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“We called out two of our

staff (members) to make
sure these drains were
cleared of leaves and flowing
during the heaviest rain fall
Saturday night,” said Russ
Cooper, Monmouth’s public
works director.

The city of Dallas public
works employees did a pre-
emptive strike on possible
flooding, going out Friday to
clear storm drains.

“The most common cause
of water buildup and local-
ized flooding is clogged
storm drain grates,” said
Jason Locke, community de-
velopment operations direc-
tor for Dallas. “So we ask
that if people have them in
front of their house to rake
the leaves off of them to pre-
vent clogging.”

Some Facebook posts
from the U.S. National
Weather Service in Portland
and from Polk County CERT
(County Emergency Re-
sponse Team) encouraged
residents to check and clear
storm drains around their
home. 

“We tend to worry in
those events about localized

urban flooding,” Pyle said of
the first heavy rainfall of the
season. “There’s still a lot of
leaves out on the trees and
in the streets. We try and get
the word out to try and keep
those storm drains cleared.”

Cooper said this is a good
idea, but to use caution.

“They should avoid stand-
ing in the street and be extra
careful when clearing the
leaves from the tops of
storm drains,” he said.

While the rain still fell
s h o r t  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e
Willamette Valley’s rainfall
numbers up to average —
we’re at 26.47 inches since
Jan. 1, 5.37 inches shy of av-
erage numbers — the num-
bers are up since Oct. 1, 0.79
inches above average.

The Willamette Valley will
see a few more drenching
storms, but overall, the win-
ter is likely to be warmer and
drier than average, Pyle said.

“We’re going into a strong
El Nino winter right now,” he
said. El Nino does not relate
to Saturday’s storm, but
rather shows what kind of
winter to expect.

“This will be one of our
strongest El Nino events on

record, by most accounts, ei-
ther strongest or second
strongest,” Pyle noted. “We’ll
have some significant rain
events, but in general, El
Nino brings warmer and
drier conditions to the
Willamette Valley. Confi-
dence is high that it will be
warmer than average; pre-
cipitation will be near or
below normal.”

This  week is  Winter
Weather Awareness week.
For information on road
conditions call 511 within
Oregon, or 1-800-977-6368.
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Leaves can clog drains, which can lead to water buildup and localized flooding. 

Storm: Preparedness
prevents flooding issues

Early Deadlines for Veterans Day, November 11
For inclusion in the Nov. 11, Veteran’s Day, edition of the Itemizer-Observer

NEWS DEADLINES

Social news (weddings, engagements,

anniversaries, births, milestones)

5 p.m. on Wednesday.

Community events

Noon on Thursday for both the 

Community Notebook and 

Community Calendar.

Letters to the editor

10 a.m. on Friday.

Obituaries

4 p.m. on Friday.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES

Retail display ads

2 p.m. Thursday.

Classified display ads

Noon on Friday. 

Classified line ads

Noon on Friday. 

Classified ads are updated daily 

on www.polkio.com.

Public notices

Noon on Friday.

When you are grieving a 
loved one’s death, the holiday 
season can be especially painful.
Our Surviving the Holidays

seminar helps participants prepare
for the holidays and even 

discover hope for the future.

Thursday, November 12
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Call today for more information

503-917-1625
Sponsored by

Cross & Crown Ministries

Saturday • Nov 7, 2015

Ash Creek Preserve
Western Oregon University

Hosted by

Join us for the 2015 NCAA

Division II Cross Country

West Region Championships

Women’s 6,000 Meter

Championship Race at

10:00 AM

Men’s 10,000 Meter

Championship Race at

11:15 AM

FREE ADMISSION

For a full schedule of events

visit our website

www.wouwolves.com

Call us.
The Itemizer Observer can help you expand your market share, and make 

your business more profitable. Call Heidi, Rachel or Karen at 503-623-2373.

ADVERTISING THAT WORKS.


