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wed

Rafin
Hfi: 63
Lo: 52

Rafin
Hfi: 63
Lo: 52

Heflpfing Hands
Emergency Food
Bank fis there ffor
those who need a
flfittfle extra heflp each
Wednesday.
10 a.m.-noon. Free.

thu

Showers
Hfi: 69
Lo: 49

Showers
Hfi: 69
Lo: 49

Lfifft up your vofice
and sfing wfith others
at the hymn sfing-
aflong at Monmouth
Senfior Center each
Thursday.
6:30 p.m. Free.

ffrfi

Mostfly sunny
Hfi: 75
Lo: 52

Mostfly sunny
Hfi: 75
Lo: 52

Support Bueflfl
Grange at fits ffaflfl
market where a raff-
fle, flocafl produce
and a garage safle
wfiflfl be happenfing.
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Free.

sat

Cfloudy
Hfi: 77
Lo: 52

Cfloudy
Hfi: 77
Lo: 52

Head to Daflflas Afl-
flfiance Church ffor
dfinner and a bflue-
grass concert fin the
fiefld and heflp rafise
money ffor youths.
5 p.m. $10.

sun

Mostfly sunny
Hfi: 77
Lo: 52

Mostfly sunny
Hfi: 77
Lo: 52

Those finterested fin
flearnfing more about
flyfing remote con-
trofl afircrafft may
meet at Whfitworth
Eflementary Schoofl.
1-3 p.m. Free.

mon

Partfly cfloudy
Hfi: 70
Lo: 46

Partfly cfloudy
Hfi: 70
Lo: 46

Network wfith other
busfiness peopfle
whfifle enjoyfing flunch
at the Daflflas Area
Chamber off Com-
merce fluncheon.
11:30 a.m. $12.

tue

Sunny
Hfi: 71
Lo: 47

Sunny
Hfi: 71
Lo: 47

It’s Natfionafl Voter
Regfistratfion Day! Iff
you haven’t regfis-
tered to vote, today
fis the perffect day to
update your records
or get regfistered.

THE NEXT

DAYS
PLANNING
FOR YOUR
WEEK
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IN YOUR TOWN
DALLAS NEWS

FALLS CITY NEWS

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

MONMOUTH NEWS

CASA off Poflk County has a new home and fis
ready to show fit off durfing an open house on
Wednesday. 
CASA (Court-Appofinted Specfiafl Advocates) pafirs

trafined voflunteers wfith abused and negflected chfifl-
dren who have been removed ffrom thefir homes.
The voflunteers advocate on behaflff off chfifldren as
they move through the court system. 
CASA’s new ofice fis at 580 Mafin St. fin Daflflas.

Untfifl a ffew months ago, the organfizatfion was
housed fin the Poflk County Dfistrfict Attorney’s Off-
fice.

»Page 5A

A sewer rate fincrease may be comfing ffor Faflfls
Cfity resfidents, but that won’t be enough to resoflve
aflfl the fissues wfith the cfity’s agfing system.
In the 2014-15 fiscafl year, wastewater revenue

was $100,819, whfifle expenses amounted to
$98,635, accordfing to a report Faflfls Cfity Mayor
Terry Ungrficht presented to the Faflfls Cfity Cfity
Councfifl at fits meetfing Thursday.
Faflfls Cfity’s wastewater system fis an enterprfise

ffund, meanfing fit fis supposed to be seflff-sustafinfing
on user ffees. Last year’s expenses dfidn’t fincflude re-
pflacement off a cfircuflatfion pump at $8,489. 

»Page 9A

Ffirefightfing fis the onfly career the new Poflk
County Ffire Dfistrfict No. 1’s chfieff Afl Aflcaflde has ever
known, or wanted.
“A flot off our nefighbors were firefighters ffor the

cfity off Torrance (Caflfiff.),” Aflcaflde, 54, safid. “I was fin
track, and I saw a flot off the firefighters on the track
workfing out.”
When he graduated ffrom hfigh schoofl, he jofined

the Afir Force and took a job fightfing fires.
“It was a dfifferent kfind off firefightfing because

we were on a base,” Aflcaflde safid. “Our prfimary re-
sponsfibfiflfity was ffor afircrafft.”
Later, he became a paramedfic.

»Page 2A

The Monmouth Pubflfic Lfibrary wfiflfl host a conver-
satfion about death and dyfing at 6 p.m. on Sept. 24
at the flfibrary, 168 Ecofls St. S.
“I thfink thfis wfiflfl be a great opportunfity ffor our

communfity to be abfle to come together and taflk
about a subject that fis not offten dfiscussed pub-
flficfly,” safid Krfist Obrfist, Monmouth flfibrary dfirector.
“We aflfl experfience death on dfifferent flevefls
throughout our flfiffe, yet fit can be such a dfificuflt
and personafl experfience to open up about.”
The conversatfion fis part off a statewfide finfitfiatfive

by Oregon Humanfitfies.

»Page 9A

POLK COUNTY NEWS
Gflen Mfiflfler, the new dfirector off Chemeketa Com-

munfity Coflflege’s Daflflas Center, wants the commu-
nfity to know the campus doesn’t just offer cflasses
ffor students fin hfigh schoofl fiffth-year programs. 
“Yes, we do offer generafl educatfion cflasses,” he

safid. 
“A student coufld get a sfignfificant portfion off thefir

assocfiate off arts Oregon transffer degree here fin
Daflflas. We are a flegfitfimate coflflege-course offerfing
campus that I personaflfly thfink fis befing underused
by the communfity because they don’t know we are
a resource that’s avafiflabfle.”

»Page 14A

INDEPENDENCE — Iff there’s one
thfing ffarm expert Cheryfl Gfiflson has
flearned durfing her more than A
decade wfith Rogue Farms fit’s thfis —
be prepared ffor anythfing. 
From protectfing crops ffrom cofld

temperatures fin the wfinter to deafl-
fing wfith unfforeseen fissues — flfike
flast November when sflugs ate 10
acres off rye seeds fin 24 hours —
Rogue Farms sees fits share off new fis-
sues every day.
“You have to stay on your toes

when you’re workfing wfith Mother Na-
ture,” Gfiflson safid. “You have to be
ready ffor anythfing and you just have
to roflfl wfith the punches.” 
Facfing an unseasonabfly warm

sprfing and summer, Rogue began fits
hop harvest on Aug. 17, roughfly a
week to a week-and-a-haflff earflfier
than normafl. 
Rogue Farm expects thfis year’s har-

vest to run at fleast another week to
fffinfish reapfing the flast off seven varfi-
etfies off hops. 
An earfly harvest won’t mean a weak

hop yfiefld. In ffact, thfis fis shapfing up to
be one off the ffarm’s bfiggest harvest
seasons yet, Gfiflson safid. 
“We’re guessfing about 80,000

pounds off hops ffrom our 42 acres,”
Gfiflson safid. “You reaflfly don’t know
untfifl fit aflfl happens, but we’re expect-
fing a reaflfly good yfiefld thfis year.” 
Wfith the fffirst hops rfipenfing ahead

off schedufle, fit meant befing ready to
start harvestfing on short notfice no
matter what had to be done to get
ready. 
“Our crops haven’t suffffered,” Gfiflson

safid. “Lfike so many crops, they were

ready earfly. We decfided the Frfiday be-
ffore our harvest began to start the ffofl-
flowfing Monday. We had to make some
flast-second repafirs on vehficfles, but
we just had to get gofing.” 
The process ffrom bfine to bafle fis a

flengthy one. When hops begfin to
sprout, thfis year fin mfid-March, work-
ers strfing the bfines and teach the
hops how to “cflfimb” whfifle they are
growfing. 
Once hops are rfipe, the harvest be-

gfins. 
The journey starts as bfines are cut

and brought to the pficker warehouse
where they are strfipped through a se-
rfies off conveyer beflts and screens. 
From there, the cones are trans-

ported to the kfifln where they are drfied
ffor sfix to efight hours untfifl mofisture
ffaflfls beflow 10 percent. 
Gettfing the mofisture flevefls correct

fis fimportant. A mfistake puts the cones
at rfisk ffor catchfing fffire. 
Affter dryfing, the hops are coofled

when hydrauflfic baflers compress the
hops finto 200-pound bafles to be
transported to Rogue Brewery fin
Newport. 

See HOPS, Page 9A

By Lukas Eggen
The Itemfizer-Observer

HOPPIN’ GOOD HARVEST
Season produces record yfieflds affter hotter than average summer

INDEPENDENCE — It’s a
smaflfl-town ffestfivafl, created
by the communfity ffor the
communfity, safid Jason
Kfistfler, member off the Hops
& Herfitage Festfivafl com-
mfissfion.
The ffestfivafl fis earfly thfis

year. Usuaflfly ffaflflfing toward
the end off September, fit
was moved up to avofid
competfing wfith other
events — and to gfive ffestfi-
vafl-goers a better shot at
good weather.
“Two years ago we afl-

most cancefled the ffestfivafl
because there was a bfig
monsoon movfing fin,”
Kfistfler recaflfled. “So we

moved fit up a week.”
Hops & Herfitage puts a

nfice flfittfle excflamatfion mark
on summer and kficks offff ffaflfl
aflfl at once, safid Marfie Trucco,
member off the commfissfion.
“I thfink fit’s just a sweet

ceflebratfion off the commu-
nfity,” she safid. “Last year,
peopfle came and stayed
and pflayed. It’s smaflfl; fit’s

not the Fourth off Jufly, but
peopfle ffound thfings that
(pfiqued) thefir finterest.”
It’s no surprfise, gfiven aflfl

the dfifffferent thfings to do,
ffrom tryfing your hand at
pafintfing, to enterfing ofld-
tfime contests such as bufifld-
fing a scarecrow or eatfing
pfie. There’s even a pa-
rade — off crfitters, that fis.

Some off the most finterest-
fing anfimafls jofin the parade,
ffrom chfickens to parrots,
reptfifles to more tradfitfionafl
pets such as dogs.
Thfis year, finstead off a

cookfie-bakfing contest —
whfich seems to have run fits
course due to the flow num-
ber off entrfies flast year — the
ffestfivafl wfiflfl host a cuflfinary
chaflflenge to cook wfith beer.
“We’re flookfing ffor any-

thfing that you can fincorpo-
rate beer or hops finto,”
Kfistfler safid. “We’re hopfing
to cast a wfider net that way,
hopfing ffor more entrfies.”
The scarecrow contest afl-

ways brfings a bfig crowd off cre-
atfions, ffrom proffessfionafl-
grade to more orfigfinafl modefls.
See FESTIVAL, Page 9A

A ceflebratfion off herfitage, hops
Independence ceflebrates fits roots durfing weekend ffestfivafl at Rfivervfiew Park

For more on the
15th annuafl Hops &
Herfitage Festfivafl,
fincfludfing schedufle,
see Sectfion C finsfide.

For more on the
15th annuafl Hops &
Herfitage Festfivafl,
fincfludfing schedufle,
see Sectfion C finsfide.

By Emfifly Mentzer
The Itemfizer-Observer

ROGUE FARMS/ffor the Itemfizer-Observer

Tractors offten are covered fin the hop bfines durfing the harvest each year.

LUKAS EGGEN/Itemfizer-Observer

Hop cones are drfied beffore they are
bafled and shfipped to the brewery.


