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Cotiiing 1010 T0@ tompouna Trom (ne
reur, 8heldon saw everything at once—
first, a gllmpse at the seda, where the
Martha flonted huge alongslde the cut-
ter and the keétch which hod rescued
her; and next, the ground in front of
the veranda steps, where a great
erowd of fresh caught eannlbals stood
at attention. rom the ract that each
wis attired In a new, snow white lavn-
layn, Sheldon kpew that they were
recrults. Part way up the steps one of
them was just backing down into the
crowd, while another, called out by
name, wis coming up. It was Joan's
voice thut had called him, and Shel-
don relped In his horse npd watehed.
Bhe sat a1t the hend of the steps, be-
hind a tnble. between Munster and his
white mnte, the three of thewn check-
Ing long sty Jonn asking the ques-
tlons and writing the answers In the
blg. red covered, Berande labor jour-
nal.

“Whut onme?" she demnnded of the
black man on the steps.

“Tagurl,” came the answer, accom-
panled by a grin and a rolling of curi-

BY

JACK LONDON

Copyright, 1910, by Street & Smith

Copyright, 1011, by the Macmillan Company

| and theilléd—"but I forgave. and T
now forgive all over agailn. Though 1
still insist"--

“Phat | should have a gunrdian”™
ghe Interrupted. *“But that day will
never come. Thank goodness, I'm of
legal age and able te (ransact busi-
ness in my own right. And, spedking
of business, how do yoo llke my force-
ful Ameriean methods?’

“Mr Raff, from what | bear, doesn't
toke kindly to them,” be temporized.
“and you've certainiy set the dry
bones rattling for many a day. But
whiat 1 want to know I8, if other
Amerienn women are as successful in
business ventures?"

“Luck. ‘most all luck,” she disclaim-
ed modestiy, though ber eyes tighted
with sudden pleasure, and be knew
her boy's vanity had been tonched by
his trifle of tempered praise.

“Lucikt be blowed!” broke out the

long mate, Sparrowhawk, his face
shining with pdmiration, It was hard
work, that's what It was., We etrned
our pay. She worked us tll we drop-
ped, and we were down with fever
tnlf the time. So was she, Tof rhat
matter, voly she swonldn’t stay down,
and she wouldo't let us stay down,
My word, she's a slave driver. An'
the Lord lumme, the way she made
love to old Kina-Kinal™

“He wus older than Telepasse nod

nm sure woeh wickeder, Now | must
run and wash up. Did the Sydoey or
ders nrrive?”

“Yours ure In your quurters,” Bhel-
don wsaild. “Hurry, for breakfast (s
wiiting, Let me bave your hat and

.
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oits wyes) fur It wus the finst while |
wan's bouse the biack hud ever seen

The viack stepped down. ana nn
other mulinted to tike his plece.  But
Tugur Just vefore be reacbed 1he vui
o wiep caoght sight of Sheldou, it
wan the sl Dorse the fellow Dad ever
Beeth, nnd De wi o obt a  Inghtened
screech uod  dosbed medly up the
#egw, AL the mobe moment the greul
mass of bDincks surged away ok
stricken from Shedon's vieinity, The
Evinuing bouse bDoys shouled encouar
agviient apd explnpation. and the
stumpede wad chevked, the tew caugbt
head bunters boddilng closely tugell
o Apd staring dublousty at the fear
ful monsier,

"Hello!™ Joan ealled out, “What do
Jou mvan Ly frighteniog all my boys!
Uome on ap™

“Whut de you thiok of them?™ she
Askel when they had shakeon Danda
“And wiut do yua think of ber?" with
A wave of the and towurd the Mar
tha, I thougnt you'd deseried the
plantation and that | might as well go
sbhead and gt Lhe men loto barmcks
Aren’t they beaution? Lo you see that
one wih the spilt oose? He's the
only man who doesot ball from the
Poonga Poonga coast, and they said
the oongm-Poongn natives wouldn't
recruit. Just ook at them and con- |
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bhe locked at ber,
e bad never balf esticipated the glad
o ber reture would bring to him. |
*1 was sngrr.” be mid deliberstely. |
e m.mm’-ﬁ-'
L

beir, Do, please, allow me.  There's
oaly oue hook for them, and | know
where It s

Blie guve blm a quick scrutiny that
wid plwest wolnanllke, then sighea
with rellef us she onbnekled the beavy
belt mnd puvesed it to him

"I doubr If | ever want to see an-
other pevolver,” she complained. Tt
on# s worn o n bole In me, 't sure.
I pever desimel | conld get so weary
of ong.'

Sheldon watehed her to the foot of
the steps, where shie turued aod ealled
buek:

“My. I can't tell you bow good It s
to be home ngnin!™

“And Burnett sald. *Well, 1I'll be
d—d! 1 b your pardon, Miss Lack
land, but you have wuantonly broken
the recruiting laws und you know it ™
Captaln Munster unreated as they sat
over thelr whisky, walting for Joan to
come bnck, “And miyd she to him.
‘Mr. Boroett, can you show me sny
Inw ngminst taking the poassengers off
n vessel thut's oo n reef?  What conid
Burnert do? He povied the whole
bhundred aud dfty. though the Ewlly
was ouly leeused for torty and the
Filhbherty Gibbet for thirty-ve.”

“But | don't anderstand,” Sheldon
anld
“This s 1he way she worked It

When the Martha was tlonted we bhad
to beach bher right away ot the head
of the bay, and whilst pais were
golng on, a new rudgder Inding muode.,
sulls bent, gear recoversd from the
uigegers. and so forth, Mis=< Lackiand
borrows Spurrowhawk to run the Flib

berty ulong with Curtls, lends me
Brahme to tnke Sparrowhawk's place
and starts both emft off recruiting

My word, the nlggers cnme easy, It
was virgin grouod. Rince the Reot-
tsh Chilefs no recruiter had ever s¢ren
tried 10 work the coast When we
flled up we came back to spe how the
Martha was progressing.”

“And thinking we was going bome
with one recralta™ Sparrowhawlk slip-
ped in. “Lord lumme. that Miss Lack-
land ain't pever satistied. “I'll take
‘o on the Martha' says she, ‘snd you
oan go back and All up again.' ™

“But | told her it couldn't be done.” |

Munster went on. “1 told ber the
Martha hadn't a license for recrulting.
0b,' she said, ‘it can't be done, ehT
and sbe stood and thought a few min-
ubea ™

“And I'd seen ber think

| suned

““You ses that spit’ she sayw to me.
‘with the little ripple breaking around
®? There's a current sets right across
t on It, and it will set you nicely
agrounid Then Il rescue your re
crults and il away—simple, aln't AT
aha ™ Munster contisued ™ “You
ep

dirtler.” she asapred sSheldon, “and 1*

dliend dnid ReCaground TeToré & st8an,
breeze comes up and wpolis the ma
neuver, I'li send my boats the mo-
ment you strike. "

“And we went and did It," Sparrow-
hawk said solemniy and then emit-
ted a serles of chuckling noises, “Mlss
Lacklapd transferred the recruits, aud
the trick was done.”

CHAPTER XVIL
“B

AN OFFER OF MARRIAOE.

por'wester?”" Sheldon asked.
At Langu-Langn,
there as It was coming oo

UT where wis she during the

Ran up

about It. It Is my deurest desire. Ir
is for you some day when you are
ready to be my wife."

She started baeck from bhim as If she
bad been stupg. Her foce went white
on the Instant, not from maldenly em-
barrnssment,"but from the nnger which
he could see finming In ber eyes,

“This taking for granted! ‘This

In reply, and quite without premedi-
tatfon. his hand went ouf to hers,
covering It as it lay on the railing,
But be knew beyond the shndow of a
doubt that It was the boy rhat return-
ed the pressure he gave, the boy sor-
rowling over the lost toy. The thought
ebllied him.

and Juld there the whole Week and |

house, anxious for her comiog, Bpar
rowhawk took up the tale,

“Gritty! She's the grittlest thing,
mun or woman, that ever blew into
the Splomons. You should have seen
Poonga-Poongn the morning we arriv-
ed—Sniders popping on the beach and
in the mnngroves, wor drums booming
in the bush and slgnal smokes ralsing
everywhere. ‘It's all up,' says Cap
taln Munster., ‘Up your granny,” she
gays to him,” Sparrowbawk went on.
“Why, we haven't arrived yef, much
less got started. 'Walt till the an-
chor's down before you get afraid.’ "

“That's whaut she sald to me,” Mun-
ster procinimed. *“And of course it
made me mad, so that 1 dldn’t care
what bappened. We tried to send a
boat ashore for a powwow, but it was
fired upon. *‘What we want' says
Mlss Lacklund, ‘is a hostage. I'm go-
ing ashore tenlght to fetch Kina-Kinn
himself on board, and I'm oot asking
who's game to go with me, for I've
gor every mnan's work arranged for
him. ['m taking my sallors with me
and one white man.' "Of course I'm
that white man, 1 said, for by that
time | was mad. 'Of course you're
not,! says she. ‘You'll have churge of
the covering boat. Curtls stands by
the Iandln;q, boat. Fowler gues with
me, Brabms takes charge of the Flib-
berty and SBparrowhawk of the Emily.
And we start at 1 o'clock.”

*My word. it was a tough job lying
there in the covering bont. 1 never
thought doing notbing could be such
bard work. We sgupped anbout fifty
futhomws off and watched the other
boat go.in.

“Of course there was n row, It had
to come, aud | koew it, but It startled
mwe just the same, 1 never heurd such
screeching and yelllng In my life. The
niggers most have Just dived for the
bush withour looking to see what was
. while her Tuhirlans let loose, shoot-
lng in the alr and yelling to hurry ‘em
on. And then [ heard them coming
through
girike on 4 gunwale and Miss Lack
Iand laugh, nod 1 koew everything
was all right. We pulled on board
without n shot being fired. Aond there
wihs old RKion-Kiog Bimself, being
bolsted over the rall. shiverfug and

easy. Kina-Kinn's word was luw.
and he was scared to death. And we
kegr him on board issuing proclama-
tious all the tdme we were In Foonga
l Poonga.

| "It wns a gotd move, foo. in other
wanyx, She mule Liva-Klon order his
people to return all the gear they'd
strippwd from the Martha, Bhe—bere
she colues Bow."” +

It wns with a shock of surprise that
Sheldon greeted her appearance. The
reudy winde clothes from Sydney bnd
transformed her. A simple =kirt and
shift willst of some sort of wush goods
| set off her trim fgure with a hint of
elegant womunbood that was new to
bhim.  Hrown slippers peeped out as
she cromsed the cowpound. and hbe
once caught a gllmpse to the ankle of
brown  openwork stockings.  Some
bow sbe Lud been made many times
the woman by these mere esiransous
truppings.

“I've opened up a new fleld"” she
atld ns she began ponring the coffee
"Uld Kina-King will never forget me.
I'm sure, nnd 1 oan recruit there when-
ever | wanl. | saw Morgan st Gavotu
He's willing to contract for a theusand
boy= at 40 s=hlllings per head. Uid |
tell you thar I'd wken out o recrulting
Heense for the Martha? | did, and the
Marthn cap sign elghty DOys every
wip”

Kbeidon smiled s trifle bitterly to
himself. 'The wonderful woman who
had tripped across the compound In
her Bydney clothes was gooe, aod be

the ~mungroves and an onr |

churteriog ilke an ape. The rest wus |
| sharp Is the way It takes me." .

traded for grub with the niggers, |
When we got to Tulagl there slle wus
wialting for us and sceriappiiog  with
Burnett. 1 tell you, Mr. Sheldon, sbe's |
a wonder, that girl, a perfect won-
der.”

Munster refilled his ginss, and while
Sheldon glapced across ot Joan's

was listening to the boy come back

agulio.
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shown you Dustling American meth-
'ods that spocesd and get somewbere,
and bere you are beginning your wod-
diing again.”

8 Gevetu when [ bought ber for lesa
thas 500 I'd never bave gone partners
with you. And in that case I'd be sall

ing ber right now.”

| The Justice of ber contention came —thal. be reslised. was the coe

‘him.

wNoy " id. “You can |
Never mind,” be sa when 1 am ready!" she cried passion-

ately sten to me, Mr. Sbeldon. |
| ke ery well, though you are
slow an ‘mnddler, but | want you to
understa nee and for all thar | did
not come he Selomons ro get mur-
rled. Getri married s not making

my way In the world, It may do for
some women, but nol, for me, thank
you. When I sit down 1o nlk over the
freight on copra | don’t chre to tbifve
proposals of marringe sundwiched in.
Besldes—besides' —

Her volee hroke for the moment, and
| when she went on there was 4 note of
appen! o Jt that well nigh convicted
| bim to himself of bélng u brute.

“Don't you see? It spolls everything,
It makes the whole siruntlon Impos-
sible—nnd—und | so loved our partoner-
ship and was proud of It. Doen't you

see? [ can't go on being your partoper
if yon mnke lve to me. And 1 was
80 happy!”

Tears of disappointment were In ber
eyes. and she eaught a swift sob In ber
throat, ]

*1 Swvarned, you," be wenld gravely,
“Such onusunl situations between men
and women cannot endure, | told yon
#0 At the beginning."

“0h, yes; It 18 quite clear o me what
you did. You took good vure to warn
me agninst every other man In the
Solomons except yourrelf."

It wine g hlow in the fuce to Kheldon,
He smarted with the truth of It; and
ut the spme time he xmared with
OTHER REVOLVER." what be was convineed was the injus.

— = tice of it. A glenm of triumph that

go salllng oo the Martha aoy tlme you | filckered In ber eye hocause of the

please—recrulting on Majalta If you  pit she bad made declided Lim.

want to."” “It 14 not so one =ided a8 you seem
It was n great concesslon he WaR | (o think it 8" be hegin. “1 was do=

“I DOUBT IF¥ T EVER WANT TO SEE AN-

making, and be felt thar be did it | jng very nicely on Beétunde before you
agalnst his better judgment. Her re-| came. | did not waor you to stay, |
ception of It was § =urprise to alm. wasn't in love with vou then. | wunt-

“With old Kloross i command? | ed you (o go 10 Sydoey, to go bitck to

she queried. “No. thauk you. He'd| Hawall, Bur you losisted on staying.
drive me to sulvide. | couldn’t stand | You virtually”—
hls huudling of ber.  I'll never step| He puused for a softer word thah

on the Martha spaln uniess it ls (o
tike churge of ber: 1'mi a sallor, ilke | ghe took It away from bim.
my father, and he could pever bDear “Furced wysell on you—that's what
to see a vessel mishuudied.” | Fou meant to say.,” sbe cried, (he tugs
An hour later, Just us they were| of battle paloting ter cheeks, “Go
riding ont of the vompound, Sheldon | Abead. Don't mind my feelings.”
glanced at her shurply and noted ber “All right. | won't” be suld decl-
face mottling, even as be looked, and | sively, renlzing that the discussion wis
turning orabge and green, in dapger of becoming u vituperatve,
“It's the fever,” ahe sald. schoollbwy argument. “You have In-
to turn baek.” sisted on being considered Us 1 man.
Ry the time they were fn the com. | Consisteney would demund that you
pound she was sbivering und shaking | 101k like § man and like 0 man listen

and he bad to help er from ber horwe | 10 D0 lk. And lidten sou shull.
It 1s pot your falt that this unpleas-

the one that bad rigsen 1o big ps, and

“T'll bove

“Funny, o't Y sbhe sald, wiuh
chattering teeth. “Like sensickness— | A0toexs har arisen. | do put blame
pot serfous, but horelbly mixershie | ¥0U for anythiog—remember 1hat—and

for the sunme regson you should pot
'blame me for anything.

“You cun't help being vourself. You
can't help belng a very desirnble crea
ture so far as | am conderned.  You
hive made me wunt you. You dido't
futend ro: you didn't try to. You were
80 mude. that Is all. And | was so
made that | was ripe ro want you
But | can't belp belng myseif. | can't
by an effort of will cense from wani-
Ing you any more than you by an ef-
fort of will ran make yourself unde
sirable to me."
| “Oh. this desire, thin want, waot,
want!” she broke in rebelllonsty, I
EAINS FuBNIng. |am not quite & fool. 1 understand
varacks, i " bk foe Mory | 100 B  eally ik . ook
plenty, too much, altogether.” . R.G 8 good Mes- for we to marry Noa

A few winutes juter the dozen black | hunh or Adamu. Adsm or Lalapetu
wonlen 'of Herunde were ranged before | FORrs OF S8y, SiNEN Doy THGIL ovnil

He Inoked them over eritically, §ive him orders ana keep im peoted
away from we and men lke you would

flunlly selecting one thar was young
- ’ * | leave me alooe and oot talk rri
comelf as such rrestures w Barvisge
e ent. 20d | 4nd 1 waot. | want' *

whose body bore no signs of skin dis- .
0 ¥ | Sheldon mughed tn spire of himselt

while it lasts. 1'm guing 1o bed. Remd
Noa Noab and Viaburt o me, el
Orutirt to make tot water. 1'll be out
of my head In fifteen minnres.  But
I'll be all right by evening. Suort and

Sheldon  obeyed her Instructions,
rushed bot water boltles slong to her
and then sat on the vernudn glaocing
across the compound v the grass
house. Yes, be decided, the contention
of every white man (n the islupds wans
right—the Solomons wns no place for
A wWoman

He clapped his hands and Lalaperu

ense.
“What name, you,” be demanded f:’nd‘;" from any geoaive impaise to
“Sangul ¥ s
“Me Mabua,” was the answer, “¥ou are positively souliess,” he said
savragely.

“All right, you feila Mabun, You
finish cook along boys. You stop along | ~Because I've & woul that doesa't
white Mary All the tme yua stop Yearn for a mun for master? she took
along. You savvee¥" up the gauge. “Very well, then, | am

“Me savee,” she grunted and cbeyeq A 50Ulless, and what are you gowug 10 do
bis gesture to go to the grass hopse AbOUL it?

Immediately. “1 am going to ask you why you look

“What name? be usked Viabury | ke n wommn? Why son bave the
who had, Just come out of the gruss | form of & woman. the lips of 8 woman.
house. | the wonderful bair of 8 woman? And

“Blg fella sick.” was the apswer. | | 4@ golug to answer becnuse you sre
"White fetla Mary talk ‘m too much | @ Woman. thoogh the woman In you \s
Allee time. Allee time talk "m dig fel- | 8sleep and that some day the woman
la schooner.” | will wake up.”

Sheldon nodded. He understood. It | “Heaven forbid™ she eried in such
wus the Josx of the Martha thar bad | sudden and genulos dismay as to muake
brought on the fever. He lghted a | him laugh And to bring a smile to ber

- | clgarette. and in (he curiing smoke of | OWD Hps dgainst berwelt.
“Well” Joan sald. with a sigh, “T've |

Look at|don was in love
| her eating up the water, and thete's BO |
| wind to speak of Hoaestly., If I'd| vined the fanatical Wve of freedom (n
;mmummmwnunm-;hr.mwmw |

it caught visions of bis English moth- | * “I've got some more to say to you.”
or and wondered If sbe would under. | Sheidon pursued. "ldidt;,;om
ml'nnwwmﬂnhthldo

I fajled to protect

ful way just s though | didn't
wrecking

¥

prooe to impatience in love, and Nbel-

i

But bow to sapproach ber? He dl-
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loYe you and 1ot i
est duy of my iife
:c I‘hll'l'l', me. | wy
t somgtimes. Ana poy,
about it by more. gu,
tn;re'a u‘:’y hang." ™
@ held out bis hand, g
then gHipped 1t beartily 5
through her tenry. i
“1 wish"~ stie falteraq ul
stead ofr gluu black' m ﬁ
me somebody to nweyp ﬂi
And with this eaigmygy g
she tnrne’c) awuy. N

~ (To be Continuad next

BRAND FLOUR

Is made by the Rickrayy
ling Company, -
of the celebrated “m.-_
 Blend."’ Tt is in grest
and we are selling u.
tities of it.

New Crop Dates

Just In,

Simonton & ¢
Court Street Dallas, (
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A Box of thoss fine

CIGARS
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H.S. GILE GROCERY

Balem and Portlad

Ask your dealer for i

LOOK HE

The City Expressa T
does all kinds of haullug
sonable rates. Stand and

phones at Webnster's
ery Btore,
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Modern Store
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