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GILBERT AS A WIZARD,

Curleus Tricks of an Old Time Investl-
gater of Electricity.

H. G, Wells bas called attention In
“The World Bet Free" to a half for
gotten worthy who, In "“the spacions
times of great Elitabeth,” loomed large
Indeed. Belence, to be wure, does not
forget him, and one great Bnglish poet,
Dryden, bhas proclaimed with resonant
emphasia;

Gllbert shall lve untll londstones cease
to draw,

Nevertheless bow many young stu-
dents of electricity today ever heard
of Willlum Gllbert?

“It was Gllbert, Queen Hilzabeth's
court physlclan, who first puszled his
brains with rubbed amber und bits of
Elnsa and sllk and shellac,” snys Mr.
Wells, “and so began the quickening
of the human mind to the existence of
this universal presence. And even
then the sclence of electricity remalned
A mere lttle group of curlous facta for
200 years, connected perhaps with mag-
nellsin—a mere guess that—perhaps
with the lghining. * * * Except for
the lghtning conductor, it was 250
years before electriclty stepped out of
the cabinet of selentifie curfosities into
the life of the common man."

Gllbert's theories and guesses about
magnetism—be concluded that the
warld 18 a vast spherical magoet—were
serfous and farreaching, and he em-
bodled them in a book with a ponder-
ous Latin title—the first great book on
physics published In England. But his
experiments wera chiefly of the curio
and piaything sort. An English col-
lectlon of Ellzabethan letters and an-
ecdotes of court lfe quotes the opln-
fon of a provinelnl young lady of qual-
ity, but recently come up to London to
accept o position In the queen’'s house-
hold, who had witnessed some of them.
Bhe wrote home to her mother:

“The queen 18 now well recovered
of her slcknesse, which was but Utle,
tho It lookt at first as it wold be greate,
8he puts much truste In her Doctor,
one Gilbert, and soe doe ber ladils for
the moste parte, and I am lsoght at
by alle but onely Lady Margaret for
that I doe fear the man nod his cures
that they bee not such as are permited
to Xtlan (Christinn folke to undergoe.
I have seen him playe strange tricks,
takelug, for the diverssion of the
queen’s ladis, n sllke glove from ono
and ler bedes of ambre from another
and a serappe of the writelng of her
Love from aunother, If she bave it nbout
ber and can be purswaded to give it
uppe, and wakelng the one to russle
and glve forthe speckles of fyre, and
the others one to plek the other uppe
by touching of It—and n blacke calte
comeing In he rubed her that she bris-
sled and gave forthe little Cyres that
daunced alonge her furre o the dark
as If the wyches that love blacke eaties
were strokelng bersbnck. Soche mat-
ters are of the divel and shalde not be
medled with for sporte, they are not
maeet for good Xtinna"™

Poor, timid little lady! If she deem-
el Dr. Glibert's tricks and cures of
300 years ago so perllons to the soul
what would she have thought of the
electric shocks, baths, go and all
the waried tlogling, prickling, crack-
ling and spark spltting electrical
devices of our modern physiclans?

Before the Toothbrush.

Before the Invention of toothbrushes
people used to clean thelr teeth with
linen. This Is evident from Willlam
Vaughan's “Fifteen Directions to Pre-
serve Health,” pablished 1602 in which
the muthor tellsa those who want to
keep the teeth “white and uncorrupt”
that they muwst wash the mouth after
every meal, “sleepe with the mouth
somewhat open * * * and in the morn.
ing take a Uonnen<cloth and rub the
teeth well within and without” In
Voughan's time severnl varleties of
tooth powder were known, the recipe
for one of the simplest belng as fol
lows: “Burne o plece of Corke till it
looks lke a Coale, then take it out of
the Fyre and it will fall to asbes,
wherewith rob your teeth.”"—London
Chronlele.

Fresh Figs.

The first known tree referred to In
the Bible Is the Og tree, We are apt
fo think of figs as very sweet dried
frult, brown in color, packed luto long
wooden boves. When newly gathered
figs are rather like pears in shape and
of n green or purple color, Eaten in
this state, the people of the enst con-
slder them the most dellclous of frolt,
but the figs nre alvo dried, and in that
form are inciuded In almost every
meal,

The Modern Way.

Mrs. Heory Peck—Men bave degen.
ernted sadly since the days of chival
ry. Bir Walter Raleigh spread his
cloak on the ground for the queen to
wilk on. Women do not walk on
men's cloaks in these modern days
Mr. Henry Peck—No; they walk on
men's pecks now.—Puck.

Open to Convigtion,

“T understand,” said Mr. Dolan, “that
you declared there shonld be no more
fghtin".”

“1 sald that™ replied Mr. Rafferty.
“But | never was obstinate, an' mebbe

a few words of argument Crom ,rou!

ean make me change my mind"—
Washington Star,

A Dilemma.

Wife—Henry, you really must have
the landlord come and see for himself
the awfol damage the railn did to our
eeillng. Hub—! can't without letting
him see the damage the children bave
done to the rest of the house —Boston
Transcript.

We are sll born for love. IT s the
principle of existence and its only end.
—Disraell

ANIMAL INTELLIGENCE.

Cats, Dogs and Monkeys Scem to Be In
a Class by Themselves.

Horses are genernlly given credit for
a great deal more Intelligence than
they actually possess, Belentific tests
show that In wisdom such as human
belngs display horses are hopelessly
outelnssed by dogs, monkeys and even
cats.

The horse can be tnught to do certnin
things just becnuse he is too stupid to
hoave any fdeas of his own. Like many
human prize pupils, he can learn, but
cannot thiuk,

Bo far ng Intelligence goes, paycho-
logical experiments show that it is
practically a dead heat betweon cats,
dogm and monkeys.

The dog hns human morals; there-
fore people are upt to pssume that be
has humnn logie, But the cot, say cer
tnin persons; in sheer bralns stands
next to man, Ee has the adaptive in.
telligence that makes him equally at
home in parlor and wild woods and gets
Wim a Uving anywhere, A eat, It 18
argued, ean think faster and take care
of himself under more different condl-
tons than any other lving thing ex.
tept man

Monkeys undoubtedly seem more in-
telligent than they really are beciuse
thoy resemble human belngs In netions
and outward appearance so much more
closely than other animals,

Bome sclentists malntaln that, al-
though the monkey may be really no
more intelligent than the cat or dog.
his Intelligence ts certalnly more ke
the human type,

Although he may mot think better,
his methods of thought are more llke
those of a man than are those of the
other animnls,—Cleveland Plain Dealer,

BLACK OPALS.

These Gems Fairly Blaze With Myrlad
Shades of Color,

Those exquisite gems, black opals,
which were practically unknown up
tll comparatively recently, cost more.
carat for carat, than do diamonds even,
while experts declare that they are in-
fAinitely more beautiful,

And In thls counection it may be
pointed out that the term “black opnl"
Is distinetly misleading. It was coln.
ed to distingulsh It from the famillar
light opal. As a matter of fact, the
black opal Is alive with myriad shades
of flaming splendor, from brightest
tints of green glowing fire to meteoric
gold or lavender that in an lostant
quivers to erimson or slips into molten
roby ot sapphire as the aogle of light
alters,

Black opals are dear, not only be
cause they are so beautiful, but be-
cause they are so rare. They are found
only at one spot, n comparatively small
tract of ground In New South Whales,
adjolning the Queensland border.

The fleld 18 called Lightning ridge
It Is a wild and desolute spot. The
nearest towns to It are Walgett and
Collarendabri, and it is about 500 miles
from Sydney as the crow flles.

Black opal mining is about the big-
gest gamble extant. There {8 really
nothing to guide the miner in selecting
A lkely spot. The work is hard. The
shafts average forty feet in depth, and
all rock has to be "bucketed” to the
top. Water I8 scarce, food almost un.
obtalnable. On the other band, the
prospector who s lucky enough to
stumble upon a pocket of falr sized,
fawless stones reaps a fortuune forth-
with.—Pearson’'s Weekly.

How We Read.

Ollver Wendell Holmes owned up
to his preference for reading in books
to reading through them. “When 1 set
out to read through a book,” the au-
tocrat wrote, “1 always felt that 1 hoad
A sk before me, but when | read in
a book it was the page or the para-
graph that | wanted, which left
ita lmpression and became a part of
my inteliectua) furniture.” If we were
only franker most of us would con-

fess to belng llke Holmes in this mat-
ter of our reading.—New York Tele |
gram.

Angient Trades.

Bygope trudes have a way of prov-
ing on Investigation to be only modern |

‘ industries under another name. A myl-
ner, for Instance, was only a miller, |

after all, apd n parmenter was noth- |
Ing more strange than a tallor, though |
| not even the experts are certaln why
be was 8o ealled. A raflman, bowever, |
Is more Interesting. Raff (an ally of
the present word rafter) was forelgn
timber, and & rafman was one who |
dealt in it—London Chronicle, |

Book Coansumption

In the United States but one person
In 7500 buys & book in the course of a
year, while In Great Britain it is one|
in 3500: in France It Is about the
same; In Germsny and Japan It s
rather better, and In Switzeriand it s
one In 872 Chesper books. In paper
covem, account for some of this differ
ence. But whatever the cause it re-
mains true that the Europeans buy
twice as many books per capita as we
| do.~Atiantic Monthly,

A Boast Resented.

“1 always try to attend to my own
basiness.” snld the self approving man

“That's jes" what folks are talkin'
about™ replied Farmer Corntossel
“Tendin' to your own business ain't
what we elected you to the legislature |
fur"—Washington Star.

Protested.
"Villain, 1 defy you." sald the ber
| sine. drawing berself to ber full belght
Do your sorst"™
| “Don’t ask him to do that mise”
pleaded a voice from the gallery. “His
scting & bad enough as §t & —8SL
Lonis Post-Disparch. |

A CHINESE JACOB.

His Wily 8chems by Which Haien Feng
Reached the Threne.

How Hsion Feng, widning his father's
favor after the manner of Jacob, refgn-
ed In his stead and hastened the swilt
decline of the Manchu dynasty in Chl-
ns is told by Messrs, H, Backhouse
and J. O, P. Blund in “Annals and
Memolrs of the Court of Peking."

Townrd the end of his reign Tao
Kuang, concerned a8 to the succession,
had almost decided to confer it upon
his favorite son, Prince Kung, a young
man much superfor in charcter and
Intelligence to bim who eventuslly be-
eame helr to the throne. It happened,
bhowever, that the latter's tutor, Teao
Chenyung, knew of the emperor's pre-
dllection and, desiring to enhance his
own position, cast about for some
means of inducing the soverelgn to
chonge his mind and confer the sue-

cesafon upon his pupil i

The emperor, following the dynastic
tradition. bad given orders one day
that his sons should go hunting tn the
southern park. Etiguette required that
a prince who hnd not completed his
atudies should ask his tator for permis-
slon to absent himself for the day.
Hslen Feng therefore mttended at the
lecture room in the palace and found
his tutor there alone, The prince went
op and, making the bow that ceremony
requires, asked for lenve.

Tano nsked for what purpose, and he
answered:

“I'be emperor wishes me to take a
day’'s shooting.”

Tsao whispered to him:

“Ako (the Manchu word used in
spenking of or addressing princes
meaning, literally, elder brother), take
my advice: When you reach the park
sit yon and watch the others shooting.
Do not fire n shot and give orders to
your huntsmen not to set any traps, If
the emperor wsks you for your reason
tell him that at thls spring season it
I8 not right to take life because both
birds and beasts hiove their young to
take care of and such slaughter is a
violation of natural harmony, Take
care not to quarrel with your brothers,
but do not endeavor to emulate them,
If you, ako, will remember this, you
are certaln to win his majesty's ap-
proval, for I know his disposition, On
this hinges your whole futnre. Be
careful; do not forget"

When the princes returned In the
evenlng and reported to thelr father
only Hslen Feng had an empty bag.
To Tuo Kunng's questions he roplled
exactly as his tutor had told him to do.

The emperor was delighted and said,
“This s the conduct of n superior
man,” and from that day he decided
to make him his heir.

In later years, when Tao Euang had
passed away, Hslen Feng ralsed his
tutor to the mnk of assistant grand
secretary, but he dled before attalning
to still higher honors

When Tosti Kissed Malba,

The first time 1 sang “Goodhy” it
was In Tostl's studlo, and he played
the accompaniment himself. The lines
“Hush—a volee from far away;" “Lis-
ten and ‘learn,” It seems to say; “All
the tomorrows shall be as today!"” *The
cord is frayed, the cruse Is dry; the
link must break and the lamp must
dle,” 1 sang throughout planissimo,
with only the two slight crescendos
that he had marked in the muale,
Btopping suddenly at the end of those
phrasen, Tost! kissed me and exclaim-
ed, “That is the way | heard 1t [
knew what be meant. The desire
prompted by lpagination in Its compos-
itng bad been reallzed. And | was very
happy. — Mme, Mealba in " Woman's
Home Companion.

Turn the Children Leooss.

Turn them loose, That ls the best
way to develop the muscles of boys
and giris. Turn them loose and let
them live wild—ellmb trees, jump
fences, chase squirrels, play with the
dogs, dig in the garden, pick Bowers,
hop, skip and jump and do all sorts
of things that a oatural human anl-
mal wants to do. The trouble ia. our
boys and girls are tamed too moch,
We are all born wild and In the civiliz.
ing process have to e tamed more or
less. Most of us. however, get tamed
top much. We become so tamed that
we are spolled.—Good Health,

e —
Norway Hotel System.

There s n capital hotel system In
vogue Iln certain parts of Norway.
villages where no hotel existn one of
the more prominent inhabitants ts sub-
sidized by the Norwegian government
and in return Is bound to provide me-
commodation for pot fewer than four
travelers. He may take In more If be
choowes, but four s the minlmum, The

| secommodation and food supplled are

and the ch lerute.

Garden Society.

"Why is the Wy so0 baughty? In.
quired the mushroom “Sbe barely
nods to the rest of pa"

“Bhe I8 very prond.” ezplaloed the
Ivy. “She regards you as an upstart
and me as a clilmber.”—Kansas City
Journal.

Lestharback Turtle.

A marine creature hard to keep alive
in captivity s the lemtherback turtie
The leatherback In n sea turtle, and it
Is the bigzest of all the turtlea. It
grows to welgh a thoosand pounds or
wore, six or elght times as much as a
man

Quits the Conmtrary.
“Does your wife husband your re
sotrrees ™
*Not while she's trying to husband
our daughiern."—Baltimore Arest~an

Good luck ta but another same for

lem is “What to Eat.”
For breakfast, lunch,

New

flavour.

In this new process

teristic of the

New

body and firmness---don’t

After the
Honeymoon--

The bride’s first and never-ending prob-

could one have more delicious than

Post
Toasties

These new flakes are made of choice In-
dian Corn, cooked and toasted by a new
method that brings out a wonderful new

pands the interior moisture producing little
pearl-like “puffs,” a distinguishingZcharac-

For a flavour test, eat some dry. Then notice these New Toasties have a

Your Grocer Has Them Now

or supper, what

Post
Toasties

intense heatjfex-

Post Toasties

mush down when cream or milk is added.

CityTransfer

W. R. COULTER, Proprietor

The world moves itself;
We move anything else

Piano and Furniture Mov-

ing a Specialty

Stand—Kersey’s Confec-
tionery. Phone 1061

Residence Phone 1202

DR. STONE'S
POISON OAK
REMEDY

A mnow white medicine, soft and
soothing to the akin, applled every
hour at once relleves and soon cures
POISON OAK

Price 26c. and G0c.. For sale by all
druggists.

The Observer, a Twice-a-Week pa-
per, costs no more than a weekly.

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

THE CIDY CORE

ICE CREAM - CANDY - OIGARS
TOBACCO

B. R. REED °
COURT STREET.

“Everything is Done
Electrically Now”

“Yes, boy, in my day we had long lines of overhead shafting
with fapping belts right at our elbows. We had to watch close
or get hurt. There were lots of accidents. Then too, every
time we wanted to change speed we had to throw a running
belt. - There were only three or four speeds at that.”

“You can't realize how easy we have it here with these
G-E motors that will give you any speed you wane by simply
turning a crank that can't go wrong."

G-E motors will help you avoid accidents and ins

crease production. Ask

THE

OREGON POWER CO.

LET US EXPLAIN OUR NEW COOKING RATE TO YOU

NE CANPROVE T

SOME GROCERIES FLUCTU-
ATE IN PRICE WITH THE MAR-
KET; BUT, NO MATTER WHAT

THE LOWEST,

EHREWD BRUYING AND A BIG
TRADE THE ANSWER.

YOUR PATRONAGE ON TRIAL
IS SOLICTTED.

PUT US TO THE PROOF.

SIMONTON & SCOTT

Fhone 18. &35 Court street.

ERNEST HANSON

THE MARKET, OUR PRICE IS !

-
3
=

WE MOVE ANYTHING
THAT IS MOVEABLE

PROMPT SERVICE
 G. A. &L C. MUSCOTT & A. P. STARR, Props.

TeTeTeTeeYeee

Carpenter and Contractor, ‘lan-pl-i
pering and Paluting, Cement |
and Brick Werk

612 Orchard Ave. FPhone West Mﬂi

Toa. 423 Ellls Street

Twice-a-Wesk Observer $1.50 a Tear. |

Olmerver want ads. do the biz

AND ALL EKINDS OF GOOD PRINTING AT THE OBSERVER




