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“He came back to wateh over Miss
Calboun while she slept. It was my
sworn duty to guand her from the man
who had accused her.
member of the band to which T belong,
and be watched while 1 went forth on
& pretty business of my own, It will |
be useless to ask what that busipess
wis I will not tell. Nor will the boy,
You may kill us, but our secrefs dle
with us. This moch I will say: We
bave dope wnothlng disloyal to Gran-
stark. Yoo may believe me or not. Tt
bas been necessary for me (o communl- |
cite with my friends, and 1 found the
means soon after my arrival here.  All
the foxes that live In the hills have not

This hoy Is a |

Dodd, Mead & Co.

tan's sister:’ Her papd cmsped wa
convulsively as he nodded nssent.
“Now 1 do love you.”

“Thank God!" he whispered joyous-
Iy. “1 knew It, but 1 was afrald you
pnever would speak the words I am
appy—I am wild with Joy.'
| - l;;,:l they may shoot you," she shud-
| dered. “You have condemned your-
self. Oh, [ canooi inlk to you us 1
want to—out here before all these peo-
ple. Don't move, Colonel Quinnox,
They can't see through you. I"lease
stand stlll"

“They will not shoot me, Beverly,
dear. | am not a spy,” sald Baldos,
looking down Into the eyes of the slen-

four legs.” he concluded sigulficantly.

“You are a marvel!” exclhimed Lor
ry, aond there was real admiration lo
his volee. “T'm sorry you were fool
enough 10 come back and get ennght |
ke this. Don't ook sumirksed. gentle
men, for | helieve in youf hearta you
admire bim quite as much as | do™
The Mint smile thet went the ronmls
was confirmatidn enough. Nearly every
man there had been trained ln English
speaking lands and not a word of the
conversation had been mizsed,

“1 expectad to be arrested, Mr. Lor-
ry,” aald Baldos ealmly. *“I knew that
the warrant awaited me, 1 knew that
my flight of last night was no secret.
I came back willingly, gladly, your
highness, and now | am ready to face
my accuser, There |s nothing for me to
fear.”

“And after you have confessed to all
these actions? By George, 1 like your
nervel” exclaimed Lorry, -

“I have been amply vindicated,”
cried Marlanx, “Put him In Irons—
and that boy too"

“We'll Interview the boy," sald Lor-
ry, remembering the lad beneath the
tree.

“Bee; he's sleeping so sweetly,” sald
Baldoa gently. “Poor Ind, he has not
known sleep for many hours, I sup-
pose he'll have to be awakened, poor
little beggar."

Colonel Quinnox and Haddan crossed
the grounds to the big cedar. The boy
sprang to bis feet at thelr call and
Two big hands
elasped hls arms, and 8 moment later
the slight figure came pathetically
icross the Intervening space between
the stalwart guards.

“Why has he remnined here, certain
of arrest? demanded Lorry In sur-
prise.

“He was safer with me than any-
where else, Mr. Lorry. You may
shoot me a thousand times, but I jm.
plore you to deal gently with my un-
bappy friend. He lns done no wrong.
The clothes you see upoun that trem:
bling figure are forturing the poor
beart more than you ecan know, The
burning flush upon that cheek I8 the
red of modesty. Your highness and
gentlemen, 1 ask you to have pity on
this gentle friend of mine.” He threw
his arm about the shoulder of the
slight figure as it drooped ngalnst hilm,
“Count Marlanx was right. It was a
woman he saw with me In the chapel
last night.”

The seusation created by this simple
statement was staggering. The fushed
face was unmistakably that of & young
glrl, a tender, modest thing that shrank
before the eyes of a grim audlence
Womanly instinet lmpelled Yetive to
shield the timid masquerader. Her
strange assoclation with Baldos was
not of enough consequence In the eyes
of this tender ruler to cheek the lme
pulse of gentleness that swept over

wr, That the girl wus gulltiess ol any
srongdoing was plain to be seen. EHer
eyes, her foece, her trembling figure fur-
plshed proof conclusive. The dark
looks ol the men were softencd when
the arm of the princess went about the
stranger and drew her close.

“Buh! Sowe wanlon or other!"” sneer
ed Marlanx, “But n pretty one, by the
gods, Baldos has alwiys shown hls
good taste”

Haldos glared at him ke a tiger re
stralned.

“Before God, you will
words to unsay,” be hissed,

Yetive felt the slight body of the gin
guiver and then grow tense,

The eyes of Baldos now were fixed
ou the white, drawn fuce of Beverly
Calboun, who stood quite aloue at the
top of the steps. She began to sway
dizzily, nnd be saw that she was abount
to fall, Springing away from the
guards, be dashed up the steps to her
wide. s arm caught her ns she sway-
ed, nnd ‘ita touch restored strength to
her—the strength of resentment and
defiance.

“Don't!™ she whisperad hoarsely.

“Have cournge.'” he murmured softly.
“It will ull be well. There I8 no dan-
R[‘r."

“80 this is the womnn!” she cried
bliteriy.

“Yex. You alone are dearer to me
than she." be nttersd hurriedly.

“I ean't believe a vond you say.™

“You will, Beverly. 1 love vou, That
{8 why I camne back, 1 could not leave
you to mest it alone. Was I not right?
Let them put me nto lrong—let them
kil me'—

“Come!™ cried Colonel Quinuox, reach-
ing his side ut this instant. *“The girl
will be cared for. You are a prisoner.”

*Walt!” implored Beverly, light aud-
denly breaking In upop her, “Please
walt, Colonel Quinnox.” He hesitated,
his broad shoulders between her and
the gaping crowd below. BShe saw
with grateful heart that Yetive and
Lorry were holding the steps as If
agaiost a warlike fee. “Is abe—ls she
your wife?"

“Good heavens, nol" gasped Baldos,
*Your swaetheart ™ piteously.

“She is nu slster of the wman | serve

have those

der boylsh figure who stood beside the
princess. “It i5 better that | should
dle, however,” he went on Dbitterly.
“Life will not be worth living without
yoi. You would not give yourself to

| the lowly, humble huuter, so [I"—

“] will marry you, Paul I love you
Can’'t anything be done to"—

“It {s bound to come out all right In
the end,” he cried, throwlng up his
bead to driuk In the vew joy of liv
Ing. “They will find that I bave done
nothing to injure Graustark. Walt,
dearest, untll the day gives up Its news.
It will not be long In coming., Al, this
promise of yours glves me new life,
new joy. I conld shout It from the
housetops!”™

“But don't!" she cried nervously.
“How does shie happen to be Liere with
you? Tell me, Paul, Obh, Isu't she ny
dear?"

“You shall know everything in time. |
Watch over her, dearest. I bave lled
today for you, but it was u lie 1 loved.
Qare for her If you love me. When I
am free and In favor agaln you will—
Ah!" He broke off suddenly with
an exclamation. His eyes were bent
eagerly on the circle of trees just)be-
yond the parade groumd. Then his
hand clasped hers in one spismodic
grip of relief. An instant later he was
towering, with head bare, at the top of
the steps, his hand pointing dramatic-
ally toward the trees.

Ravone, still in his ragged uniform,
haggurd, but eager, was standing like
a4 gnunt specter o the suolight that
fiooded the terrace. The vagnbond,
with the eyes of nll upon bim, raised
and lowered his arms thylice, and the
face of Baldos beecame radiant,

“Your highness,” he cried to Yetive,
waving his hand toward the stranger,
“1 bave the honor to announce the
Prince of Dawsgbergen.”

slde of the astonished princess,

Ing.

e pushed the boyish fizure aside
and whispered earnestly Into Yetive's
ear. She smiled warmly In response;
and her eyes sparkled,

“And this, your highness, s hils sis-
ter, the Princess Candace,” he ap-
nounced aloud, bowing low before the
girl. At that instafft she ceased to be
the timid, eringing boy. Her chin went
up In fruly regal state as she calmly,
even haughtily, responded to the dazed,
half earnest sulutes of the men. With |
a rare smile—a knowiug one, In which |
mischlef was paranmonat—she spoke to |
Baldos, glving him her band to kiss. |

“Al, dear Baldos. yon have achieved
your sweetest trivmph—the thentrieal
climax to all this time of plotting, My
brothet's sister loves you for all this.
Your bighness” —and she turned to Ye-
tive with a captivating smile—*is {he
luckdess sister of Dantan welcome in
your custle? Muy [ rest here |lu peace?
It has been a bltterly ooz vear, this
past week,"” she sighed. Fatigune shot
buck Into her sweet face, and Yetive's
love went out to Ler nnreservedly. As |
ahe drew the slight figire up the slo;m
ghe turned and sild to her ministers:

“I shall be glul to receive Prince |
Dantan In the throne room without de
luy, 1am going to put the princess to
lnﬂ‘DD

“Your highness,” sald Baldos from
below, “may I be the first to aunounce |
to you that there will be no war with |
Dawsbergen |

This was too much.
looked at his enemy with something
Hke collapse In his eyes.

“What do you mean¥" eried Lorry,
selzing him by the arm,

“I mean that Prince Dantan is here
to announce the recapture of Gabriel,
bis half brother. Before the hour 18
past your own men from the dungeoun
in the mountains will come to report |
the return of the fugitive. This an-
nouncement may explain In a measure
the conduect that bas earned for me the |
accusation which confronts me. The
men who have retaken Gabrie! ave the |
members of that Jittle bund you have
beard so miuch about. Once I was Its |
eaptain, Prince Dantan's chief of staff
—the commander of his ragged army
of twelve. Miss Calhoun and fate
brought me Into Edelweiss, but my
loyalty to the object esponsed by our
glorious little army has never wavered
Without me they have succeeded In
tricking and trapping Gabriel It Is |
more than the great armny of Graustark
could do. Your highuess wiil pardon
the boast under the clreamstances?”

*If this I true, you have accomplish
ed a wmiracle” exclulined Lorry, pro-
foundly ugltuted “But can It be troe¥
I enn’t believe it 1t I8 too goodl. 1N s
too utterly lmprobable. Iz that resily
Prince Danptan¥™ !

“Assuming that it i3 Daptan, Gren-
fall,” sald Yetive. “1 famey it I8 nol
courteons in ue (o let blin staml over
there #ll alope and iguornd, Go to kim,
please,” With that slie passed through
the doors. secompanted by Beverly and
the young princeas. Lotry amd others
went to greet the emaclated visitor o

ehe Prince Dan-

rags and tage Quinnox and
Barou Dangloss at one another

+ Iron Count.

| time ¢omes,"

[ you are a prisouer, n suspected traitor,

the frult much the sweeter for the bit- :Fraternal Union Of America

terness,”

| eell. do you, Gren¥”

| sald to you is the trath,
nsked the one we have known as Ria-
vone,

dos, with & laugh %o jolly that Ravone's H.

thetle smile,

" "TER XNV ¥
CHADI'TER XXVIII, the guards, followed by Dangloss and lllraL and Third \\eduesduy of each
HIS startling announcement | Colonel Quinnox Mty
threw the company futo the vt te 0 - Mis. C, G. Coan, C. ol H, y
pany [ Naturally the Greanstark leaders were Mus. Ep. K. Coan, Fin,
greatest excltement. Baldos cautious, even skeptical. ‘They nwnlt-
ran down the steps and to the i i

ed confirmation of the glorions news
ol " | with varying emotions,
Prince Dantan!™ she erled, nnbeliey- |duﬂ.d by the "!éy"*“"“'“—‘ of Prince

[ much to be ac complished, much to be

| to recelve you when you arve regdy to

Even Marlanx |
I'w w news s caldenlated to chinge

| story

ty s= It ls proffercd.  Ontside your elty and
| gates my humble followers lie starv- |
ing. My ouly prayer Is lhat you “lll Low Rates

| gates for the gtrollers whe had accom

in doubt nnd uncerfalnty. What were
they to do with Ralilos, the prisoner?
“You are asking yoursell what s to ———— =
be done with me” sald Baldos enslly. '
“The order 18 for my arrest, Only the
princess enn apnul 1L Shie l:u retlm: ] - S ERLT e =
# misgion of love and tenderness, No. ¥, ea
:'uouid not haye her disturbed, There i;:“;?‘fmm e
{s mothing left for you to do but to Fourth Fridays of each month
place me In a cell. 1 am quite ready, G. L. Hawkixs, W. M.

Colonel Quinnox, You will be wise t‘o 1. C. Havres, Sec.
put me In a ploce whm I ¢annot hood- No. 1% R
wink vou further. You'do not bear me iinﬁw.th ug::gm \ni
2 grudge? He langhed so buoyantly, Fivet and third F‘r"""mln ot )
o fearlessly, that Quinnox forgave him month,

Hayrer, H. P.
Oy S U, B, GrasT, Bee.

r, No. 22, 0, E. 8., stated
ﬂ:ﬂ? oo and Fourth Tuee-
days of each month.
Mus. Magare Havrer, W, M.
Mgs. Lispie Muik, Sec,

eversthing, Dangloss chueklad, an un-
heard of condescension on his part.
“We shall meet again, Count Marlanx.
You were pot far wrong In your accu-
| sntions agalust me, but you have much
to account for In another direction.”
“This is all a clever trick,” eried the
“But youn shall find me
ady to accommodate you when the

Woodmen of the World,

~

At this juncture Lorry and Count
Halfont eame up with Ravone. Bal
dos would bave knelt before his ruler
had not the worn, slekly young man Dallae Camp, No, 200, meﬂain their
restrained lini. hall in the Woodman hailding every

“Your hmul, Capiain Baldos” he | Tueslay evening,

sald. “Most loyal of friends, you lm\-eI K, M. Guoy (!,‘H.('}.Li Vanaat. Oleek
. . o B o -

istletoe Cirele, No. 38, W, C. A,
Mtnaeua in  their Hall, in the
Woodman builling every second nned
fonrth Wednesday.

I had the most debilitating cough
but thanks be to God, four bottles of

| Mus. Heres Greexwoon, G, N,
Mes. Nervie Tavos, Clerk,

|
. Knights of the Maccabees.
. _ - |

g ullas Tent, No., 3, meets Second
aml  Fonrth Thuradays of  eavh |
month an I, O, O, Fohall,

| Mank Haveer, 8, K. Com. i
| l. N. Woonn, K. K.

|
ilae Hive, No, 28, L. 0, T. M., meetr |
‘ on Second aml Fourth Tharsduy after- |
noon of exch month,
Muts. Kivrie N, Miveen, 1. O
Mes., Hosg Fiover. B, K. |

Knights of Pythms |

—_—

- . ® W », e

aryioN Loper, No, 86, K, of P.—

Meets every Monday ovmnlng in

W. 0. W, building. Visiting Kaights
are weleome,

M. A. Forp, C. O,

¥. L. Hawxixs, K. of R. B,
It shall be my duty and joy to explain G. L. Hawxixs, K. of 8
your motives pml your getlions, Have | ——— —————=
no fear, The hounr will be short and |

“Your hand, Captain Brldos."

won far more than the honor and love
[ can bestow upon you. They tell me

. 144—DMeets Third Tuesday
of each month.

W. J. Wagxer, F. M.

Mugr, S, K. Morprsox, See.

“*Thunder!" muttered Harry Angulsh,
“You dow't Intend to slap him into a wige No
Baldos overheard | h

the remnark.

“I prefer that course, sir, until it has
been clearly established that all T have
Count Mar-
Innx must be satistied,” sald he,

“And, Baldos, Is nll well with her?*

A, 0. U W

and Third Wednesdny of ench

month, .

L. Fesvon, M. W,
Jonx K,

% Union Lodge, No. 36—Meets Firsl

“She iz being put to bed,” sald Bal-
lean face was wreathed in 4 sympa- Swrrn, Fin,
“1 am ready, gentlemen,”

e marched gallantly away between C"‘ stal Lodge, No. 50, 1, of H., meets

United Artisans.

The shock pro-

forgiven, before there s a Prince Dan-
tan of Dawsbergen agiln,"

Dantan In the pérson of the ascetle
Ravone was wlmost stupefying. Even nf“f“"'“ No. 46—meets First and
Beverly, who knew the vagubond bet- Third Tuesday of each month,
ter than all the others, had not dream- WiLs Siontox, M. A,
ed of Ravone as the fugitive prince.
Secretly she had hoped ns long as she I 0. 0. F
could that Baldos would prove, after  —
;“‘ “I‘ n"f ;"{]"‘#“‘1' than II'I““‘"”- ok _Friendship Lodge, No. 6, meets
ope had dwindled to vothing, however, every Saturday evening in 1
and she wns quite prepated for the 0. 0. F. Hall.
revelatlon, She now saw that he was | W. L. Sognnex, N. G,
Just what he professed to be—na brave W. A. Avrks, Ree.Ree,
but humble fricwl of the voung sov- .
ereign, nnd she was happy In the I.I“-‘ ‘renle I'.m_'usnplllll'nt, No. 20, meets
knowledge that she loved him for what “’ﬁ“"“l and Fourth Monduy of each
montn.
ll:e;\\ln::‘:ml uot for what he might W. A, Avies, C. P,
RS IAES A. W, Trars, Seribe.
“He Is my best friend,” salil Ravone,
ks they led Baldos away. *“I am called H]u,ira Lodge, No, 26, D, of R., meets
Ruvone, gentlemen, nnd 1 am content the first and thind Wednesdanye of
to be known by that name untll better | enel month.
fortune gives me the right to use an- | Miss Masen, Honwes, N, G.
other. You can Lardly expect o thing Miss Ovvre Howe, See,
in rags to be called n prince. There is —% —
W. .J. STOWE,
“You are faint and weak."” sald Lor- ¥ » »
ry, suddenly perceiving his plight. 'l‘l ll‘kn'a. l.’
“Yhe bosplinlity of the castle I8 yours,
The promise we made a few dnys ago | Does hauling of all kinds at reascnable
holkls good. rates.
DALLAS.

Her higliness will be proud
come to the throne room. 1 am Gren- vt Lo
full Lorry, U e slr; rest and refresh
yourself in our gladdencd home. Aun - —
e ywe were making rendy to rush

tle, but your astonishing but

every plan we have made.”
“"Undoubtedly, siv, It will, Daws-
bergen hardly will make a tight to re-
leape Gabriel, e is safe in your dun-
%, If they want him pow they
enme to your strongholds, They |
ot do it belleve me.” sald Ravone
o piy. “Alns, 1 am faint and sore, as

R Co BT,
you snepect. May 1 le down for an |
hour or twae? 1o that tlme you will

have heard from your wardons, and my
High Service

will be sulstantinted. Then |
shall be ready to necopt your hospltall- |

seind them cheer and succor.'

No time was lost In 'sn'mllu: to lbf C. W_ NI_XON, Proprlctor,

plished the marvel of the day, The
news of Gubriel's capture was kept
from the coliy's lphabitante until verd-
fication enm - from the proper sources,
but those in countrol of the affairs of
state were certnin that Ravoue's story
was true. All operations came to u
standstill. The movements of the anuy
were checked, Everything lny quies. |
cent under the shock of this startiing
ellmax. |

“Hang Iit" growled Anguish with-a |
guizzical grin asx Navone departed un-
der the guldsuce of Count Halfont
himoself, “this knocks we galley west
I'd ke to bhave had a hand In it It
must have been great. How the detll|
do you think that miserable litle llll'
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