Our Stock of New Spring Suits

will be complete in a few days.

. Here. Other

Wait and see the

Norfolk Suits

We Have Them at all Prices

$8.00 to $25.00

IF YOU WANT WINTER SUITS
We still have a few left at Sale
Prices. We guarantee every Suit
and WE will be here NEXT month
to make our guarantee good.

.~ Slﬂ’b .._it-ﬁ.!

be here in a few days.

will

Get one

Paintings this week

Don't Wait

e — "

of those Beautiful Oil

Small Oil Painting FREE
with each $5 Purchase

Large Oil Painting FREE
" with Each $10 Purchase

To fit-these Paintings at very low prices this week—Take
advantage of these low prices as it will cost you much
more to have your painting framed after this week.

Save all your Cash Slips and get your Paintings before

Dallas Mercantile Co.

FRAMES

Saturday, M_arch 8th

A Beautiful Line of

Ladies’
Waists

In Silks, Emroideried |
Voils and Linens

Manish Skirts in Madras & Silks) |

Embroideried Silk Skirts |

Heavy 45-inch Embroideried Flouncing |

SPRING DRESS GOODS |

Big stock of New Spring Dress|
Goods. Can’t put them in thej
window while the artist is paint-|
ing, but come in and see them. * |
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THE SOHOONS AND PROGRESS.

——

Elsewhere The Observor prints an
article from the pen of George C.
Mitty, of Kols, in which that gentle-
. man takes npon himself the duty of
eritic of the present home eredit plan
now in use in seversl sahools of Polk
pounty and which bas been found to
work satisfactorily, as we are reliably
informed, in  every community in
which it has been tried. We do not
give spaca to Mr. Mitty's artiole be-
enise we aseribe to his views, but
merely to show Hiat, no malier what
progress advaneed thought and med-
etn ideas may accomplish in this
vountry, even in so promounced & way
ua they have done in the school sys-
tem; there are those who eling to for-
mer methods and ideas. The Eola
eritie admils that he is giving these
problemws “‘stody in repose and soli-
= tude'' and one is foreed to the con-
. elusion, alter bis  eritivism,
. that thet is the only way in which
: he B investigated them. We
sume that Mr. Dykstra, ose of the

i

3 &

”l'

tributable to what he is pleased to
term ‘‘erralie fads,’” which has re-
sulted in their losing sight of the real
aims to be aecomplished in & eommon
school education. We do not believe
it. We refuse fo aceept any theory
0s tenable which tends to prove that
any pupil, who finds a genuine inter-
est in his school and in his studies,
will forget the important ends in-
volved or the work to be acsomplish-
ed in the school room. We have al-
ways thought that the more interest
any pupil showed in his work and in
his school life, the more ecortain
would be his progress along all lines
taught therein. It is the unstudious,
uninferested pupil that fails to pass
his examination, and to attempt to
prove thal, beeause the pupils were
wholly interested in some one bruncis
of the school work, that they have
failed in the others, is the rankest
kind of folderol. All efforts along
modern thought in edueationn]l mat-
ters has been to interest the pupils
and to hold that interest, and that,
we take it, is the primary objeet of
the home eredit plan. Possibly, if
the home gredit plan had not been in
operation, or some of the other “‘er-
ratio fads"’ of which Mr. Mitty de-
elaims, the percentage of suceecssful
examinations might have been econ-
siderably reduced.

Mr. Mitty tells one truth, however,
in his artiele, and that is thact one of
the primiry objeets of the school sys.
tem is Lhe building of character. We
all grant it. Aod if the chill wha
is taught that his duty is to share his
portion of the burden at home, that
he should oullivate industrious hab-
its, and exercise care in his personal
appearance and daily Life, fs net
bi:lding character, we do not know
how it oan be done. This is the aim
of the home eredit system, ns we un-
derstand it. The schools of today are
different from those of the past, but
g0 is pmactisally everything else in
the business and soeial world and our
oducational system is bui keeping
gtep with the mareh of progress
Those who still eling to the old idea
that the “‘three Rs'' ecomprise all
that is necessary in eduestion are

the Intest notable example, ovidently
being the Eola eritie.

We presume that the attacks of
Mr. Mitty will not
the stheme. But it must be admit-
ted that such arguments, and the po-
sition which bhe sssumes, have form-
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paid in proportion to their ability.
When . this sball have been ascom-
plished, we shall no longer see them
flocking to other states and giving
to the children of other communities
the energy, the skill and the up-
building influences which should be
Oregon's. Those who have* refused
these flatiering offers, and Have re-
mained to give our sehools their hest
efforts are entitled to the thanks of
all who believe in progress and that
the home eredit plan has been the
outgrowth of bright and brainy
minds, and essentially a home prod-
uct is & eredit to the state and to her
modern instruetors,

N
WHICH SHALL IT BE?

Nobody ean envy the duty which
faces the Dallas eity couneil in the
seleetion of the proper paving for the
proposed hard - surfacing of the
streets of the city. There is no ques-
tion regarding the sentiment here re-
garding paving, and that it is praeti-
eally unanimous for improvement is
eertain, But there is a wide differ-
ence in opinion as to the best meth-
ods and the proper material to be
usad. All are united, or ought to be,
on the proposition that we should gel
the best possible pavement, eommen-
surate with the needs of the city, and
get it as cheaply as possible. Fur-
ther, the taxpayers and property
owners should receive the fullest ben-
efit of the work siready done and for
the money already exepended in
street work. We frankly confess
that we do not know whether bita-
lithie is the proper pavement, but we
do believe that it isn’t the method
to be employed if wa are to be asked
un excessive price for its use. It
isn't the only pavement which may
be used—there are others fully ==
satisfactory and, from presént infor-
metion, which may be had at greatly
reduced figures from that guoted by
the bitulithie people. Of eourse they
say that other pavements are cheap
and inferior and not serviceable, but
the experience of other ecitics has
shown that this is untrue.

During a recent conversation with
A representative of soother form of
pavement, the writer was informed
that, if the streots of Dallss were al-
ready graded and if no further work
of this sort was reguired, that it was
his opigion thet his company could
pave the streets for not to dxeeed 75
conts per square yand, and guaraniee
the work to be fully equal in
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““that sueh is mere assertion.’
reply, T will refer to but one recorded |
school fact; and that is that in a| g
state-wide eighth grade examination &4
last year, about three-fourths or more

stances, for the city coungil to make
an investigation on its own initiative
withont depending on the smooth-
tongned representalives of any pav-
ing eompany. Junketing trips at the
expense of paving eoncerns have nev-
er proven satisfactory nor have they
accomplished the objects sought. It
isn’t neeessary to be accompanied by
4 pavement contractor when we in-
spect any sort of method or work of
this kind. The pavement is there and
it speaks for itself. All that is nee-
Separy. is to jutersiew s fey of the pupils ¢an gain holidays as merit re-
business men and the truthfal results | wqrds and later receive demerits in
of the experiments will be Ienrnatl| the form of decreased percentages in
from the people best qualified to, their study examinations, is certainly
Judge. ]upm: a par with a faker's swindle.
What Dallas wants is the best|It may temporarily gull the children
pavement she ean have at ‘the least|into more aclive home industry; but
possible cost and The Observer is not | Sooner or later they will gain a moral
yet ready to declare that this is bitu- u-nhznllnn. of the bilkishness of the
lithis or any other atented process. | reward system A and it m”_not t:a 8
el p I morally elevating realization. The
Investigation will clear the atmos-|, o .. offered that the ehildren do
phere of this muddle and the ?if-ylnnl. take advantage of such holidays.
should take every advantage of the| [, reply, T will say that when a re-
experience of other cities where the | ward is offered, it should be offered
different modes have been fried. [in & way that it will be desired, ean
bl e |be accepted with pride, without any
The taxpayers of the state of Ore- questionable doubt of its fairness, or
gon ought to feel mighty (hankful ?‘h""' affecting l]}e educational stand-
i ey Naws sl st tind 18,1, e b, T, e s
in this man P‘kan' of Pm-'h‘md':nll_\' injurious; (‘l-_\n.RPI]llt!nll",' I would
Stung t.o the qmck b_\f 'heA mn,m“l of ask, nf)ﬂl'l what basis of f\nnnr does
the legislature to allow his bill for| g, " home-credit svstem rest? It is
#250 for “‘legal services’' rendered|gpproved by Alderman; who is Alder.
the state in ecertain referendum pro-|man? Also, who is the most modern-
ceedings, he announces that he will

of the pupils failed to pass. Was
it because efforts were concentrated
too much upon essentinls, diversified
too mueh upon erratie fads, or just
plain ineompetency of the leading ed-
ucafional forees?

because school holidays are offered as
an inducement, A system whereby

had
l'-y

ized, irrational, erratic, leading
once more call to his relief the|sehool instructor of the United States?
machinery of the ‘‘Oregon aystem”|'1'1me will tell. But examination tests
and eall upon the people to defeat all[°f pupils in studies and character
appropriations enacted by the legis- | *7¢ K0od signboards.

lotré in' 8id" of. the stafe’s ednca- Teachers thul canont inﬂue_nu- and
tionsl institutions. Thus Oregon’s| P]luwl'“{mg‘-' children to do their !!I_Illllul
Honal | . duties, as s meiter of duty to their
ingtitutions of higher learning are to . : -

. 1 e parents, and a eredit to their own
be agnin the prey of this pettifog-
ging Portland lawyer, and the deni-
saus of the famous North End are to

' hei ' free | hampered by any unjos ;
sgain reap lheir reward of free I ¥ any unjust set system.
drinks for n;mmg pelili()ﬂ:l ealeulat- | ‘“IJ" Dykstra says ““that I do not|wav
.1”0 stick a knife into the l.'niv(-r‘l realize that the home s the funda
&i

5 a

tion

posessing such abilities should not |-.|-|

vertises until business is good.
| looking over the eolumns of the Trib-

I eriticised the home-credit plan, |une, of that place, for the past 20
| years, we have never been able to lo-
cate his advertisement,
never good.

when the Oregon Railway Co.
incorporated with the avowed inten-

| propased to have the line conneet
| worth of eharacter, are nol fit to as-| both the Hill and Harriman roads in
sume charaeter training; and those| ! Deschutes valley.

lands belonging
der to aid the various Lribes in agri-
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(By F. M. B.)
‘N enterprising merchant at Cor-
nelius, in the Peaeeful Valley

eountry, says that he never ad-
In

Business was
If this same merchant
not been located in Peaceful Val-

PARK 18 GOOD INVESTMENF
Competent Adviee For Dallas Comes
McMinnyille, -

The Polk County Observer i wont
to refer to MeMinnville whenever it
brings up an example as a spur to ifs
own community. s This is well and
‘proper, but it said the other day in
speaking of onr ity park that'if was
not favored by nature, Now 161,
eome off. You stand alone
opinion, Come down and look oy
You haven't been there, haveEgon!
Natural beauty is the chief ol
our park. [ts rotund depressions and
gentle declivities, Bowing broak and

the tale would not have been un-

folded. Neither would eobwebs have
adorned his door. Peaceful Valley is
located three miles out of Podunk-
ville and the whole township ‘‘under-
stands each other’’—every merchant
is related in some way to the other
merchant, or the other merchant’s
wife, and if a stranger comes to the
valley and starts up in business the
other merchants hold a family reun-
ion and invite the stranger into a
game of ““freeze-out.’” Cold feet and
chills attack the stranger and he im-
mediately treks to a place where the
woodbine twineth not, and the whang-
doodle lieth not in wait,
advertises some, the
rear, business bustles
advertises some more, tells the truth ! ;
about his goods, and prosperity wax-| 0
eth warm. He doesn't wait any more
for business to grow—but makes it
grow with up-to-date methods.
slory never had a moral,

Then he

up, and—he|

This

New Electric Line.

An eleetrie line from Salem to Bend

plan proposed the past week,

was

It is
with

of building such & road.

To Im;;E:-ve _ﬁu&viﬁnm

The Indian service has g plan under

to elear cut-over

and logged-oft

to the Indians in or-

cobwebs disap- ||

spouting fountain, its natural foliage,
its waterfalls’ adjoining and & four
spattered matermill in the hack
ground, makes a superb setling. Dal-
las has a fine loeation for & pa

the LaCreole stream eannol be sur
passed in its rippling beauty. By all
means, Dallas, get a park. It is one
of the best investments a commuuily
can make—Telephone-Register.

cultural " progress. It is estimated
there are about 10,000 acres in Oregon
reservations that will be ' improved
in this way.

TOWERS r-xgnmii

the Agrieultural eollege. mental institotion of eivilization *

e | Bosh! Tt seems that the « rralie, irra-
tional loeced buneh of leaders in edy-|
eational work, do not realize the needs
of the children, the homes and the
nation. It is character; Just, nobls,
sublime charncters, possessing  un-

Signed communications. winl be | “fish, selfsacrificing love, and a
printed under this head from mpom["“."*“ sense of justice und fairness for
sible parties but thelr pubumuon"”'] e g A
does not mecessarily Imply that they n the eommon sehools all efforis

express the sentiments of the sditor. | 7V be concentrated upon higher
charaeter (raining, and instruetion o

the common Eiglish branches: and vo-
eational training shounld come later in
life.

I sometimes wonder if pablie sehool
efforts were concentrated more upon
influencing and controlling charseter
growth, would there be such a erying!
ueed for the juvenile eouris? If that|
high sppeal to honor and self-respon- |
sibility. now being exemplified in our
Juvenile courts snd modern prisoms,
was transplanted into our eduestionsi
system, wonld there be such extensive |
-|veed for sueh ecourts and prisons ! It
an otnee of prevention is worth a
poand of eare, why neglect the ounee

{of prevention to the prospestive fu-
ture prisoser, while administering the |
pound of cure o the present convied-

! e\iﬂmiqﬂ:‘ E;::Jﬁll_\- so, when the |
e % bene o

I Kave not been muhy— ie !-WHH-!‘. - “|
neoes-|  Teach to spurn the tainted. befors |

o gain in-| voeatioon]l skill in  asquiring, and |
bpon such| pressing necessity srouwses s desice |
) -wisps are| and love for the almighty deller. |
wnf | In conclosion, | will say that thoss
edurational problems,

* J
Editorials of th
d ¥ 17 |

ATTACKS HOME OREDIT PLAN.
Eola Oritic Sees No Good in Advaned

Editor Observer:—I noticed an ar-
title in The Observer of February 14
from the pen of R. G. Dykstra of Su.
ver, condemning my article ing
nee. sohool fade, published i The OL
sarver. To I desire to mauke
reply through yogr valuable pabliea-
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When We Hand You Our
Estimate

of the cost of the lamber you require
¥ou can depend upon |t (hat the fig-
ures will be as low as frst-class, well
seasaned lumber can he p0ld for Mon-

estly. If you pay
much
ither -

more you pay oo

It you pay less you get less
qurlity or qeantity.

MuLmh.&on




