
MONMOUTH — A steady
drizzle Thursday morning
didn’t stop students and staff
at Western Oregon Universi-
ty from participating in the
biggest earthquake drill in
the nation. 

At 10:20 a.m., the entire
campus was alerted of the
beginning of the drill — the
Great Shakeout — and prac-
ticed the “drop, cover, and
hold” protocol recommend-
ed to keep people safe dur-
ing an earthquake. 

Then they evacuated
campus buildings and head-
ed to designated spot on the
campus. Many of the resi-
dent hall residents headed
toward the parking lot by the
soccer fields as rain fell. 

This was the first year
Western participated in
evacuation drills during the
Great Shakeout. Shelly Clark,
who is with WOU University
Housing, said in the past,
the campus practiced “drop,
cover and hold.” 

“This was an all-campus
drill. It went very well,” Clark
said. “We had all of our
buildings evacuate as much

as possible.” 
She said once outside, res-

ident directors in each
building or designed drill
leaders reviewed with stu-
dents what they are sup-
posed to do in an emer-
gency, and took counts of
how many evacuated from
each hall. 

“I’m really glad that our
residents chose to still come
out and participate,” Clark
said. 

State officials say the an-
nual Great Shakeout is a crit-

ical reminder of what to do
during an earthquake. 

“It’s important to practice
‘drop, cover and hold on’
often so that you can re-
spond quickly when an
earthquake occurs,” said
Althea Rizzo, geologic haz-
ards program coordinator
for Oregon’s Office of Emer-
gency Management. “You
may only have seconds to
protect yourself before
strong shaking knocks you
down or something falls on
you.”
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NEWS DEADLINES

For inclusion in the
Wednesday edition of the
Itemizer-Observer:
Social news (weddings,

engagements,  anniver-
saries, births, milestones) —
5 p.m. on Thursday.
Community events —

noon on Friday for both the
Community notebook and
Community Calendar.
Letters to the editor —

10 a.m. on Monday.
Obituaries — 4 p.m. on

Monday.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES

Retail display ads — 3
p.m. Friday.
Classified display ads

— 11 a.m. on Monday. 
Classified line ads —

noon on Monday. Classified
ads are updated daily on
www.polkio.com.
Public notices — noon

on Friday.

WEATHER

CORRECTIONS

The Polk County Itemizer-
Observer is committed to pub-
lishing accurate news, feature
and sports reports. If you see
anything that requires a cor-
rection or clarification, call the
newsroom at 503-623-2373 or
s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o
ementzer@polkio.com.

DEADLINES

WEBSITE
The Polk County Itemizer-

O b s e r v e r w e b s i t e ,
www.polkio.com, is updat-
ed each week by Wednes-
day afternoon. There, you
will find nearly every story
that appears in the print
version of the newspaper,
as well as some items, in-
cluding additional photos,
that do not appear in print
due to space limitations.

The Itemizer-Observer is
also on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram. Watch for
breaking news, links to sto-
ries, sports scores updates
and more.

RECORDED HIGH     LOW RAIN

Oct. 18............... 60        47 .18
Oct. 19............... 56        39 .21
Oct. 20............... 62        55 .27
Oct. 21............... 65        50 .01
Oct. 22............... 61        43 .10
Oct. 23............... 63        51 .05
Oct. 24............... 56        47 .14

Rainfall during Oct. — 9.35 in. 

Rain through Oct. 24 — 33.05 in.

Joseph

Furniture Upholstery
All types: for homes, offices, equip-
ment. Also, repairs, RV cushions,
slipcovers, High Quality since 1966

Winters Sewing
503-838-4999 or 503-375-9266
440 E. St • Independence, OR 97351

Serving Polk County 16yrs

Stephen

www.winterssewing.com

Emmy

JOLene GUzMAn/ Itemizer-Observer

Western Oregon University employees walk to a designated gathering area during the
Great Shakeout on Thursday, part of a nationwide earthquake preparedness drill.

SHAKEOUT
Western students, staff practice earthquake drill

By Jolene Guzman
The Itemizer-Observer Did you know? 

Here are the “drop, cover and hold” steps to follow: 
o DROP — Get on ground since the shaking will make it

difficult to walk and keep moving objects from hitting and
hurting you. 
o COVER — Get under cover of a sturdy table or desk

and use one arm to cover your head to keep falling materi-
als from hitting you. 
o HOLD ON — to a table leg to keep the cover object

from moving away from you and to steady yourself. 

Don’t forget to keep building that emergency kit:
polkio.com.

DALLAS — The state is
developing a new way of
forecasting population
changes in cities and coun-
ties that is hoped will pro-
vide jurisdictions with a
more accurate projection. 

Population estimates
play into city-level planning
and land-use decisions and
division of state and federal
funding among cities. 

Jason Locke said, in the
past, that has resulted in
squabbles over estimates,
especially given that some
cities “lost” population
after the 2010 Census. Ju-
risdictions could appeal
estimates to the Land Use
Board of Appeals, but that
could take years, he said. 

“There are oftentimes
that we would get into this
debate with the state about
population,” Locke said.
“The state has taken some
steps to try to take the tug-
of-war out of that.” 

Two legislative sessions
ago, lawmakers decided to
make Portland State Uni-
versity’s Population Re-
search Center the state’s
hub for forecasting.  

The new model uses
data-based population
forecasting with input
from cities, including local
observations about popu-
lation change, planned
housing developments
and future employers. 

Locke said the city is ex-
pecting its new forecast
soon. It will project popula-
tion on a 50-year horizon in
five-year intervals.  

“That will allow us to
start some population-
based planning issues we
have in the city’s compre-
hensive plan,” Locke said.
“That population number
in the 20- or 30-year hori-
zon influences things like
land supply, housing types,
commercial activities,
transportation … so it’s a
pretty important number
to have.” 

Payments to be set for park payoff
Itemizer-Observer staff report

FALLS CITY — After receiving a grant for the Oregon De-
partment of Parks Recreation to purchase the north side of the
falls on the Little Luckiamute River, the city will still owe about
$80,000 on the loan. 

The city and Falls City Alliance, which are paying the loan, are
meeting with Polk Community Development Corporation to es-
tablish a new payoff agreement, according to Mayor Terry Un-
gricht’s mayor’s report given to the Falls City City Council at its
Oct. 12 meeting. With the $80,000 estimate, the city’s payment at
1 percent interest should be $2,400 per year for the next 40 years. 

In other business, the council will meet with the Falls City
School District Board about options for Wagner Community Li-
brary funding on Dec. 8.

State to improve local

population forecasts
By Jolene Guzman
The Itemizer-Observer
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Matinees are all shows

before 6pm. New pricing for 

matinees are: Adult $7.25

Children $6.75 • Senior $7.00

Pricing does not reflect

3D showings.

Friday - Sunday • October 28 - 30

MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR
PECULIAR CHILDREN (Digital) (PG13)     (1:25 4:15)

DEEPWATER HORIZON (Digital) (PG13) 7:10 9:40*
KEEPING UP WITH 
THE JONESES (Digital) (PG13) (11:50 2:20 4:50) 7:20 9:50*

OUIJA: ORIGIN OF EVIL (Digital) (PG13) (12:00 2:35 5:00) 7:25 9:50*
JACK REACHER: 
NEVER GO BACK (Digital) (PG13) (1:20 4:05) 6:55 9:45*

INFERNO (Digital) (PG13) (1:35 4:20) 7:05 9:55*
GIRL ON THE TRAIN (Digital) (R) (11:40 2:15 4:55) 7:30 10:00*
STORKS (Digital) (PG) (11:50 2:05 4:20)
MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (Digital) (PG13) 6:35 9:35*
THE ACCOUNTANT (Digital) (R) (1:20 4:10) 7:00 9:40*

Monday - Wednesday Oct 31 - Nov 2
MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR
PECULIAR CHILDREN (Digital) (PG13)     (4:15)

DEEPWATER HORIZON (Digital) (PG13) 7:10
KEEPING UP WITH 
THE JONESES (Digital) (PG13) (2:20 4:50) 7:20

OUIJA: ORIGIN OF EVIL (Digital) (PG13) (2:35 5:00) 7:25
JACK REACHER: 
NEVER GO BACK (Digital) (PG13) (4:05) 6:55

INFERNO (Digital) (PG13) (4:20) 7:05
GIRL ON THE TRAIN (Digital) (R) (2:15 4:55) 7:30
STORKS (Digital) (PG) (2:05 4:20)
MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (Digital) (PG13) 6:35
THE ACCOUNTANT (Digital) (R) (4:10) 7:00

Thursday • Nov 3
JACK REACHER: 
NEVER GO BACK (Digital) (PG13) (4:05) 6:55 9:45

KEEPING UP WITH 
THE JONESES (Digital) (PG13) (2:20 4:50) 7:20 9:50

OUIJA: ORIGIN OF EVIL (Digital) (PG13) (2:35 5:00) 7:25 9:50
TROLLS (Digital) (PG) (5:00)
DOCTOR STRANGE (Digital) (PG13) 7:00 9:45
INFERNO (Digital) (PG13) (4:20) 7:05 9:55
GIRL ON THE TRAIN (Digital) (R) (2:15 4:55) 7:30 10:00
STORKS (Digital) (PG) (2:05 4:20)
MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (Digital) (PG13) 6:35 9:35
THE ACCOUNTANT (Digital) (R) (4:10) 7:00 9:40

*Not Showing Sunday, Oct. 30th

Recycle.


