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Adventure

A Romance of
The South Seas

' CHAPTER IX.
BRTWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN.

T was Satan's inexhaustible energy
and good spirits that most Im-
pressed them. His teeth seemed
perpetually to ache with desire,
in llen of black legs he hosked the
sanuts that fell from the trees in
compound, kept the enclosure clear
intruding hens, and made n hostlle
saintance with every boss boy who
ge to report,
nristian Young sailed away in the
horvn, carrying an invitation (that
il be delivered nobody knew when)
ommy Jones to drop In at Berande
pest time he was passing,
what are your plans when you get
gydney ¥ Sheldon asked that night
jinner.
rirst 1've heard that I'm golng to
gey,” Jonn retorted. “I suppose
ve received information, by bush
aph, that that third nssistant un-
rapper and ex-sallorman at Tulagl
oing to deport we as an undesirable
plgrant.”
Db, no, nothing of the sort, I assure
# Sheldon began with awkward
s, fearful of having offended,
pgh he knew not how, “I was just
pdering, that was all. You see, with
joss of the schooner and—and all
rest—yon understand—I was think-
that if—a—if—hang it all, until
coull communicate with your
jnds, my agents at Sydney conld ad-
you a loan, temporary you see,
v I'd be only too glad and all the
you know. The proper”—
ut bis jaw dropped and he regarded
irritably and with apprehension,
What Is the matter ¥ he demanded,
h a show of hear. “What have 1
be now "
srtainly not the unexpected,” she
i quietly. “Merely ignored me in
r ordinary, everyday, man god, su
Hor fashion. Naturally it counted
nothing, my telling you that 1 had
llen of going to Sydney. Go to
Iney 1 must, because you, In your|
prior wisdom, have so decreed,”
¢ paused und looked at him curi-
y, a8 though he were some strange
el of anlmal.
I course T am grateful for your
pr of asslstanee; but even that is no
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genuine Qlismay “That she broke 1:|;;

hearty laughter.

“There, 1 won't tease you. Really,
you know, I'm not accustomed to
forcing my presence where it 18 mot
desired. Yet ns you sald yourself, it
wus Impossible for me to go aAWay, 80
1 had to stay. You wouldn't let me
g0 to Tulagl You compélled me to
force myself upon you. But I won't
buy In as partner with any one. I'll
buy Parl-SBulay, but I'll put only ten
boys on it and clear slowly., Also,
I'll invest in some old ketch and take
out a trading license, For that mat-
ter, I'll go recrulting on Malaita,”

She looked for protest and found it
In Bbheldon's clenched hand and in
every line of his clean cut face,

“Go ahead and say It she chal-
lenged. “Please don't mind me. I'm
—I'm getting used to It, you know.
Really I am.”

“1 wish I were & woman so as to
tell you how preposterously insane and
Impossible It §8,” he blurted out.

“Better than that, yon are a man.
S0 toere is nothing to prevent your
telling me, for I demand to be con-
sidered a8 & man.
down here to trail my woman's skirts
over the Bolomous. Please forget that
I am aceldentally anything else than
a man with a man's living to make.”

“I have told yon," he began stiflly,
“that recruiting on Malnita is impos-
sible for a womun and that is all 1
care to say—or dare,”

“And 1 tell you, In turn, that it is
nothing of the sort. 1 am a maviga-
tor, and that i{s more than your Solo-
mons captains are,. And 1 am a sea-
man-a better senman than you, when
it comes right down to it and you
know it. 1 can shoot. I am not a
fool. 1 can take care of myself."

Sheldon made & hopeless gesture,

“That's right.” she rattled on. “Wash
your hands of me. But as Von used to

gay, *You just watch my smoke!” 1sup- |

pose you've been accustomed to Jane
Eyres all your life. That's why you
don't understand me. Come on, Satan;
let’s leave him to hiz old music.”

He watched her morosely and with-
out intention of speaking, till he saw
her take a rifle from the stand, exam-
ine the magnzine and start for the

door.

¢ to wonnded pride. For that
tter, It I= no more than one white
n sboull expect from another. |
pwrecked mariners are always |
ped nlong their way. Only this |
ftvlir mariner doesn’t need any |
p. Furthermore, this mariner is
golng to Bydney, thank you."

it whant do you Intend to do?’ |
Find some spot where I shall |
fpe the indignity of being patron- |
i and Lossed by the superior sex." |
othe now, that s putting it a bit )
strongly.”  Sheldon laughed, but

sttiin in his voice destroyed the

't of spontaneity. “You know

irself how Impossible the situation '

1 know nothing of the sort, sir
It it Is {mpossible, well, haven't
chieved {19

But It cannot continue. Really”—
Ob, yes, it can. Having nchieved
I @n go on achleving it. 1 intend |
Temain ju the Solomons, but not on

“Where are you going?’ he nsked

| peremptorily.

“A8 between man and woman,” she
answered, “it would be too terribly—or

—indecent for you to tell me why 1|
Good night. | words, and the pext moment the man

ghouldn't go alligatoring.
Sleep wall”

He shut off the phonograph with a | belng made so by her lnughter

snap, started toward the door after
her, then abruptly fung himself into a
chair.

“You're hoping a ‘gator catches me, | me.

I didn’t come |

leaped ot and rushed the boat high up
the beach, apd she led ber bizarre
following through the gate of the com-
poond,

“Lovely, perfectly lovely—Pari-
Solay,” she panted. *1 shall buy it
I'll write to the commissioner tonight.
And the site for the bungalow—I've
selected it alrendy—Is wonderful. You
must come over some day and advise
me. You won't mind my staylng hera
until 1 can get settled? Wasn't that
squall beautiful! And 1 suppose I'm
late for dinner. I'll run and get clean
and be with you In & minute.”

“Do you know, Pm never going to
squabble with you again.,” he an-
nounced, when they were seated.

“Squabble!” was the retort. “Ifs
such a sordld word. 1t sounds cheap
and nasty. 1 think it's much nicer to
quarrel,”

“Call it what youn please, but we
won't do it any more, will we?' He
cleared his throat nervously, for her
eyes advertised the immediate begin-
ning of hostilities. “I beg your par-
don,” he hurried on. “I should have
spoken for myself, What 1 mean Is
that I refuse to quarrel. Youn have the
most horrible way, without uttering
a4 word, of making me piay the fool.
Why. I began with the kindliest in-
tentlons, and here I am now"—

“Making nasty remarks,” she com-
pleted for him.

“It's the way you have of eatching
me up,” he complained.

“Why 1 never sald n word. I was
merely sitting here. being sweetly

Y118 STHAIOHT EILL POR ME."

lured on by promises of peace on
earth und all the rest of It, when sud-
denly you begin to call me names."
“Hardly that, I am sure.”
“Well, you said 1| was horrible, or

that | had a horrible way about me, |

| which is the same thing. [ wish my
bungulow were up. 1'd move tomor-
row."

But her twitching lips belled her

was more uncomfortable than ever,

“I was only teasing you. Honest
Injun. And If you don't laugh I'll
suspect you of being in n temper with
That's right, laugh. But don't"—

aren't you?" she called from the vernn- | she added in alarm. “don’t. if it hurts

da, and ns she went down the steps

her rippling Inughter drifted tantaliz-
ingly back through the wide doorway.

The next day Sheldon was left all
nlone. Joan had gone exploring Pari-
Sulay and was not to be expected back
until the late afternoon. The loss of
the Jessie had hit Bermnde severely.
Not nlone was his capital depleted by
the amount of her value, but her earn-
Ings were no longer @ be reckoned on
and it wae her earnings that largely

.uul.-_. lomorrow | am golnz to paid the running expenses of the pian
B the whnleboat over to Pirk
Ry, I w i _ . tation.
‘I.m - ; 1.;1‘Iun|: with Captain “Poor ol Hughie he muttered
Ing nbour o R TR . .
M four Lind II says there ure at| o004 once. “I'm gind you didn't live
' uur itinare ol - p——

red mcres, amd every to see It. old man What 8 cropper,

ot of it goml for planting.  First,
slaml; next, ger forty or
¥ recruite and start clearlung and
Hiag: und at the same time 1711
" U0 8 bungalow; and then you'll
relieved of my embarrassing pres-
BOW don’t say that It so't."

by the

what a cropper.”

Between squalls the Flibberty Gibbet
mn futo anchornge, and ber skipper,
Pete Oleson (brother to the Oleson of
the Jessler anclent, wiid-
eved, emacinied by fever dragged his
a steps and

zzled,

weary [rame up the ver

tis embarrs sing." he \ ; i
warrassing.” he sald bluntly. ) sk
b i { bluntl) collapsed In a steamer b W hiskey
IOl refuse (o see my point of ant: Bim 4 while he
» ¥ thery s po use in discussing N aons. bepe: BOE 3 o §
Please forge N e & 1| made report and turded 1 Bis accOUNES
'riet all about it and con- | “You're rotten with fever,” Sheldun
e at your servies o n o ’
i profect “; l\—. .:Hmn:trnu:: pald. “Why don't you run I.l..hn ;
Povernmont : : ""' . '-_"'[’W-"“' 8ydney for a blow of decent climate?
s ot sells you l'ari-Bulay at The old skipper shook s bead
.l..,. in acre, clearing will cost you “] ean’t. I've been ju the islgnds too
st £ thore— - y : - =
re—that is, £ for 400 long. 1'd die. The fever cowed out

'b"-""lr =27, ¥10000. Have you that
%o; T haven't quite $85.000."

hen Te® another way of looking
You'll néed. as you sald. at lenst
bors.  Naot counting premioms,
: .tr.;:.n. ire $30 & year.”

My my Tahitinns $15 & month.”
ted.
*F wWon't 4o on straight plantstion
Bat to return. The wages of
| bOYS each year will come to £300
t fs. $1500. Very well. It will be
- .-;n before your trees begin to |

'h:“n tmes $1500 is $10.500— |
h‘m: E:au ‘;ﬂlum, and all eaten
z!g"r = TS wages, with nothing
s i@t bungalow, bullding, tools,
y o s to Sydney and so forth "
4'1:3 thook his bhead m'ﬂ}“l
B- Y SETR 1o sbandon the ides ™

o Tt B0 1o Sydvey,” she

e o by won't. I'll buy i
~h ;n:t of my woney %8 a small
tml- *ime otber plantation. Let

T I in Berande?
“UTeL Torbid” be eried in such

it

lnterng)

5

at

worse down there”

“KIll or cure,” She jon cotinselle
“It'a stralght kiil for 1
it three vears ago, The cool weather
pot me on my back before 1 landed
They carried me nshore and into
pital. [ was unconsc joge one stretch
for two weeks., After that the doctors
sent me back to the islands—sald it
was the only thing thatl would save
me. Well, I'm still alive. But I'm
too soaked with fever. A month b

Anstralia would finish me.”
i to s'eep ashore, took his
- dezndmweﬂl back on beand the
cutter. A lurid sunset was biotted out
the heaviest squall of the day, and
Sheidon watched (he whaleboat srrive
in the thick of it. AS the spritsail was
taken in and the bost beaded oa to the
beach, Mo was aware of 8 distinct burt
at sight of Joun st the sterring oar,
standing erect gnd swaying be¥
strength to & s she resisted the ;-rm:
sures that tesded to throw o€ eraft
brosdside In the sorf. Her Tabitians

——

3
1l
ae LM

hos-

you. You look as though you had a
toothache. There, there; don't say it
You know you promised not to quar
rel. while 1 have the privilege of go-
ing. on being as hateful as | please.
And to begin with, there’'s the Flib-
berty Gibbet. I didn't know she was
w large a cutter. But she’s in dis-
graceful condition.”

“Her skipper's bad with fever.”
SheMon explained. “And he had to
drop his mate off to take hold of

things at Ugi—that's where | lost Os-
car, my trader. And you know what
sort of sailors the niggers are.”

She nodded her head judicially and
he for n helping of
tinned beef. not becanse he wns hun
gry. but becsuse he wanted to watch
her =llm, firm fingers. They were
brown with tan and looked exceeding
Iy boylsh. Then, and without effort,
Yes, thnt

asked r s o

was jt. He bad stumbled upon the
cléw 1o bLer tanializing personniity
The fingers, saoburned and boyish,

He had tried to treat
with her as 8 womanu when she was
pot » woman, Ebe was a mere gir.
and a bosish girl ot that, with sup-
burned fingers that deliglited in doing
what boye’ fingers did, with a8 body
and museles that liked swimming and
violent endeaver of all sorts, with
mind that was daring but that dared
po farther than boys’ adventures and
that delighted in rifles and revoivers
Stetson hats and a sexless cnmara
derie with men.

Somebow, s be pondersd and wateh-
ofl her. It seemed as If he sat in chureh
at home listening to the cheoir boys
chanting She reminded him of those
boys, or thelr volces, rather. The same

toid the story.

sexiess quality was there. In the body
of her she was 8 woman. In the mind
Bhwe

of ber she bad not grown TR
had not been exposed to ripeming -
finences of that sort. Ehe had bad oo
mother. Ven, ber father, oative ser-
vants and rongh fsland life had coo
stituted ber training Horses and
rifies had bees ber toys, camp aod
trall ber nursery. From what sbe hadd
told him her seminary dags bad bees
an exile, devoted to study and lo eease
loas longing for the wikl riding snd
swimming of Hawsi A bayr's train-
tng and & boy's point of view!

Well, there was only ope ihing for

g

him to do. He mu< 7 CRE AT e
own bagls of boyhood sud not mnke
the mistake ot treating her a8 a wo-
{ man. He wondered it he econld love
the woman =sbe wonld be when her
nature awoke, and be wondered it he
could love her just nx she was and
himself wake her up. After all, what-
ever it was, she had come to Ail quite a
large place In his life, nx be had dis-
covered that afternoon while gesnning
the sen between the squalis. Then he
remembered the aecounts of Berande
and the cropper that was coming and
scowled,

CHAPTER X.
A MESSAGE FROM BOUUCHER,
HELDON became aware that she
was speaking,
“I beg pardon,” he sald,
“What's that you were suy-
mgT :

“You weren't lstening to a word
T knew it,” she chided. "I war suying
that the condition of the Flibberty
Gibbet was disgraceful, und that -
morrow, when you've told the skipper
und not hurt his feelings | am going
to tuke my men ont and give her an
overhauling, We'll serub her bottom
top. Why, there's whiskers oh her
copper four inches long | saw |t
when she rolled. Don’t forget. 1'm
going cruiting on the Fiibberty xome
duy, even if I have to run away with
her,"

While at their cofee on the veranda
Situn raised 0 commotion In the cowm-
pound near the beach gmite, and Shel-
don  finally rescued n maoled nnd
frightened black and dragged him on
the poreh for interrogntion.

The black drew a scrap of note-
paper from under his belt and passed
it over. Sheldon scanned it hurriediy,

“It's from Boucher,” he expluined.
“the fellow who took Packard's place,
Packard was the one 1 told you nhout
who was killed by his boat’s crew. He
suys that Port Adams crowd I8 ont—
fifty of them, in big eanves—and comp-
Ing on his beach. They've killed half
a (dozen of his pigs already and seem
to be looking for trouble. And he's
afraid they may connect with the fif-
teen runaways from l.unga.t"

“In which case?' she queried.

“In which case Billy Pape will be
compelled to send Boucher's successor.
It's Pape's stntion, you know. 1 wish
I knew what to do. 1 don't like to leave
you here alone.”

“Take me along, then.”

He smiled and shook his head.

“Then yon'd better take my men
along." she advised. “They're gowil
shots, and they're not afrald of any-
thing—except Utami, and he's afmid
of ghosts.™

The big bell was rung. and Afty hiack
bove carried the whaleboat down to
the wauter., The regular hont's crew
manned ber, and Matunare aod three
other Tahitlans, belted with cartridees
and armed with rifles, sat In the stern

| sheets, where Sheldon stood at the
sleering oar,
| =My, I wish I could go with yon."

Jonn said wistfnlly as the boat shoved
off,

“1I'm as good a8 a man,” =he urged.

“Yon really are needed here,” he re-
plled. “There's that Lungn ecrowd;
they might reach the coast right here
and, with both of us abuent, rush the
plantation. Goodby. We'll get lack
In the morning some time. It's only
twelve miles.”

When .Joan started to return to the
house she was compelled to pass
‘ nmong the boat carriers, nod one of

them stepped up to her. In the durk-
ness she could not make him out.

“What name?" she asked sharply.
“What name belong you?

“Me Aroa.” he sald.

She remembered him n= one of the
two slck boys she bad nursed in the
hospitul. ‘The other one had died.

“Me take 'm plenty felln medicine
oo mueh.” Aron was sayving.

“Well, nud von all right now.” she
answered,

"Me want 'm tohaecco, plenty felln
tobacro

|'

‘m porpolse teeth; me want "m --nul

felln belt.”
looked at him hoamoronsly, ex-
necting to see n smile, or at least n 2rin,
The rest of the boys had
ot bk baek in g sotld watk |
LOTHTE of them hut
remuingder regarded ber in morose and
Intent silegee |
“WellT" st asked What for yoo
want penty 1eus things?"

“Me wake m mediciue,”
“You puy

‘You go
wid tGrn on her besd

M

ot his faee

np

nne

erowiied

wigelen fthe |

quothh Aron
N

mong quarters,” sbe said
to euled

starung
(e e
my me” said the boy,

vou all the same oue big fool

y s Sou, Now Jou 20 |
bslae L' was unmoved Ehe !

be was Feparug ber aliios: |

“Aran
i
But

foit

TR §
weltly as De repeaied: |
“I ke "m medicloe. You pay me
You puy me now.”
Thens It was that sbe lost her tein
per and cuffed his ears so soundly as
th drive himm back amoug bhis fellows. |

But they did ool bresk up. Apother
boy stepped forwand,
“Me Gogoomy,” he suld. “Bawo

brother beloug me”

Bawo, sbe remembered, was the
sick boy who had died.

“(;o on,” she commanded.

“Bawo take ‘m medicine Bawo On
ish. Bawo my brother. You pay me.
Father belong me one big fella chief
slong Port Adame. You pay me”™

Joan laughed,

“Gogoomy,. you just the same a8
Arod, ope big fool. My word, who
ey me for medicine™

She dismissed the matter by passing
throuch the gate and closing it  But
Gogoomy pressed up against 3 and
sald Impudently.

~Father belong me one big fells
chilef. You no bang 'm hesd belong
me My word you fright too much’

“Me frightT"_ asbhg demanded. 'hﬁcl

?

me want ‘m ealico, me want | op

| Airlie. Traine Nos.

the gate and got Kim. It was a sweep:
ing, broad handed slap, so heavy that
he staggered sideways and nearly fell
He sprang for the gate as if to force
it open, while the ecrowd surged for
ward agalnst the fence. Joan thooght
rapldly. Her revolver was haonging
on the wall of her grass bouse. Yet
one cry would bring her sallors, and
she knew she was safe. 8o she dld
not ery for help, Instead, she whistled
for Batan, at the same time calling
him by name, She knew be was shut

did not wait to see. They fled with
wild yells through the darkness, fol-
lowed reluctantly by Gogoomy, while
she entered the bungalow, laughlng at
first, but finally vexed to the verge of
tears by what had taken place. Bhe
had sat up a whole night with the boy
who had dled, and yet his brother de
manded to be pald for his life.

“Ugh! The ungratefnl beast!” she
muttered, while she debated whether
or not she would confess the incldent
to Sheldon.

L] - L - L L] L ]

“And so it was all settled easily
enough,” Sheldon was saying. He was
on the veranda, drinking coffee. The
whaleboat was being carried into its
shed, “Boucher was a bit timid at
first to carry off the situation with a
strong hangd, but he dld very well once
we got started. We made a play at
holding a court, and Telepasse, the old
scoundrel, accepted the findings. He'sa
Port Adams chlef, a filthy beggar. We
fined him ten times the value of the
pigs and wade him move on with his
mob. Oh, they're a sweet lot, 1 must
gay, at least sixty of them, In five big
cances, and out for trouble. They've
got a dozen Sniders that ought to be
confiscated.”

“Why didn't you?" Joan asked.

“And bave a row on my hands with
the commissioner? He's terribly
touchy about his black wards, as be
calls them, Well, we started them
along their way, though they went in
on the beach to kal-kal several miles
back. They ought to pass here so

tige today.” _
(To be Continued next Tuesday)
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LEAVING INDEPENDENCE ARRIVING INDEPENDENCE
Passenger No. 61......... 7:30 am. |Passenger No. 62.........10:00 am.
Passenger No. 73......... 2:30 pm. | Passenger No. 72........ . 450 pm.
Train No. 60 leaving Dallas st 1:00 p. m. connects st Monmouth for

62
las sand way points

Hard Wheat Flour £ panas Ovegon
Every Sack Guaranteed. P -
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Simonton & Scott § WALTER L. TOOZE, IR.
Court Street Dﬂ"as, Ore. Dallas National Bank Building
Dallas Oregon
DALLAS STATION TIME CARD

SOUTHERN PACIFIO

.. 2.35 pm.|

L:'nmt-n[:vr No. 77. .00 11400 2
*assenger No. 70, ...00000 7:20 pm.

CITY & WESTERN RY. CO.

Airlie conneet at Monmouth for Dal-

ARRIVING DALLAS

MONMOUTH RY.

S e




