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NEWS DEADLINES

For inclusion in the
Wednesday edition of the
Itemizer-Observer:

Social news (weddings,
engagements,  anniver-
saries, births, milestones) —
5 p.m. on Thursday.

Community events —
Noon on Friday for both the
Community Notebook and
Community Calendar.

Letters to the editor —
10 a.m. on Monday.

Obituaries — 4 p.m. on
Monday.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES

Retail display ads — 3
p.m. Friday.

Classified display ads
— 11 a.m. on Monday. 

Classified line ads —
Noon on Monday. Classified
ads are updated daily on
www.polkio.com.

Public notices — Noon
on Friday.

WEATHER

CORRECTIONS

The Polk County Itemizer-
Observer is committed to pub-
lishing accurate news, feature
and sports reports. If you see
anything that requires a cor-
rection or clarification, call the
newsroom at 503-623-2373 or
s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o
ementzer@polkio.com.

DEADLINES

WEBSITE
The Polk County Itemizer-

O b s e r v e r w e b s i t e ,
www.polkio.com, is updat-
ed each week. There, you
will find nearly every story
that appears in the print
version of the newspaper,
as well as some items that
do not appear in print due
to space limitations.

The Itemizer-Observer is
also on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram. 

RECORDED HIGH     LOW RAIN

Aug. 16............. 88        58 .00
Aug. 17............. 86        52 .00
Aug. 18 ........... 102      57 .00
Aug. 19 ........... 104      61 .00
Aug. 20 ........... 101      60 .00
Aug. 21............. 86        53 .00
Aug. 22............. 78        52 .00

Rainfall during Aug. — 0.24 in. 

Rain through Aug. 22 — 21.99 in.

DALLAS — The city was
hoping it would hold out for
another year, but the old
bridge on Monmouth Cutoff
Road in Dallas had other
plans. 

Last week a crew from
Polk County Public Works re-
placed the aging bridge after
a thorough inspection re-
vealed the span’s condition
was worse than originally
thought. 

“There’s no way it was
going to pass another
bridge inspection, and we
didn’t want to take the risk
of having the state (require
a weight limit),” said City
Manager Ron Foggin at the
Dallas City Council meet-
ing on Aug. 15. 

The council approved a
$100,000 supplemental
budget transfer from the
city’s contingency fund to
pay for the work, which
had already begun at that
point. 

Foggin said the city was
aware of issues with the
bridge since an inspection
last year, but had planned to
have the work done during
the 2017-18 fiscal year. 

Another solution was to
place a weight limit on the
bridge, but that would have
restricted truck traffic on a
road that is a major trans-
portation route. 

He said the bridge’s poor
condition was due to age,
not any other kind of dam-
age. 

“It’s just old. It had over-
lay, over overlay, over over-
lay, so more weight’s been
added through the years,”
Foggin said. 

The job is estimated to
cost between $85,000 to
$100,000, but the city hopes
actual costs comes in lower,
Foggin said. 

Jason Locke said the esti-
mate just includes Polk

County’s work, not that of
the city’s public works crew
assisting. 

“We are paying Polk
County for their expertise
and materials because they
have one of the best bridge
repair crews on the West
Coast,” he said. “They do an
excellent job with bridges.”

Br idge  rep lacement ,
which closed the road, was
scheduled to be finished by
Friday (Aug. 19). The stretch
was then repaved, closing
down one lane at a time. 
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Public works replaces aging bridge
City council approved $100,000 supplemental budget transfer
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Work on replacing the bridge was scheduled to be finished on Friday. Crews then repaved the stretch of road. 
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A Polk County public works crew continues replacing the bridge on Monmouth Cutoff
Road. An inspection found the bridge to be in worse condition than originally thought. 

Bridge work
• Polk County Public

Works replaced the bridge
on Monmouth Cutoff Road
in Dallas. 

• The work was sched-
uled to be finished on Fri-
day (Aug. 19) and the
stretch of road was then
repaved. 

Basic Install is $1,950

Oregon State Tax Credits offer between $1000 to $1500 per outdoor unit.
Salem Electric Residents qualify for a $1500 cash incentive per ourdoor unit.

For additional products & services visit us 
at: www.abbstoves.com


