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Monmouth
Meditations
I

The sidewalk man is beginning to |

get busy.

A year ago this week the cherries
were preparing to blossom,

|

Junior Day, 1917, will not be reck- |
oned among the least of them.

This is the week when the con-
scientious Biddy is busy producing |
Easter eggs.

A year in Monmouth has con-
vinced the meditator that Nature is |

considerably partial to this section. |

Judging from the growth made
the past week it will be some time |
before the local potato crop is ready
to harvest.

With nineteen soldiers, rookies
and veterans, in the national guard,
Monmouth has done something to
help give us an army.  But it is apt
to do more before that five hundred
thousand is enlisted.

Prospects for shipbuilding look
good for some years to come. So
many craft have been sunk or de-
stroyed that it will take some time
to catch up again,  Ship building
has been an important industry in
the northwest and is apt to become
more important,

People to whom the European
war seemed foolish and unnecessary
when it started nearly three years|
ago, are beginning to realize that it
will have results in the reduction of
caste and social standing in all the
nations engaged n it. So with
these occasional wet days that are
so irritable, they are producing
arguments  for those pood rbad
bonds that are to be voted on next
June,

It might be possible to beat the
proposed  debt himitation l.h.!l"ll’l‘l
amendment once but it will pass.
eventually., It must pass for the
ity can not keep house without it
If defeated the first time, it will pass |
on & second attempt and then the
re-action is apt to raise the limita. |
tion, for 5 per cent is low, -\u)|
council which can contract a new |
debt can legalize an old one.  There |
you have the whole thing in a nul-!

shell. (

There are a number of reasons

present trouble is non-partisan. |yre, it also has other pracucal uses,
Roosevelt in the van of our armyrFor instance, if there were no cats
would do more to make foreign we are assured there could be no
countries believe we are in earnest| fiddle strings. The killing of such
'than any other one thing we might| a large number of cats as is advo-
do. 'cated by the Journal would result in
|a glut of the fiddle string market, |
Ithas been said that when the followed by a scarcity. To avoid
people of the state understand them | this we suggest that the Journal
they will favor the road bonds. It work out a practical method for con- |
has been demonstrated that they scn‘ing the fiddle string supply to
will not add burden to the tax pay- gee that nothing is wasted. This ac-

ler. We have tried the old plan of | complished, let the slaughter begin. |
{building a bit at a time and it has|-

not worked. The present road agi- | "Uniﬁumn of Regulation ls Essential” |
tation in Oregon is an echo of simi- | plete, Harmanious, Conwistent |
lar moves in other parts of the -nd Related Systam Nudul—l'dml

|lm|t.m Good roads are being built |
by the bond plan, done in a syste- |
|matic manner, by men who have!
'made a specialty of road making
and who build roads to last. Good
roads in Polk county will make
|farming more attractive and will|
add actual, if not speculative value |
i to the farms of the county. There
is no reason why hard surface roads

[built in Polk county should not be |

permanent. Where the ground is

[ not subject to freezing and thawing,

the great disturbing element of oth:

Ler sections, the roads will last for a

{long time. Why should we not have
good roads as well as bad ones. We|
[live but once and while traveling

|back and forth we might as well| wurt on the Adamson law, bhanded

have hard roads to travel on as
glosh around in the mud. Eastern
Oregon is practically unanimous for |
good roads, There is no reason
why the Willamette valley should
not he likewise,

One of the best features of the
Spanish-American war was the way
in which North and South took ad
vantage of the opportunity to dem:
onstrate that the scars of the Civil
war had been healed. General
Wheeler shared the honors with
northern born men and the wave of
patriotism that united all sections
of the country was inspiring to
share in. 5o, at the present time,
although many have disagreed as to
sufficiency of cause, now that war
18 determined on there will arise a
similar condition to demonstrate
that Americans are one people, If
the administration is big enough to
realize that where all sorts and con
ditions are depended on to defend
the flag, all corners of the body
politic must be respected, we will
see a demonstration decisive enough
to convince any one that there is no
hyphen as far as American citizen-
ship 15 concerned.  From now on, it
1s the duty of Americans to put
forth their best efforts to help this
pation win. Help can be given in
many ways. The youth and strong-
er men can take their share in
active duty on the firing line and

¢ there is also a prominent part to be

played in the more quiet avenues of
commerce. A great general said
that an army crawled on its stomach
and if it is not fed it can not fight,
Growing food in times of war is as
important as fighting and all can
enlist in this sort of work. The
| harvest of next fall is being planned

\now and it is a mark of patriotism

to see that the harvest be as large
as possible,

The Ladies' Home Journal which
| has waged successful war on patent
medicine advertising' and similar
grievances, now comes to the front
in favor of a crusade on cats.  The
management of the Journal has

| been doing some investigating and

fup and suspend the operation of the

why it would be good policy to al- has found that something like a
low Roosevelt to raise an army to million song birds are killed by cats
take to Europe. In the first place, each year which would, had their
it would facilitate the raising of careers not been thus suddenly
soldiers for enlistment would be terminated, have eaten about a bill-
easy and there would be hundreds ion worms, bugs and bacteria and
and thousands wha would volunteer the world would have been that
to be included therein. In the sec- | much better off. The Journal sug-
ond place, the effect abroad would  gests a national law that each cat
be salutary. No other American is|allowed to arch its back and purr
as well known abroad as is Roose- | must have a license and a bell about
velt. His name would add strength | its neck and that it no longer be
to our allies and confusion to our permitted to prance with deft and
enemies. His knowledge is compre- | joyous tread upon the ridgeboard of
hensive and his judgment good. the roof but must be kept in con-
Vast numbers of Americans who finement at night. While it is ac:
denounced the views of Roosevelt| knowledged that the cat is a music-
last summer are sharing those same  al animal and is highly entertaining
views today, It would be a good when engaged in solo or duet per- |
political move for the success of allurmam.es and a feline quartette is|
United America depends on a calculated to inspire one to thoughts |
practical demonstration that this'of assassination and vindictive tort- ||

Incorporation of Railroads by Gener
| al Law Favored.

Washlugton, March .E&o-newpm:slbll-

Ity for the rallway development of the |
couutry, for providing nécessary trans |
portation favilities to care for the grow- |
lng buslness and population of the |
country, uow rests largely with con- |
| gress wnd not entirely with the rall:
roud munugers, This was the state
mit of Judge Robert 8. Lovert. chalr.
wan of the executive committee of the
j Unlon Paclfic system, to the Newlands
| Jolut congressional commilttee when
| thut body resumed its lonqguiry loto
the subject of rallrond regulation this
week,

In making this statement of the
chauged conditlions of the rallroad sit-
]ull.llllll Judge Lovett undoubtedly had
|l mind the dedsion of the supreme

Ldown last week, which estabilsbes the

| rlight of the federal goveruwment to fix
rublvoud wages aud (o peevent strikes.
This declsion Is reganded by railroad-
e nind fww vers us warkiog sn epoch
e the development of trausportation
i the Cuited Stites,

“We have our share of respousibil
ity,” sald Judge Lovett, "but It rests
primarily vu congress. When the gov.
ertment regulates the rates and the
tusncinl admbulstetion of the rall-
tonds, the borrowing of money and the
Issuntee of secuvities it relleves the
ritlroud officers of the responsibility of
providing aud developing transporta:
Lion systems, except within the Hmits
uf the vevenue that enn be realized from
Such rutes and under such restrictions,

“For & country such as ours, for a
people situated us we ure, to blunder
wlong with w series or unreluted. Incon.
slstent, coullleting statutes enucted by
diferent  states without  velutlon to
vl other, instead of providing a com.
plete and carelully studied and pre
pared system of regulation for a busi
vess that 18 so vital (o the fe of the
Butlon, s worse than folly.”

He summed up thie preseut problems
ddd dimeniehies of the radleoads as fol
lows:

Flest,<The  woltiplleity of - pegula
thous Ly the severu) stutes with respect
to the Issue of securities, nvolving de
lays and contlicting state policies gen:
eradly  dangerons dud  possilily disas
tros,

Second, ~The  stute  regulution’ of
futes do such w wanner as to undualy
eduee revennes, to diseriainate in
vor of lovalitles and shippers wighin
Its own borders us sgainst localities
and shippers In other states and to dis
turb and disartioge the structure of
luterstinte rutes,

Third. ~The luabllity of the Inter
state Commerce Commission, whoeyer
the commissioners may be, 1o perform
the wvast dotles devolving upon It un
der existing Mws, resulting ln deluy—
which should vever oveur in commer
vlal marters—und compelling the com-
missloners to avcept the concluslons of
thelr employess us towl In deciding
mutters of great lmportance to the
cowmercial and rallrond interests of
the country,

‘ourth.=The practical legality that
bus been acconded conspirncles to te

rulirouds of the country by steikes snd
violence and the ubsence of any law
1 compel the settlement of such dis-
putes by arbitration or other judiclal
mionns, ss all vther lssues between elti-
tens o civilized states are to be set-
thed.

Fifth.~The phenomendl increase In
the taxation of vallronds in recent |
yeurs.

Sixth.—The cumulative effect of
these  conditions upon the investing
public. to which rallrond companles
must look for the caplial necessary (o |
contlnve development.

“We belleve that the uniication of
regulation 15 essentinl,” sald Judge
Lovett, “aud that with the rapld in
crease of state commisslons i recent ‘
years congress will In thme be com- |
pelled to exerclse it power In the
premises. To unify regulation there
should be a complete, harmonious, con- [
wstent and related system. We be |
lleve the best, Il not the only practical
plan, I8 the federnl mcorporation of
rallroads by genersl law. which will
mike (ncorporation theteunder tom- |
pulsors, thus lmpostug on all rallroad |
compauies  throughout the United !
States the same corporate powers and |
restrictions with respect to thelr fuan
clal operations and the same dutles
{and obligations to the public and the
mmmmenhmthat every Investor will |
know precisely what every rilroad
corporation may and may not lawfully
do."
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The Roof Over Your Head
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Made of the best materials, well seasoned, if prop-
etly put on they will last for years. Same way with
our lumber. It is the best and for that reason, the
cheapest to use.

tﬁj
U
will be a good one if itis made of our shingles.
0

Willamette Valley Lumber Co.

Phone Main202. - -  Monmouth, Oregon
@ e i [1] o s [, 8

Monmouth Transfer and
Feed Stable

All kinds of transferring done promptly
and on short notice

FRANK SKEEN, Proprietor.
Monmouth, - . Oregon
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The Valley Electrical Shop
Lighting Fixtures and Supplies

WIRING

Estimates cheerfully furnished free. All work guaranteed to

atund city inspection, We do contract work, Phone trouble
and we will come. In with Phillips” jewelry store.
H. D. Clements Main 4021. Independence
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fé Books, Popular Fiction,
§ Magazines, Periodicals,

Subscriptions taken.
We can match any clubbing offer.

WALKER'S Book Store
DD I I DI NN
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i MONMOUTH DAIRY :
¢ J. M. Mc DONALD, Prop- g
4

§ INSPECTED BY STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

+*

§ Come and see our fine herd of Jer-

¢ sey Cows and clean, sanitary barn

4 *»
:

¢ Phone 2405 MONMOUTH, ORE. E
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C. G. GRIFFA,

Plumber and Steam Fitter.

Carries In Stock

Bath Tubs, Toilet Fixtures and all kinds of Plumb-
ers' Supplies, nickel-plated or otherwise.
All orders attended to promptly and work guaranteed.

MONMOUTH, - OREGON




