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STEEL OR CONCRETE,
Regardless of the merits of & con-
erote bridge, the people of West Sa-
lent lust Baturday went on record 68
favoring a steel bridge “at onee™
aeross bhe main channel ol the river,
with a voncrele approneh on the west
end. Little eonsideration wns given
o coperote bridge by the meoling be-
cause the beliel seemed (o prevail
there that the orection of ‘4 steel
bridge could be hegun immediately,
wheress a conerete bridge could not
be gotlen wider way for some time.
It was nlso the beliel that engineer-
ing costs of n steel brdige, such as
they say they want and engineering
details of whieh are now on file in
Marion county, would be dispensed
with aml that o saviog in engineer-
ing expenses of From $15,000 to $20.-
000 conld be made, This is an er-
rangous impression, however, for the
state  highway deparfment  malkes
eharges up to 10 per cent for their
work, according to admissions Lo
members of the Polk county eourt.
Private engineers who have been
making estimates for the Polk eounty
vourt make a charge of from 3% to
6 per cent for their work, which in-
eludes all deawing, all supervising
and all engineering.  The mecting
apparently wok not aware ol the el
that the Polk county eourt had plans
of n conerete structure on file that
work could go whead on wl onte and
that would eost complete (high level)
under $230,000 gnd that such a bridge
éapitalized (with amount added for
repairs of all Kinds, ete.) will total
S260,000 in Afty years. The bridge
the Waost Salem mecting urges costs
SA7,000 to build and will have cosl
wt the end of 50 years $208,000, ne-
cording to figures of enginvers,  And
this does not inelude an anonual main-
tenanes foe of #3000 for operation of
the draw, or another SI5H0000 in OO
veurs, The bridge which the Polk
eonnty court wants to build, too, will
stand forever,  An additional %250,
000 will not bave to be raised by onr
taxpayors in poywhere from 30 {o
B0 yentrs 1o put np s new stracture,
The meeting at West Salem lorgot
that the resolution to the Polk eonet
o diveet conthiot with  instrae-
tions from over Polk connty, At a bud-
get meeting held heve beve, thxpayers |

Wik

from all parts of Polk geaciously sub-|
nditted to the franslerring of thel
bridge fund and the road fund to]
the nterconnty bridgo fuud, so that |
an amount large enough could be ere.

ated to meet Polk’s onethivd of o
high level conerete bridge. 95 pet
eent of Polk eounty prople, in ather |
words gave up their vomd and bridge | (o

fonds Tor n venr, (vt the liew por
cont ol the people Living near Salem | Were
coulil bave a bridge.  Following the | win

instroctions of that mealiog the Polk

pourt has stood ready pond willing to

o ohead with the wishes of f"l“-'_

taxpavers—>for o lugh lovel vonerete | looation, but had von considered whis | or than knce-deep?
biridde This the (Mgepver s ocrtaim | that dollpr wonbd have done gt home|

of and we believe also that whenever | for you, When you hsaded that dol-

Lhe e ple of the south end the north ] lar (o the elly man, you said ;_;nu\“h_\n-

end. the west end sond all othor povts | to it forever, for by no known means

of the county mstraet the conrt o and a0 oo shape or form' could that

o ahead with a stee]l bridoge they

will abide by soeh instrastion amd go | Yonr eommunily again

ahead with that kind of strueture
The meeting wlse Cailed Lo give von
sidorntion to the Hnanmal end of the
proposition. ** We want a bridge 1m
medintely "’ thi
this was borne ant by the stalement
of many that they Jdid not think the
(puestion ol mamntenanee or
repairs should be looked into at all
Some even wienl so lar as o =xy we
would want another bndge in Crom |
30 to 50 yoars anyway. Many stated
that a conevete bridge coudd not be
buili across the river three (pooe tell
ing just why) and no one explained
the logie of building the bridge ap-|
proach of conerete and the bridge it-|
self of steel |
The Observer cannot understand
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eounty to do so.
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A ek Tollowing sueh w course
wis inevitable.  Ameriea is not
wir.
o his eprtain mights on
sens which is demands be considerwad
can people st sol-
wlly belind their president in telling
Gormany that our rvights must e re-
spietad,
The ullimate outeome of the break
muy and nmy not be war.
ever it is this nation is Ameriea, Hrst,
| Inst and always. nnd Ameneans stand
| rody o aphold the hand of theie
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bridge want a conerete structure, and
that the county conrt eannot acecpt
the recommendations for the hridge
they suggest unless the eourt is in-
structed by the taxpayers of this
We canmof see why
they should urge (hiy temporary af-
fair when the Polk court stands ready
this day to give them s permanent
strueture of conerete, with a tensile
strength of 150 pounds to the square
foot, or in other words so strong that
iwo trucks, each carrying 20 tons,
eould pass with perfeat galety on any
part of the strustore. _
hridee costing §200,000 less money in
fi) years® time than the steel one they
elamor for.

It will do well o remember that
no partienlar seetion is heaving the
Falls City is helping to pay
for the bridge, so are Dallas, Inde-
penidence und Monmonth,
section of the people in the east end
af the vounty are the only ones who
will reecive benefit from a bridge and
they are attempting to coerce the
court into putling up a type of bridoe
adverse Lo instruetions from the groat
mujority of the people of the coun-
The court is acting in perfect-
Iy good faith in its stand for con-
etste—{oi that is the kind of bridge
Palk county people want.
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|8 erisis eome,

declaration

BREAK WAS INEVITABLE,

The break with Germany hes come.
On Saturdny President Wilson hand-
Bernstorll his  poss-
ports and recalled Ambassndor Ger-
ard from Germany,
ornnee of  diplomatic relations may
not wecessarly lead Lo war, history
shows that war has followed almost
every diplomutic break in the course
of the world’s events,
Gormuny s
stricted  submarine
nentmls as well as belligerents, com-
ing o! a eritieal time of tension in
the relations of the two countries,
was the last straw for this govern-
ment and the break followed,
safety of neulrals on the ligh scas
is pructicnlly denied by Germany, in
Amgeriean and other
nentral ships are to be sunk indis-
eriminntely in ecertain zones around
Franve, England, ete., nnd the solemn |
asgurnnee given Amerien by that gov-|
ernment in May, 19106, that “*it wonld
confine the operntions of the
der of the war to the fighting forves
the

Wihile this sev-
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| president, a= they ever hove, should

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES
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Did you ever stop to think when
Nort were hindling

v dollar over

Portloml or Sglom mercchant,

itinerant  book

cotimliing  uwn
Your

hig eity
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home
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agent. or to some peddier that YOU| of the way, congress may find more
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gl rentul cost for his prominent| o safer to them at skirt-high, rath-
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True, the dollar was ouly a .-tllll“|.
amount, and the iden of shopping '|u|’ PRI S TR A S G S S S e
the @ty, or receiving o micely wrap-| i—

|I} express made some! North Dakota's Farmers Run Theit
sort of appeal to you that was hard | Btate,
the agenl represented his|
ware i such glowing terms that you|in the interior
fell for his smooth talk—and }'.1-.1! gers, to the Farmers' Allianee and to
sight. of bow muaeh wvalue that|the Popalists, it is the Farmers' Non-
It shoold have|partizan Political league.
helped you build roads in Your eom- | pumzation advocates siate a!\'nenhip
monity (g us small way of cowrse, | of flour mills, grain elevators, in-
bt Jots of dollars would build lota ! suranee
of miles) it should bave helped you
pave your oity sireets, it shonld have
belped inercase the value of your|vember gained every elective officinl | agent for another year. Now It those
farm by giving you better aecess to|of the state government exespt one,|who said at the budget meeting that
eomunereial  center, it should | plested three jostices of the supﬂ-m-'!&lr. Shrock had not bencfited them
- , 99| hwve belped in civie betterment, did| onrt who stand by the poliey of a
why the people of West Salem will| ity part in oducsting your children, | state owning public utilities, and nl-|

The small

ue over what it had when you last
saw it. It is helping yon hecsuse it
iz helping that which you are a vi-
tal part of—your community. But
the dollar you sent to Portland or
spent in Salem—well it simply can't
got back to you

You can't get away from the fact,
Mr. Citizen, that your dollar goes
just a little bit further, does just a
little bit more for yow in your Liome
town than any plice else;, regardless
of what angle yon wiew Lhe propo-
sition from . A community is healthy
| (prosperous) or in the dumps just as
its eomponent parts make it, Like o
smooth working baseball tenm that
town in which the eitizens so see
their duty townrd soeiety that each
endeavors fo  place his interest in
tune with that of his fellow-man ean
always be found in the *‘first vol-
umn,'’ And that town is invariably
the one in which the dollar is going
the rounds,

BRITISH BOAST IS SPOILED.

England no longor is the only na-
JAion that ean bonst the =un never
sets on its territorial possessions, for
the United States can also muke a
similar assertion singe it cams into
possession of the Danish West I[n-
dies.  Some writers have advanced
this elaim ever since this government
assumed control over the Philippines
but it was not strietly aceurnte. The
mast westerly point of the Philippines
iy the small island of Balubae, while
our most easterly possession is a lit-
tle island known as Culebra, which
virtually iz port of Porto Rieo, Be-
tween these two points the distance
is a trifle more than 180 degrees, or
more than half the eirenmfercuce of
the earth, so that there actually was
an inferval hetween the time the sun
set and arose on lands under the do-
winion of this government.
With the scquisition of the Danish
islands, however, the small gap is
bridged and it now may be said in
truth that ‘‘the sun never sets on
Uncle Sam’s possessions.’’ This may
be a small thing to boast about, it
is true, but at least it robs England
of & distinetion that long has been
n sonrce of great pride to the peo-
ple of that nation, And now that
the United States is fairly in the
same eloss, perhaps the British will
not be so prone to advance this old
elaim,

WHEN THE DROUTH CAME.
News Item in Portland paper:
When Portland eitizens began to
reulize Jost Friday morning that bone-
dryness was immediately impending
they hewan s grand rush to the tele
araph office and before noon a long
line hod heen formed in front of the
vompauiy s main offiee, Officials found
il necessary Lo supply ten extes olerks
to handle the vrgent business to Cal-
ifornin and count the ensh.™

The povernmeni notes a heavy de
mand for one and two dollar bills.
The average man notes the same kind
of demand, only it is for hills of
larger denomination.

Many people are hoping the old
rule, ““whit goes up must come
down, " eventually will apply to the
high eost of living.

Alter the pork bareel bills are out

| time to pay ottention {0 other busi-
|
| noss.

Spenking of the snowdrifts, why

The weatherman seems to be quite

“more snow’’

sile in  predicting
| these days,

OTHERS' OPINIONS *

Another political power has arisen|
Consin to the Gran-

This or-

& |¢ver found has

sotn and consequently are not amen-
able to control or regulation by the
Dakotans;

The league was organized about
Iwo years ngo by two larmers with-
out, previons political ¢xperience, and
as early as last February they had
reernited 30,000 members and organ-
ized three-fourths of the state, A
membership of 60,000 in North Da-
kota is now claimed.  Last spring

and  demoeratic  parties  on their|
hepds,  Tts Tatnl weakness is llull.|
like the populists and theic prede-
cepsors, 11 i o class party and that
these never last, But while they ex-
ist they play the mischief with ol
Populisut iy its day Formed |
fuctor in the poli-
The Crangers

purties.
a econsequential
ties of the interior,

ndvoested  governmental econtrol of
railways; and this hos come.  The
Farmers' Allinnee © demanded  sulb-

trensury warehouses for (he storage
of agricultural products upon which
money should be loaned, and in 1016
vongress regulated dealings in cotton
futures, provided for the standardi-
zation of grain and established o nu-
tional system of warehouses, Popu-
lisls urged taxation of incomes and
popular election of nntional senators;
and both of fhese palicies lave be-
vome federal or state law.

Oll-line pavties will do well to re-
eall these facts and to remember that
Amerienn farmers love mastored the
art of politioal organization—Spokes-
man Heview.

The Bridge Row.

Marion county his become fighting
mnd beepuse the Polk county conrt
refuses to consent to the building of
a steel bridge. One Salem paper now
wants Marion county to build the
bridge alone and another Salem pa-
per is agitoting the wnnexation of a
portion of Polk county to Marion
county. Either one of these proposi-
tions ought to be acceptable to Polk
county. " meeting will be

A Ymiss'’
held in Wiest Salem tomorrow after-
noon which may draw up the arti
oles of sevession. It wis flrst sog-
gested that a new county be formed,
which would take in Independence,
but when it was lesrned that Inde-
pendence, the only town of eonse-
quence exeept Monmouth in the pro-
posed new eounty, woulid expeet to
be the capital, the ides was put in
cold stornge and secession ndvoeat-
od.

Independence stands by the Polk
county court in favor of a voncrete
bridge. It is not eontrolled by the
steel trust and is willing to hold out
until the end of time for a concrete
bridge. The Capital Journal holds up
the Independence bridge as a homible
example of conerete, The trouble ov-
er the Independence bridge was not
onpsed because it was built of eon-
erete, but beeause the vounty court
fuiled to bond the builders, When a
board was ‘““aceidentally’ dropped
into one of the pillars of the unfin-
ished structure which eaused it to
crumble, it did not show the superi-
ovity of steel over conerete for if the
bridge had been steel instead of con-
erete, conld not some one very mueh

and summer it stood the republiean |

FOR BALE—Clean vetch seed at three

the party beetme separated from
the main train and were set upon by
Indians and mossaered,

The family settled near Dallas, in
Polk county. During the gold excite-
ment in California his father went
there. where he afterwards died,
Wihen Mr. Fudge was 27, or in 1850,
he moved to South-eastern Washing-
ton with Whitaker and MeGhee, pio-
neers, and settled near the Tueannon
river. The winter of 1861 took all
bis money but lett him valusble ex-
perience, and he later became o sup-
cessiul farmer. He wns married in
1863 to Miss Elizabeth Billups, who
survives him.
A sister, Mrs, Spsan Jones, lives at
Independence.
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*  Mps Gilbert 1. MaeCiregor *
* will open a ecluss in musie for *
* pinno students, She may be *
* consnlted on Tuesday, Wed- *
#* qnesday and Thorsday. Phone
+ 1431, 96-101 *

LA LR L R

| BULLETIN |

FOR SALE—Team, harness, wagon,
three heifers, erenm separator. A,
H. Benton, Falls City. 97-100

WANTED—To trade modern home
situnted on corner of Jefferson and
Maple streets for orchard or small
farm near Dallas, Carl Gerlinger,
plione 1393, 97-105

FOR SALE—Second-hand Hardie gi-
ant spray outfit. Ewing Bros.
97-98

FOR SALE—Fist elass, improved ap-
ple orehard; from 10 to 30 seres.
Inquire at Observer office. 98-103¢

FOR SALE—An Oriole baby huggy.
Inguire of Mrs. Ethel Barham, 719

There are no children. | p,
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““ALADDIN' LAMPS (kerosens)
make » perfect light. They are

safe, economical and easy to oper-
ate, Write me and I will be pleas-
ed to eall and demonstrate it for
you. A. V. Oliver, Rickreall, Ore-
gon, Polk county agent.

FOR SALE—Dry peeled 16-inch fir
wood. L L. Smith, phone 1404,
07-08¢

FOR SALE—Cheat and other hay.
White and gray oats. U. S. Grant.

FOR BALF—New, modern five-room
bungalow on Washington street,
terms. MeBee Land Co. Tiaf

cents a pound, baled cheat hay at
#1350 a ton and onts, al going
price. A, K. Brown Soanth Red 35,
Dallas. 86-104¢

6P¢r Cent Farm Loans on first-

interested in the cement induslry,
lave sawed o fow steel rods?
Independence is thinking of hav-
ing 4 ““mass’’ meeting, Not in the
interest. of any particular kind of
bridge, but to insist that the Marion
eounty court ‘‘open up’’ about fifteen
miles of territory in Marion eounty
adjacent to Independence so that the
people living there can come to Inde-
pendence, their nearest trading point
Independence Monitor,

Weeding Out The Cnlls,
The weeding ont of unproduetive
dairy cows by the dairvmen of the
eounty is an act that is proving prof-

elass farms. H. E. Morton,
6056 Court street, Dallas.
DIRECT FROM THE MILLS
TO YO

itable to every milk producer. The
old theory that a cow is a ecow wimr-]
lost its foree, and
many are fast finding out from Iuagg!
of revenne from cream shipments that |
while u cow 15 n cow she is not al
ways & wealth producer, Testing for
butter fat determines the quality of
the dairy cow, and the result lps
been the improvement of the dairy
berd from the largest to the smallest
number of cows.—Sheridan Sun.

County Agent Retained
The Graphie 15 pleased to be able
to announce that M. 8. Shrock is to

against  hail, rural eredits
inn.l packing houses,
North Dakota's farmers last No-

urge our courl to build an '“1""""'|l'u\'m-.: vour taxes, and seores of oth-| so control the legislature, exeeyd that |

bridge for more meney than it will| or things
eost to put up a substantial structure | life,

of concrete in the same length "fl The value of u dollar to a commu-

tame.
right at the bridpey oige we have
gravel and sand for its miving, we

stracllon
will have to send to Pittsburg for

) eses and & poand of
the raw material and its fabrication| gurm bovs

wreral

T_he grocer gives it 10| nomic conditions.
wife for her two dozent | a farmers’ protest agminst alleged of the Walla Walls valley of 1858
batter, who in| jugeling of prices of cereals and spee-
vards of ealico

into spans, we will have to import| The merchant passes it along to the
skilled workmen to pul it up, a8d| mill man for & buneh of lumber, and
when we get it op we have to keep| the mill mar tuens it over on Rutur

contionally digging into our jeans

But did it? Not on your|{here the econservatives uutnllmlu‘r;xv"lwrﬂ Giraphie.

them by three, while 85 per eent of
the members of the lower house lm\‘e[

At bome we bave comeni|mity is the number of times it ean|ecommitted themselves to the farmers’|
go the vounds in that community. program. |
You pay your butcher, he buys from
can employ home labor in s fot-| the grocer ;
If we build of steel we|ihe farmer's

The league originated from ecn-|
Primarily it was
|

ulation on bonrd of trade. Its ob-
iin-l wis to pat the speculative mar-

kels out of business through the stute| y
and the farmers co-opersting in the| 1830
day might to s workman for wages | distribotion of products. North Da-|

for maintaining it, West Salem poo- | And g0 on it makes its rounds, com-|kota was considered (o have been the
ple know that practically all Polkiing back 1o you every once in 8{ vietim of alien “‘interests’® and these,

cousty people who are paying for the | while with just & little inereased val-| the farmers think, belong to Minne-|trip proved a borrible one, as some of

be retained as county agrieultural

during the past year put themselves
in & way to receive assistance from
iz olfice and give him a fair trial.—

POLE COUNTY PIONEEE DIES,
William Fudge Passed Away at Wal-|

Ia Walla Last Toesday.
William Fudge, prominent pioneer

and an Oregon pioneer of the early
40, died on Toesday, January 30 at
Walla Walls, Washington in his 80th
vear. He was born near Chicago in

His father and the family started
neross the plains by ox team with sn
immigrant train of 3000 teams. The
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