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muny (hings to support the eonfident
predietions of greater and more abun-
dant prosperity to come, It must be
e bered, for instance, that some
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DISCOURAGING.

Those who hope for an early ending
of the European war will find a note
of disconrngement in n prediction just
made by Hudson Maxim, the famous
inventor and munitions expert who in
also n close stwdent of present war
conditions, and who is perhaps ns well
informed regarding the latier as i=
any peraon in thig eountry, Mr, Max-
im declares that in his opinion the
present war will last from three to
seven years longer, and will end in a
draw, BEven so, however, he believes
that neither side will come out of the
war exhnusted, either economically
or in men, They may be poorer fi-
nancinlly, he says, but will rapidly
recuperate and soon commence Lo pre-
pare for the next great struggle. 1o
other words, he thinks the present
war will settle nothing, at lenst per-
manently, and that the inevitable re-
sult will simply be a period ol renew-
«d preparations and then another lest
of strength between the nations whose
interests must always and unavoid-
ably elash and conflict with each oth-
er,

Or eourse this is contrary to the be
lief and predietions of some, who have
professed to see in the present war
lesson to humanity that might lead to
general agreement to provisions in-
tended to prevent international wars
in the foture. And yet, after all,
there is little on which to pin ihis
hope, and mueh o support the theory
and predietion of Mr. Maxim, From
time immemorinl men have fonght
with each other—singly, in groups, by
tribes and in vast organized armies—
and never yet have they learned the
lesson that it is best to live in peave
and harmony. Even the progress of
civilization has fiiled to eliminate
warfare, and the present war is itself
conspivuons proof of this. Why, then,
i there any good vesson for believ-
ing that this will be the last great
war? Ts it not jost ns reasonnble-
oven more %o, in fact—to beliove that
hisgtory will again repeat?

As for the predicted duration of
the present war, it seems unlikely, of
eourse, that the gruelling, grinding
stroggle can continne for another
three yvears, much less for seven years,
the extreme limit fixed by Mr. Max-
jm.  Yet it is possible that he s
nearer right than are other authorities
who insist ‘“‘another year will tell the
story,'" although iutelligent people
thronghont the world will hope lo see
the latier prediction come troe. Tt
eertainly if this war “‘settles noth
ing'" and is to be followed by others,
it is up to this nation to be prepared,
while failure in this respect would be
o grievous mistake.

OYOLE OF PROSPERITY.

It is an old axiom that hard times
and good times move in periodie ey-
oles of similar length and duration,
and experience has shown there s
some basis for this elaim.  Away baek
in bible times there is a retord of
seven lean years followed by seven
fut ones, and some anthorities are t1y-
ing to apply this old role to condi-
tious in the United States at the
present time. Tt s pointed out hit
following he panie of 1907, hard times
have eontinned for the specifisd per-
jodd in biblical history, that ig to say,
up to and ineluding 1014, The pred
ent yenr has withessed a deeiide]
ehange for the better, however, with
muny evidences of returning proiphr
ty, and this is necepted by some as
evidence that seven “‘fal’’ years To¢
this nation now are due and aetanlly
I|n|'l‘- l'l'l\l'lll“l'l{'l‘ll.

This theory may be a faneiful one
and without any real basis, yet every
one will hope it may work our in
setual fulfllment. Certainly the un-
merous signs of relurning prosperity
nre not fo be mistaken, and the
slrowdest observers are unanimons in
agresing that this prosperity is real
and is destined to continue and grow
for & considornble period, There are
some who maintain that the end of
the European war may bring a world-
wille reaction in bosiness, and that
this nation will suffer along with the
rest. On the other hand, it is stated
by good authorities that enough bus-
iness has already been booked in 'he
United States to earry good times
through 1916, st lenst, and withont re-
gard 1o what happens in other parts
of the world,

In any event, there ¢an be no ques-
tion that just at present this nation
ta the most prosperous and blessed
of amy in the entire world, and ecer
tainly thers in nothing as yet to in-
dieste a cheek to Ameriea's good for-
tune. On the other hand, there are

of the great commerecial interests of
the country—especially the railroads
—have been keeping exponditures
down so ¢losely during the lean years
that they must soon enter the market
for long-deferved supplies, and some
of them are already doing so. Also it
hns been history that when the rail-
roads are prosperons and buying, the
whole populaee is likely also to enjoy
good times,

Every indication, in fact, now points
10 & progressive incrense in prosperi-
ty in the United Statey, and there is
no renson to helieve it will not lust
at least as long as the fraditional sev-
on yeurs,

THE PROPOSED MERGER.

The aeitation ameng their membor-
ship to effect n consolidation of the
La Creole and Commercinl clubs of
Dallas is having the effect of bringing
out considernble opposition to the
merger, wnd espeeinlly so from mem-
bers of the former organization, the
opinion being expressed smong these
that the aims and objects of the elibs
are so (istinetly different the nbsorp-
tion of evither might have a tendency
to result in the obliteration of the
very things whick they nre ealenlated
to promole; The La Creole elub is
purely o social organization, while
the Commereinl elub is intended to
promote the material intorests of the
community as o busipess orgnnization,
The argument is also advanced that
there are many members of the La
C'reole club who are from the younger
set, and whose sole purpose in being
identifled with it is to reeeive the
amusement privileges which aserue )
them throngh the payment of monthly
dues, and who, having no finanvial in-
terests in the commanity, give liltle
heed to its advancement, While the
arguments may or may nof he well
founded, it is nevertheless trie that
opposition to the proposed plan, which
wag flist sngzested by the social elnb,
is meeting with so much spposition
that its suecessful consummation is
senrcely probable.

With a well formulated working
plan, however, fhe merger should
prove advantageons to all poneerned,
and espoginlly so sinee the member-
ship of one is to o considerable ex-
tent the membership of the other. Hut
it is feared by these who refuse to
entertiin the proposition tha: the La
Creole olub might lose its ilentity,
antd become absorbed absuiutelv by
the commercin]l organization, and thils
would be withont their liking, The
committees appointed o investigate
the mode of procedute throngh which
the elubs nt Salem were recontly
merged are now aeting inguisiterial-
Iy, and until sueh time as they sub-
mit their report it would be well to
withhold judgment, 1f the consolida-
tion can be effected without one or-
gonization serionsly conilieting with
the sims amd objeets of (he other,
then why not merge?

INCONSISTENT.

“fvery day seores of babies who
have every right and reason to live—
normal, healthy babies who ought lo
live—die through the ignoranee or
neglect of their parents, and no pub-
lic protest is made, Yet because a
baby that had no excuse for living is
mereifully allowed to die by the hos-
pital authorities—beennse u ehild born
defective and deformed is not saved
for a life of misery to itself and its
parents—the eountry cries out and
public opinion divides as to whether
the aet wis one of humanity or bar-
barity. ' "—Exchange.

There is much more than the pro-
verbial gruin of teuth in the nbove
obsorvation, which in fact, reveals ou-
Iy one of numerows human inconsis-
tencies that defy both explanation
md understanding. In fael, the world
is foll of eurions examples of glanng
varintion between the professions and

wetual eonduct of the latter. This is
so in private affairs, in soeinl rela-
tions, and with respect to the attitude
and  denlings of organized govern-
ments. We prate of peoce, truth, duo-
ty, justice, vighteousness and haman
byotlerhood, and then
trn about and at times lgnore or
flagrantly violate these very worthy
basie prineiples.

Inconsisteney, in fact, s as much a
rule of human eondoet as is faithfal
sdherence to n line of conduet in
keeping with our solemn professions
and expressed convietions, although
the lntter, fortunately, is always in
the ascendency. In other words,
while homan frailty results in many
slips of plain inconsistency, truth,
justiee, righteousness and o seuse of
duty still are the predominant influ-
ences which direet and eontrol ho-
man motives and human actions, mak-
ing the net result both beneficial and
ereditable.

And this is just as true in the ecited
example of inconsistensy as it is with
all other experiences in life. The note
of protest and eriticiam over the
death of this one infant, when han-
dreds of other deaths, due to negleet
and worse, are permiMed (o pass al-
most unroticed, proves nothing more
than the human wind is controlled by

avowed beliefs of mankind and the |

deliberately |

tice, and is ever ready to respond
when its attention is ealled to a con-
crete ense,  And in all sueh eases,
both smull and large, the fnal human
jndgment will be ns near right as hu-
man intelligente ean perceive the
right. For while inconsistenciés creep
in, humnnity still pins its faith to
vight principles;, and always comes
back to them with a sincerve desive to
make human conduet, individually
and collectively harmonize with those
prineciples.

Newszpapers which arve seeking to
muke the first anniversary of the new
banking systém point o moral or
adorn o tale are simply wasting time,
The first year proves absolutely noth-
ing. Banking and all other business
has been earried on under abnormal
conditions. Until the fleld elears and
it i possible to assign to wll the fue-
tors of the now situstion conelusions
vegarding the new law are worth con
sidering.

What now? Woodrow wants to
raise the tariff on wool and tax the
small wage enmers” income. No won-
der Mrs, Galt wants him to horey up
that marringe. She's going to have
but precious little time in the White
house the way things look now.

e et

Quick and ensy communication be-
tween Ltowns, cities, townships, counn-
ties nod states is one of the great
needs of modern times, but to have
this, inter-ecounty, interstate and nn-
tional rondzs must be eonstrueted, re

paired and maiotained,
e e ety

President Underwood of the Ere
has just been eleeted n divector of the
Southern Pacifle, whicl sounds well
for that road, for he does not asso-
cinte himsell with decadent enter-
prises.

According fo one military authority,
six babies are born in Germany 1o ev-
ery soldier killed in war. And you
have to wmdmit it is pretty hard to
beat a ‘“system'’ of thuat kind.

As Christmas approaches there is
o inereasing politeness among rela-
tives and friends, as usual

Well, if we just must have that in-
ter-county bridge, here goes,
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: OTHER THINGS *
: A Rare and Curious Collection 4

of Fact and Fancy.

f'i'l"".-l-i#‘.#f"ii:

The Has and the Are
I'1 vather be o Could Be,
If I could not be an Are!
For a Could Be is n May Be,
With a ehanee of touching par.
I’d eather be a Has Been,
Than a Might Have Been, by far,

For a Might Have Been has never
besen,
But a Has was onve an Are.

—Selected.

Doe. Cherringtom was ecomforiahly
onseonsed in the protecting arms of
lold Morpheus, Iaboring vader the hal-
lucination that he was again back in
Obio amid Yuletide festivities, anid
that the tintinnambulation of the
merry sleighbells was beckoning him to
Join a happy and eareftee throue in
ecelebrating the jovous sesson, when
the alarm of fire was sounded Fri-
day might. Only half appreciating
the meaning of the screeching whis-
tles, be hurmiedly rushed forth to save
life and properiy from the destroving
element. Resching the conflagration
his first thought was to save those in
pesil from the burming building. His
cagle eye discerned through the dense
smoke the form of a fair young il
as she was elinging desperately 1o a

window wll far above the ground.
With the alertness of younger days.
he 8 Indder and with one

of it agninst the struecinre, mounted
it nnd while others gnzed in horvoy
ppom the seene lest two lives instend
of one should be blotted from the di-
rectory  he descendeod  with  stewdy
tread and plisced his burden salely at
the feer of the applauding specintors.
Again and again did he go to anl fro,
delivering helpless women aml elil-
dren from the leaping flames, until
the lost one wos saved, when he fell
it o limp and semi-lifeless heap. I
had performed a grand snd noble
dead, the intent and purpose of wiich
wag not to merit the spplaudits and
commendation of his fellow man but »
deed of valor for humanity's sake,
But with its completion had come
physieal echinustion aml he seareoly
retained  sufficient stewgth to pick
his weakened self from tae Hloor ol
bis apartwents, where he haa divam-
ed of his heroic ael, and to erawl
baeck between the sheets,

Speaking of Roads.

J. Waldo Finn, the debonair voad-
master, says:  ““You're a darn rusenl
if you do, and a darn fool if you don’t,
I'd rather be a darn raseal than a
durn fool any day."’

“The man who allows hiz life to
justify itgelf, and lets his work speak,
ond when reviled reviles not again,
must be a very great and lofty soul.’’
— Hubbard,

Jim Freneh had the assaring gall|
to tell us that he had been kissed
once by o girl other than one of the|
family. Livea there n girl with taste
s dead? Preposterons. We can’t|
belivve Jim's story, beeanse, in the|
first place he'd pever remove his own|
horn from his lips long enough to be
kissed. i

Bill While says: “Never has it|
fniled to matennlize, when I had|
mighty hopes and high aspirations in|
n matrimonial way, that some one
would telieve me of the girl and with-
ot prospicience, That's why 1'm so
happy today.'"

There Dallas Boys Are Whizzers.

Considerable family uneasiness ns
well as loeal {.'lmi'l]b, is the opteome
of a fervid love affair between af
young man of Dallas and an Im!n-l
pendence lnss, both being only fifteen |
yewrs of nge. The young people sim-|
ply declare Yhey cannot live \ni!llnult
each other and openly defy their par-|
emts.—Enlerprise,

We've been sick in bed and penni- |
less sinee Saturday and won't be able
to Gl the eolumn this week, We're
|eating through the good heartedness
|of Dr. Staats and some of the other
0, A. C, supporters who saved a bone
or two from the wreek, Next week s
eheck may put us on our feel again
alter dreaming of 9 to 0 for seven
dayvs, |

We didn't got to langh at Boots
Kersey, the tanker, and Walt, Vassall, |
the banker., And we ean’t
find an alily

seem o

|
A consignment of very pretty pur- |
ple and gold pennants am gifts foy
standard schools doring the present
year, have been received sl Superin- |
tendent Seymour’s office. There are |
about thirty pennants in the lov and |
that would indieate that the offiee
has high hopes for the county sehools. |
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Dallas Grocery Co.

Buceessor to Bimonton & Scott.

" Asks-a Continuation of the Old
Firm’s Business.

We are out after new bus-
Give us a trial.

We give JA" Green Trad-

; ing Stamps.
Our Prices Are Right
?

HEN i need of

Athletic Sup-

plies, Flash-
lights and Batteries, Pock-
et Cutlery, Bicyeles, Mo-
torcycles, Sundries, Blast-
ing Powder, Gun Repair-
ing, Umbrella Repairing,
Bieycle and Motoreycle Re-
dairing, orinfact any light
Mechanical Repairing, call

L. B. HIXSON, Jr.

PHONE 1072, 315 MAIN 8T,

When We Hand
| You Qur Esti-
mates

| of the cost of the lumber you require
[¥ou can depend upom it that the fig-

ER WRAPPERS

GET THEM

| ures will be as low as first-class, well
seasoned lumber can be sold for bon-
{estly. If you pay more you pay teo
| mmch. Ifmm_mm_
]Im-hmmyemm.
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