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Trust is key

By Emily Mentzer
The Itemizer-Observer

RICKREALL — Rose started out a stray
cat, heading toward being euthanized, when
she found Tiffany Clark’s family.

“She kind of adopted our family,” said
Clark, 17. “So now she’s my cat, and she’s re-
ally fun to have around.”

Clark, an experienced showman when it
comes to dairy goats, market lambs, rabbits
and poultry, was talked into showing Rose at
the Polk County Fair’s cat show. She got re-
serve champion for her mink coon kitty,
Rose.

Not bad for a stray, and Clark’s first time
showing cats.

Monica Szczepanski, 17, won grand
champion showing her cat, Snickers.

“Having a good connection with your cat
is first of all,” she said. “I got my cat when
she was about 7 weeks old, and she’s been
my favorite cat ever since. She’s one of the
sweetest cats I've ever had. She’s always
wanting love, no matter what. She’s never
been mean at all.”

Getting the cat to trust you is also impor-
tant, Szczepanski said.

“She has a good connection with me,” she
said.

This was also Szczepanski’'s first year
showing cats, but her older siblings had
shown cats for years, so helped her with tips.

Molly Burger, 14, won intermediate
champion with her cat, Hobbs.

in cat show

She agrees that trust is No. 1 in showing
cats.

“He has to be in really good health,” she
added. “He has to be groomed, free of para-
sites. You have to make sure your cat isn’t
too creeped out or he could injure himself —
or you.”

Burger has no problems manhandling
Hobbs.

“He’s very relaxed,” she said. “I can do al-
most anything with him. He’s very lovey and
really playful.”

Clark noted that the cat’s temperament
matters when it comes to showing felines.

“With (Rose), she’s not around other cats,
so being around the other cats on the show
table was a little nervous for her, so she was
hissing, but she kept herself really collected
under the pressure,” Clark said. “Her har-
ness, she doesn’t like either, so she was try-
ing to step out of it.”

The relationship Clark has built with Rose
enabled Clark to help calm the kitty, she
said.

“If your animal gets too stressed, if you
hold them, your heartbeat against them will
calm them,” Clark said. “When (Rose) starts
purring, that’s how I know she’s relaxed.”

Purring isn’t always a sign of a relaxed cat.

Virginia Anderson, 12, struggled to get her
black and white tuxedo cat, Druzy, to be-
have on the show table.

“She purrs and meows at the same time,”
Anderson said, holding Druzy close between
competitions.
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Monica Szczepanski presents her cat, Snickers, to the judge on Thursday morning at
the Polk County Fair. Snickers and Monica won grand champion.
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Brylie Emigh, 8 months, sits atop her dad, Matt Emigh, before the Polk County
Fair's Beautiful Baby Contest on Saturday morning.

Beautiful baby runs in family

By Jolene Guzman
The Itemizer-Observer

RICKREALL — Brylie
Emigh is only 8 months old,
but is already carrying on a
family tradition.

Brylie has bright blue
eyes, an infectious smile
and is dressed in overalls, a
flowery head band — and
has a fascination with her
father’s sunglasses.

Waiting patiently in the
arms of her dad, Matt
Emigh, of Dallas, she’s
about to go in front of the
judges in the Beautiful Baby
Contest at the Polk County
Fair Saturday.

While called the Beauti-
ful Baby Contest, the
judges aren’t actually look-
ing for the prettiest child,
but the top three in a host
of categories, like “Bluest
Eyes,” and “Best Dressed.”

Not that he remembers,
but Matt had been in the
same place as his daughter
back in 1990. He was only

10 months old at the time,
so he doesn’t know much
about the contest, but he
did win in a category.

“l don’t remember
which,” he said. “I just have
a picture.”

Matt and his wife, Lind-
say, thought it would be fun
to see if Brylie could follow
in her father’s footsteps.

“I was excited,” Lindsay
said. “He wanted her to win
so I could brag about both
of them.”

Lindsay, who also grew
up in Dallas, said she would
come to the contest with her

family every year. She said
the category she thought
Brylie was most likely to
place was “Most Looks Like
Dad” or maybe “Best
Smile.” Seeing the resem-
blance between dad and
daughter, you understand
where she gets her opinion
on the former.

So did the judges, an-
nouncing Brylie as one of
the top three in that catego-

Daddy was all smiles
walking up with Brylie to get
her ribbon to add to the
family’s collection
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Boy Scout Troop 288
Brixius Jewelers
C & C Equipment
Center Market
Citizens Bank
City of Dallas
Courtyard Coffee House
Dairy Queen
Dallas Animal Clinic
Dallas Aquatic Center
Dallas Auto Parts
Dallas Chamber of Commerce
Dallas City Cleaners
Dallas Golf Club
Dallas Trophy
Domino’s Pizza
Emurgent Care
Figaro's Pizza
First American Title
Focal Point Photography

Dallas Lion’s Club
applauds those who helped

make the 9th Annual Duck Race

a splashing success!

Forbes Plumbing Pressed
Four Seasons Styling Rickreall Farm Supply
Ginnie's Dallas Antique Mall Riverside Inn
Grandma's Attic Ron Foggin
Heartstrings Florist Rugged Wear
Hong Kong Restaurant Sassy's Kegs & Eggs
Just Stuff Shetterly, Irick and Ozias
L&L Equipment, Inc Squirrel's Taxi
Limeberry Starbucks
Main Autobody & Paint Starlite Lanes
MAK Grills The Car Shop

McDonald's Restaurant of Dallas
Miramar Mexican Restaurant
Motor Sports Track Racing
Murphy's Grill
North Dallas Grill
Northwest Music Studio
Oregon State Credit Union
OSU Credit Union
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Postal Connections

Your support helps to provide vision screenings for children (1297 students screened
last school year); eyeglasses and hearing aids for those who struggle to see or hear;
health screenings in partnership with Polk County Free Clinic; Books for Bikes; Flags for
First Graders; a Scholarship for a graduating high school senior who exemplifies
service, and; many other community service activities.

Again, THANK YOU!

Winning Duck Race ticket numbers will be posted on our website August 16th!
www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/dallasor

The Shaggy Dog, Inc.
Thrivent Financial
Tim's Automotive

Tony's Place
Ugo's Pizza
Van Well Building Supply
WalMart
West Valley Detailing
Willamette Acupuncture
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