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The Thrill and the Hell of

Ihe Trenches, Described
by an American Boy.

Sergeant Alexander McClintock of Lex-

ington, Ky., and the Canadian Army Has

Gripping Tale That Every American Will

Read, For He Telli the Fact Unadorn-

ed. Wounded, a Distinguished Conduct

always hear the "heavy stuff" coming,
iiii'l we aiil little l i n to It, aa It

iiM-- in effort to reach ( bat-tor- ii

Imi k f our line. The r old
t in of liiiikii'iiiiM'li got the full U-t- i

ctit it it Whi-- a Midi would shriek

its way owt. (.dine one would say.
"There goes the express for IMnkie-tiUM-b.- "

ami a couple of second later,
when some prominent landmark of
IHiikichusch would disintegrate will) a

loud dcloiiiitii.ii. Home one else would

remark :

"Train's arrived !"

Aliout the only amusement we had

during our lout! stay in t lie front
trenches was to sit with our nark

against the rear null and shoot at the
rats running along the paniet Poor

Macfarliine, with a flash of tlie old hu-

mor which he hail liefore the war, told
a "rookie" that the trench rata were
no big that he saw one of thein trying
on his greatcoat. They used to run
over our face when we were sleeping
in our dugouts, and I've seen them In
rH venous swarms burrowing Into tbe

r ft Medal Man, He Was Invalided Home,

fK but Is Going "Out There" Again to Fight
v fc i Allies. An InFor Uncle Sara and His

Those who seek rest and sa
shore recreation, will find abund-

ant opportunity at New port.

Ample hotel accommodations

cottages or camping arrangements.

spiring, Intere'ting, Personal Narrative,

Full of the Spirit and Atmosphere of the

Trenches.

tew men In the lire trench' Tf an at-

tack Is coming In rtuviight there's al- -

' plenty of lime to gel ready foi
It At night we kept repan'd foi

trouble all the time lul a nlglr.
sen-r- on each tiring step and a mar

silting at his feel lo watch him to see

he wasn't secret I sub ed Then we
had a senlrv in each "tiv" of the
trench to take messages

orders didn't permit tlie man on the
tiring step or the man wiit'hhig him

to Ichvc iiohI on h ii v evuse whatever

during their two hour "spell" of duty.
Hanging on a string, at the dhow of

Low Round
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Trip Fares
Each Direction

Ask our nearest agent for folder. "Newport" or write
John M. Scott, General Passenger Agent

Southern Pacific Lines

each seiitij on the tire step was a ' tlle l"'1"' of H'est uppronch of the
siren whistle i an ctuptv shell case t ' rt lorries to carry In rations,
and a hit of lrn wiih which to ham- - ammunition and sand I nigs to the front
met on it. This, whichever It might trenches. We had a lot of trouMe re-

lic, was for the purpose of spreading tuniinj; with our loads. Passing n

Pdnt which was called Shrapnel Cor-Als- othe alarm in - use of a uns attack.
we Iciil sciiines In "listeniiiL' m'r' ''wn" the CJeiinans had precise

SERGEANT McCLINTOCK.

No. 2. The Bomb

Raid

II) Scrgeanl Aleiandcr WiClintutk,
' C. M.. Mb (Merman Call..

Canadian tiren. Guards.

CniiyilKht, ISU, by tlie Hell (Sy-
ndicate, Inc.

KitjchhI Mrl'lmtmk w tin Amirutin
bun o lA'jinytiin, A'., ulm hut Keen

riicc in trumx, wan ihvniutul or

hiun ry, unundi l. mi iikc (( hnmv and
nuw l nlurniiKj In Mice u cum

7 n il the ttirund urlivUi in Ihe

4(r(c. In the tunt aituU hv cn(j-

ti him Irtiinmy up Ui the i,uint white
he fftfcit ( Ihe Irunt line liim hvt.

we took our position iu tlie
WIIK.N line trenches In llelgliiiu

we relieved he Twenty-sixt-

( anadlan liattiiliou Scouts lioin that
oigiuilziiiii n a nil- lii' k to tlie villages
ol lliukicliiiscli uuil Itciiiiinlielst lo
tell us how (jlml tliey were to see Us

and lo show us I lie iva.v iu As we

pioceeded oveihiud, licfoie reaching
the ii ii ti eie lies al the

front, these senilis paid us Ihe hospita
tile iitlciitii.ii due slumbers that is.

one of them lending a platoon, would

say:
Next 'Jimi yards in midline gun

range Keep ipiiet, don I run and he
icnd.v lodrop iiil' k If you are warned."

There was one scout to each platoon,
uuil ne followed him single lile. most
ot Hie lime ah lig loads or well worn

hi t lis. hut soineiiiiies thioiuh thickets
mill rugged liculs lici now and then
the sioiil ould yell al us to drop
and douu we'd go on our stoina lis

while away oil in the distance we
could hear tlie "put-put- ' ol machine

trims. Hie liist sound of hostile tiring
thai had eei reached our cars

"Its all right." siiid the scout

"They haven I seen u or got track of
us They're Just liring on suspicion "

Nevertheless when our various pla
toons had all got Into tlie trout reserve
trendies, al aliout tvxo hours al'ier mid-

night, we learned Hint tlie first lilood
of our I'litliilion hud U'cn spilled Two
men had hcen wounded though neither
fnlnlly Our own stretcher hearers
took our wounded hack to the field

hospital at I linkiehiiscli Tlie men of
the Tweuly-sixtl- i hatlallon spent (lie
rest ol the night liislnictlm: us and
then left us to hold Ihe position We
were as nervous as a lot ol cuts, and
It seemed lo me that the (iernians
must certainly know that tliev could

shallow grav of the dead. Most of
the soldier1 legs are scarred to tbe
jllePS wp,h bites,

Tlie one ,, of ,vl)1(,h we c,msfnnt.
... .... ... ... ..,.,. ,

, W)ke , ,,, ll(Uk, of ,,,

In a cold sweat dreaming that 1 heard
the clutter and whistle Mowing all

along the Hue which meant that the
gas was coining. And finally I really
did hear tlie terrifying sound. Just at
a moment when It couldn't have sound-
ed worse. I was In charge of the daily
ril,i,'n st'"t l""'k ul,,,ut tel1 "lilt's

rttlW of w "cr t'Kt l" nrn- -

cl''"e K"11 "''e alltl hud to lie on our

"tonmclia for twenty minutes, during
which we lost one num. wounded. I

sent him hack and went on with my
party, only to run into another machine,
gun shower a half mile further on.
While we were lying down to escape
this a concealed Hiitisu battery of
five Inch jams, about which we know

nothing, opened up right over our
beads. It shook us up and scared us so
that some of our party were now worse
off than tlie man who had been bit and
carried to the rear. We finally got to

gether and went on When we were
about a mile luliind the reserve trench,
stumbling in the dark through tlie Inst
aid most dangerous path overland, we
heard a lone siren whistle, followed by
a wave of metallic hainnieiiug and wild

tooting which seemed to spread over
all of Belgium a mile ahead of us. All

any of us could suy was:
"(.ias!"

All you could see In the dark was a
collection of white and frightened
faces Kvery trembling; finger seemed
awkward us a thumb as we got out our
gas masks and helmets and put them
on. following directions as nearly as
we could. I ordered the men to sit
still and sent two forward to notify
me from headquarters when tlie gas
ularin was over. They lost their way
mid were not found for two days. We
sat there for an hour, and then I ven-

tured to take my mask off As nothing
happened, I ordered the men to do the
same. lien we got into the trenches

.tU ur ,,iM.kia we follm tl)llt tm, ps
alarm had been one of Fritz's Jokes.
Tlie first sirens had been sounded In

tue (ierinan Hues, and there hudn't
been any gas.

Our ineii evened tilings up with the
Germans, however, the next night
sme of our scouts crawled clear up
to the German barbed wire, ten yards

front of the enemy fire trench, tied
emPtv lam tins tu the barricade and

along a mile of their line. They tired
a $10,000 salute and lost a night's sleep
over the noise made by the discarded
iMiitnliiors f a tthilliiiRs' worth of Jam.
It was a good tonic for tlie Tommies.

The Prince of Wales.

A few days alter this a very young
officer passed me In a trench while 1

Was sltliliL' on n lire si en writiixr n

letter. 1 noticed that he had the red
tabs of a staff otlicer on bis tin I form,
but I paid no more attention to him
than that. Xo compliments, such as
sal.ites to otllcers, are paid In the
trenches. After he had passed one of
the men asked me If I didn't know

be was. I said I didn't.
"Why, you d fool." he said, "that's

tbe Prince of Wales!"

When the little prince came back I

stood to salute him. He returned tbe
salute with a grave smile and passed
on lie was quite alone, and 1 was
told afterward that he made these
trips through the trenches just to show
tbe men that be did not consider him-

self better than any other soldier. The
heir of England was certainly taking
nearly tlie same chance of losing bis
inheritaiK e that we weie

After we 'mil bi'i if ;'' fro'if lino

Hosts." at various m.iuls fiom Iwenlv
to tilt.v .vniils out in "No Man's l.aud."
These men lilackened ilicir faces he- -

fine the.i went "over tlie top" and then

lay In shell holes or natural hollows.
There was always two of them, a hay- -

ouei man and a il r from tlie

listening post a wire ran hack lo tlie
lire trench lo he used In signaling In
tlie it'cndi a mini sat with this wire

wrapped around Ids hand. One pull
meant "All O K." two pulls, "I'm
coming In.' three pulls. "Knemy iu

That Syitem Worked First Rats
With Us.

sight," and fmn pulls. "Sound gas
alarm.' The lire step iu a trench Is a
shelf on which soldiers stand to look

out and shoot heiween the sand bags
"

In addition lo these men. we had I'll- -

irols and scouts out Iu "No Man's
Ijind tlie greater part of tlie night,
Willi orders to gain any Information
possible which might be of value to
battalion, brigade, divlsii r general
headipnirters They reported on the
condition f tlie Germans' b ulled wire.
tlie location of machine gnus ami olh- -

I've seen men stand on one foot for
the thirty seconds during which a star
shell will burn Then when scouts or

patrols met In "No Man's Land" they
always lui'l io ngin it out with bayo-
nets One single shot would he the
signal for artillery tire and would
mean the almost instant annihilation
of the men on both, sides of the tight
I'nder the necessities of this war tnaliv
of our men have been killed by our
own shell tire

The Daylight Hour.

At a little before daybreak came
"stand-to,- when everybody got but-

toned up and ready for business he--

cause at that hour most attacks begin,
and also that was the regular time for
a dose of "morning and evening hate,"
otherwise a good, live'y lift ecu minutes
of shell tire. We had some casualties
every morning and evening, and the
stretcher bearers usimI lo get ready for
them as a regular matter of course,
For tifteen minutes at dawn and dusk
the Germans used to send over "whiz-bangs.-

"coal Imxes" and iniueuwer-fer-

(shells from trench inortarsi in
such a generous way that It looked as
If they liked to siioot 'em off, whether
l hey. hit HnytMiiior not, lou could

tTinTli6 Codal "be sure 'of huffing" the
dough and digging It up The grave
and serious manner of our otllcers,
however, the exhaustive care with
which we were drilled and, more than
all, the approach if tlie time when we
were to "go over the top" drove all
sport out of our in'lnds, and I tun say
for myself that the very thought of
the undertaking as tlie fatal night
drew near sent shivers up and down
my spine.

A bombing rnld. something originat-
ed iu warfare by the Canadian, Is not
Intended for the purpose of holding
ground, hut to guiu Information, to do
as much damage as possible nnd to

keep the enemy in a state of nervous-
ness. In this particular raid tbe chief
object was lo gain Information. Our
high command wanted to know what
troops were opposite us and what
troops had been there. We were ex-

pected to get this Information from
prisoners and from buttons and papers
off of tlie Germans we might kill. It
was believed that troops were being

We Rehearsed That Raid i Carefully
at a Company of Star Actors.

relieved from the big tent show up at
the Sonime and sent to our side show
In Belgium for rest. Also it was sus-

pected that artillery was being with-
drawn for tbe Soniiue. Especially we
were anxious to bring back prisoners.

Iu civilized war a prisoner can be
compelled to tell only his uume. rank
and religion. But this Is uot a civilized
war, and there are ways of making
prisoners talk. One of tbe most ef-

fective ways quite humane is to tie
a prisouer fast." bead and foot, aud
tbeu tickle his bare feet with a feather.
More severe measures have frequently
been used-t- be water cure, for

I'm bound to say that
nearly all tbe German prisoners I saw
were quite loquacious and willing to
talk, and the accuracy of their Infor-
mation, wheu later eouflruicd by raids,
was surprising. The Iron discipline
which turus them Into mere children
in the presence of their otllcers seemed
to make them subservient and obedient
to tbe officers who commanded us. I
mean, of course, the privates. In this
way the system worked agauist tbe
fatherland. Captured German otllcers.
especially Prussians, were a nasty lot
We never tried to get Information from
them, for we knew they would lie, hap-
pily and very Intelligently-w- ell In-

structed tn tbe art
At last came the night when we were

to go "over the top." across Xo Man's
Land, and have a frolic with Fritz In
his own happy home. I am endeavor-
ing to he as accurate and truthful as
possible, hi these stories, of my soldier- -

fifteen cays we received orders to
make a bombing raid Sixty volun-

teers were asked for, and the whole

fore"' wwrmr a

Whan thu Little Prince Came Back I

Stood to Salute Him.

battalion offered I was lucky or
--enough to he among the sixty

who were chosen want to tell you
in detail about this bombing raid, so
that yon cuu understand what a thins
may really amount to that gets only
thru' lines or perhaps nothing at nil
in the olliclul dispatches, and. besides
that, it may help some of the young
men who read this to know something
a little later aliout bombing.

Tlie sixty of us chosen to execute the
raid were taken twinty miles to tbe
rear lor a week's Instruction practice.
Having only a slight Idea of what we
were going to try to do, we felt very
jolly about the whole enterprise start-

ing off. We were camped In an old
barn, with several special Instruction
otllcers in charge. We hud oral In-

struction the first day, while suppers
dug and built an exact duplicate of tlie
section of the German trenches which
we were to raid that Is. It was exact
except for a few details. Certain
"skeleton trenches" In the practice sec-

tion were dug simply Jo fool the Ger-

man aviators. If a photograph taken
back to German headquarters had
shown an exact duplicate of a German
trench section suspicion might have
been aroused and our plans revealed.
We were constantly warned about tbe
skeleton trenches and told to remem-
ber that they did not exist In the Ger-

man section where we were to operate.
Meanwhile our practice section was
changed a little several times, because
aerial photographs showed that tbe
Germans had been renovating and
making some additions to the trenches
in which we were to have our frolic
with them.

We bad oral Instruction, ruojtly dur-

ing the day, because we didn't dare let
the German aviators see us practicing
a bomb raid: All night long, sometimes
until 2 or 3 o'clock In the morning, we
rehearsed that raid. Just as carefully
as a company of star actors would re-

hearse a play. At first there was a dis-

position to have sport out of it
"Well," some chap would say, roll-

ing Into the buy all tired out. "1 got
killed six times tonight S'pose lt'U
be eight times tomorrow night."

One man Insisted that be bad discov-
ered In one of our aerial photographs
a German burying money, and be care-

fully examined eai. h uew .picture, so

come over and walk right through us. 'r little things like Hint which might then, after attaching sninll telephone
bill oulside of a few casualties from be of Interest in some commanding wires to tlie barbed strands, crawled
sniping, such as the one that befell ollleer twenty miles back Also they back to our trenches. When thev start-th- e

Fourteenth platoon num. which I were ordered pi make every effort to ed pulling the telephone wires tlio
have told aliout. nothing very alarming capture any of the enemy's scouts or empty tins made a clatter right under
happened the tirst day and night, and patrols, so that we coii d L'et informa- - Fritz's nose. Immediately the Germans
by that time we had got steady on our lion lioin them. One of the Interesting opened up with all their machine gun
Job. We held tlie position for twenty moments in this work cnine when a and rifle tire, began iKimliiiig the spot
six (lavs, which Is ilie lonucst period star shell caught you out In an open from which tlie noise came and sent
thai any Canadian or I'.rilish spot. If you moved yon were gone, up "S 0 S" signals for artillery fire
tiou has ever remained In a front line
trench

Iu none of the stories I've read have
I ever seen trench lighting as it was
carried on in Belgium nileiualely

Vou see von can t net much
ot an Idea alioui a Ihiuu like that in ilk

tnu a ipilck tour of ihe trenches under
ollicial illrtMioti and escort as the

tievvspuper nnd magazine writers do
I couldii l undertake lo tell anv thing
worth while about the big Issues of the
war but I can describe how soldiers
have to learn lo right In the trenches
and I think a good iniiuv of our young
fellows have I hut to learn now "Over
there" they don't talk of peace or
even ot tomorrow Thev sli back and
take It.

We always held Ihe tire trench as

llghllv as possible because it is a
demonstrated fact tlun the front ditch

cannot be sin-- i essfov dctended In

determined attink I lie thins.' we did

and I lie thing to do Is to be ready to

Jump on to the oiiemv as soon us he

has L'ot Into voiii front lien h and Is

righting on ground that vou know and

he doesn't and knock so many kinds

of tar out of him that he ll have to pull
bis load for a spot that Isn't so warm

That svsteui worked tirst rate with us

Luring ihp-da.- we had onh a very


