
waiting for us. He showed as our po
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3uty to "DeuTenaut SlcSufty".
was not far away, ao I started

at once and arrived before dark, X

found Lieutenant Mc.Nulty without any
trouble, and be told me to report to
htm saln the next morning, aa he
wouM not want me tbat day.

I f ;ind a cafe where there waa room
for me, and I made myself comfortable.
Tbe place was full of Indian troops, and
I waa very much Interested In them, aa
they were the first I bad seen In France.

That night I went around t'io village
to see atl there was to be seen, and un-

intentionally I stayed out after 8
o'clock. I waa making my way back to
my billet along the middle of the road.

It waa as dark as pitch, and I couldn't
see a yard In front of me. Suddenly I
bumped Into something, and quicker
than a flash two hands cloned around
my throat My mouth Just naturally
opened wide, and I yelled "Friend!"
the loudest I ever yelled In my life.

Then a light shone tn my face, and I
saw tt was a great big Sikh on sentry
go. . As soon ss be saw my uniform It
was all right but I was shivering for
half an hour, and I vowed I'd never go
prowling around at night again as long
as I remained within the Indian lines.

The Indians are the most religious

people I ever saw. They seem to lire
only for tbelr religion, and all their ao

the French people, and some of them
could even talk a little broken French
The suffering among the Indians dur
tng the first winter waa terrible, but
they bore tt all fairly cheerfully and
did tbelr duty well Tbey are not
trench fighters, though, snd cannot
play the waiting game. They want to
ret out at tbe enemy, and tbe officers
have their work cut out to keep them
In tbe trenches for very long.

Tbe Germans certainly did not lit
the Indians a little hit The Indians'
belief regarding uo quarter Is not .

peclally nice to think about and tbelr
natural Instincts are bard to control
Tbey bave a weakness for cutting or
ears and heads and keeping other little
souvenirs The Germain know thin,
and naturally tt puts the fear it death
Into them.

e
I spent Christmas day of 1014 tn the

trenches Just south of Ypres. Christ-
mas eve was a beautiful night and tbe
Germans who held the trenches oppo-
site left us very much alone tbe entire
evening. We didn't bother them either.

There was a beautiful moon, and
with everything so quiet snd peaceful
It was bard to realize tbat there was
a war on. During the evening the Ger-

mans started singing, and I beard
some of tbe most beautiful music I

ever llsteued to in my life. The song
might start Just opMslte us, snd It

would be taken up all along tbe lint,
and soon tt would seem as If all tbe
Germans tn Belgium were singing.
Wben tbey bad finished we would ap-

plaud with all our might, and tben we
would give them a song in return.

A regiment In tbe trenches started
"My Old Kentucky Home." Tbe men
were getting well along with it when
some one in the German trenches Join-

ed the singing in Just as good English
as any of us could speak. It was beau-

tiful, but tt made me awfully home-

sick. After they had finished tbe same
German voice sang "Dancing Around,''
and, believe me, tbat fellow could sing
ragtime. Be was applauded uproari-
ously, and tben we sang some more

popular songs for them, and so it went
until tbe wee small hours of tbe morn-

ing.
During the, nlgbt a couple of our

chaps crawlei) up almost to the Ger-

man parapet and with them they took
a phonograph and a record. They
wound up the machine, put on the rec-

ord and attached a piece of string to
tbe starting lever. Tben they crawled
back, unwinding the string as they
came. The next morning they pulled
tbe string, and it started tbe machine
playing tbe song which was so popu-

lar In England at that time, "When We

sition snd went back to look for the
machine tbat bad not yet arrived.

Our position was In a ditch Just by
place where the road bad bean cut

by an old support trench. We eased
the machine into the ditch and got ber
firmly fixed. Our officer came dash-

ing back and told ns to cover the road
where It led out from the German
trenches. Then it was simply a case
of wait until they started to advance
from tbat quarter.

We sat there for two hours before
we saw any signs or activity, bat
wben tt did come It came with a rush.
Hundreds of Germans seemed to rise
from nowhere, and that road was lit
erally crammed with them.

Dick, tbe gunner, opened at tbe first
sign, and tbe machine guna from our
trenches were pouring It Into them
too. They went down tn hundreds,
and. while our fire checked them some--

As Soon as We Entered the Village
This Windmill Started to Co.

what tbey still came on. It waa cer
tainly a despairing feeling to be
streaming bullets into the Germane
and see them still advance. After
several minutes of this tbe whistles
blew for "cease fire" aud our Infantry
Jumped the parapet and went after
them with the bayonet They broke
the attack right there, and, more than
that, they took two Hues of German
trenches.

A few days after this an Incident
occurred tbat to my way of thinking.
was one of the most wonderful things
that ever happened. Volunteer dis
patch riders for"dangerous work"
were called for. About eighteen of
our chaps offered themselves, and of
course all were accepted, A dispatch
was to be carried about two miles

along tbe road which follows tbe bank
of tbe Yser cannl. This road was con

stantly being swept by German ma-

chine gun and rifle tire. Tbe dispatch
waa to be handed to a French com-

mander who was waiting for It.'
The first man was given a ropy of

tbe dispatch, and he started out with
it. This mad ran right under the
nose of the Germuna aud was In full

lew of tbelr trenches all the way.
It was so swept by machine gun and
rifle fire that it seemed as If uo one
could possibly live 'fhrough a hundred
yards of It.

Tbe tint man started and was soon
out of sight They waited In vain tor

certain length of time for a signal

that he had arrived, and then called
No. 3. No. 2 started out but we taw
htm go down before be had gone a hun
dred yard.

Then No. 8 started. It waa pitiful to
watch tboae poor chaps Wben a man
knew tt waa bis turn next 1 could see
the poor fellow nervously working on
bis machine. He'd prime the engine.
then he'd open and close the throttle
quickly several times anything, In

fact, to keep himself busy. Wben his
number would be called he'd hesitate
a second and perhaps flood the car
buretor, tben he'd take bis dispatch
and suddeuly dash out

Six of these fellows went down tn
less than half an hour. No. 7 was a
young fellow whose name I don't know.
I wish I did, for be was certainly the
nerviest man I ever saw.

"No. r was hardly out of the off-

icer's mouth before be bad bis dis-

patch and was ou his way. About five
minutes later the signal came that the
dispatch had been delivered.

My officer told me afterward tbat the
French general to whom he bad band-
ed the dispatch bad taken the medallle
mllttalre off bis own breast and pinned
It on tbat of this young dispatch rider.
Be was also later awarded the Victoria
cross and given a commission. It Is

things like this tbat make one proud to
belong to such an army. . ,

CHAPTER III.
Christmas tn the Trenoh.

after this I received orders
SOON

proceed by sutomoblle to Aire

and wait for Instructions. Aire

was at that time the headquarters of
the Indian contingent and 1 was anx-

ious to see the Indians tn action. After
two days' waiting there I got orders to
go to Boescheppe and report myselfor

MONTHS

An American Boy'i
Baptism of Fin

Bj WILLIAM J. ROBINSON

Cepyrltit, Utile, Brewa a Ce.

. The most graphi aeeount tf the
great war that has yet been wrtttea
aomes from the pan of a twutjr-lw- f

year-ol- d Boston boy, who hu Just re-

turn 1 from Franc, where as drasooa
- fnardiman, dispatch rtdr and motor-

car driver he served fourteen months
ndr tha British flat. Out ot thirty- - '

an motorcycle dlapatch rtdaie he waa
eve of four survivor,

stirring, investigation showed that
two Belgians were signaling to tbe
Germans in this way.

Tbe other case was even worse. One
of our police stopped an old Belgian
with a bag under bis arm and asked
him what was In It He replied that It

contained nothing but few vegetables.

Something aroused our chap's suspi
cion, and on examination be found that
It contained two pigeons with messages
giving our exact strength attached to
them. These men were taken to the
rear and shot. Tilings like this make
It very unpleasant for all concerned.

It was about this time that a new
driver waa found for tbe general's car,
so that left me without any definite
work to do. At that time, too, we bad
tbe first armored cars In action on our

part of the line. They were beautiful
machines, sixty horsepower, mounted
with machine guns or three pounders.
While I was waiting to find out what
was to become of me I made one trip
In tbe armored car that Is to say, I
went Into action with It once. Of
coune tbe gun waa worked by expert
gunners and I was simply acting as
spare driver In case anything serious
happened. The body of the car wu
covered with bullet proof steel, and It
was bullet proof too.

We dldu't get up as far as some of
the cars had been, but we got quite far
enough to suit me. What with tbe
racket our gun was making and tbe
noise of tbe bullets bouncing off our
armor plate, It was no place for a
nervous man. Tbe hard part for me
waa the inactivity, simply sitting there
and waiting In case I should be
wanted.

We didn't stay there so very long.
and I waa not sorry for It either.
That was my only trip In so armored
car, and I'm not particular about hav-

ing any more, thank you.
I was advised that the only way I

could escape belug sent back to Eng
land was to be transferred to the
army service corps. This corps, the
royal engineers and tbe royal army
medical corps, are tbe three largest
corps In tbe British army. Wben you
Join tbe A. 8. C. you are never sure
lust what you will be let In for, be
cause as a rule an A. S. C. man Is ell
(lble for general enlistment and that
means that be may be used for any
branch of the service when he Is
needed.

My luck had held good so far. and 1

decided that I might as well push It a
little bit more, and so I got transferred.
I found that I was to be attached to
tbe staff of tbe Fifth army corps, but
as that corps was not yet tn the coun

try I was used for anything that turn
ed up. ,

It became known that 1 could ride a
motorcycle, and so I was temporarily
attached aa a spare rides to motor ma
chine gun section No. S. These m

chines are simply motorcycles with
side car attached, but Instead of a nice
cushioned seat on the side car there Is
a little bucket seat for a gunner and
machine gun. Tbe' gunner and rider
are entirely tn the open, as it would be
Impossible for ao small a machine to

carry any protection. I went out ou
several practice runs, and one night
atxnit 11 o'clock we were called to take
four of tbe guns up to the trenches tn
a hurry.

I thought I bad had some thrilling
rides In my time, but I never Imagined
anything to equal that one. We car
ried no lights and bad to fly through
the Inky blackness, guessing at the
road. Several times we got stuck and
my mate and I dragged tbe machine
out ot the ditch aud flew on again.

Eventually we reached the place on
the Menln road known as "hell fire cor
ner," and I think the name must have
been given It from Its condition that
night As the ijtar shells went up tbe
whole place would be almost as light
as day. The Germans were shelling
the road and tbe air was filled with
all kinds of missiles.

That road was literally a death trap,
and bow so many came out without be-bi- g

touched Is one of the mysteries tbat
never can be explained. We could bear
two of the guns which had got there
before us In action further up the road.
We continued to feel our way along
until we came to where our otllw was

WILLIAM J. ROilNIONn
IF was soon after tB& that the Ger-

mane IP tQelr ,orcM ,0'e,her ,n0
made their attack on our position!

outbid ot Tpres. I wu In the town
wLen tba first abella landed, and toe

panic tbey created was eometnlna; ter-

rible to witness.
Men, women and children seemed to

have but one Idea, and that waa to get
out aa quickly as possible. Old women

would go staggering along with tbelr
belongings tied in each end of a bed

sheet and the whole thing slung around
their nect The streets were crowded
with them. Men were driving pigs and
chickens before tnem and the women

leading and carrying children. The
roads were Uttered with dead and dy-

ing, wounded horses screaming tbelr
horrible scream and kicking. The din
waa terrlhla Shells would burst In the
roads choked with people, but the mo-

mentary gap would Immediately Oil

and the paulc stricken people would

sweep over tbelr own dead.
At the time I couldn't seem to real-li- e

what was happening. I felt numb
all orer, but with an awful terror Grip-

ping me, and I longed to turn and fly.

""ft! t

While Shells Continued Soreaming Over

Us, They Were Bursting In the Town.

1 remember seeing my officer coming,
so I got out aud sturted the engine.
There were two bones standing Just
behind the car, aud as the officer went
to step In a piece of shell cut one of
these hones In two.

Aa soon as we were clear of the
town we were all right, for, while the
abella continued screaming over us.

they were still bursting In the town.
This was the beginning of the first

battle of Ypres. In which the little
Seventh division did the seemingly Im-

possible. Day and night the Germans

poured shells Into us, and still we held

on, Tben tbelr artillery fire would
alacken, and they would hurl their su-

perior numbers against our "contempt-lbl- e

little army" tn a vain endeavor to
crush us b sheer weight, as it were.

The enemy seemed to rise out of the

ground aud sweep toward us like a

great tidal wave, but our machine

guns poured steel Into them at the
rate of 000 shots per minute, and they'd
go down like grass before the scythe.
If they did reach our lines at all they
never went back to tell about It

It la my honest opinion that a man
tn action goes temporarily Insane, for
were it not so how could any man con-

tinue to work a gun that was sending
hundreds of his fellow creatures Itfto a

heap of groaning,
'
squirming death?

That Is exactly what was happening.
The Germans were climbing over heaps
of tbelr own dead only to meet the
same fate. themselves. Tbe deeds of
valor which have escaped notice around
the Ypres salient would fill at least one

large book.
With the end of the first battle of

Tprea our division retired to a village
called ft Jean Capelle. While the Bel-

gian civilians had been ao nice to us oo

the way down from Ostend I am sorry
to say that we found them exactly the
opposite here. We had not been in the
town three hours before we had three
Belgian peasants arrested and convict
ed of espionage.

There was a windmill on a bill just
back of the village, and aome one no
ticed that as soon as we entered the
village this windmill started to go, al- -

UmtM there wnsnjt, a lives' ofjlr

The Gurkhas Pray to Thair Koorkree,
Most Murderous Looking Knife.

tlona sre governed by It Their belief
In warfare Is to ask no quarter and to

give none. Tbey will tight until tbe last
gasp.

The Gurkhas pray to tbelr koorkree,
the most murderous looking knife I

ever saw. They never draw that knife
unless tbey spill blood, aud If you
want to see one of tbe weapons you
must let them cut your finger before

you may look at It These Gurkbas are

supposed to be the best fighters of any
of the Indian troops, and In recognition
of this fact tbelr pay is Just t half

penny a day less than that of tbe white
soldier.

The Sikh places caste above every-

thing. Be will not drink from any-

thing that has been used by a white
man. for if be did he would lose caste.
If be happens to be eating and a white
man's shadow falls across the Sikh's
food be will starve rather than touch It

again.
Thejndlans got along very well with
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Wind Up the Watch on tbe Rhine."
You can bet that that phonograph was
filled full of lead hi short order.

During tbe few weeks directly after
Christmas I was In tbe trenches Just
south of Ypres most of tbe time. Wben
on duty in the daytime it was not so

bad, but tbe nights were awful. The
Germans had the advantage over us
In that tbelr trenches were on higher
ground, and tbey drained all tbe water
down Into our own. We bad only
buckets to ball with, and It was very
slow work, as well as dangerous.
Then, too, tbe cold weather Increased
our troubles.

I notice In my diary, which I kept
from time to time, that I entered an

Incident which shows our state. I will

quote youjustjyhatj, wrote:
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