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lilier carried the Frenchman. The
civilians were carried by their own
towiisiiieu.

Each coCiu was wraph'd lu the na-

tional fbig.and escorts and tiring parties
of each of the thn-- nations were In

attendance. The Belgian Old Guard,
the old veteran, turned out with their
band and In dress uniform. During
the service In the church, and In fact

, Mi

J i': i" mil throwing was be-'"- ::

i tnoie popular, and
boiJes iwiffc the hand Ih.uiIs we were
using larger "- -, whit U were thrown
by a mtaj au!t arrangement. They
could Ik? tin own a Ion.; distance anil
In many ia-e- s proved to t very ef-

fective. B. nib and grenade achimk for
every division were opened, and the
men were trained to throw bombs

i iitiiU iilly.
In some plains we started using the

slingshot anam-enieu- t
witji which the

French throw Muds, but it didn't turn
out as will f,,r us as It dil for tl l.
I saw one case In which the using of
one of these thln.'s was very disas-
trous. One of our fellows put a bomb
lu the sling and started swinging It,
As he tried to let It go the whole thing
hit the man standing next to him full
In the Jaw. of course it exploded and
killed several men who were standing
near. Including the fellow who had
tried to throw it.

Inn lug an attack In the Mentn trench-
es I saw ait Incident that I will never

until the whole funeral was over, thro
(aeroplanes, one Belgian, one French
ami one English, elided back and forth
over the city. The streets were lined

j
with soldiers, all with reversed arms,
and the band played the dead march

j all the way to the cemetery.
I This was only the first of maiiv raids
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An American Boy'i
Baptism of Fire

By WILLIAM J. ROBINSON
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The moal graphic account f therat war that haa jret bn rttto
f MT lhe p,'n of nty.twBotion boy. who ha! ju.t re-
turned from Fran. wb,r. aa dragoon
guardaman. dunatch rider and motor-ca- r

driver h i,rvl fourteen imonlhaunder the British f Out of thirty,one motorcycle dlnpatch rld.ra ha waton of four aurvlvora

fe v .u f.

itilV'Tl;l&mv
on us In this town, ami many a poor
elvlllan who had harmed no one met
his deiilh in this way.

If It is still standing there Is very
near the front at Ylnmortlnghe. not far
from roperlnghe, a chateau where one
of our divisions hud their headquarters,
the corps headquarters being at PoHr-lngh- e.

It was a beautiful place built
on the old at tji. w t'li coos grounds

WILLIAM J. ROBINSON
Tlio nvi r.... IT. . . forget. Our fellows had taken two

lines of trenches In a very few min1'r ' " ' ,nJ Uk'u 1 WM ,uUl " 'TlU ?e called Tra, 0 , ! k

"'""i a jiih'81 U1JJ Vit me there. Cf course I was ile.
uj. nM.iutu me wnn or ma own church

The Irishman Yelled, "Split that be-

tween ye, ye ewine."

all around me.

Altogether there were forty-si- x c!- -
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utes. In some places there were Ger-
mans occupying a ,,nrt of a trench
while we held the other part.

A big Irishman came dashing up with
a load of bombs, and as he came for-

ward 1 saw these Germans raise their
Titles to fire at him. The Irishman was
t qnbk for them, though, for he
chucked a bomb into the trench they
were In, and ( heard bis yell, "Split
that between ye, ye swine."

It wiped out the whole crowd of them,

Baltics from that raid: eleven were
killed. There was onlv one British sol- -

Meets the Second Saturday In Each

lighted, for I hadn't bevn In any large
city for a long time.

Paris is more than miles from
where we were then, and my orders
were to Make it In one day. While it
wus it long Jaiirney, I felt that It would
be well worth it, so I set out with a
light heart. At Ullcrs I lilt the main
Paris road, and it was glorious. There
Is Ijo speed limit for a dispatch car,
and yon bet I wus flying my blue and
white flag that day. Straight down

dler and one French gendarme killed

aiming the niilliary; the remainder Month at 10:30 A. M.
Public Proirram at ?Sfl n m (a,.!,;, uwere all civilians. A military funeral

was given triem all. ami It was one of
r - ' 't i n nil u

visitors are welcome.
the most solemn and Impressive cere- -

nion.es I e,fer witnessed. British sol- -
P. 0. Powell, Master.
Miss Magoib Butler, Sec.

of course, and the best part of It was
that the Irishman didn't alter his stride
the least bit. The expression has lie
come quite popular among "liombors."

We hadn't been In Popcrlnghe many
days before the German aeroplanes be-

gan coming over us. They didn't do
any damage at first, and 1 wondered
why they didn't drop any Iwinbs. Ev

through St. Venant. St. Pol. Iloullens
and Amiens I flew, Hiid about UM I
fame to the outskirts of Paris. 1 was
surprised on entering the capital to
find so few British soldiers. I knew
that we had several permanent bases

i 'if 'lenm.v, ana i expected to Uud
; the place swarming with Tommies,

ami slmt him tiecnuse lie wouHn't Rive
them the Information they wanted

Across from this chntv'h was a little
"estamlnet." where I went to buy a
bottle of wine to have with my dinner.
You ran imagine my surprise when the
Frenchwoman in chnr;;e called me an
"Knsrlish ill:- - mid nalrt that she would
sell nothing to the English. I told her
what I thought of her. and she told dm
what she thought of me.

She said the English wc:-- thieves,
murderers and other nice things and
informed me also that the only true
gentlemen In the world were the Prus-
sians. She eerlninly had me aroused,
and I was going to arrest every one I
could find In the house until her daugh-
ter came In.

She saw nr once how things were and
led the old lady upstairs and then ex-

plained that the Germans had taken
her to youngest sisters away and that
since that time her mother had been
insane. '

It was outside of Pradclles that we
ran Into the Germans and had a long
distance scrap. We were not strong,
and we didn't know how strong they
were, so w , were, not pressing tiiom
Very hard until some
came up. I think thev were In the
same position, for they didn't try to get
to close quarters. So we kept iit It all
afternoon until at right the Germans
retired, and we camped a little farther
m and waited for our main body to
.time up. Our casualties numbered only
botit twenty dead, and we burled them

tn the churchyard before we left
I passed through about' two

months later, and I went Into the

CHAPTER VI.
Bomb Throwing Periloui Work.
SOON found the reason for Tom-

my's absence, for as soon as I left
the car and started out on foot I

I
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ery morning aUmt 5 o'clock two or
three taubes would appear and fly
back and forth for a few minutes, and
then they would go away, and we
wouldn't see any more 'of them until
the next morning at the same hour.

At last we got used to them, and they
didn't bother us at all. Once In awhile
our guns would bring one of them to
earth, and then there would be one

grand rush to the place where the ma-

chine hnd fallen. I saw one fellow fall
one morning, and as I had by motor-

bike I hopped on and dashed down the
road to try and find him. lip had come
to earth safely, but his engine had been

put out of commission by a piece of

shrapnel. He had set tire to the ma-

chine and wus calmly sitting oil the
ground some distance from where It
was burning.

Some flying corps fellows were there
Just n few seconds ahead of me, and
they made him prisoner. As ho got to

was continually being stopped and ask-e-

who I was, what I was, wh"re did
I come from, what was I doing and
what was I going to do. Being on
special duty, I had a pass In my pos-
session which bore the French stamp
as well as the British. This puss
would take me anywhere In France or
Belgium, and a flash of it. coupled
with the words "special duty," permit-
ted me to go where P pleased. Had 1

been without It I would have been ar-

rested about every ten minutes.
The defenses In Paris against hostile

aircraft attack were a revelation to
me. I never saw anything more

churchyard where those chaps were thorough In niv life Anv of tlio mum
burled. The peop'e of the village have venturesome Germans who care to
set little wiute crosses at the head of make an attempt against Paris are In
each grave. On e.ch cross are the name. for hot recent Ion

his feet he remarked In perfect Eng-

lish, "I hud a presentiment that I

wouldn't get back this morning. Oh,
well, e'est la guerre, do with me what
you w ill."

However, he was a German; a greut
uiuny of our enemy could sneak the
king's language.

Two days after my arrival the officer
whom I was to take back to the front
said he wus ready to start and to pre-

pare the car for the return Journey on
the morrow, The ride back was un-

eventful, but when we arrived we
found that the headquarters were go-

ing to be moved north across the Bel

We knew that sooner or later these
aeroplanes were going to take a eood
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stiff crack at us, and we were expect
ing It every (lav. The. first, nlr mid m

Poperinghe came about a month after

number mid regiment of t'e soldier

lying below, and under that Is fort
ie lu Champ d'llonneur." It tfas a
most thoughtful. thing for those poor
peasants to do.

It was In a village callej Outrasteene,
quiie near Pradclles. that 1 first saw
the Prince of Wales, lie was with ! lr
John French, and they were review-

ing a brigade that hadn't b, eu In the
country very long. He Is a nice look-

ing fellow, but very boyish lu appear-
ance. He Is liked by the men and
quite often will go and sit among them
mid talk to them.

Soon after this I received orders to
prepare for a two day journey In the
car. I didn't know where I was to go
until the might before I was to start,

gian frontier the next day. We were
to take over the job of holding the
town of roperlnghe, which the French
hnd been occupying. We were then

taking over more front than we hud

been holding previously.
At this time the roads were in a ter-

rible condition. They are made of cob-

blestones in the middle, but either side

Is nothing but mild, so after a few

wo una timcn tlie tow n over, I had a
new car, and I hud been out with It for
a trial run. When I got back to Popcr-
lnghe I ran Into the Grand plate and
stopped In front of the general billet,
where the corps and guards were liv-

ing. I had the engine still running and
was just sitting in the driving seat
listening to it

It was a cloudy day, and I remember
henring an aeroplane, but I thought it
was one of our own, for one of our
flying grounds was close by. Suddenly
a tuulte shot down through the clouds,
and a second or so later there was a
deafening explosion, .followed by two
others In quick succession. The first
bomb landed about thirty yards away
fiom. wllU'e. I wus, and the pieces flew
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days' rain if one slips off the stones he

finds himsdf In a regular qu:igmlre
and will sink in over the axle.

We took roperlnghe from the French,

and while we were moving in they

r
were moving out, and the two lines of

transport, each going over the same

road, resulted in some fine mlxups.

Eventually we arrived all right and

found that this place was much better
than Hazebrouck, which we had left.

Hazebrouck was t'.ie junction of seven

railroad lines and consequently a popu J3L
if!- MISTER El

lar target for Germ iti aircraft.
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were not very far behind the actual

fighting.
The people in Poperinghe. while they

had seeif British troops before, had

never had them In the town for any

length of time, and they seemed to be

very glad to see us. We had several

Scorch regiments In our corps, and

when they came out of the trenches the

first time they created a great sensa-

tion in the town. Their kilts- were a

never falling source of astonishment to

the Belgians. The womau lu the house

where I was billeted thought that It

was cruel to make them wear the "lit-

tle dresses" In the cold weather. She

wanted to know what they wore un-

derneath them, and wheu I told her

that they wore nothing she wouldn't

believe me. I explained to her that It

was against orders for them to wear

trousers under the kilt, but still she re- -

iook fon the nertaioH
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Tk Prince of Walea, With Sir John

Franch, Reviewing a Brigade.


