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WILL TAX SALE BE LEGAL?

Following Deadly Parallel Shows How Publisher Is

Charging More Than Lawful Rate For
Printing Notice of Sale.

(As set in Brevier type by West Side.) (Same matter set in Nonparlel, the

H. 8. Montgomery, Falls City
Lumber Co., agent, beginning 8.
g1 degrees 31 minutes, W 15
teat and N. 50 degrees W 115
chains from N E corner of blk
D, Montgomery's Falls City, N
50 Jdegrees W 10.76 chains, N 14
degrees 80 minutes, E 540
chains to bank of Luckiamute
It 8 Easterly along sald R 1580
chains, 8 52 degrees 30 minutes,
W 170 chains, 8 Easterly 3.80
chains, N 83 degrees 30 minutes,
W 5.70 chains, 8 81 degrees 30
minotes, W 1,48 chains to P O
B, Bee 20, Tp 8, BR 6 W, con-
taining 10 acres, Tax $4 14,
penalties  $0.62, printers costs
$3.88, total .iieivesvaviessess . $8.98

B. A. Bush, 8, E. quarter and E.
Lalf of N, E. guarter of Seq, 17,
.9, 8 R 6 W, containing 240
acres, Tax $24.43, penalties,
#4868, printer's costs $1.05; to-

type required by law.)

I1, 8. Montgoméry, Falls City Lnmber Co.
Wegl.. beginuing S 31 degrées 31 minntes
1 fest and N 50 degrees W 116 chaing
from N E vorner of blk D, Montgomery's
Falln City, N 50 degrees W 10,75 chains, N
14 degrees S0minutes E 5,40 chuins to bank
of Luckinmule R 8 Easterly along said R
156,50 chudne, 8 52 degrees 80 minntes W 1.70
chaing, 5 Eanterly 3.80 chaing, N 5 degrees
30 minutes W 670 chning, 8 B degrees 50
minutes W 145 chiains to P O B, Sec %0, T
88 RO W, containing 10 acres,  Tax $1,14,
penalties §0.82, printers costs, $3.25, total § 8.2

B. A. Bush, B, E, quarter aud E. half of N,
E, quarter of Bee. 17, .98, K 6 W, con-
tining 240 ncres,  Tax §24.43, penilties
3158, printers conts $1.00, 01, 1,00 reess, $u0.21

The Opserver {8 often asked why it
has steadfastly refused to bid on pub-
lishing the notice of delinguent tax
sale each year. It knows of no better
answer than the above paragraphs, A
gimilar comparison of the manner in
which these notlces are set in type, and
how they should be set, was made by
this paper several years ago, and Is
doubtlens remembered by many of our
older renders, The practice of bidding
a low rate per line and then setting
thetypein such a manner as to enable
the pubilisher to collect twice or three
times his regular advertising rate had
long been pursued by certain news-
paper men of the county, and pub-
lishers who were unwilling to resort
to such methods were practically shat
ont of the competition, The sell-
regpecting publisher would bid a rate
that he koew to be fair and reasonable,
and one that would give him a living
profit, but some publisher with a more
elastic conscience would bid the rate
par line dowa to practically nothing,
and then, with the contract in his
possession, would set the type in such
o way as to make the sale bring him
twice or three times as much as the
first publisher would have received on
his honest bid,

The writer well remembers that in
one instance he looked over the Sher-
ifl's copy prior to the letting of the
contract, by the County Court, and
estimated thatthe sale would be worth
nbout $250, at the regular rate charged
by all of the county papers for legal
uotiees where no bids were asked.
When the bids were opened for the
publication of this notice, it wasa found
that one publisher had cut the rate
perlineto less than one-half of his
own regular price for legal advertis-
ing. Atthis low rate, with the type
faitly and honestly set, it would have
been impossible for this publisher to
have realized more than $150 for the
entire notice. But by padding it, and
juggling the type, and leaving holes
between the words that a cat could have
crawled through, and the Lord knows
Wwhat other processes, he managed to
Bqueeze enough lines out of it to make
it count up to something over $500.
;&t;;l a fool court allowed the bill in

ull,

Time after time, the court allowed
$300 and even $600 for these sales, and
In no instance would they have been
Wworth more than $150 or $200, had the
publisher been held down to the style
followed by him in setting other legal
hotices, It was when a particularly
atrocious gouge of this sort was being
Perpetrated that the Osserven exposed
the whole scheme to the people by put-
ting the notice in type as iv was belng
published under contraet, and then
Belling it up in type as it should have
been set. The expose was so plain that
it did not require a technics! know-

ledge of the printer’s art to detect at a |

glance that extortion of the worst sort
Was being worked on the taxpayers
under the guise of economy.

At no time, while this game was
being worked on the court, was there
&¥en a look-in at this business for the
Publisher who would not stoop to this
method, and the abuse finally grew so
fagrant that the Onszrven decided to
end it, if it was possible to do it
Accordingly, when Judge Sibley and
Commissioner Teal came into office,
the writer went befors  them aod
Tequested that the bidding be dispensed
With [or one year at least and that the
fale be given to the OnsERvER at regu-
lar advertising rates. He had bever
befors, (nor has he ever sinos,) asked 8
tounty officer for a dollar’s worth of
work, but in this {nstance be did ask
I explaining to the court at the time
that his only object in dolng so was to

of record as a guide for letting future
contracts. This privilege was granted
by the court, and a *‘style card” get-
ting forth the size and kind of type,
and the manner of setiing the same,
was duly prepared and recorded in the
court journal.

The Osserver could not demand,
nelther did It expect, that the custom
of letting the tax publications by con-
tract would be dispensed with, but in
justice to itself and for the protection
of its own busipess, it was interested
In getting the bidding on a basis
where every publisher would have to
live up to hia bid or suffer the conse-
quences. The Opsenver printed the
tax sale that year, and the cost to the
delinquent taxpayers was only $182,
although full legal rates were charged
for the publieation, It might be added,
in passing, that $500 and $600 tax sales
have never been heard of in Polk
county since. Those plans and speoi-
fications prepared by the OBSERVER
were basl medloine for gougers, and
suceeeding courts have followed them
to the letter until the present year.

For the last several years, the tax
has been so closely collected that large
dellnquent sales have become a thing
of the past. The courts, however, have
been following the custom of letting
the publication by contract, using the
same form of contract that was pre-
pared by the Osserver when that
paper published the sale. With this
cootract staring them in the face, no
publisher dared to submit a low bid
per line in the hope of maklog it up
by padding out a large number of
extra lines. Under its previsions, a
publisher got exactly what he bid, and
no more. It was fair to all of the
papers, and it was fair to the delin-
quent taxpayers, Extortion under its
provisions was absolutely impossible,
With the records of the old unfair and
malodorous system before it, it seems
almost impossible of belief that any
court would have permitted itself to
be fooled Into abandoning a plan
which experience had taught was bet-
ter, fairer, and more economical in
every way. And yet that is just what
waa done this year. _

The Osserver had hoped that it
would never again be called upon to
show how a printer who is so inclined
can bid less than the legal rate for
publishing a notice, and then set it so
as to receive more than the legal rate,
We thought that method of printing
tax sales had been abandoved for good
in Polk county, but it appears that we
wore mistaken, so it is again neces-
sary for usto take our type and pen in
hand and show how It is done.

It will be remembered that a few
weeks ago the court called for bids for
printing the tax notice. The law does
not say that it shall be let by bids, but
gays that the court shall designate the
paper ln which the motice shail be
published, such paper to be the one
most likely to give actual notice to

be published for a price not to exceed
25 cents per line, nompariel type.
That's plain, is it not? The court
shall designate the paper, and that
paper must be the one that will give
the sals the greatest possible publieity,
and the price must not exceed 25 cents
a line.

Well, as_we remarked before, the
court called for bids, evidently desir-
log to make & little show of economy
to the taxpayers at the expense of the
printers. The Opseaver paid no atten-
tion to the call, as the notice was so
smail that it wasn't worth taking at
anytbing less than the usual legal
rates. ‘The Itemizer submitted a bid
of 98 cents a line, nonpariel measure,
the regular rate of that paper. The

forever put at an end, if possible, the
Methods that had been practiced by,
*Naln publishersin submitting ruln-
usly low figures on the tax netiess
80d then charging three times what
they wore worth, He also asked that

Weat Side handed in a bid of 173 ceots
per line, brevier measure. Algr con-
sidering the bids, the court rejected
both, giving as its reason that the
Itemizer’s bid was sbove the legal
limit of 25 cents, and thiat the West

b2 be permitted to prepare the “plans
86d specifications” for setting the
fotice in type, that it might be entered !

Side's bid of 174 ceots, brevier mmum.
was greater than 25 cents, nonparisl
measure, Bight there, the court came

delinquent taxpayers, such notice to

dangerously near to being right, and
had that decigsion been allowed to
stand, it is not probable that any
delinquent taxpayer would have been
called upon to dig up more than the
maximum amount allowed by law for
publishing the sale of his property.
But later on, the court appears to have
changed {ts mind concerning the West
Side’s bid, and we flad in the docket
that “it now appearing to the court
that 174 cents a line, brevier, is not
more than 25 cents a line, nonpariel,
ate. the contract is hereby awarded to
the WestSide,” It would be interesting
to know how the court aequired that
wonderful informatlon, Few, if any
ol our readers are printers, but we
would call their attention to the above
notices and ask them if they believe
that the court was right.

Take the Montgomery property for
instance: The West Side notice is set
in brevier, and amounts to 19 lines,
which at 17} cenpta a line, amounts to
$3.32. The same notice set in non-
pariel, (the type required by the law
of Oregon,) makes only 13 lines, which
at the full rate of 25 cents a line,
amounts to only $3.25, Not a great
difference, it ia tiue, but just enough
to be greater than the law allows.
Most of us know old Mr, Montgomery
up in Falls City, and we know him to
be a pretty fair sort of an old man,
and there would seem no good reason

accepting a brevier bid, when the law
calls for a nonpariel bid, we don’t
know but that he showed pretty good
business sense after all. But there
Is no reason why he should be paid
more than the highest rate allowed
by law for worlk of this class,

Polk county is not & pauper, neither
should it be a spendthrift. It's busi-
ness should be conducted just as any
other progressive business is con-
ducted—buying only what it needs,
and paying a price that is fair and
reagonable, This Is {s all that the tax-
payers desire, and no one desires less,
The Opserver has always held to the
theory that the county should pay as
much for its printing as private
individuals are required to pay, quan-
tity considered, and that it should not
be required to pay more. Under the
competitive biddingsystem, the county
has always had to pay more, as the
records will abundantly prove, and as
any citizen who has ever held publie
office will freely testify. The reason
for this is pot far to seek, as another
glance at the above tax sale para-
graphs will show, Is it any wonder
that owners of profltable and dignlfled
printing businesses steer clear of the
whole bidding mess?

MONMOUTH.

William E. Foster of Dayton, via-

why the county should stick him up|ited relatives in Monmouth last week,

for more than the law allows, merely
because he happened to be a littleslow
in paying his taxes.

Then there is Mr, Bush. Now, the
Ogrsenver does not happen to have the
pleasure of his acquaintanee, but we'll
wager that he is a pretty good sort of
a fellow, and while he is doubtless
libersl with his money, it is hardly
likely that he will appreciate paying
for 6 lines in his notice, when the same
could have been set in 4. It is safe to
say that you could not convinee him
that 6 lines at 17} cents is less than 4
lines at 25 cents, even il you argued
with him for as much as a day and a
half.

And to return to Mr. Montgomery,
If the old gentleman Is to be charged
the very highest limit, and then a
little more, why not have his notice

set in this fashion:

H. 8. MONTGOMERY, Fulls City Lomber Co,
agent, beglnning 8 81 degrees 81 minutes, W 15
feet nnd N, 50 daﬁmﬂ W. 115 chalos from N B
corner of blk D, Montgomery's Falls City, N 50
dugrm W 10.70 chudns, N 14 degroes 30 minutes,
E 540 ehadns to bank of Lutkiamute B B East
erly nlong said R 16,80 ohulus, 5§ 52 degrees 80
minutes, W 1.70 chains, 8 Easterly 550 ohaios
N K3 degrees 30 minutes, W 5,70 echadng, 8 91 de-
*rmm minutes, W 1458 ehiina to P O B, Hee, 20

piSH 8 W, contalnlvg 10 acres. Tax $4.14
penaltios m.&rﬁ. printers costs 83,52, total, .. 328

This is the style In which all regular |
legal notices are set, and it is the style
that Judge Coad or any other lawyer
would loslst upon If the work was
being done for aclient. Itamouantsto
exactly one inch of type, for which |
any publisher in Polk county regularly
charges $2.50, and s glad to get the
work at that figure, We are not say-
ing that the notice should be set in
this way, but isn’t it just as plaino and
convenient in every way as the other
form? 1t is the way all other legal
notices are set, and why not inthis
lnstance, when more than the lawful
rate is being charged?

Now, the whole matter just comes to
this: The present court, like many
courts before it, in an effort to make a
little show of economy, has undertaken
to do =0 at the expense of the printers
of the county, apparently caring
nothing whether the prioters make a
decent, legitimate profit, or not. Inso
doing, the Court has tackled some-
thing It knows absolutely nothing
sbout, and as a result, it gets the
worst of It. The OssERVER does not
know that it particularly blames the
publisher of the West Side; in fact, If
Mr. Ralston could argue the court into

Monmouth, Tuesday.

Editor Ralston, of the Independence
Enterprise, was a business visitor in

“Unecle 80l" COrowley, of Rickreall,

was 8 Monmouth visitor during the
first part of this week.

F'red Huber, formerly the rural mail

carrier in this district, was a business
visitor In Portland over Sunday.

Elder Richy and family moved to

Newberg, Monday, and will make
their home in that eity in future.

Mrs, W, N, O'Kelley and daughter,

of Dilly, visited at the home of her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. Robertson,
Bunday.

The grip ls quite prevalent in our

city at this time, but it is believed that
the present rainy season will have a
tendoncy to stop it,

The mid-year commencement exer-

cises will be held atthe Normal school
nextweek. The class of graduates will
be very large this year,

Mr. Cunningham, of Whitman

County, Washington, wvisited at the
home of Mr* and Mrs. R, O, Reynolds
last week, and saild that he was well
pleased with this city.

The Evaporator and Cannery Com-

pany is having the old fruit trees
grubbed out of the tract recently pur-
ochased from B, L. Murphy, and will
plant small fruit in their places,

The creamery for Monmouth I8 an

assured thing, for the deflcit caused
by one of the stockholders drawing
out of the anterprise was made up
almost immediately, and the work will
go on a8 If nothing happened,

The girls hasketball team of the

Normal School defeated the Chemawa
girls Saturday night, This ties the
two teams in games, but the local
aggregation hus a triflethe advantage
in score average,

The first snow of the season made

ite appearance in our city Monday
morning, but a warm rain following
a lew bours later, effectually put an
end to the dreams of coasting which
were entertained by the youth of Mon-
mouth,

The residence of A. N. Halleek

caught firaSunday morning, from the

flue, and a serious conflagration was
prevented only by the prompt and

effective action of Mr. Halleck and one

The sale of alum foods

has been made illegal in W
bia, and alum baking powders are everywhere

juios To protect
when

ashington and the District of Colum §

recognized as '

of his peighbors, who succeeded in
subduing the flames before any ser-
ious damage was done.

The Infantchild of Mr, and Mrs.
John Walker died Tussday, as a result
of sevare burns reeeived on the day
bafore, by falling Ioto the open flre-
place. The accldent ocoured while the
mother was out of the room for a
moment, and before the Aames could
be extinguished the little one was
fatally injured. The funeral services
were held at the home of the child's
parents, Wednesday afternoon, and
the body was interred in the Monmouth
cometery,

AIRLIE.

Little damage was done In this
vicinity by the lats [reeze,

Mr. and Mrs. A, N. Newbill visited
in Independence, Tuesday.

Mrs. Otto Simpaon is visiting at the
home of her parents in Woodburn.

Gearge Conn's two little daughters
have been quite ill with the grippe.

Sam and Hugh Hanna wentto Inde-
pendenee, Tueaday, for a short visit,

O. H. Dusenberry, of Portland, was
the guest of Mr. and Mrs, J. D. Bevens
last week.

J. O, Nendel will plow up his hop
yard and devote his time to dairying
in future,

An express office has been estab-
lished at this place and it is proving
to be a great accomodation to all.,

The question of organizing a co-op-
erative creamery company in this
neighborhood is being seriously dis-
cussed,

Overcoats

AND
Cravenetts

TO CLOSE OUT AT A
BARGAIN

SEE OUR WINDOW FOR PRICES

ALL NEW GOODS AND
THIS SEASON’S STYLES

Campbell & Hollister

Cash Store
Dallas, -

Orego

The hounds belonging to E. E. Staats

eaught another coyote Sunday. This
makes three that they have eaptured
in the course of four runs.

Quite a number of traveling men
were in Airlie this week, among whom
were John Brinkley and Rich Evans,
both former residents of this place,

Three applications for membership
wore balloted on at the last meeting of
the Mono Grange and two more appli-
catlons were received, The Grunge
purposes to work actively in favor of
the purcels post,

John Ritner has begun work on the
new bridge which I8 to be bullt at
Turper's, The lumber arrived at this
place Tuesday and BSuperintendent
Hadley had several teams hauling it
away on the following day.

—_—————

The Most
Import'nt

\

Item in the Kitchen
(next to the cook)is
the

PEDEE HILLS.

Mrs, I, Rittner is reported to be very
i1

Mrs, Joseph Edwards, who has been
very ill, is reported much better,

Plowing was stopped last week on
account of the freezing weather.

Lagrippe 18 quite prevalent in this
nelghborhood at the present time,

Emile Nombalals will close a suoc-
cesaful term of school at Condon this
weolk,

Mrs, Fred Rittner hasbeen employet]
to teach the spring term of school at
Pedee.

Miss Buelah Craton was quite 111
last week and was unable to attend
school for the first time this winter.

Mr. and Mrs. Riley Burbank and
Mr, and Mrs. Pine Burbank visited at
the home of Thomas Kinchin, Bunday.

The first snow of the season made its
appearance here Monday mornlng
and by evening the hills were quite
white,

Mr. Truax Is recovering nlecely from
the broken arm received while work-
ing in the woods a short time ago,
and, with the assistance of his two
little boys, is at work skiddiog logs.

The Simpson logging camp Iz the
only one in this vieinity running with
6 full erew of hands at the present
time. Itiscarrently reported that the
Bpaulding Company will not contract
logs for the coming season.

Farmers lo this vicinity are eater-
ing into dairy farming more deeply
every year and cream will be shipped
néxt summer from the farms of O, 8.
Craton, A. Womer, G, Pagenkopf, E.
Pagenkopl, Jesse Yost, Will Bush, R,
Hastings, Taylor Brothers and the
I. X. L. Dairy Ranch.

INDEPENDENCE.

Mrs. O, D. Butler was a Portland
viaitor last week.

Miss Lorena Sperling returned to
ber school work at Mt. Aogel this
week.

Mr, and Mrs, E. E. Paddock enter-

evening.

Miss Frankle Doherty, of Portland,
is visiting at the home of her sister,
Mrs, P. M. Kirkland.

Mr, and Mrs., David Collins, of
Tacoma, ars visiting at the howme of
his pareots, Mr. and Mrs. J, H,
Collina.

move next week to Corvallis where he |
[will have the management of the
light and water plact.

The Iodependencs Dramatio Cluob
entertained a large audience at the |
opera bouse, Baturday eveniog with

so excelisnt presentation of the
comedy, “The Widow.”

' (Continued on Page 3.)

| :‘

Mr. spd Mrs. Byron Atkins will | %8

KITCHEN RANGE
The “Quick Meal”
Steel Range

Has all the desirable features

It is the most Economical
in the use of fuel

A good Baker, and Con-
venient in all ways.

Come in and we will Surprise
you with some

Astonishingly Low Prices

Wm Faull

The Leading
Hardware Dealer

Dallas -

tained the Bocial Whist Club, Monday | 7§

On all shoes except Walk-Owver
and St. Cecelia.

Toe Dallas Shoe Store, " }.C Gamor,




