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cussion cap As Hie bomb fulls throughi terfVhlJu were hi "great Tmplirlailce
to the Germans. In each case be em- -

) ployed the same methods, lie flew

artmnrt, an we ti W to dig me of the

pieces up. We dug down teu Inches and
had not reached them, so we gave It

tip as a Im I Job and went on to camp.
Tills will show that thee pieces of

dangeroua as tney sound AlHUit three
or four days before I left the front we

hart a flock of twenty-thre- e German

aeroplanes over our camp, and they
dropped bombs fr nesrly fifteen min-

utes. Everybody got under cover, ami
the total loss of life rained by the raid
was one mule. If this were always
the case tte Zeppelins and Avatiki
would have t" go out of business.

There was very Utile of luterest after

terms
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shrapnel are not to lie sneered at as

being harmless.
Another favorite stunt with aero-

planes Is the dropping of hundred of

steel darts i ll bodies of moving tnmps
or even on towns or the men iu the
trvm-hes- These darts are four or five

inches in length and have a sort of

four pointed tail. The.v are extremely
slmrp and are heavier at the point
than they are at the tail. This causes
them to fall iut down.

It has been proved that one of these
durts dropped from a great height
would. If It kirnck a mini on horseback

square on the top of the head, pass
through the length of a mini's body,

through the saddle, through the horse's

body and dlsapix-a-r into the ground. 1

have swn darts that have drop-

ped, but I have never been where they
were falling, and I had no desire to lie

either.
There was a German who putted the

greatest little game of bluff on us. Wc

were at a village culled Khenlnghelst
when tills fellow came over, and ev-

erybody remarked at how low he was

flying. Our guns were let-

ting htm have it from all directions,
and suddenly his engine stopped nnd

the machine began to fall. The guns
let up, thinking that he was winged.
He fell to within two or three hundred
feet of ttie earth, when suddenly the
machine righted Itself, and he skimmed
over us toward the German lines. He

had the audacity to wave his band at
us as he wont by.

It was one of the nerviest things 1

ever saw. He saved himself by the
chance of running through our nre, for
when he was so low he was out or

range of the guns.
Ar nilds do not always jrovj as
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The most graphic account of th
great war that hai jret ben written
comes from the pen of a

Boaton boy, who hai Juat re-
turned from France, where as dragoon
guardsman, dispatch rider and motor
car driver he served fourteen month)
tinder the British Bag. Out of thirty.

' one motorcycle dispatch rlden he waJ
one of four survivor

TderecerfuuIIy "was sumo terrible
fighting, and If all we were supposed

ty to do was to keep the Germans inter-
ested ou our fruut we wore very suc-

cessful. Several tilings In tills engage-
ment deserve mention, and among the

first is the famous charge of the Lon-

don Irish.

They had not been heard of very
much up to tliis time, but I don't think
there are many who don't know of

them now. They received orders to
take certain trenches at a certain time,
and on the fate of it the thing looked

Impossible. The odds were all against
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the air this little prc;ehVr whirls at a

tivmrndous bihhh! and makes the weird
whistling noK one could Imagine.

Ihulug the sm.iumt m.iihs a great
many sir raids were made on moon

light nlc-- is T:. machines are prac

tically invisible when they reach any
great height, and they can get back
home and make their landing without
very great danger.

When aeroplanes are lute coming In
Is very interesting to watch the

rockets being sent up to guide them
their landing grounds. These rock

ets are of different Colors and are sent
at regular Intervals until the ma

chine Is either safely back or la given
up for lost When the machine la sight

and Is circling down toward the
ground big flares are lighted, so as to
enable the aviator to pick his sinit for
landing. The whole thing is scientifi-

cally arranged, and there are not many
accidents in this part of the work.

One of the most daring parts of the
air work Is the dropping of spies be
hind the enemy s lines. I believe this
goes on on both sides and hi many
cases Is successful. The second time

was going on leave to England I had
made arrangement to go with one of

our fellows from the flying orps. We

were to sturt on a Mondey morntng,
and on the Friday before he told me

that he was going to make his last
Melit before going to England on the
following morning. Saturday.

He started out at 4 o'clock Saturday
morning with a man and a crate of
carrier pigeons In his machine, and he
had orders to drop both beliiud the
German lines and return to his head

quarters as quickly as possible.
As I said, he sturted out at 4, and so

fur its 1 know he 1 not back yet. He

may have been shot down, he may
have had an accident and been forced
to land behind the German lines, or

any one of a hundred things may have

happened. All we know Is that he

failed to return.
The ft gun was practically

unknown before the beginning of this
war. and there Is an euonuous cbnnce
for improvement In this branch of
aerial warfare. It Is very Interesting
to watch an ft gun in action.
for one enn see the gnu tired and then
see the shell burst a few seconds later.

So far as I know there Is no accurate
wnv of finding the range of an aero

plane In motion. The popular way of

shooting at a flying machine seems to
be that of firing shells In a lurgo circle,

using the miu hine as the center, aud
then closing In until the aeroplane is

dead in line. There is the uncertainty,
however, of knowing when to time the
shell to burst, and, so far as I can see,

It seems to be pretty much a matter
of luck. I heard uu average quoted on

tlie number of bits to the number of

shells fired, and the figures were one

hit out of every 3.000 shells. I cannot
vouch for the accuracy of this state-

ment, but I do know that the number
or hits is surprisingly small.

The falling of the shrapnel from
these shells which burst in the air is

rather duncerous. as I ran show by

narrating an incident whlcu happened
to ns. We were out in a car neur a

village called Braridhook, and we uo- -

tired as we came along that a German

aeroplane was coming directly toward
us and Hint it appeared to be follow

lug the road. Our guns
were nla.vlng on It, and the shells seem

ed to Im bursting mighty close to it.
Before It attained a point above us

it turned at right angles and made off

toward the German lines. We contin
ued on our way. and a little farther on

we came to where an empty auto was
standimr hi the middle of the road.
VVe stopped and looked around for
slims of the occupants, but could lind

. . . ..i
none, wuen we uau ueen mere uuum
five minutes an officer and the driver

of the car showed up and said they
had been forced to take refuge in a

dugout on account of the falling shrap
neL

Holes where nieces of shrapnel had

entered the ground were to be seen all

them, and they knew It, but there was

nothing for it but to obey their orders.

Nearly all the regiments have foot-

balls with which they amuse them-

selves while in rest camp, and when

' they go into action these footballs are
taken right along with them. When

the whistle blew for the London Irish
to charge they threw their footballs
over the parapet and made their charge
dribbling the footballs In front of them.

It was the most reckless, daredevil

thing 1 ever saw, and it accomplished
the impossible for them. As I said,

by all rights the entire regiment should

have been wiped out. us the odds were

against them and they were running
right Into a death trap. The fact that
the.v went at it in such a devil may
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Loos. Every day It was the same old
routlne-- up to the firing line in the

morning and back down again at .

night. Once In awhile we would let
ourselves In for a young bombardment
or would have rattier a hot session In

the trenches when wc would happen to

get there at the right time, but as far
us any tmortaiit happenings there was
none.

1 will never forget the last dny I

spent at the front. It seemed to me
that the Germans must have put up a

Job on mo, and Just at the moment I
wns sure that 1 was coming out of it
all right and that the war was over
for me they were trying to get me.

I was ordered to report with my car
to one of our new olllccrs. 1 did so,

and we left for the filing Hue. When
we reached the divisional signal office

we left the cur and mounted our horses
to finish the Journey. We got to a

place culled Krustadt and stayed there
about half an hour. 1 hitched my

horse to the gate of an old deserted
hoiiso nnd went over to one of our
ammunition columns to see If I could

get some hot tea. When I came buck
about fifteen minutes later I found my

poor horse down with Ids front leg

gone. A shell had exploded In the yard
of this hotiso and had blown his leg

clear off. There was nothing for me
to do but to shoot him and put the poor
beast out of his misery.
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over the point' be was alining for, est
stopped his engine, did a nm-- dive to
within a few hundred feet of the
place, dropped his bomb and got away
safely. Each time he came buck with
the planes of bis muchine rV.d'.cd wlta
bullets. It takes an awful lot of
uerve to do a thing like that

Lieutenant Ilawker was the terror of
the "Avatlks" and taubes. and be has
been known to fight three of these big

It

machines single handed, destroying
lotwo aud putting the other one to flight.

Mr. Hawker longed for a ctiaiue to
get mixed up with a Zeppelin, aud on up

one occasion he uearly realized bis
wish.

edIt was a bright moonlight night last
summer when everything was as quiet
and peaceful as one could wish It to be.
A scattering rillc fire could be heard
from the trenches, but there was roully
nothing doing at all. About 0 or 10

o'clock we heard the hum of an engine
away above us. and we thought, of

course, it was an aeroplane. As It

came nearer we realized that no aero--

plane engine could make so mucnuoise
I

as that, and very scon woid was pass-
ed around that there was a Zeppeln
above us.

Very few of us had ever seen a
and we were more thnu strain-

ing our eyes to catch a glimpse of this
one. Judging from the noise of the
engine, it seemed as though the thing
kept circling around over our encamp-

ment; but, try as hard as we could

we were unable to catch sight of it
It had not been over us so very long

before we heard a motor engine start
nn at the flying grounds, and word

came around that Lieutenant Hawker
was going up after it. Soon we saw
an aeroplane shoot up over the tree
tons and commence to circle around,
gaining altitude every uiojnent. It was

quickly lost to view, though, nnd soou

the engines of- the Zeppelin could be

heard no longer, so we concluded that
it had made off. Lieutenant Hawker
flew until daylight; but. much to tils

disappointment, he failed to find the

Zeppelin.
Another aviator who became famous

was Commander Sampson of the Royal
Naval Air Service. At .the beginning
of the war he did so much damage
with his aeroplane that a price was

put upon his head by the German au-

thorities. We heard that the sum of

1,000 was offered for Commander
Samnsou. dead or alive. This did not

make anv difference to him so far as
his work was concerned, and he did

lust as much damage after the fact
became known as he did before.

Nor was his activity confined to air
work. He had an armored car that be
used to eo out In. and the exciting
event of the day used to be to watch

Commander Sampson's return. He

seldom filled to bring back prisoners,
and the damage he did to the Germans
with the machine gun was fearful.

Last spring we had a new type of

aeroplane come out, and it was a beau

ty. It became known as tne "tsritisn
Scout." and It waa In this type of ma

chine that Lieutenant Ilawker defeat-

ed three big German battle planes. It
hnn a verv high powered, high speed

engine and can pull right away from

any other type of machine that flies.

It carries one man only, who runs tne
machine and works the gun too. so be

has his work cut out for him.

Before I ever saw a bomb dropping

aeroplane In action 1 used to lmnglne

flint the bombs were dropped by hand.
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care way as to Joke and play with

t footballs in the very face of certain
F death broke the Germans' nerve, and

they gave way with practically no re-

sistance at all. Instead of the regi-

ment being wiped out. its It should have

been, the men took the trenches with

losses of under 100. It was wonderful.
I have referred to the work of our

aeroplanes in various parts of this sto-

ry, but I think that noneombutaiits
sometimes fail to realize what an Im-

portant nnd effective part the Royal

Flying corps is playing in this war.

Aeroplanes themselves are still pretty

dangerous modes of locomotion, aud

when It conies to running other risks

for the sake of gaining Information or

doing material damage It needs a man

Who does not know what the slightest

qualm of fear Is and who is cool and

ready for action In the case of emer-

gency to make a good military aviator.

We have several aviators In our

squadrons who have made big uames

for themselves. Among them are Cap-

tain Strange. D. S. 0.: Lieutenant

Hawker. V. C. D. 8. 0.. M. C. and

also Robert Lorraine, the popular ae- -
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I was much surprised to find that such

Is not the case. The bombs are hung

an little clips under the body of the

machine and are released by a foot

pedal arrangement It Is a much quick-

er and less danRerous method.

The bombs dropped from the ma-

chines vary in size and weight, aud

they run all the way from ten pounda

to one hundred wunds. Each bomb

has a Uttle propeller at the tall of It
This keeps the bomb nose down In fail-

ing, and Insures ijJajufLthe ej--

Ths King Mounted the Beautiful Horie

That Wai Waiting For Him.

tor. whs u commonly known u tks

"ictor-atrman-

Two thw In nartlcular nave dis

tinguished themselves on our little

front. Captain Strange oas a
, t,nt ha ha done some of the finest

ww '

work of the war. In three days he de-

stroyed thrt stations or Wgjail cen--


