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pany of the older men, until a couple
of days later, in & torment of itching,
nlzo has to resort to a shirt hunt,
spend many a sleepless night of
misery. During these hunts there are
ots of pertinent remarks bandied back
and forth among the explorers, such
a8, “Say, Bill, I'll swap you two little
ones for a blg oneM or, “T've got a
black one here that looks like Kalser
BiIL"

One sunny day In the fromt-line
trench, I saw three officers sitting out-
side of thelr dugout (“cooties” are mo
respecters of rank ; 1 have even noticed
a1 suspleious unensiness about A certain
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» | parade was compulsory |

| Go to Church,

Upon enlistment we had |dentity
disks issved to us. These were small
disks of red fiber worn around the neck
by means of a string. Most of the Tom-
mies also used a little metal disk which

would serve the purpose, but If their
head and left arm were blown off, no
one would care who they were, 80 It
fld not matter. On one side of the
disk wus Inseribed your rank, name,
number and battallon, while on the
other was stamped your religion.

Q. of E., meaning Church of Eng-
land; R, €, Roman Catholle; W., Wes-

E. This Is how I got it: The lleuten-
ant who enlisted me asked my rellgion.
I was not sure of the religlon of the
British army, so I answered, “Oh, any
old thing,” and he promptly put down,
C of B

Now, just imagine my hard luck, Out
of five religions T was unincky enough
to plck the only one where church

The next morning was Bunday. I
was sitting In the billet writing home
to my sister telling her of my wonder

explolts while under fire—all re-
crults do this. The sergeant major put
his head In the door of the billet and
shouted: “C, of B, outside for church
parade!"”

I kept on writing. Turning to me, In.
la loud volce, he asked, “Empey, aren't
|you C. of B.7

1 answered, “Yep.”

In an' angry tone, he commanded,
“Don't you ‘yep' me. Bay, Tes, ser
geant major.'"

“] did so. Somewhat mollified, he
ordered, “Outside for church parade.”

1 looked up and answered, “I am
not going to church this morning.”

He sald, “Oh, yes, you arel”

I answered, “Oh, no, I'm not["—But
| I went.

We lined up outside with riffles and
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Diagram 8howing Typlcal Front-Line and Communication Trenches.
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seemed llke & little hinck
sky. [ expressed my
whether it was Eoglish, French or
man. With a look of contempt he fur-

i1
§o¢

cause our pom- are shelling, and
T know our batteries are not off their
bally nappers and .are certainly not

I Immediately quit “chucking my
welght about” from that time on,

Just before reaching reserve billets
we were marching along, lnughing, and
singing ove of Tommy's trench ditties:

I want to =0 bova 1 want to go home,
1 don't wunt to go to the trenches no
more

th:ruunlu and whizs-bapgs are gs-

o

Take me over the sea, Where the Alle
mand can't got ‘st me,

: Oh, my, 1 don't want to dle,

T want to go home—"

when overhead enme & “swish” through
the alr, rapidly followed by three oth-
ers, Then about two hundred yards to
our left In a large field, four columns
of black earth and smoke rose Into the
alr, and the ground trembled from the
report—the explosion of four Germnn
five-nine’s, or “coalboxes.” A sharp
whistle blast, Immediately followed by
two short ones, rang out from the head
of our column. This was to tuke np
“artillery formation,” We divided Into
small squads and went into the fields
on the right and left of the rond, and
crouched on the ground. No other
shells followed this salvo. It was our
first baptism by shell fire, From the
walst up I was all enthusiasm, but from
there down, everything was missing. I
thought I should die with fright,

After awhile, we reformed Into col
umns of fours, and proceeded on our
WaY.

Ahout five that night, we reached the

A | ruined village of H—— and I got my

first sight of the awful destruction
caused by German Kultur,

Marching down the maln street we
eame to the heart of the village, and
took up quarters In shellproof cellars
(shellproof until hit by a shell), Bhells

were constantly whistling over the vil-
lage and byrsting In our rear, search-
Ing for our artillery.

These cellars were cold, damp and
smelly, and overrun with large rats—
big black fellows, Most of the Tom-
mies slept with their overcoats over
their faces. I did mot. In the middle
of the night I woke up In terror. The
cold, clammy feet of & rat had passed
over my face. I immediately smoth-
ered myself In my overcoat, but could
not sleep for the rest of that night.

Next evening, we took over our set
tor of the line. In single file we wend:
ed our way through a zigzag com-
munication trench, .#ix Inches deep
with mud, This ‘trench was called
“Whisky street™ ‘On our way up to
the front line an occaslonnl flare of
bursting shrapnel would light up the
sky and we could hear the fragments
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two
fled past us and dissppeared fnto the | DOUPS, Dot the refreshing kind that re-
blackness of the communication trench | ¥0It8 from clean sheots and soft pil-

% d ua, | 10w, but the sleep that comes fronf
g fothe T, A (07 Pl | o, we st s,

and a thunderclap burst tn my earn. I
1 sat on the fire step of the trench
with the rest of the men, In each | OPened my eyes—I was splashed all
traverse two of the older men hnd been | O¥*" With sticky mud, and men \rere
) goard wi pleking themselves up from the bottom
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x| had toppled Into the trench, completely
mﬂhmﬂ hlh:: blocking it with & wall of tossedup
two dugouts, and these were | **7th. The man on my left lay still, |
Lewis and Vickers machine| Ti0Ded the mud from my face, and nn
for | 8WTul ®ight met my gaze—his head
n.
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was smashed to a pulp, and hix steel
helmet was full of brains and blood,
A German "Minnle™ (trench morinr)
had exploded In the next traverse, Men
were digging Into the soft mass of mud
In & frengy of haste, Btretcher-hent
ers came up the trench on the double.
After a few minutes of digging, three

I sased still, muddy forms on stretchers were
word “stand Gowa” wae carrled down the communiention

Kol
trench to the rear, Boor. they would
:;noﬂlhlnm Protty soon the be resting “somewhere In France.” with

u
| a little wooden croas over thelr heads,
Goteed. Tt warmad or chilied Lodhes | o "o one thelr Mt for King aad
country, had died without firlng a shot,
but thelr mervices were appreciated,
nevertholeas,
Later on, I found out their names,
They belonged to our draft.
1 was dased nnd motionless, Hod-
denly a shovel was pushed Iioto my
:lll;dn. and o rough but kindly volee
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overhead, and a machine gun would
kick up the mud on the bashed-In para-
| | pet. At each erack I would duck and
abhield my face with my arm. One of
the older men noticed this action of
‘ mine, ind whispered: '
W, S | “Don't duck at the erack of a bul:
RO HALHY, let, Yank; the danger has passed—yon
| maver hear the one that wings yon.
Always remember that If you are going
1o get It. you'll wet it so W e

WATCH TALK

Have in stock a fine line of twelve, sixteen and
eighteen size Elgin' Waltham and Illinois watches mn
seven, fifteen and seventeen jeweled movements,

Now is the time to get that new watch you are want-

ing as | am offering these movements at last year’s pric-
es.

WALTER G. BROWN

Watch Repairer and Jeweler, Perkins Pharmacy.

For any thing youwant or don’t

want try our bargain column. It will buy or sell for vou.

| —

First National Bank

Monmouth, Oregon

Paid Capital, - - - $30,000.00
Surplus & Undivided Profits, $18,000.00

Established - - - - 1889,

IrA C. PowEeLL, President; J. B. V. BUTLER, Vice Pres.
W. E. Smith, Cashier
Emma M. Parker, Assistant Cashier

We are prepared to take care of your
banking business and sulicit your account,
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Interest paid on time deposits.
DIRECTORS

J. B, V. BUTLER, Chairman

I M. SIMPSON, WM. RIDDELL, ROBERT STEELE
IRA, C, POWELL .
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