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1 eqn’t bedp 1L Yetlve, 1 Enow

oughtn’t to, hut what s there to do
when one can't help 1t? There would
beé an awfol row nt home If T married
Of course he hasn't asked me.
Maybe he won't. In fael, I'm sure he
im & chance.
But if he does ask me I'll fust keep
I've done It before,
You ses, for n long, long
time I faocled he might be a prince,
I've had his word
He's just an ordlpary person,
like — like — well, ke I am, only he|
doesn’t look so ordinary, Isn't he hand- |
some, Yetive? And, dear me, he Is so

If he had asked me to| greeting.
- 5 “l regret to say that I have but this

fl'l;lll!] l::: proffered bim fhe cup from which he

him,
won't. 1 shan't give

putting him off.
you know,

but he {sn't at all,
for it

tmipulsive!

Jump over the balcony rall with hlmi| ) i
last night I believe I would have dope | Instant received a message
it. Wouldn't that have surprised old | highuess commanding me (o se

Beverly gave a m r[ to the castle,” said Quinnox, with a4

The troubles of the morning | Smile.

Marlanx 7
Isugh.
seemed to fade away under the warmth
of her humor. Yetlve sat back and
minrveled at the manner in which this

blithe young Ameriean cast out tha: Ir.

“bloe devils.”

“You must not do anything foolish,
Beverly,” she cautloned, “Your par-
ents would never forgive me If T al-
lowed you to marry or even to fall in
love with any Tom, Dick or Harry
over here. Baldos may be the gallant,
honest gentleman we believe him to
be, but be also may be the worst of ad-
venturers, One can never tell, dear.
I wish now that T had npot humored
you in your plan to bring him to the
eastle. I'm afrald I have done wrong.
You have seen too much of him, and—
oh, well, you will be sensible, won't
you, dear?’ There was real concern in |
the face of the princess. Beverly kissed |
her rapturously,

“Don't worry about me, Yetive, |

, Dodd, Mead & Co.

1 me but you eansof sk e s e
my duty to Gl
gave him for Miss Galbairs sake"—
But ber hand was pointiaz tr tha door,

Ten minutes leter Beverly was hear-
ing evervihing frowm the lips of the
princess, and Marlaux was cursing his
way toward the barricks, vengeance
in his beart. But a awift messenger
from the castle rmuched the guardroom
shend of lim. Caolonel uinnox wWis
reading an offivinl note fram the prin
cess when Marlant stvole anzrily into

| “The devil! What Troolishness Is
this** snarled the Iron Count.
| “Have a care, sir.,” sald Quinnox stiff-
“It Is of the princess yon speak.”
“Bah! T am here to order the man's
| arrest. It is more Important than"—
] “Nevertheleas, sir, he goes to the ras-
tle first. This note says I am to dis-
regard any command you may give
until forther notlce™

Marlanx fell back amazed and stun-
ned. At this juncture Baldos entereld
the room. Quinnox handed him an en-
velope, telling him that It was from
the princess and that be was to repalr
at once to the castle. Baldos glanced
at the handwriting, and his face lit up
proudiy,

“I am ready to go, sir."” he said, pass-
ing the Iron Count with a most discon-

CHAPTER XXIII
ALDOS started off at once for

know how to tuke care of myself. Wor-
ry about your old Gabriel, If you like,
but don't bother your head about me,”
she cried alrfly. “Now let's talk about |
the war. Marlanx won't do auything
natll be hears from me. What'ds the
use worrying?’

Nightfall brought General Marlanx in
from the eamps outside the gates. He

But her hand was pointing to the door.

came direct to the castle and boldly
seut word to Beverly that he must
speak to ber at once, She prowptly an-
swered that shie did not want to see
i and woull not, Without a8 mo-
meat's hesitation he appealed for andi-
ence with the princess, and It was
grauted,

He proceeded, with irate coolness, to
ask bow far she believed berself bound
to protect the person of Baldos, the
guard. He goderstood that she was un-
der certain obligations to Mlss Cal-
houn, and he wanted 10 be perfectly
sure of Lls position before tnking &
step which new seemed lmperative
Baldos was a spy In the employ of
Dawsbergen. He had sufficlent proof
to warrant his arrest and execution;
there were documents and there was
positive knowledge that he had con-
ferred with strungers frotn Ume to
time, even within the walls of the cas
te grotinds. Marlanxs elted Instances
in which Baidos had bwen seen tulking
1o & strange old mau inside the grounds,
aid professed 1w bave proof that he
Lsd gote w0 far an (6 steal away by
night 0 meel men leyond the city
witlls, He was now ready to seize the
guarl, but would not do so untl be
had conferred with lils sovereign

“Miss Culboun tells mie (hat you hsve
made certaln proposals o ber, Count
Mariang” sald Yetlve coldly, her eyes
upon his hawkish face

“l bave msked bér to be my wife,
your highuess.”

“You have threatened ber, Count
Marlany."

“Blie has exposed Lerself to you? I
would not have twid what | saw last
ulght”

“Would It lolerest you to know that
1 saw everything that passed oam the
baleony last ulght? You will allow
me to say, general, that you have be-
baved In & most pulrageous mauner in
approaching my guest with soch fool
proposals. Stop, sir! She bhas told me
everything, and I believe her: 1 be
lieve my own eyes, There Is no need
to discuss the matter furtber. You
have lost the right to be called & man
For the present [ bave ouly to say that
you sbiall be relleved of the command
of my army. The man who makes
war on women s not 0t to sérve one.

certing smile on his face.

the ecastle, his heart singing

In the darkness of the night

he kissed the 'memga which |
bad come to him from “her highness." |
The envelope bad been closed with the |
official seal of Yetlve, princess of
Graustark, and was sacred to the eyes
of any one save the man to whom It |
wis directed. The words it contalned |
were burned deep In bis braln: |

You are ordered to report for duty In
the castle. Come al once. Mer highness |
has sent an official command to Colone |
Quinnox. Count Marlunx has been here
You are not expected to desert until you
have seen me. There Is an underground |
passage somewhere.

Baldos went alone and swiftly. The
note to Colonel Quinnox had been im-
perative. He was (o serve as an Inner
giard untll further orders. Some one,
It was reported, had tried to enter Miss
Calboun’'s room from the outside dur-
Ing the rulustorm of the previous night,
aud a speclal guarl was to be station- |
ed near the door. All of this wns un- |
known to Baldos, but he did not ask
for any explanations,

He was halfway to the custle when
the sharp report of a gun startled
blm. A bullet whizzed close to his ear!
Baldos broke Into a crouching run, but
did not chnnge his course, Ile knew
that the shot was Intended for him and
that Its mission wus to prevent him
from reaching the castle. The attend-
ants at the castle door admitted him,
panting snd exelted, and he was taken
lmmedlately to the enchanted bhoudoir
of the princess, which but few men
were fortunate enough to enter. There
were three women lu the room,

“1 am bere to report, your highness,”
sald he, howing low before the real
princess, with o smile upon his fnshed
fnce.

"You are prompt” suld the prin- |
cess. “What have you to report, sir?”

“That an aitewpt has just been
made 1o kill a wember of the castle
gukrd,” he coolly answered,
“limpossible!™
“I am guite certuln of It, your high-

“1 cannotl say, madime, Possibly 1t
was an  sccidental discharge. One
should nol make sccusations ansup-
ported. If you bave wo lmmediate
need of my serviess, your highnesa, §
Wikl ask you to yraunt me leave of abe
sence for half ao bour. 1 have & Jres
cullar longlug to lovestigate” There
was 8 deterndued glenni In bis eves,

“No, po!™ erlid Beverly. “Don't You
dare to g0 out there agaln. Yoo are
fo wlay right bere ln the castle, sir
We have sonething else for you to do.
It was that swful okl Marlanx wholr
shot 8t you, [He"

*“1 left Genernl Marlanx lu Colomel
(uinnex's qesrters. Miss Calhonn™ 1g-
terposed Baldos griwly. “He could |
get bave fired the shot. For two or
three nights, your highuess, 1| have
been followed and dogged with Lumili-
atlog pernistence Ly two men wearlng |
the uniforms of castle guands. They
do not sleep at the barrscks. May 1
sk what | have done to be sulusitied
to soch restment) There was 4
trace of poorly coucenled lndiguation
in his volce.

“I assure you that this is news to
me.” sald Yetive In amasement,

eonumon thief,” be went on boldly.
“These mon are not your agents: they

m..‘"'wmb are not the agents of Qraustark, llly'

to say that they are |
s by a man who has

an object in diagracing me? Who that |

waen s I

leave to your reyal comjec-

| Luve-tried to

the room.
“Bring this fellow Baldoz to me,
Colonel Quinuox.” he sall, withon

'1mtnmmmhmm

“Marlanx®"
“Yes, your highness. He bears me a
deadly grudge and yet be fears me. 1

Bave bullt a strong chse agninst me.
They are almost ready to close In upon
8| me, aod they will have false evidence
g0 eraftily prepared thut even my tru-
est friends may doubt my loyaity to

and to the cause I serve, Before

say that!”

“Alas, Miss Calboun, It Is troe” pald
he sadly. *“1 am penned up here where
Treason la lald

'nsl]nstm. But, beyond all this, I |

| have permitted my loyalty to mislead
‘my ambition. I bave aspired to some-
 thing 1 can cherish, but never possess,
Better that [ never should bave tasted

of the upoattainable than to bave the |

<cup withdrawn Just as lis sweetness
begins to latoxicnte™
He stood before them, pale with sup-
pressed emotion, The women of Grau-
stark looked Involuntarily at Beverly,
who sat cold and volceless, staring at

the face of the guard. She knew what |

he meant; she kunew that something
was expected of her. A wond from her
and he would understand that he had

¢ Dot tasted of the unattainable. In one

brief moment she saw that she had de-
liberately led him on, that she had en-
cournged him, that she actually had

had begun to sip the bitterness. Pride
and love were waging a conflict In this
hapless southern girl's heart. But she
was silent. She could not say the |
word.

“] think I know what you mean, Bal-
dos,” sald Yetive, seelng that Beverly
would not Intervene, *“We are sorry.
No one trusts to your honor more than
I do. My husband belleves lu you. I |
will confess that yon are to be arrested
a8 & spy tomorrow. Tonlght you are
to serve as a guard {v the eastle. This
should prove to you that | have un-
bounded faith in you, Moreover, I he-
Heve in you to the extent that T shonld
not be afrald to trust you If you were
to go out Into the world with every
secret which we possess, You came
here under a pecullar stress of clr-
enmstances, not wholly of your own
volition. Believe me, T am your
friend.”

“1 shall revere your highness forever
for those words," sald be glmply. His
eyes went hungrily to Beverly's avert-
ed face and then assmmed a careless
gleam which Indicated that he had re-
slgned bimself to the Inevitable,

“l am ecoustrained to ask you one
question, sir,”” weut on the princess.
“You are not the common goat hunter
you assume. WIll you tell me lo con-
fidence who you really are?' The oth-
ers held thelr breath, He hesitated for
h momert.

“Will It suffice If [ say that | am an
unfortunste friend and advocate of
Prince Dantan? 1 have risked every-
thing for his sake, and 1 fear 1 have
lost everything. 1 have falled to be of
gervice to bim, but through no fuult of
mine. Fate has been ugainst me."

“You are Christobal!” erled Dagmar
engerly.

He gave Ler a startled glance, but
offered no denlal. Beverly's face was
a study. If he were Christobal, then |
what of the gnme warden's daughter?

“We shall question you no forther,”
pald Yefive, *“You enlisted to serve
Miss Calhoun. It ls for her fto com- |
mand you while you are here. May
God be with you to the end. Miss Cal-
houn, will you tell him what his du- |
tiea are for tonlght? Come, my dear.”

Yetlve and Dagmar walked slowly
from the room, leaving Beverly and |
her guard nlone, I

“I am nt your service, Miss Calboun,”
he sald easlly, Ilis spparent Indiffer-
ence stung her luto womnanly revolt.

“T was a fool last night,” she sald ab-
ruptly.

“No: I was the fool. 1 have been the
fool from the beginning. You shall not
blame yourself, for I do not blame you.
It has been a sweet comedy, & summer
pastime, Forget what I may have sald
to you last night, forget what my eyes
may have sald for weeks and weeks."”

*1 shall never forget," she said. “Yon
deserve the best in the world. Would |
that [ could glye It to you. You have
braved many dangers for my sake. 1
shall not forget. Do you know that we
were watched last night?”

“Watched? he erled Ineredulously.
“Ob, fool that I am! I might have

ulbie to face this confident champlon
lu petticouts without eatching ber en-
thuslasm, “What bave you done with
—with that rose?” she asked suddenly,
fluslilng and diffident. Her eyes glis-
tened with embarrassment.

“It lles next my beart. I love i, bhe
sald bravely.

“I think I'll command you to return
It to me,” vaguely.

“A commaund 10 be disobeyed. It la |
In exchunge for my feather,” he smiled |
confidently.

“Well, of course, If you are golug to
be mean about—- Now, let me see,” she
suld confusedly, “what are your dutics
for tonlght? You are to stand gunrd
in the corridor. Onee n awhlle you will |
g0 oul upots the balcony amd take a |
look. You see, 1 nm afrald of some |
cve. Oh, Balklos, what's the use of my
trifing ke this? You are to escipe
from Edelwelss tonlght That fs the
whole plan—the whole Idea tn & nut-
shell. Don't look likke thet, Don't you
wanl 1o go?" Now she was trembling
with excltement.

“l do not want to leave you" l\e’
crled eagerly. “It would be eunﬂ!b'.}
!

Don't yon see, Beverly? Yoo weuld be
lmplicated; you woull be

Why did you not et me kil bim? No:
I will not go! Nelther noticsd

know full well that he and hils ageots

CANADIAN DOCTOR TELLS HOW THEY
BENEFIT ROADS.

Have a Gremtor Bearing aad De Not
Cut into Them—He Favors Tires
Four Inches Wide—Haow They De-

stroy Ruts,

A vast amount of the present wear
and tear of snd injury to roads could
readlly be avolded by using wide In.
stewd of narrow tires on heavily load-
'ed wagons, says Dr, J. O. Reume of

Toronuto, Canndae, o the Motor News.
| Narrow wagon tires are the great de-
stroyers of good roads. The lujury
done by these Incresses as the wagon
gets older and the wheel - wabbiles
loosely on the axle. A narrow tire on
an old and beavily loaded wngon can

for o new wWagon.

Wide tires, oun the other band, are a :
benefit rather than an injury to thnj

road. They bhave a greater benring |
and do not eut Into the rowd. Instead |
of two fnches of road surface support-
Ing the load, wagon and all, by duu-_
bling the width of tire the Joad Is dls-
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tributed over twice the amount of road
surface, In making wagous considera-
tion should be glven not merely to the
strenzth of the wagon and s wheels,
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A WIDE TILE ROAD IN KANSAS,

but also to the strength of the roads to
be traveled and the kind of wagon they
have strength to support,

Tests have been made from thme to
time of the effect of wide tires not
merely on the roads, but also on the
pull required to move the loads. Awmong
these tests have been those made by
the Britlsh Assoclution For the Ad.
vancement of Scleuce ln 1902, by the
experimental station of Missourl unl
versity of 1807 and more recently by
the United States war departmcent.
cases huave been
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it will enable you
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practically the same:
First.—With regard to the roads It Is ——
found that wide tires leave a ropd In
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most desires—a perfect complexion.
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Second.—As to tractive effect, the
only practical disadvantnge of wide
tires arlses where the roud 18 so soft
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While the majority of wagzons con-
tinune to have narrow tires, the few
bhaving wide tires are heavier to draw
on very muddy and sticky clay roads,
but ou the great majority of roads, the
average country roads, the advantage
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tires come In coutact with more loose
stones than do those with a narrow
fread, The greater resistunce offered
ln this way Is more than counterbal-
anced, howeveér, by the loose stopes
dropping into the narrow ruts,

In the one case the wheel goes to
the stone: In the other the stone gets
In front of the wheel. The irregular
bottom of the ruts and the stones In
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the narrow ruts keep up a constant vi-
bration of the wagon, which trsnsmits
A swinging motion to the tougue, gull-
Ing and annoying the horsea and de
structive to eoaveyanoces,

A provigelal law coming into effoct
after a term of yenrs requiring o stut-
ed width of tire for cortain sizes of
wagon sxles would not create hard-
ship, might Le sccompanied by a re-
bate of taxes or a small bounty and
wounld result In a benefit to the roads,
decreasing the cost of maintennnes
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carry all the leading brands of Canned
Goorls, Coffecs, Teas and Spices,

a good supply of fresh vegetahles and froit in

SIMONTON & SCOTT, Dallas, Ore.

OSFIELD OLD STAND

For Bale by Druggists.
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Crockery and Queen's Ware.,
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or nauseate.
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Legal blanks as this offies,

The new Laxative
that does not gripe

Ploﬁani fo take,
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Laxative Fruit Syrup  cueonic cons

For 8ale by M. THOMPSON, Falls City.
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