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look have mnever looked upon your
face."”

“I'm not surprised at that. The pro-
portlon I3 much smaller than 1 lmag-
ined. I have not visiied Ganlook,
gtrange ds It may seem to you."

“One of my company fell In with
gomeé of your guards from the Ganlook
garrison day before yesterday. He
learded that you were to reach that
city within forty-elght hours. A large
detachment of men has been sent to
meet you at Labbot."

“0Oh, Indeed,” sald Beverly,
much interested.

“They must have been misinformed
as to your route or else your Russian
escort decided to take you through by
the lower and more hazardous way.
It was our luck that you came by the
wrong road, Otherwise we should not
have met each other, and the lion,” he
gald, smiling reflectively,

very

“Where Is Labbot?’ asked she, In-
tent upon the one subject uppermost in
ber mind.

“In the mountains many leagues |
porth of this puss, Had you taken that
route instead of this you would by this
time have left Labbot for the town of
Erros, & balf day's journey from Gan-

know 80 much more about my npelgh-
bors than 1,* she sald,
“] lived in Dawsbergen for a little

while and was ever interested in the |

dolugs of royalty. That s a poor wan's
privilege, you know."

“Prince Gabriel must be a terrible
man,” crled Beverly, her heart swelling
with tender thoughts of the exiled Dan-
tan and his little sister.

“You have cause to koow,” sald he
shortly, and she was perplexed until
she recalled the stories of Gabriel's
misdemeanors at the court of Edel
welss.

“Is Prince Dantun a8 handsome as
they say he Is?" she asked.

“It Is entirely n matter of opinion"
he replied. “I for one do not conslder
him at all prepossessing.”

The day went on, fatiguing, distress-
Ing In Its length and {ts bappenings.
Progress was necessarlly slow, the
perils of the road I[ncreasing as the
little cavalcade wound deeper aund
deeper Into the wilderness. There were
times when the coach fairly crawled
nlopg the edge of a precipice, a pro-
ceading so hasardous that Beverly
ghuddered as If In a chill, Aunt Fanny
slept serenely wmost of the time, and
Baldos took to dreaming with his eyes

misfortune eame that Beverly obserye
el the fushed condition of his Mee
[ivoluntarily aml with the campassion
of n true womun, she toucliod bis hand
and brow. They were burning Liot.
The wounded man was ina Ligh fever,
He langhed at ber fears and scoffed at
the prospect of Lloml polsoning and the
hundred other possibilities that stg-
gested to Her anxlous
birnin,

“We are cloke to Ganlook,” he sald,
with the sétting of the gun, “Soon you
‘ may be relleved of your Uresome,
cheerless company, your highness.”

“You are going to n physician,” she
snld resolutely, alive fmd active once
more, now that the worst purt of the
Journey was coming to s ewd, “Tell
that mun to drive ln a gillop nll the

rest of the way."”
CHAPTER VIIL

B ad the outskirts of n habitabla

cominunity. These were the

Lowes of shepherds, hunters and oth-

ers whose vocutions reluted especinl-

ly to the mountilng, Farther on there

themselves

the queer Hitle huts that mork-

Y this time they were passing |

the odds either way? Aunt Fanny,
Dot vou know that

you he carefnl?
jose bags hurts I

the least movement of t!
him "
“Please do not mind me, your high-

pogs. 1 am doing very well” he sald,

amiling

The coneh bronght up In front of n
rondslde Inn.  While somne of the men
were watering the horses others gath:
eredd nbout its open window. A con-

less and kpow not what to do!

Reverly Colhoull sat very stradght and
sllent beside the misgulded Baldos,
After all, It was not within het power
to protect him. She wos not the prin.
cess, nnd ghe had absolutely no Influ-
ence in Ganlook, The authorities there
conld not be deceivedd as had been these
jgnornut men of the hills, If she lod
him tuto the elty 1t was decidedly prob.
gble that she might be tuking hilm to
Lis desith, She could only poetition, not
commanid, Onee at Yetive's glde she
was confident she conld save the man
who hud done so much “for ber, but
Gianlook wis many miles from el
wolss, and there wis no nssurines thit
tntervention could be obtiined In time,
On the other huod, If he went back to the
lLills he was likely to die of the polson-
ots Tever. Beverly 'was In n most un-
happy state of mind. I she confessed
to bim that she was nolt the princess
be would refuse to enter the gites of
Ganlook, and be perfectly Justifiedl ln
dolng so.

“But if 1 should full?" she nsked at
lagt, n shiver rushing over her and
lenving her cold with dread,

“You are the only hope, your high-
ness,  You had better say fatewell to

He Kissed o _
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patisfied with themselyves at least."

“But no braver, no truer than my
goldiers of fortune,” she sald earnestly,
“By the way, are you informed as to
the state of affairs In Duwsbergen?

“Searcely as well as your highness
must be,” he replled.

“The young prince— what's hls
name 7" she paused, looking to him for
the name.

“Dantan 7"

“Yes, that's 1t. What has become of
him? I am terrlbly interested In him.”

‘“He la a fugitive, they say.”

“They haven't eaptured him, then?
Good! I am so glad!”

Baldosa exhibited little or no interest
in the fresh tople.

“It Is strange you should have for-

gotten his name” he sald wenrlly.
“0Oh, 1 do 8o many ridiculous things!" !
complained Beverly. remembering who

and If there were robbers In the hills
they thought better than to attack the
valorous looklng party. It dawned
upon her finally that the Axphainians

were guarding the upper route and not |
the one over which she was traveling. |

Yetive doubtless was approaching Gan-
look over the northern pass, provided
the epemy had not been escountered
before Labbot wus reached. Beverly
soon found herself rfearing for the
safety of the princess, a fear which at
lnst became almost unendurable.
Near pightfall they came upon three
Graustark shepherds and learned that
Ganlook conld not be reached before
the next afternoon. The tired, bhungry
travelers spent the night In n soug
little valley through which s rivalet
pounded ounward to the river below.
The supper was a scant one, the fora
gers Laving voor luck Iu the hunt for

tile valley: the romd was smooth and
level, o condition which afforded relief
to the travelers. Huvoune bhid onee
more dressed the wonuds inticted by

anything to subduoe the fever. Bildos
wis undeniably 1L Beverly, between
her exclamations of joy and reller at
being In slght of Ganlook, was profuse
In her expressions of coucern for the
bero of the Hawk and Raven, The

the paln that marked his faee tonched
her deeply. Suffering softened his ledn,
gun browned features, obliterating the

go unfivorably at the outset. She wis
gaying to herself thut be was hand
gome after o wost uyosngl cast; It was
an unforgettable fnce,

“Your hlehness,” he sald earneatly,

rock lined gorge brondened uto a fer- |

the lon, but he was unable to provide |

feverish: gleam In his dirk eyes and |

mocking lines that hwd Tmpressged hier !

—

wAunt Fanny, will you be careful "
versation In a tongue utterly Incompre-
Lensible to Beverly took place between
Baldos nud his followers. The latter
seomedl to be disturbed about some:
thing, #nd there was uo wmistaking the
solicitous afr with which they regard-

ed thelr leader, The pseudo princess
wis patient as long as possible and
then broke luto the discussion.

“What do they want?' she demapd-
ed o Eoglish,

“Ihey ure usking for Instructlons,”
Lie nnswerad,

“Inpstruct them to do as 1 bId," sghe

sild, “Tell them to hurry along and

ean go no farther. The soldiers must
Le near, your highness. 1t means cap-
ture if we go on, 1 eannol expose my
friends to the dangers. Let me be put
down here snd do you deive on to
gufety, 1 shall fare much better than
you think, for I nm young and strong
and"—

“No! I'll risk it!" she crled. “You
mugt go into the elty. Tell them so,
and say that T will protect you with my
own lfe and honor"

Fever wmade him submissive. Her
eyes gave hilm confidence,  Her volee

| soothed bis fears, IF be possessed them,

‘Leanlng from the window he called
his wen together. Beverly looked on
In wonder as these strange men bade
furewell to thelr lender, Many of them
were weeplng, nnd wost of them Kissed
his haud, There were broken sens

She felt that he way
muttered lttle to hee,

1 0s o DIt odd, len'UIEY des

“Worse than that, your blgha

“1 shall speak to [Jun !
ghe suld serenely, and be Lok

new  surprise,
svanvdlpury princess,
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-
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$4.00 Salad Sets, 1 bowl and
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$6.00 fancy Parlor Lamps, 3 {
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6 for 95¢

orated inpink - -
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on White Metal Y
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to $1.00, value for

£
s
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