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War, Ancient and Modern

Could one, on the following
considerations, base an opinion
worth while as to how long the
present world confliet can last:

(1o be found anywhere any rem-

'struggle long after the term of |
| their apparent exhaustion s
reached,  But, considering the
‘unprvmluutrri extravagance of
[the human fighting material
now oblaining, where iz there

nant of such material that can
last beyond the coming summer?

This war is probably unpre-
cedented in history in the nuw- |
Our ecivil|
war song run, “We are coming,
Father Abraham, three hundred :
thousand strong:” and our for-|
bears thought that “a mighty
]in.-t.'] pe indeed it was. But
Germany alome, in area suma-!
thing about one tenth that of
our Northern States, has been
furnishing at least ten fold those
three hundred thousand men,
already used up or fighting or
i reserve,  Nuapoleon's mlj;{lu-1I
1est army, that which was dis-|
sipated in and after Moscow, |
excoeded somewhat two hund red |

her of men engaged,

thousand men; for that number|
of Frenchmen one must
redd in excess of two millinn.|
What o handful were Welling-
tou's troops to those English
now fighting or in

now |

reserve
Italy’s forces are computed to
exceed at least a million. All
these estimates are surely con-
servative, possibly to the point
of error. One reads that up to
February 15th last some six
million men huve been put out
of action (killed, wounded or
missing—and for missing one
ean generally read “killed”) in
the various Enropean spheres of
campaigning.

Used up, or fighting, or in re.
serve!  And of what quality are
now in lurge part those reserves?
It is the pititullest thing in this
most pitiful of all wars, the
pictures one sees of the adoles.
cents—the youths not wuch
more than parted from their
mothers’ side, that are now in
training.  Napoleon wanted no
reeruits under twenty-two. In
180% he had to take from ex-
hausted France what he could
get, and hali his army were un-
der twenty; wherefore, all the
hospitals his side, of Vienna
were packed with his sick, while
his lines of march were strewn
with hisincapacitated. Raglan,
in the Crimea, though terribly
in need of reinforcements, pre-
ferred to wait rather than have

“lads” sent him; “the last were|Franciseo bay and received, the
80 young that they fell \'ictims’disu\nce covered being 2,500
to disease and were sweopt away | miles, The next day, another

like fies” And, on the other
hand, are those pictures of men
over forty who have been en-
rolled or have been ordered to
prepare for the call.  Bald grey-
templed, with pouching under-
lids, men with undistributed
middles, as the logicians say;
men in whom the degenerations
are latent and bound to flourish
like life-throttling weeds under
such conditions as now obtain
in European trenches. These
men, living temperately and
under peace conditions, would
probably attain their three score

‘g-rlwrnl state of the

{of an empire which civilization
[has ever considered the most

JIulu. 4,600 miles away.

Iu the immortal history which
Gibbon gave the world in 1781
he wrote: “If we review this
imperial
forces; of the cavelry as well as
the infantry; of the legions, the
auxilinries, of the guards, of the
navy; the most liberal compu-
tation will not allow us to fix the
entire establishment by sea and
by land at more thun four hun-
dred and fifty thousand; a mil-
itary force which, however for-
midable, was equaled by a mon-
urch of the last century, whose
kingdam was contined within a
single province of the Romun
Empire” Such was the foree

militant in history, through the
many centuries of whose ex:
istence its Temple of Janus was
but twice closed; such was its
force at 4 time when the nigt
lest of empires comprised practi-
cally all the then known world,
from Britain and the Danube's
sources south to Ethiopia, from
the Western Ocean—the At
luntic—to the Euphrates; an
aren exceeding one million, six
hundred thousand square miles
of the most fertile and probably
the most populous regions then
known.  And Gibbon further
preguantly observed regarding
the ern of Lonis XIV: “It
must be remembered that
Frunce still feels that extraordi-
nary effort.” If Gibbon was
right, what centuries will it not
tuke all Europe to regain the
life and the vitality this cosmic
struggle is now costing her.—
Scientific American.

Surfeited With Wonders

. Three great achievements
have just been chalked up to the
credit of the wireless, A station
on the [llinois shore of Lake
Michigan has established com-
munication with both the At
[lantic and  Pacific  consts.
| Wednesday, a wireless teleplione
message was sent from Wash-
ington to Mure Island in San

| wireless telephone message ecar-
ried from Washington to Hono-

These achievements make
that 1844 demonstration of the
Morse telography between
Washington and Baltimore o
vary puny and feeble effort at
using God's gifts to his children.
Yet Morse startled the world.
The news of it roused excite-
ment and caused discussion
everywhere. Nations hastened
to decorate Morse and his coun-
trymen, who previously had
ridiculed him, struggled to do

or three score and teu or even

him honor. We accept great!

again for the coming of Christ.
He i3 to make appearance at the
fall of Constantinople to allied
armies and that city is to fall
before the snow flies. We are
rather inelined to think that
their prophets have been look-
ing throngh crovked glasses and :
were not in touch with the di-|
vine revealer of secrete. Con-|
stantinople may or may not full |
but it is not written that the
Christ will come at that time, |

The Carranza Goverument |
has been recoguized in Mexico
which means that Villa's star
18 fast setting.  Mexican affuirs
have largely dropped out of the
public mind since the European
war broke out but it will be gooil
news if Mexico settles down to

PANAMA-PACIFIC EXPOSITION
San Francisco

This wonderful Exposition closes Dee, 4th
Don't Miss It

Lest you always look back to 1915 with regret

Scenic Shasta Route

Through the wonderful Valleys of the Wil
lamette, the Sacrnmento, the Umpqun and
the Hogue offers exceptional diversion,

Low ﬁound Trip Fares

Full particulars with copy of booklet **Wayside
Notes, Shasta Route" or **California and Its Two
World xpositions”” on application nearest agent,

SOUTHERN PACIFIC

John M. Scott, General Passenger Agent, Portland, Oregon

peaceful pursuits once again

aiter her four year's turmoil of
wir. Peace should bea sweel
sounding name to the Mexican
people.

Great Army of Coal Miners

A greater number of men were
employed in the coal-mining in-
dustry in the United States in
1914 than ever before. Accord-
ing to C. E. Lesher, of the United
States Geological Survey, the
total number of employees in both
anthracite and bituminous mines
for the first time exceeded three-

!
quarters of a million. This record
was made without sacrifice of
efficiency, for although the aver-
age number of days worked in
the bituminous mines was the
smallest since 1896, except only
1908, and the average output per
man for the year was the lowest
in b years, the average daily pro-
duction by each employee in 1914
was the highest on record in bi-
tuminous coal mining. This
record is to be attributed not so
much to the better character of
the labor as to improved mining
methods and the increased appli-
cation of scientific management.

The number of men employed
in the coal mines of the United
States in 1914 was 763,185, of
which number 179,679 were en.
gaged in mining anthracite and
583,506 in mining bituminous coal
and lignite. The average num-
ber of days of employment of
each man was 207 for the United |
States, 195 for bituminous and|
lignite, and 245 for anthracite,
In the bituminous mines the year- |
ly average decreased from 837
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If You Buy Before Getting
o Our Prices We Both Lose

We are in position to furnish you first
class material as follows:

Lumber, Shingles, Doors and
Windows, Mouldings, Lath,
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Lime, Plaster, Cement, Brick, ¥
Sawed and Split Cedar Posts, :
Slabwood, Wall Board.

Also a large assortment of

Screen Doors, Window
Screens, Window Weights
and Cord.

Willamette Valley Lumber Co.
Phone Main 202, . . Monmouth, Oregon
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Livery and Feed Stable
G. W, SULLIVAN, Proprietor.
Rigs to Let and horses for Hire

All Kinds of Transferring Done Promptly
and on Short Notice

Monmouth, . . Oregon

tons in 1913 to 724 tons in 1914, |
The daily average increased from |
3.61to 3.71 tons. The average
time made at the anthracite
mines in 1914 was exceeded only
by the records of 1911 (246 days) |
and 1913 (257 days.) The aver-
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Wood Sawed to Order

E. E. RAKE, Successor to W. L. Phillips,
Your wood sawed for you just as you order it done
Phone 3204, Country Orders Solicited.

age yearly production of anthra-

cite by each employee decreased
from 520 short tons in 1913 to|
05 tons in 1914, owing to the
fewer days worked. The daily
output per man was 2.06 tons, a
slight gain as compared with 202
tons in 1913.
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POULTRY SUPPLY STORE

THOMAS BOULDEN, Proprietor

KEEPS ON SALE

Best Grade Chic Feed.
Oyster Shell.
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Will Pay Cash for Eggs and Poultry.
Monmouth, - . . . | Qregon

Best Grade Grit, Bone and




