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Mothers Will
Be Pensioned

England, Alarmed at Decreasing
Birth Rate, Passes National
Insurance Law

With an oye siugled to the future
wollure of the country, the English
parhiwment han possed o law that has
hut w wingle object—the preservation
of the Eoglish race. It in known as
the  Tiritish  nationsl  insursnce law,
wud  provides for s birth bounty of
2i60 for ench  ebild born, besides
medienl  wttendunece for the mother,
Obvionsly, ite purpose s to cheek the

growing  tendeney  on  the part  of
purents to nvoid the responwibilition
wnd  invonvepiopeos  of purenthood, a
tendeney  that s bringing  England
enpidly - to the condition in which
Franve now finds hersell, The passage
of this Inw comes an the result of »
thoraugh Investigution into the vital
sintisticn of the sution, together with
th virious  infloeneos  thst have
brought swbout the prosent low  birth
rite. Seven and a balf dollars will by
o wennk  ense the hurden of  the
mother in tenvidl, nor will it com
prensinte her for the weoks of anxious
wiiting aud hours of worry, But the
nietion of |-m|i-4ll|l'nl in an the right
direction  and  will no doubt lhave
wome influence on the birth rate

The pussuge of the law  ndicates

the alarm
of the
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fult by

race

Britous for the fu
They ovidently find
Rome, in the falling

ture

mennes,

off in the number of soldiors availa
hlo, Slavery, malurin, lust of gold and
deeny  of religion have plaved their
part o the deeny of wmpires, but
i Rome and Greete, ot least, l\q
dearth of ehildren in patrician fam-

tiew waus largely responsible for the
nationnl prowess, England
15 alive to her condition, so much so
thut I muunifest to throw
the burden of taxation upon the mun
with & small family, with the idea
of placiug o preminm upon the large
fumily of gonerations, The
birth rate i Great Britain is penrcely
three in ench family, an iosufficient
pimber to muintain the present pop
whition, taking Into consideration that
thun one from ench family will
div or remain unmarried, And of all
cluwses, the lowest birth rute I8 among

dieline of

fa tendeney

former

HOre

the aristocratic olass,
Protmbly  no  sternor  lessan  could
have hoen meted out to the Britons

than that of the Boer war, When the
flower of Fogland's voung  officors
nehieve  the  suceocss  de.
of them in South Afriea, a
enll was issued for volunteers, Physi
enl  standards for entrance to the
nrmy  were high nnd the number of
applicants who could measure up to
the rigid requirements did pot come
up to the number desired, The stand-
wrd  wan  lowered  and  another  enll
sonnded, but still the lists were un
filled,
ored until the former were shamed by
the materin] that now found n plaece
in the ranks, Yot still the army was
toe small, And why this alarming con
dition in a country supposedly over
lowing with wenlth? Thore was but
one  explanntion: The only man to
apply for the job was the poor, un-
derfed, down-and-out, jobloss eastout
of society. Loafing about in the pub
liv parks, sneaking from one joint to
the next to avoid the roundop hilly
ol the policeman, stnggering from gut-
ter to gutier, without hope, without
friends, withont food, this poor un:
fortunate wonld  have welcomed o
chanee to go to South Afriea and
fight for the country that had not
provided him with the necessitios of
life, But he was too weak, He could
i I'ulﬁl'l the requirements pf the
nrmy, And England saw one of the
fuctors that go to make up the great
cnuse for national suleide. These were
the kind of people from whom many
of hor foture requisitions for defonse
must be made, These were the fathers
of the futvee generntions, the wives
of whom were just as poorly fed and
elothed.

We do not presume to say that the
alarm of England over the decrease
in the birth rate had its incepticn in
thin incldent of the Boer war. The
eage s merely cited as affording in
part an uplunntmn for this' alarming
condition that is common to America
as well as England and Franee. It
ig ensy to understand why the poor,
underfed mortn] who failed in his ap-
pliention. for a place in the ranks
wonld hesitate to bring an innocent
babe into the world to suffer the
miseries he was compelled to endure.
If he found it impossible to properly
fead and clothe himself and his de-
pendent wife, how eould he provide
for the little ones. So the conditions
of soclety drove him to erime in-
stead of the sacred duties of parent:
hood for which God intended him. Of.
ten his poor wife wns the breadwin-
ner, for, in this age of specinlized
lshor, female help is cheaper than
male and the sweat shop is always

(Continued on page four)
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An Open River for the Northwest

$2,000,000 Appropriation by Congress Will Go Far Toward Bringing Inland Empire Into Close Touch With Foreign Markets
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great river thnt wound

completed |
lnvasion of the new |
Northwost and reported their findings '
wonders of | might be harried,
ity way| ]'I:n-hl'ulh

committee, mude n siromng
twive the appropristion for Uelily in
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Interesting Vtew of Celilo Falls at Close Range
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1o the Pucifie ocean did not aronge ih |
the minds of their henrers much en
thusingm as to the future wission of
n owtrewm that had for nges poast been
pouring out it life into the more rest
less ocoan.  Nor did they
the wenlth and development of
grent  Inland  Empire, across
then uninhabited plains the explorors
had wtruggled in awe sl wonder inio
the no less houndless wenlth of tim

dream  of
the
whose

her, For the East was not rendy to
admit the establighment of another
grent shipping and power conter on

the opposite side of the continent, and
the stories of Lewis and Clark were
tuken In muny quarters with s groin|
of walt,

Yot the predietions of these far
weeing explorers found o hearing, One|
day n settlement was started in the
grent  Northwest and its  population
was angmented ench year thereafter,
Othor wettloments followed until Ilillll"‘I
grow ont of the noelens, and the pos |

whilitios of the Columbin and its
tributaries appenled to pumbers who
eetnblished homes along their ban ks, |

Gondually to the business of the fur
trider was added the transportation
of graing, and stock and river steam
ere bheenmo o necessity,  Almost with
the boginning of settlement along the!
binks of the Columbin the more astute
settlers hogan to prediet the opening|
of that grest watorcourse from the
s far inlnnd,  Early in the history,

railwoy operated boats on the upper |
most stroteh of the Columbin, a dis
tapgee of 1600 miles from the mouth.
And with the inception of the idea
that the river eould and would one|
duy be open for transportation began |
agitation to secure that end. |

When the right for the opening of
the river began many obstacles weoro
aprarent, of which the groatest were
the where the locks
stand und Celilo Rapids, In the for-
mer the river narrows to a gorge 44
miles in length, through which it tum-
bles madly, with a drop of 24 feot

caseades now

iv. the upper half mile. The latter
in 0% miles in length, with a fall
of 81 foet in that distunce, Ages

ago the river had cut its way through |
the solid rock in an mad rush for the
son, nmd here was thoe task that must
Lo performed §f the Columbin was to
sorve its destiny as the one great
waterwny of the West. In 1877 the
seeretury of war gave his approval
to the plan for n cannl and system
of locks around the cascades, but it
was not until 1896 that the passage
was opeaed to traffie,  After that
hond of navigation moyed
o stream 43 miles to The Dalles and
Celilo  Falls, where it stands today
waiting the completion of the canal
post these rapids.

The realization of this end iz not
fnr distand, A few days ago the
House committee on rivers and har-

hiory presented its aowual report ecar
rying with it the apportionment of
over #40,000,000 for the improvement
of rivers and harbors of the coun:
try, Of this amount the Columbia
aud Snnke rivers receive almost $2,
000,000, of which #1,000,000 will be
applied at the mouth of the Colum-
bin, $600,000 toward the complétion
of the Celilo eanal and the balsnce
n' varions points along the two riv.
ors where needed to perfect the chan-
nel already oxisting. For besides the
('elilo Falls these two rivers present
practienlly no obstaeles to transporta-
tion other than the clearing out of
rocks and boulders. Representative
Humphrey of Washington, Northwest-
ern member of the rivers and harbors

tho Canadinn Padific |

I

| outeame

looked to to

of the

ent  appropriation i
Fring the complotion passnge
in wight,

With this eaunl completed the (o
Inmbin  River will offer poassage to|

ships for a distance determined only

timws  the
jire
(o LT
pir loses

prroduee of this inland em:
not immediately  he
car famine, anl the ship
n good market, The open
ing of the Columbin wonld establish
competition in transportation, with re

loes move

of n

spltant lower rutes, and, in its fioal
inunl_\-e-i-, the whole plan for opening
fup the rivers is merely o matter of

[ perpetus] reduction of freight rates
[t the end that a great percentage of
| the preoplos’ hay in their

oW poekets,

noney stay

| For years the richness of the In
land  Fmpire has been pointed out,
Hut of what henefit to extol the rich-
tiess of the country when its hirth-
right ix still bevond its reach! Na
thre blazed the trall for transporta
tion to follow when it horled the
veething  waters  of  the Columbin
throngh the Cnseades. Here lies the
notural outlet to the ses, Dormant,
1t werves the [P MSe of no one. Sub
ifved to the vse of man it will be

the ehannel for undreamed of develop
ment,  The thousands of acres of
virgin lving waste in the

sol]l now

deverts of lidnbo, Washington and Ore | to the Sen.

con will immedintely’ fill np with wet
tlors hweeanse of the
they market their

retain the profit therefor,

e

Sueh an

hae possed throngh the fertile valleys
nnd seen the sciontific ap
plication of farming principles,
stood  the
well

result of

anee
tilled field,

he sees the

poee the only

knowledge that |
produes .-unl:

Where : RIee,

uninviting sagebrush | means
Where | products  of
vegetation visible was | elimbing the mountaing is very pie-

the envouragement and stimulus given
to all industries, branch lines will be
found necessary to tap unew and fertile
wrritory.  Timber distrirts now

be available for the
upened  up For the
ronntry 18 now
eilie past

world, will be
vonfined to the Pa
stotes, all other seetions
having practivally exhansted their sup

plies.  Mines of precions metals, of
vol  awd dron, s yet undiscovered,
will wield their wealth to this new
order of things. With the problem

of transportation solved the loeation
of factories far inland will no longer
be m  questionable venture, for the

river waits to bear its output to the
traide ports of the world,

Amd  why these immedinte
cpormous returns for the u|-!‘!1jllg’ up
of o river! i o Walerway
of the country are the lines of least
resistance as they are
Columbin  and Snnke HRiver basins,
And this line of lenst resistance fol-
lows parallel with the railroads that
Liear the of the |'t|\||i?l’

No other section is taxed
for s serviee
climb the high
eXpense of which is borne
-.I||||ur Sa the cost of im- |

Becaunse

followed

HoOW prodaoce

wn heavily enuse the
rivilroads
the hoavy

iy the

is obvious to the man who| provement will be small compared wnl.h|f“l

the great benefit to be derived from
following this hine of least resist-
Kvery foot of lmprovement
incrense in the value of the

this wmpire, for though

Showing Celilo Rapids Near the Proposed Power Plant

by the depth of water required nnd |
the amount of clearing out done by
the government, For the Columbia is|
more # ship eanal than a river, and
reguires only the application of a lit-
tlr dynamite hevo and there, From Ce-
Iilo Falls to the international boundary
only two more sérious obhstacles pre-
sont thomselves, unmely, Priest Rap-
ids anmd Kettle Falls,  Thess places
will require canals and locks, The
Snike River enters the Columbin nt|
a point 110 miles from Celilo and is
open  far inland above this point,
This, then, is what the Columbia and
it tributarios are and will he. Nor
will the development of the waters
conse  with these two streams, for|
the Spokane and
e elenned out and the territory fur
ther extendod,

To attonpt to mensure tho benefits
that will tome to the entire country
tributary to this system of water
wiyvs 4 to undertnke the task of the
seer, A few of the results are ap-
purent and require no gift of prophecy.
The railroud conditions of the North-
west are matters of common knowl-
edge.  All lines ruuning to the coast
ure parallel and cross the same range
of mountains, In many instances the
expense of transportation is high, and
the shipper of course pays the bill

Pend O'Reille will|
| mer.
| enpital will seck thig old field of new

the deep-rooted native grasses the
green  alfalfa mow greets the eye.
Heavy-laden froit trees dot the land-
senpe, Wwhile the general prosperity is|
proclaimed by the frequency, of mod-
ert  residences and  spacious  barns,
And this will be repeated over and
over again when the waters of the
Columbia are brought into direct com-
petition  with  the raileosds of the
West,

Where now exists an irrigation dam
its height will be doubled or a new
one installed, When the supply of
water in the streams is requisitioned
by the inereased aereage improved,
new dams will bhe constructed to store
up the winter. supply of these same
stronme against the drought of sum-
So with the proper inducements

promiss for the installation of new
dnms in streams not now nsed, I'ar
itland, where the fertile valley lies
vet undiscovered, the life-giving
stream will pour out upon the thirsty
land to bless another community with
the joy of living. 8o with the in-
cronsod production new facilities for
caring for the output will be funnd,
new towns and new industries will
spring up thronghont the Northwest.

Nor will the influence of this nav-
igation be confined to the immediate

Not only is this the case, but many

territory along the streams, With

turesque it is not profitable with a
sea-level route available. The growth
|of the Pacific Northwest has been
very rapid, but with the transporta-
tion problem settled the most san-

lving
ille, too. fur from transportation to

timber of the

andd |

n the |

monntuins, |

will be taken in its settlement.

Nay, let us conjure further, With
the improvement made the Columbia
Iliiwr territory will have transporta
|tion faeilities hardly execelled in any
| pirt of the country., New York s
|waking @ ship eanal of the Erir
cunal with the iutention of opening
up a gatewsy through the state for
veran-going  eraft, The territory
driined by the Columbia and its tribu
turies is just os rich as that of the
State of New York nmd has greater
possibilities for development. More-
over, thix matehless ¢hannel will be
open more months in the year than
will the Erie eanal, thus affording an
| outlet for produce almost the entire
vear. But, unlike Now York, the Ce
Inmbin offers a gatewny to the Orient.
| Throughout the entire Parifie Coast
| there ix but one water level haul from

l.;uitw dare uot prediet what strides

the inland country to the coast, and
that is the Columbia River, Is it un
rensonable then to believe that the

U'nited States trade to the Orient will
pass out through this natural channel
which naturs has so provideotislly
furnished?  Certainly that from the
north half of the country would find
[ it more profitable to pass out through
| this ehannel than to go to New York
the same transfer from railroad
to steamer that will be necessary om
the ('olumbia, thenee down through
the Panama eanal to the same objee
tive point., Imagine the great advan.
tuge to the Northwest of this econ
tinunl strenm of produets pouring out
throngh the Columbia basin. Tt would
put within the grasp of the entire
territory all the diversities of the
conntry,

And again from the other direction.
| Munufactured articles from the great
centers on the Atlantie coast will find
their way to the Pacific by means of
the Panama eansl, for the water haul
is cheaper, and goods will be laid
down In this territory at a far lesser
price than they now command. Of
whut great advantage to this territory
if the same steamer that earries the
{goods through the Panama eansl could
proceed up the Columbia far into the
interior and deposit its eargo at the
door of the inland merchant! For the
only sen level passageway on the Pa.
| eifie Const reaching into the imterior
14 through the CaseadeSierra barrier,

The Columbia River is waiting to
hear the commerce of the Inland Em
pire to the sea. The only gateway
through the mountain barrier that sep-
larates the East from the West invites
| the resonrces of the entire conntry to
ipass out on its waters to the broad
II':n‘i!’iu- and aeross to foreign ports.
| The Northwest holds the possibility
lof being the dispensary for trade to
the Orient. The Columbia is waiting
to bear the muanufactured articles up
linto the interior. The realization of
an age-old dream is almost in sight,
for the grent river will soon fulfill its
destiny #s the bearer of the products
of its people to all parts of the world.

Yet not only as the bearer of eom- -

merce will the Columbia fuolfill its
destiny as the great servant of the
Northwest. If the plans outlined in

the biennial report of State Engineer
Loewis of Oregon are carried out Ce
lilo Falls will be the site of the great-
est power plant in the world, Plans
for the gigantic enterprise have been
goue into fully and the projeet pro-
povnced entirely feasible, When com-
pleted this plant would have a eca-
pacity of 300,000 horse power with
the river at its lowest stage and 536,
000 when at its height. A ecareful esti-
mate of the cost of construetion places
the figure at $23,000,000, aud it is
proposed that the states of Washing-
ton and Oregon unite in the ecnter-

(Continued on page four)

View of Cascade Locks on the Columbia River




