of the uneertalnty of
Mte? Can you consclentionly saf that
I all these respocts God has left you
alone?
I wmny be you nre wultlog to bear
fralt, You are, by the graee of Ood,
already saved, Iet us soppose.  But for
whit purpuse were you saved? Bloee
Ged lovos you with u “love that puss
ofh knowledge,” and since “to depart
| and be with Christ were far better”
than to remuln here—why did be pot
el fou to Wimself at your conversion?
Why are you here Instead of enjoylng
| your  Redeemer's  presence? There
must b some regson, “Ye have not
chosen me, sald Chirist, *but 1 have
| chosen you, und ordained you, thet ye
should go ang bring forih frult, and
! that your frult should remnln,” May
| M be to glve you another opportunity
| 1o glorify his father by besring fruit,
| that you are still here?
| It may be you are walting to be
| perfecied. 1 ought to explain this, be-
| ennse there In 0 gonse In which every
U true Chitlstian Is perfected the moment
he necopts Chirist as Yis Savior, He

1% perfected In that be I8 both Justifed !

and sunetifled ; his «in I8 put away, aod
by the Holy Spirt he himself I8 et
apart for God forever. The New Tes
tument Is vory clear on this; notiee
Paul's words In his eplstle to the Co-
lonsinns, for exuople,

What, then, do we mean by saylng
we gy be waltlng to be perfected?
Do we menn the attalnment of o state
of sinlessness this slde of heaven? No;
for it a Christiun Hved to be as old as
Metluselnh, would he not still require
ta pray, “Forglve us our trespasses ns
we forglve thoke who trespass against
ust" We only mean that perfectness,
[ In the sense of u ripeness for the
| #lekle, which comes In the lves of
| Serne s If a crown of glory had been

vouchunled to them even before they
| passed loto the unseen.

‘!. And 86 may It be with some of you.

| Though now your pruning. your dig
| ging, and perhaps your growing dags
| are over, yel the qulet but potent ruys
L of divine gruce are accomplishing &
|m:|lurlr) In your experience, so that
your Christlan e never will have
| been so attractive as in the hour that
| you depart hence.  *Wao all do fade ng
| a leaf, but the fall of yon, ye glory-
||'ruwm~l ones, 18 to be Mumined by
the geandenr of en nutumngl sunset,
God bless you, aged hrethren! God
bless you, young and old, rich and
poor, salut and sinper! Mny you have
| & “Happy New Year" In the highest
and truest sense, “Happy 1s the peo-
| ple whose God 1s the Lord” Accept
| him, serve himn, walt for him, Tt s

give thls serlous consideration, we |only ns wo stand In such relationship

| to him that, after employing the psalm-
Ist's question, “And now, Lord, what
walt T for? we can confidently apply
| the consolution n his words that fol-

and (he ghocks of Iife It must endure. low, "My hope 1s In thee
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. STOCK-TAKING

Dawn of New Year a Good
Time to Bolster Up
Weak Spon
| ‘t.h...-sqn.astsutt.ctitcl
| OW'S the time for a personal
_| stock taking. The habit s
In the alr aronnd Christmas.
The kiddie lives a miserable
life from the frst of December trying
to do hin best wo that old Banta will
be good to him, The sverage man
starts In sround Chrisimas to think
aboyt the New Year resolutions he s
gring to make. All his friends, wise
and ofhierwise proffer advice gratls
untfl the poor chap fan't sure whether
the New Year In coming or going and
be himself in hopelestly lost. If he's
wise he will go off by himeslf to &
fqulet corner and turn over the events
of the past year aod strike a balance
on the resnlts. The chances are that
he will feel as chipper as a aquirrel
in Muy when the job Is finished.
will he many instances where the
“niight have been" will condemn what
WS,
kf,ifl' has many lessons thot are hord lo
ure,

One In that you can't put your abil
Ity In cold storage untll needed for
some great scoop. Your present job
may be no compiiment to your ability,
but you dare not slight It for that
reason. To keep yourself it you most
constantly employ your talents to the
limit. As soon as you begin to go easy
on them you start to declipe. Unused
potentinlities deteriorate. Labor sav-
Ing devices and man-made expedients
won't work out with the Divine mas-

uring up to his privileges. This is the

season to begin the practice of it
Mon's measure it best laken when he

toils for the good of others.
Much that he does fn this

men do thelr best whea the thing they
wdvocate |8 populsr. A few indom-
Itable souls are fired to the herole
point by opposition. It takes the big
souled man to struggle on when he
nees few results and gets little thanks
He warks for the sake of the thing to
he done, and that is the evidence of
the masterworkman. It takes
stalwart to keep on the job In
and sunshine with his best always as
the goal. If you are willing to take
Mock and profit by the results shown,
you may be In that class soon.

The fellow that is howedt in his stock
taking will find momy loose commections
in iz past efforts.

He has fafled to keep the pace be-
cuuse his Ideals and ability did not
mix properly; or he has been short on
one or both of these essentials. There
are many sincere souls that are full-
ures because they have gone at high
fpeed with a bolt loose somewhere.
::". wonder they wrack themselves to

nth,

ic

any one part hinders the best work of
the whole. For the sake of &
mry galn you dare not
future usefulness. The past has
of your making. If It does not
you find what has been the ma
and make sure of & better
1016. TIt's unfair to blame your
petitors for lack of suceess. If you
hid been able to deliver the goods you
would doubtless bave bad your share
of the trade. They have wop because
you have falled somewhere. Most fail-
ures hegin with the mental apparatus.
Look well to yours for the New Year.
There s .no time for adjustments
after the race starts,

When the head lied with right
thinking the body is ::l’ sa be best ﬂulfﬂ!
for ils tosks,

To be sure the care of the body In-
fluences the thinking, but even that
needs right thinking to help it. It
yom head Is off you can't give your
body a square deal. You can't booze
all night and have a clear head the
next day. You can't dance until day-
hreak and have elasticlty and spright
liness of body when the rush Is on
the pext afternocon. You ean't fill
your stomach with cheap candles,
creams and chemically preserved
fruits and be happy and obliging to
a trying customer in busy times. You
must have the whole buman mechap-
lsm working In harmony If you are
golng to get the most out of the com-
Irg year. That's why your old uncle
Is asking for a mental and physical
examination. He's concerned for your
welfare and wants you to make good.
Think right, and you will generally
be right.

If you haven't measwred up fo ¢
m{r:: during 1918 you ur:’:i Hm

The truth will doubtless far your
eelf-opinion & Mlttle, and you wonld
hate to see.the analysls in the news-

E

public if you fafl and men

estly set out to avold
done In 1018, You

rections to your life at
balance of this year profit
the stock taking and you will start
Tear with a lttle practice

f

paper. But the results will be just g8

if
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i
worthy projects are blasted hy
. Falth does wonders, but |t's
healthy process to miy conslderahls
good Judgment with It Promises to
pay are of no value without the abil
to redeem them. You must count
before beginnlng the new one
terpeise.  Scan your persooal Nioess
before ondertaking new ventures. If
you stand (he test you are bound fo
win, You have no reason to expect
that simply beeanse you attempt sonme.
you some mywlerious
to pull yom through,
will be full of chal
and for that reason I want you
stock and be ready for the test

i

iE

like knowing what you

attempt Jobe
It 1= 1o be afrald
eanlly, There are
that put on ecame
belp people find
want the same
publicity go after
"t be too ensy
coming year
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what to do when they
take stock In advance,
lucky turn of for
put you In a high
are far more likely to
if you rise by merit.

yourself and your friends
eif record for the coming year.

should be & matter of satisfaction
know that you have the ability to
things. It's equally lmportant
w your weakness If you should
ted with big things. In any
ure does not add to your
Maoy of lfe's fallures conld
it men would only take
business, and you
it If you want to sue
power and criticlsm
will escape most of
take time t find
yourself for belng
stock before others
it for you and corrections are

WALTER G. BROWN
Representing the
“PENNSYLVANIA"
Fire Insurance Co.
of Philadelphis
Notary Public
Blank Deeds, Mortgages, Ete.

“DR. F. R. BOWERSOX
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Kurre Apartments eaee

Phone 1903

every day, and you will
beautiful as ever, Price

L. C. PRICE,M. D.

UR COMPLEXION is muddy. You look hag-
gard and yellow. Your eyes are losing their
lustre, The trouble is with your liver, Take

Chamberlain’s Stomach and Liver Tahlets, They

will correct that. Then avoid meats, hot bread

and hot cakes, take frequent bathsand a long walk

Chamberlains Tablets

Swope & Swope, Lawyers,
1.O. O. F. Bidg.
Independence

Monmouth Grange 476
Meets the Second Saturday In Each
Moanth ar 10:38 A, M,

Publie Program st 2:30 p. m. to which

visitors are wulcame.,
P, 0, PoweLl, Master,
Miss MAGGIE Butier, See.

" DON'T FORGET

That A. M. Arant writes Insu-

rance: Fire, Automobile and
Surety Bonds.

PATENTS

D, BWI

Dont let a smooth tongued
stranger persuade you that there
ig any kind of printing the Her-
ald Print Shop ean not do.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY
In Odd Fellows Hall

Services, - 11,00 o, m
Subject:
In the Universe, including Man, evolved by
Atornie Furce
Sunday School, 10.00 &. m.

Wednesday evening meeting; 8.00 p. m.

EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Pever CongLIN, PasTOR

Sunday Scheol, = 10,00 8. m,
Preaching Service, 1100 o m.
Y. P. A. Meeting, 6.15 p. m
Preaching Service, 7.30 p. m.

Prayer Meeting Wednesday, 7.80 p. m.

BAPTIST CHURCH

E. B. Pacg, Pustor
Sunday School, - 10,00 8, m.
Preaching Service, 1100 & m.
C. U. E, Mesting, 6.30 p. m.
Preaching Service, 7.30 p. m.

Prayer Meeting Wednesday, 7,80 p. m

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Sunduy School, - 10,00 a. m,
Preaching Service, 100 8. m.
Y. P. & C. E. Meeting, 630 p. m.
Preaching Service, = T8p m

Praver Meeting Wednesday 7.30 p. m

soon be as well and as
25 cents per bottle,

DOUBLE
Your Dollars

return after the war—100
the standard once more.

your problems—as well as

deposits.
Ira C. Powell, President; J
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by saving them, The actual buying power of the dol-
lar is just ahout 50 cents today. If normal conditions

By saving, then, you can see
what the profit in WORTH of your money would be.
}. The First National Bank is a helpful place to- bring

cents “exchange’ should be

a safe place’to bring your

. B. V. Butler, Vice President;

E. L. Kilen, Cashier; Emma Parker, Asa't Cashier
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