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STAT SHEET

The number of
state qualifiers
Dallas’
wrestling team

had during the 2014-15
season. 
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WEDNESDAY, DEC. 2
Boys basketball: North

Eugene at Central, 7 p.m.
Dallas at McKay, 6:45 p.m.
McKenzie at Falls City, 7
p.m. Perrydale at Willamina,
7:30 p.m. 

G i r l s  b a s k e t b a l l :
Churchill at Dallas, 7 p.m.
McKenzie at Falls City, 5:30
p.m. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 3
Swimming: Central at

Silverton, 4 p.m. 
Women’s basketball:

Western Oregon at Seattle
Paciic, 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 4
Boys basketball: Cen-

tral at Hood River Valley, 7
p.m. McMinnville at Dallas,
7 p.m. Mohawk at Falls City,
7 p.m. Dufur at Perrydale, 7
p.m.

Girls basketball: Cen-
tennial at Central, 7 p.m.
Mohawk at Falls City, 5:30
p.m. Dufur at Perrydale,
5:30 p.m.

Swimming: Central at
Relay Meet, Corvallis, 4 p.m. 

Wrestling: Central at
Tillamook Tournament,
2:30 p.m. Dallas at McNary
Tournament, 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 5
Men’s basketball: Mon-

tana State Billings at West-
ern Oregon, 7 p.m.

Women’s basketball:
Western Oregon at Saint
Martin’s, 7 p.m.

Wrestling: Dallas at
Perry Burlison Classic at
Cascade High School, 9
a.m. 

MONDAY, DEC. 7
Boys basketball: South-

west Christian at Perrydale,
7 p.m.

Girls basketball: South-
west Christian at Perrydale,
5:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, DEC. 8
Boys basketball: Cen-

tral at Cascade, 7 p.m. Falls
City at Willamette Valley
Christian, 7 p.m. Perrydale
at Jewell, 7 p.m. 

Girls basketball: Cen-
tral at Cascade, 5:30 p.m.
Falls City at Willamette Val-
ley Christian, 5:30 p.m. Per-
rydale at Jewell, 5:30 p.m.

Swimming: Central at
Lebanon, 4 p.m. South Al-
bany at Dallas, 4 p.m. 

—
Schedules Subject to Change

Two sign letters

of intent to WOU
MONMOUTH — Kory

Oleson, of Jesuit High
S c h o o l ,  a n d  M e l a n i e
Schakohl of Inglemoor
High in Kenmore, Wash.,
signed national letters of
intent to play for Western
Oregon’s women’s basket-
ball team in 2016. 

O l e s o n  i s  a  6 - fo o t
guard/forward and aver-
aged 14 points and 5 re-
bounds per game during
the 2014-15 season. 

Schakohl is a 5-foot-11
forward who averaged 1.6
points and 2.1 rebounds
per game during the 2014-
15 campaign. 

"We are extremely ex-
cited to welcome both
Kory and Melanie to our
team. They are a great fit
for us and will help us im-
prove our competitive-
ness right away," WOU
coach Holli Howard-Car-
penter said. 

Tress dives into coaching
First-year coach originally applied to be an assistant coach

CENTRAL SWIMMING

INDEPENDENCE — Jen-
nifer Tress didn’t set out to
become Central’s head swim
coach. 

A  l i fe long swimmer,
Tress, who is in her first
year teaching at Central

H i g h
S c h o o l ,
i m m e d i -
ately  ex-
p r e s s e d
interest in
becoming
i n v o l v e d
w i t h  t h e
swim team
— just not

as the head coach. 
“I swam in high school

and I taught swim lessons
while I was in college,” Tress
said. “This seemed like it
would be a great opportuni-
ty, but I had no formal
coaching experience. I
emailed Shane Hedrick in
early September and said
this is my experience. I know
you’re looking for a head
coach, but if you need an as-
sistant, please pass on my
name, I’d love to be involved
that way.” 

More  than a  month
passed when Tress found

out Central was still in need
of a head coach. Hedrick of-
fered her the position while
she was on vacation. 

“It wasn’t what I was ex-

pecting,” Tress said. “I filled
out a resume, talked to my
husband about the time
commitment and what it
would mean for the season.

I thought about it a lot. I
didn’t have any coaching ex-
perience, but I do have the
technique and I taught swim
lessons. I finally thought,

why not? I might be the only
person to do it and all
coaches have to start some-
where.” 

See TRESS, Page 11A
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Jennifer Tress became head coach of Central’s swim team after first expressing interest in being an assistant.

By Lukas Eggen
The Itemizer-Observer

Tress

DALLAS — Coaching for some
may be a hobby, or a way to be-
come more involved in the com-
munity. As Dallas’ wrestling
coach, Tony Olliff’s job leading the
Dragons has never been just a
passing interest.  

“It’s fun,” Olliff said. “I love
teaching science, but it’s through
wrestling that people 15 to 20
years later look you up. That’s spe-
cial.” 

—
The Olliff name has become an

institution at Dallas. Olliff, a 1987
Dallas High graduate, wrestled for
the Dragons. His father, Paul,
coached the wrestling squad from
1979-1992. Tony became an assis-
tant wrestling coach under Steve

Lander in 1995 before moving to
Bend in 1997. 

He returned to Dallas in 2002 to
teach science and become head
wrestling coach. 

Since then, he’s shaped the
Dragons into perennial state con-
tenders. The team has won six-
straight Mid-Willamette Confer-
ence district wrestling titles and
has produced numerous state
qualifiers. 

For all the success on the mat,
it’s the life lessons his wrestlers
learn that Olliff counts as his
greatest accomplishments. 

See OLLIFF, Page 11A

Olliff finds his calling in wrestling 
DALLAS WRESTLING

By Lukas Eggen
The Itemizer-Observer
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Dallas wrestling coach Tony Olliff gives
his athletes advice during practice. 

Dallas hopes small lineup means big success
DALLAS BOYS BASKETBALL

DALLAS — The Dallas boys bas-
ketball team is out to prove last
year’s trip to the state playoffs was
only the beginning. 

The Dragons, fresh off a first
round appearance in the 2014-15
season, look to build on their third-
place finish. One the team’s top re-
turning players turned to an unlikely
source to improve his game. 

—
Senior Everett Minahan wanted to

make his final year at Dallas a mem-
orable one.

Minahan decided to do some-
thing new during the fall — play
football.

“Mainly because it’s my last year,”
Minahan said. “I thought I might as
well try and help the team out with
that.”

Now, Minahan hopes to take what

he learned in football and help him
lead Dallas’ boys’ basketball team to
the state playoffs.  

“ ( F o o t b a l l )
helped with my
athleticism,” Mina-
han said. “Not only
does it get you in
better shape, it helps
with  your  abi l i ty.
You’re quicker and lower to the
ground. I think it helps with on-ball
defense. You can move better. I also
think we got a better bond with the
players who were on the football
team.” 

Minahan, the Itemizer-Observer’s
2014-15 Player of the Year, returns to
lead a new-look Dragons’ team. Dal-
las lacks the tall, inside presence it’s
had in years past. Instead, the Drag-
ons are learning to play with a small-
er lineup built on getting open shots.  

“We have to take care of the ball
and knockdown shots,” Minahan

said. “We have to play scrappy de-
fense and get after it.” 

Minahan’s agility wasn’t the only
thing to improve during the offsea-
son. The senior added a new aspect
to his game — the long range shot. 

“I improved my range to the 3-
point line and being consistent from
there,” Minahan said. “I think we all
are learning how to play within the
offense and being aggressive while
keeping the team in mind as well.” 

Despite fielding a smaller lineup,
the Dragons are learning to play a
new style of ball — and they’re look-
ing to ride that style to a postseason
berth. 

“I think we can compete,” Mina-
han said. “Top four is what we’re
shooting for. We want to be compet-
itive. The first week of practice we
were just getting our legs under us
and seeing what we had. These last
few practices have been working out
the depth chart.” 

Ready to start
• Dallas’ wrestling team will

start the 2015-16 season at Mc-
Nary on Friday and at the Perry
Burlison Classic on Saturday.

• The Dragons saw 17
wrestlers qualify for the state
tournament last season. 

By Lukas Eggen
The Itemizer-Observer

LUKAS EGGEN/Itemizer-Observer file

Senior Everett Minahan will be one
of Dallas’ go-to players on offense
during the 2015-16 season.  
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