NORMAL QUESTION DISCUSSED

Weston, Or.. May 19. — (To the
Editor of the Leader.)—Our
friend, the Oregonian, is exceed-
ingly troubled because the people

of Oregon are going to have an '
opportunity to decide upon a °

question of vital significance to
them—the “‘normal question.”

If the people are possessed of
intelligence sufficient to warrant
them being granted the ballot,
then let them use it in deeiding
this question, Evidently the
Oregonian fears that the people
may not coineide with its opinion
in the matter.

The normal school, as even the
Oregonian  will admit, 18 the
most effiicent means of edueating
and training teacheérs for our
publie schools, 1t has been sug-
gosted that departments of “'Ed-
ucation’’ or courses in ‘‘Peda-
gogy' be grafted upon the high
school, ecollege and university,
and that these are sufficient. One
central institution, let us say, in
Portland is also advocated.

The university in its present
state cannot keep its proper bal-
ance between the amount of at-
tention given to the practice
work on the one hand, and the
academic work on theother, The
Edueation Report of the Com-
missioner of Eduecation (1909)
gives the conclusions reached
after thorough investigation of
the English eolleges and univer-
sities. The board of Education
has this to say:

“The board is greatly con-
cerned by the increasing difficulty
of securing for students who
take university courses adequate
instruction and training for the
main business of their profession.
The pressure of their academical
work is so heavy that such stu-
dents are often excused at pres-
ent from courses in physieal ex-
ercises and manual training:
their training in the art of teach-
ing itself and other professional
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'resented by a number of chairs

is to encourage prospective teach- ive method in initiating the child 'of philosophy, but a model school

ers to take the ordinary academic into each and every subject, the for experimental
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to get the'r profession iu lect-
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question and answer method.
No one will argue that much

teaching is
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“The practical preparation of
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greater work
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The efficiency of the schools is |
'a matter that the board of re-|
gents is responsible for, and it is |
easily obtainable by effective
As to our friends,
the politicians, who charge now
that the schools are “‘geograph-|

fits,””—J. E. KEEFE, JR. in W. L.
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LOW ROUND-TRIP SEASON TICKETS

from all points in Oregon, Wash-
ington and ldaho on Sale daily.

Aug. 31.

SPEND THE SUMMER
AT
Newport, Yaquina Bay

The Only Beach in the Pacific Northwest

Where the pretty Water Agates,
Carnelians, and Rock Oysters can be found.

Outdoor Sports of All Kinds

Including Hunting, Fishing, digging Rock Oysters, Boating,
Surl Bathing, Riding, Autoing, Canoeing and Dancing.
mountain water and the best of food at low prices.
Clams, Oysters, Fish and Vegetables of all kinds daily, IDEAL
CAMPING GROUNDS, with strict sanitary regulations, at nom-

Thiee i a -Sowrday 10 Monday Rate
from 8, P. points.
Cottage Grove inelusive, includ-
ing branch lines; also from all C.
stations Albany and west.
Good going on Saturday or Sun-
day, and for return Sunday or
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Monday.

A Sunday Excursion Rate of
$1.50

from Albany, Corvallis and Philomath, with corresponding low rates
from points west, in effect all summer.
for fill particulars as to rates, train schedules, ete.; also for copy of our
beautifully illustrated booklet, **Outings in Oregon,"” or write to

WM. McMURRAY,
Geneidl Passenger Agent,
Portland, Oregon.
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¢ Herald and Fruit Grower ,, ,,
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