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No subseription taken dnless paid for
in advance., This is Imperative.

Entered as sccond-glass matter in
the PostoMee at Dallas, Oregon.

A COMMENDABLE ACT.

The action of the eounty eourts of
Marion and Polk eounties in elosing
the riekety, shaky bridge over the
river at Salem this week is a com-
mendablé one. For more than four
years the strocture has been deelared
unsafe, in faet it was first eondemn-
ed in 1912, and that no socident has
happened sinee that time, snd that
the bridge was able to withstand the
burden of heavily incrensed travel
ginee the auto has come into general
use, is almost a miracle. In ils pres-
ent stage engincers prononnte it ab-
solutely nnsnfe; it is s liable to fall
of its own aécord ag with o lond up-
on it they say.

For some time there had been an
insistent demand made for its clos-
ing, but the two courts had been pre-
vailod upon to lel it rémiin open for
use under certain traflic restrictions.
The inconvenience of n number of
people seemed to be paramount, in the
minds of some, to safety. 1Iis clos-
ing, however, has now rvemoved the
possibility of loss of life through its
failure and has taken away the re-
sponsibility of the eounties for neei-
dent. Polk county people very gener
ally approve of the prompt action of
Judge Kirkpatriok and Commissioners
Manston and Beekett in demanding
the elogse of the structure at this
time.

Now that the old bridge hns gone
into disnge, and funds have been ap-
proprinted for the eroction of a new
one, the two county courts state they
will use’nll possible hoste in build-
ing the new bridge. Thongh the
question of what type to build still

that the general sentiment of people,
in Polk county at least, is for the
high level conerete bridge and the
conrts in making the seleotion will,
no donbt, take this sentiment inlo
congideration.

MUCH WORK FOR CONGRESS

The prospect that congress will fin-
ish it legislative program before it
in time to adjourn is rather dubions,
to say the least. With less than six-
ty working days left before the ses-
gion must end, it will require some
tall hustling to dispose of evon half
of the important bills and mengures
still remaining to be acted upon, and
this probably is abont as far as con-
gross will gt befora the arrival of
Mareh 4.

Among the more important mens-
ures now pending are the following:
Fifteen appropriation bills, five of
whieh have passed the house amd are
now in senate committees: the pro.
posed railroad legislntion, revenue
measure, & water power bill, mineral
lands and oil leasing hill, the ““dey'’
bill for the Distriet of Columbia, the
flood control bill, the public build-
ings bill. the Porto Rieo bill, the

congress in special pession to flnish
its work eannot be foretold, but there
seams to be a fair chanoe this may
be the outeome,

BARELY HOLDING THEIR OWN.

An interesting fact brought ont by
the completed statistics of the recent
national eleotion is Lhe poor showing
made by the sp-ealled minor partics.
The total Prolibition vote, for in-
stanoe, was only 226,000, iv round
nunibers, o trifle over one per cent of
the total vote cast. The Soeialists
did somewhnt better, with 750,000
votes, but this, the same as with the
Prohibitionists, was a {alling off from
the high retord of the party in the
past. In 1012 the Soeialists polled
§01,00 votes for Mr. Debs, while the
Prohibitionists reached their high-wa-
tor maork in 1802, with a registry of
264,000.

Neither of these parties, in otler
words, seems to be making appreciable
gains in the matter of vote getting,
regardless of how they are succeed-
ing in disseminating the prineiples
on whieh their organizations ave bas-
ed. And lust year they had every
opportunity to show their full
strength, for there was u smaller
number of tickets in the fleld, sas com-
pared with several preceding elee-
tions.

As n matter of faet, it would ap-
pear that the American people have
little inclination to encourage or join
the so-called minor parties. An inde-
pendent political movement occasion-
ally aequires a considerable following,
as oceurred in the 1012 elestion when
the Progressives fairly split the Re-
publican vots in two, and also in a
preceding election when the gold Dem-
oerats did the same thing to the reg-
ular Democrats. Such incidents, how-
ever, have been based on extraordin-
ary conditions, and when the speeial
questions involved have been saltled
the party ‘‘splits’’ have been healed
and the oppesing faetions rennited.
But the small independent parties
have made slow headway and ean find
little encouragement in the showing
which they made in the Inst general
election.

WHEN SOCIALISM OROPS OUT,
Socialigm nlwnys erops out and =o-
cinlistie agitation invariably takes a
fresh start whenever there is s hiteh
in the orderly processes of life, giv-
ing the appearance that o portion of
the general public is getling the worst
of it, or is likely to get the wowst of
it.. Such s chanee cume to the so-
cinlisty last fall, at the time of the
dispnte betwoen the railroads and
their employes, and the sociilisis
quiekly seized this opportunity o nd-
voeate their pet theory of government
ownership.  Similarly the socialists
are finding another golden opporin-
nity to push and expound their prin-
viples, in the present high'cost of liv-
ing, o thing that really is worrying
a great many people and causing all
kinds of suggested remedies.

As usunl, the socialists lave—or
think they have—an easy and sure
cure for inflated prices, and their plan
bas been embodied in a bill presented
to congress by Representative Moeyer
London, & sovialist member from the
stato of New York. This mensure pro-
vides for the creation of a federal
foodd  commission to consist of the
sovrutary of agrieniture and the see-
retary of commeree and labor and
their assistonts, which shall immedi-
ately investigate the supplies of food
and food products. In ease the sup-
plies shall be found insafficiont this
fuct shall be oertified to the presi-
dent who shall then prohibit the ex-

Smith vocstional eduentional hill, the |
corrupl  practices bill, the nationsl
prohibition constitutionnl smendment
resplation and the woman suffrage’
amendment l

This i= a rather formidable list |
one that eatinot be disposed of quick- |
ly, no matter how attentive to basi

portation from the United States of
any farm produets and of any arficle
of food, Thus far the bill is mere-
Iy ane to provide for an embargo and
i probably designed to attraet those
vites whieh ave known to favor on
embarzo, The “punch™ of the bill
eomes in the next seetion which pro-

ness the members may be from now | vides:

on. BSome of the measures will of
sonrse be whipped into shape in com
mittoe, but others are snro to cause
esonsiderable  debate and argument
whieh will take time and delay the
program of netval gnactment. The
most purzling problem of all is proh
ably to be fonnd in the proposed mil
rond legislation, which looks to the
enlargement of the interstate com-
meree commission, for the adoptior
of a system of arbitration to prevent
strikes and lockouts and giving the
president power to take over the rail-
ronds in ease of military necessity
That eongress will require some time
to dispese of thiz measure poos with-
out saying. and there are several oth-
er questions almost as diffieult of so-
ntion.

At the commencement of the ses-
sion there was mueh talk of ““spead,
jng up’’ the work and trying to gel
throngh before time for adjowrnment
Tnstead of following this plan the
same old taaties of delay and prooras
tination were followed, and now it
i= soneeded there is little chanee for
alearing the calendar before the ses-
sion comes 1o an end.  Of course there
will be the usual grand rush near the
elosa of the session, but the presont

proxpect is that only absolntel
necessary moaspres will be acted up-

-

“The commission shall prepare nnd

govermment of the United States, or
some povernmental agency to be ere-
ated by Inw, to regulate the trans-
poriation, marketing, preservation
and digtribution of food and to ae-
quire and muaintain, build and eon-
strucl, oqup, manage, oWn and eon-
trol all soch buildings, plants, strue-
tures, warchonses, granarvies, abat-
toirs and each and every thing or
things incidental to, conneeted with
or neeessary fto the exereise by the
government of complete control over
the supply and distribution of food.™

Of eourse this bill will not be puass-
oil. The eountry is not ready for as
radieal a step ns either an embargo
on food exports or government eon-
trol of food supplies would be. In
case no revelation of eriminal netivi-
ties follows the investigation made
by the department of justice, the net
result of all the present agitation will
be uothing, The publie, realizing that
the whole world is having to pay
enormousiy for what it eats and
wears, will deeide to await the end
of the war and the barvesting of
letter erops. Bul every situation like
this gives the socialisis a chanoe &
further their propaganda.

MEASURE CALLS FOR DEFEAT.

recommend legislation to enable the|

There is litile to commend in the
ibill now before congress which pro-

vides for reducing the postage on so-
enlled drop letters to one cent and for
inerensing the rates on gecond-tlass
mail matter. Drop letters are those
which are to be delivered in the same
town where they arve mailed, and nt
present they take the same rate ns
Ietters destined for distant delivery.
This of eourse means that the gov-
ernment is not put to the expense of
{rangporting such wail for uny con-
giderable distance, but even so there
g no good reason why a drop letter
shonld tnke the sume rvate as o postal
enrd. The lutter serves for an infor-
mnl message, and when a letter is
enclosed and sealed a twb cent charge
is nol unreasonable, considering the
serviea given.

As o matter of fact, moreover, drop
letters nre used but little s o means
of communication between persons re-
siding in the same eity. When n per-
eonal visit is not adwisable the tele-
phone, which is quiek, eonvenient and
aecurate, is the substitute most fre-
quently resorted fto. The mails are
too slow and too formal, and post-
offiee records show that ordindry drop
letters constitute but a very small
portion of the mail matter handled.
It is true they are nsed to a consid-
erable extent for sending onut hills
statements and advertising, hut here
again the merchants and others gel
full value for the chorge that is made.
The proof of this is to be found in
the very faet that businessmen uge
the mails for sueh purposes, whieh
argnes there is neither eall or otea-
sion for reducing the rate on such
mail, as it would beneflt but a com-
paratively few and searcely wonld
enll forth an expression of thanks,
To inerease the rates on soeond-
elass mail matter, on the other hund,
would be a blow to nearly everybody.
Tt would mean that every subseriber
veceiving n  paper or periodical
throngh the mails would be compelled
to pay increased subsoription rates,
based on the additionnl postage
oharge, for of course publishers eould
not be expected to stand this in-
ereased oost, burdened ns they already
are with high costs for paper anid
about everything else they use in
preparing their publieations. Nabtne-
ully, therefore, they would pass along
this additional postage expense to
subgeribers, and the latter wonld hinve
to stand it, or cancel their subserip-
tinns and go without their enstomary
reading; an alternative that would be
far from pleasing to most people

While it undonbtedly s truc thet
tln second-class mail rate is low, it
i# the public and not the publishers
who wet the renl benefit of this eon-
aition.  Occasionally some offininl Ae-
itres ont that the government ‘loses
meney’* on account of the low second-
class mail vate, but even if this 1s
trve it is an expense that brings ben-
wiite far greaier in value than the
cost to the government. Through pa-
pers and periodieals the people are
kept informed and abreast of the
times; making them better prepared
to shape their own lives and mefivi-
ties, and better qualified to guide and
support the government in its conduet
of public affairs and bosiness. It
would be a blow to demoeraey, in fact,
to hamper the people i seeuring
cheap reading, and this would be the
fnevitable result of inereasing the
postage rate on seeond-lazs mail. And
this alone should be sulfcient to de-
feat the measure referred to, propos-
ing a revision of postage rates along
the lines suggested.

PANAMA CANAL AGAIN READY.

Offfeial announcement is mpde that
the Panama eanal has been freed of
ohstroetions eansed by the land elides
at Culebrn and Coeurnchn, and that
regular teaflle through this short-eut
waterway soon will be rvessmed. The|
belief nlso is exprussed by officials
that no further trouble of this ehar-
noter will he experiencad, which is|
envonraging, to say the least. There
has been some alteration of the orig-
inal plang, it would seem, for it is ex-
plained that in repairing the damage
ennsed by the slides the channel has
been eleaved to o depth of thirty-five
fect for about half of its width, and
io thirty feet for the rempinder, This
| makes the big diteh somewhat shal-
lower than originally was contemplat-
ed, but doubiless eapable of handling
all treaffie, elso the engipeers would
not have adopted this plan.

The point of interest is that the eca.
nal is again ready for business, with
good prospect that no further inter-
ruptions of traffic will oeenr. And as
the Ameriean people have invested
about $400,000,000 in this improve-
ment they will be very glad to know
the work is regarded as finally eom-
pleted and that the investment will
now eominence to bring in tangible
returns, During the brief time the
ecanal was in operation, before the
slides eaused tronhle, a very satis-
factory revemve resulted, with pros-
peet of a steady imorease. And as
soon as the great war ends and eom-
merve retarns to normal conditions, it
in believed that traffie through the
eanal will rapidly grow, with a cor-
responding increase in tofls.

In this comnection, however, it i
pointed oot that in order to get the
full benefits and advantage of the es-
oal. this country mast do something
to relieve itsell of its presemt de-

pendence on foreign shipping, The
foreign commerce of the United States
has inereased wonderfully sine¢ the
commeneement of the war, but it will
be hampéred and landicapped unless
an American merchant maring is de-
valoped to take care of it. This is n
problem {hat ennnot bg ignored, and
the sooner that congress addresses if-
self to u solution of this question (he
better it will he for this nation and
its business interests.

Talke about your mean men—here
is a story about a man in Colorudo
who is foreed to pay #45 a month
alimony to his divorced wife and who
makes the payments regularly in cop-
per pennies. And to still farther show
his disrespeet he regently gummed up
the coins with gloe and molosses,
thereby causing additional annoy-
ance and vexation.

Tha new year has gtarted ont splen-
cidly, so far as the weather is eon-
rerned. And here is hopinz the vear
will keep up this resord of consisi.
eney, giving ug an early spring and a
good old-fashioned summer.

From the talk of Tom W. Lawson
one gathers that he is more |nterest.
ed in deoing something to botler the
Wall gtreet ““buneh,’* than b: is i
proving that diplomatic secrsis have
losked from: Washington.

The Washington administyition ap-
veavs rendy to abandon its plun to
et Villa.,"* It is not impossible.
however, that the time will enme when
Carranzn will ask Unele Sam to hclp
eary out the old program.

About eight billion dollars was the
value of Unele Bam’'s foreign trade
last year. No wonder that nnele s
commeneing to wonder haw he best
can spend all the surplus profits,

Whashington offieials still are hop-
ing the Mexiean sitnation will solve
itrelf. And perhaps it will—Villa
ennnot live forever.

Some people, however, will not be
able to appreciate the beanties of the
new year until after their texes are
paid up.
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Prunes Are Golden Bagles.

A rogord of $06,000 profit from 37
aeres of prunes in the last six years
was the fonndation of the address of
L. F. Russell, the Washougn|, Wash-
ington, prune king, before the prune
convention at 0. A, C. last week. For-
tilizers, tillnge, proning, and spray-
ing, are the means by which he works
this magie of the soil and grows a
big erop of high elass prunes every
year,

When Mr. Russel came into pos-
gession of his pranne orchard it was
in a badly run down condition. He
ent out the old and undesirable wood,
17 cords of limbs and 100 loads of
brush. The voung trees he headed
the first year but only thinned there-
after, and they came into bearing at
four years old. Old wood is cut out
or when dead broken with gloved
hands.

The real magic of the wonderful
vield is the fertilizer—ten tons of
chepp manure per acre every year.
Hawsed to buy this but now produces
it on the farm. Every fall he buys up
n hig lot of feeders, which le confines
in sheds for the entire fattening per-
ind. He buys every ounce of feed,
in car lots, which the sheep eonvert
into manure while putting on flesh.
The value of this manure with the
straw litter jost about equals the
price of feed, leaving the grain in the
enrenss to labor and profit. This year
he markets 4000 head of fat sheep|
and lambs, reesiving the equivalent of
25 cents per pound for the latter in
the Seattle market.

Early and thoroogh plowing is an-
other item. This must be done not
later than Mareh 20.

Tillage is frequent and thorough up
to mid-August, averaging more than
a seore of workings,

Spraving systematically for brown
rot is said to be so essential that
there is no suecess without it. Bor-
deaux is used.

In general pruning, heavy thinning
is performed.

Tools are simply an Oliver Chilled
plow, spike harrow, and elod masher.

Two men and one team are required
the year round.

That the system will work for oth-
er people Mr. Russell has proved. On
near-by prone farms he has direeted
operntions vielding about the same
profit per investment.

"“Many prine men said that the
talk was worth more than the eost of
the trip to Farmers® week, '’ said Pro-
fessor Lewis in discussing the sabject.
—Farmers’ Week News.

NORMAL NOTES
Sunday afternoon and evening 'the
traing running into Monmouth were
filled with a jolly erowd of students
happy in their return to' the old ecol-
lege town. The bagguge rooms, ton,
were crammed with soiteases ang
mysterions pareels whieh later yielded
up treasurers  that proved to be
Christmas pifts from admiring rela-
tives nnd friends.  After the usual
exritement subsequent to the arrival
of each new frain load had somewhat
| subgided, following the arrival of the
evening spevial, the students begsn
to turn their thoughts to the more
serions problem of settlement for n
long period of work at sehool.
During the chapel hour Monday
morning President Ackerman gave an
inspiring talk snitable to the first
meoting of the student body in the
new year of nineteen seventeen, Af-
ter listening to one of these address-
o5 one cannot help but feel & more
earneal desire fo exeel in all the
sehool aetivities and in the world as
well.
The faculty staff is still somewhat
erippled sinee Professor Gentle is not
yet able to vetuin to hiz school du-
ties, All the good wishes and sym-
pathy of the student body are with
him in his illness and all are looking
forward to his return in a few weeks.
Migs Myra Butler, fhe domestic
seience and art ingtruelress, spent
part of her vaeation in a Salem hos-
pital from which she returns looking
well, but unable to get aronnd without
the use of her wheelehair. She is
keeping up her classwork os usual,
however,
Mr. Butler has been on the siek
list, but is now much improved and
is toneching his normal elasses in his-
tory and ecivies as vsual.
The children in the training depart-
ment are back in their places at
school and the measles epidemic seems
over.
Sinee there are but three weeks un-
til the close of the first semester, the
student teachers are putting in some
good work now. The students are
looking over their text books propar-
atory to the final examinations which
will soon take place,
Practice for literary society be-
gan today. Friday night the usual
meeting will be held,
Seniors are proudly displaying their
Normal elass ping which have just
arrived. Normal rings nre now quite
the vogue, also, sinee Santa Claus
soems to have packed some in his

Many Normal students and all the
faculty who were at home attended
the Normal banquet held at the Port-
land hotel during the Christmas vaca
tion. The strong bond that unites
these people, working for a common
eause, was plainly shown here, Those
who were present, besides having a
good time, went away with a strong
feeling for the old Normal and its
faoulty, students and friends.

Oard of Thanks

I wish to thank the people of
road district No. 20 for the interest
they took in having the county court
appoint me as road supervisor. For
this favor I will give the best service
that is in me und will endeavor to
get full value for every dollar en-
trusted to me. 1 shall expect just as
good day’s work from men employed
on the road as would be given any
private employer. Evan Evans.
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