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THE FRONT

An American Boy's
Baptism of Fire
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Copyright, Little, Brown & Co.

The most graphis aceount of the
ETOAL war that has yot been writies
cames from the pen of a twanty-two.
year-old Boston boy, who has just re
turned from France, whers as dragoon
Bunrdsman, dispatch pider and motors
enr driver he werved fourteen months
under the Britteh fMag. Out of thirty-

one motoreyele dispateh riders bhe was
one of four survivorg

It setiis teat the Germans bad run
an armored teain through and bad be-
gun helling the town from the traln
Our wrtillery went Into action reght
awny, and lostead of bitting the tealy
first they shelled the trucks Lehing e
train and tore the rond all up %0 thut
the troin conld not get hack, Then
they took their time aud Wew the traln
Off the map

Sunday morning the shells began o
fall In the town agaln, and they werd
b ones this thme—twelve Inch, |
heard later. We knew that i was no
armored train this time, and we knew
that we wore fu for o lot time,

I was detnlled with my car for the
fleld enshior, which meant that 1f the
order came to move 1 *wonld hnve an
offficer, nrmmsd esoort and w1 the money
belonging to the headqunrters. amonut
ing to §40,000,

diers

They kept ap the shell fire all day,
bt at night they quit, There wers
quite n few of our ciaps killsd amt
many civilians oo

The chiplain of No, 8 casnalty elear
ing gtution had tnken over a tdliling
l started o soldiors’ home, 1t was

a plaee where a fellow conld go when |

he was off daty, and there wore hooks,
magneines, ealke, had
for the asking. It wae a fine thing
and it was slways crowded, for the
fellows enjuyidd it immeénse)y

This was the first hu!lding to te hit,
und it wins full of fellows at the time,
A twelve ineli sholl ernshed throngh (e
root atel cxiloded on the second Aoor,

ten, ote, Lo be

Tho tuilding eaved In like n honse built |

of cards, The warvelons part of It wos
thot, althongh there must have been
fully 100 men in thers ot the time, not
a single one was killed, A fow  had
and other minor in
Juries, cand one had his arm breoken;
Tk thiske were the only casanlties from
this shell.

g e L)y

1 lost all my belongings during the |

lombnedment, 1 hod been keenbne my
kit bage fo the Jofl of 8 stible, and a

No Soener Had That Sheil Landed
Than the Civillans Cemmenced to
Maove.

ghell came through and lald the build-

ing to the groml

All day Monday the shelling con:

tited, and still no orkrs CARK for

us o move, ‘

ook serlous uwow, and we watilersd
how much longer we would bave to
stick It out. It wus the most uuset-
fefactory duty one culd {magine,

There wo wore doing atsolutely ””lllli

fng and the Germans throwing she

after shell fnto us. We had no _<-!|umv

to hit back, and there Wis pothing v?-

eept to stand by andl take our l‘hlll}('(‘i;

When the order did come to move the

fleld cishier was the last one to

fled, bot even though

to got the vjder we W

ont, and 1 wug happy to saf

priv the Hrst ones

AL T lind te do ut the |
tinme was to stand by and wait for or |

Things were beginning 1o |

be not-{ ean imitate tae Beoteh ﬂ"':-‘tﬂt ho & ¥
wo wore the lst | get by in the British lues?

;plll’.lr_llt mans EI.IG were weariog the kut’ and

. Phie ¢ ROk W

meters down the road @

Gl s Tl

i ook over

temporary hesdyuarters tn & Nitle vil
lage,

It was Just after we maove! downy to

this vilinge that 1 =ot the vnly scealch
I tnd sduring the whole enmmalen I
| was on the ek ol il with »
tall colonel, and we had boen visith Q

st reglinensy that were oat of o thon
al the thwe. While we were 1l
ermans siarted shel

Wledd it

re the
nivd we de
would be better for Ys U0 wi

The

tennenn of

noved to s bealthiler Yocallt
olotiel was sitting 1n t
the car, while L of eourse
Irivinge seat

was o the

As Wi 5\ ot into the maln rosd
we beard o shell o 2, and avtotat
ally 1 put dob more spied.  The shall
st right on the &de of the rosd

Ohe hece of it fow | r
of the enr g

mgh the bottom |
1 tore the footbosrd rleht
frot under the colonel's feet, 1t didu't

He sir iy

bother Lim the lenst it

swung his fect right up on to the Rt

and ndvised me to crowd on n little

| more spoe

|  Another Bitle peve of the shell graz

ed my righe leg Jost dbive the knee

It was o mere sornteh, bt It senred
me us uothing ever has snee, and |
guess 1 thought my whole leg was

qulie

The same shell that eame 20 close to
ns canght another poor fellow and
wonnded him fu the back 1o twenty
tilnie different places, and with all this
b wilked o guarter of n mile to a
| dressing station

CHAPTER XL ,
Preferred Firing Line to Hoapital.
DON afier thls 1 reported sick for
A v 4 bad been In |

the Liritish urmy. 1 had o geowth |
[ my thednt, and e seut e to u|
Buspital fu At There they
removed the growth and put
stretehier
I wiis In tie hospital onle three doys
and during wy sty there the Germang
shietled the town time, 1
belt nwiuily sotry for the poor fellows
theve wiho were helpless and didn't
KHuw ot what mowent a shell pilght
Gomie tidough aed wipe them off the
| fuee of ths enrth,

the L bl sl

I“l' “'
il ol

tie oulire

L stoud It for thiree days, and when
I suw that they bud made no move to
disthurge me from hospital | asked
the vederly fn my ward when | wonld
be likely to get out,

O be suid; “yon won't be ot of
here for n week yet!”

“Wou't 15" 1 asked. “Well, you just
go' down to the other end of the ward |
aud torn your ook Tora few moments
anddl see whether 1 will get out op pog!"

He sald he conldu't do s thing ke
that, but the next time e was down
there 1 shmply ot up and wilked out,
In these hosplials so near IIn-Jiirm::
line there are no sueh thiugs o8 Lods,
andd one simply Ues on i stretelier with
hig elotlies all o

When 1 oresched the gate of the hos
pital 1 found a puliveman on dutg
there, but 1 shmply sald the mwngle
word Duty™ and walked right by him.
I got & 110 on a motor lorey for four
teen lles, and 1 walked the other
elght back to camp,

When 1 returned and repotted my-
#elf thoy asked me for my discharge |
ahieet, bt 1 sadd 1 hnd lost it, g0 there |
wus nothing they could do gbout jt.

In the gpring of 105 the Kalser pald
nvigit to the German frenches, | guess
lie came very quletly, for the fire we
| knew of it was when the Germans in
the trenches opposite ns tulsed a big
bourd above thelr pamapet. o which
Wia [l:'![llwl sonething ke this;

THE EMPEROR WAS HERE YESTER-
DAY
HAD YOU ONLY KNOWN!
THE ENGLISH WERE EVER SLOW! |
Our ehups printed o board which
went them otie better. 1t sald:
THE KING 11AS BEEN HERR TWICE
TOAORR THI £ DENT
OF A 3
WE ARE NOT AFDRAID TO
SO
ARE HARMLESS! |

'Ll YOU

FRITZ, YOU

T carry the Joke to the end, some-
bods dug up a silk hnt from sonee
whire, arid about 1 o'clock all the fel- |
lows began to cheer. They stuck the
liat on the end of 4 stick and carried
it along the trench so that it cotthd be
£l

That hat was absolutely viddled with
Wallets, bot they carried it vlear to the
etvd of the trencl, il then they threw
lthy Lt and stick over the parapet, so
that the Gertats coull sop how they
hud DBoen fooled.  And how our fellows
liowled !

The Germans were so mad 1 thiak
| they wonld have done us violence bhad |
|!u-l\.' had  the opporinults A little
thine ke that mesns a lot to the boys
n the trenches, and it Is the subject
of conversation for days und days
afterwird

Later we hegan to have mone troubile
with spies. We pnught bun hies of
them, bot there alwass ssemed to he .
mare glout.  Oeenslonally there would
fie g Belziun nmong them, byt for the
most part they were Garmans, and we
[ contd not understand 1. We exnght

fhet In o]l gulses. bot for the greater
| part they soemed to faucy kilts as be-
| Inz atiove suspiclon, On the fare of
the thing this ls ridicolons for who

In one week we caught fourteen Ger-

- . . .
an sevimtl Vory Thorh smriirleed

shaonld Mte s

I raptursd

* asilE ae Sl

I'o pat a HOop to this syl It was
decided to close all roads for & period
g All

of twenty-four hours
9§ oclck on

warted that
aml such a nicht wuril liwk the
following wight they wore WG leaye
thelr unlts withoat the special i
provided for (hyese | u\r'.‘:\-fun‘unr\
Seulries were placed 38 yords apart
on all the roads ly the davtime amd 100
All these propmrations
were made very quletly and the great
S sereey  preseryed
with my car roeuls
during the twenty-four houm, and, of
tln
We hal orders {0 stop ev
nod if they
provided with the special [ =4
o ks them

what

men wWesy
fromn sipch

® o

vards nt night,

I was detailad

o patral eorinln

OO e,

trolli]

ull olhwr roiids woere o

Tuss,
ey ot we met, Wore Dot
We Wire
prisoners regunlbess of
wearing, 1t
looked Hke tiresome wock, but it prov-
el to be rathor exeiting

[ started over my route promptly at
" welock, nwl you may be sure 1 was
all on edge to wiake & capture, My
onr was flving the fag of the army
vy hesdguartors, 80 1 was not-both.

mulform Lhw wiep

et by the sentries stopping me. 1
wont ovor the poute tye first e with
st meeting o soul whe wasn't guite
all el I wns moeh disappolnted,
fur T thonght T would be pieking up
aples wholesale.  On the sevond trip 1
hegnn to think that 1T was going l-b'
have about the same luck as 1 did on
the Arst, for everything séned very
qilet and peareful

1 eame to the villige of Herzeelp and
turnedd Ioto the road which leads fo |
Waton, und, as 1 suid, 1 was hegin-
ning to be sick of my Joby,  There was |
rather n slharp curve ln thils road, and |
ns T tuened It 1 saw by the Hght of
my electrie beadlights two men Kll'llll‘-;
g I the middle of the rowd. The
minite they caught stght of my car
they started out across a el ss bard
ns thed conld g,

I velled at them and Jammed on my
brakes.  They didn't stop, so 1 ir\llh'il|
my recalver and st a eouple of per-
after them, That bronght
them ton hult all b, and they start-
el velling " Frdend!™ at the top of thele
volees, T twisted the searchlight on
my car around ol the Heht ghope full
on them, und then 1 eallsd to them to
Evep their hands o the abe ond come
hack on the road

stinlers

They diln't seem vory auxions about
It, but | assurved them if they didn't |
would 41l thom foll of leles. 1 epr
tainly felt ferce cuongh to do . They
cpme upoon ta the ropd, aod 1 made
thetn stund one on ehch slide of the
e, Then 1 notleed that oue of them
hid on o polr of Gettun  soldlers’
boots, and then | knew that 1 had a
fish for sure, 1 got out wnd sedrchod
thetn, bt they wWepe wrrmed, |

What was worrylng me was the fact
that In takiog them back one of them
would have to it behind mwe o the
car, 1 took off my spare tires and put |
thoem o the back of the car, nud with
the straps T bomnd one fellow's feet |
and bands, 1 opiled bim foto the ton.
nean und made the other sit I front
with me. 1 assured bim i be made a4
stigle mwove 1 dido't Uke 1 \mlllllI
pomp bim full of lead P, D, . |

In this wny I took them Into enmp |
without secldent. They were shot as
aptes two diys Inter.  Our hnul for the
twenty-four hgurs wan thivty-one spies,
and every one o them was o German,

One of the most terrible things
ooy withessed wos the destruction of
the chatenu at Hooge. The chatean |
was Inoa very pecttliar positlon, Yelng
ot the dead ground between onr trench.
ol the Gertoang  Somitimes we
wonld  hold it and  sometioes  they
would, nnd it offersd grent chances to
both for suiping.

Sometimes we held part of It, and
they wonld hold the other purt.  Then
there wits &ome great hand to hand
fehting,  Our fellows In one room
wOll” be digghig Toles Theoneh the
will to pot ot Germans In the next.
It was 8o olosp to our trenches that

| shiuing for the Wy ovent,

e o | Alil 1
sumie g o | \ L LA
It was 4 ol to mine | hing and
| 0T 1 o ¢t fary e 4 | |
think the Ger B (1 olil the
enme thing, and T §
af who wonld gt 1 r ol 1 first

We got the Jump on them I ow e
rvorythiiug was resdy our ik et lond
the trermians | s 1L arwl then this = X
ol destroction starte). | was sdtting
ot b k bt somee stafl offlcers,
Wo were abont half o mile from th
phoce, bt we had our cars staffed
with cotto® 1o prevest the explis
f | ring ogr hearing

Whent the niives wers sot off we
g sicht such ns ot o'sorves only
In n Nfe e surth frem!
vy, growling romhle enssisd,  thig
mighty cmsh, and the alr was Ai'od
with smoke, fame, bréleks, dost, 0 o
bowlles, hends, logs and arme O fel
lows let ont g mirhy ehoer aml oy
e neries The crnter formed by thie e
ol e Germans sevimed stann s

by the nwinal stehit they had wilnesss
and we took sovernl Hovs of trenchie
Prom them with very Hitle trouble
1

'i'll'\
s o the Germian slide were terrd
The
chiatetu it RHooge will always be re
membergd by ihose who siw e

His majesty the King pahd bis armies
A visdt i the full and as T hald never
soon King Goorze | wig moeh inter
ested, 1 Bud seen the king of Relel
um wael President Polfnecare of
France, but up to this time 1 had novs

or seen the King for whom T was fight

bl sond we Jost hoavlly oursielyes

11 (8]

| Ing

We were warned the day  before,
Aand every one hud to be helght and
The king
drove wp In oa éar bearing the royn)
standand on it and yon may be guee
that ear was given the right of way
over everythlng. Two dispatch riders
had dasted along the roud abead of
the car, cleariug the way so that noth

-

IR Sl deiay ¢ FOysl party. |
was oue of & large detall of mounted
et Who acted os escort to hig ma -
ealy

Wheu he loft the oar he motnted the
e-autinal borse thal was walting for
anid rted by the guand, he
Wwing stund. He
the men, who wore
formed up on the parsde, and he thank.
ed thewm for thelr k yaity and Jdevotion
to England o ber thme of pesd,

! vould only bear a fow words of
Ma address, as | was stationed quite

Blm L_lu
tolde out 10 Lhe

maide a speech to

r'ey

n distaoce eway from bime As be fln-

1 the sticech | inted.  The fel

ows threw thele lints loto the aly and

W T elieor When this

I e ol the ground,

| ity my own, sto] right ap on

| nd egs and reached for tie blue
wk b mhove,

Fie King was thrown i some way

nidl sustadonsd ininrles that were rather

M I heted an &
Qamper o the cutbiusiasm, nud the
Klng's visit ended much differently

than was expected,

CHAPTER XIL
Last Day at the Front.

HE last engagement of any Im-
T portance that 1 wis In was the
bl attack at Loos ln Septomber,
In & big atteck ke this uo ole Knows
but the commmnders just where the
read throet s combng.  Several sttacks
wre made, aod for all we Knew ours
might be the real oue, or the renl one
kgl b v enty miles Ill-‘-al.'li' from us.
It happend®t that at the tlme of the
st dttack W' were almost sure that
the big drive wis coming through us.
We were ordered to be redy to move
A0 o moment's ootles, wod all prepe
arathons were made for s big slilft
When the attack enme we thonght that
We were on onr way at lnst, and every-
body was “counting chickens."

Continued next week
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Special offer for De

cember only, The Herald

and the Dallas Itemizer, both 1 year for $2.00

California

Oregon

Idaho

Holiday Fares

Reduced round trip fares to Californin, Oregon, Washington and
Idaho points will ennble you to go home for Christmas and New Years

Sule dutes to California points  Ducem-
ber 21 to 28rd and 25th to 28th, inclus-
ive. Return limit January 15th.

Sale dates between all stations in Ore.
gon and from ull stations in Oregon to
stations on other
Washington and ldaho December 22nd
Washington.‘*’ 2hth, inclusive, Return limit Janu-
ary 8rd. In addition tickets will be sold
from Monmouth Dee. 21st and 22nd, re
turn limit Janoury 7th,

Between points in Oregon only, ad-
ditional sale dutes Dee, 20th to 81st and
January 1st. Return limit January 8rd,

Ask noarest 8, P, agent for particulars

JOHN M, BCOTT
General Passenger Agent
Portiand, Orvegon

Southern Pacific Lines

lines in Oregon,

mady of Rich, Sappy Tobacce
the Gravely Way
fgives more Solid Comfort
with & Little Chew
than o big ohew of ordinary plug,
A 10e. POUCH IS PROOF OF IT




