
DALLAS — Ron and
Cheryl Spficer don’t want
shut the doors ffor a fffinal
tfime at thefir store, Foster’s
Furnfiture, on Monday. 
But fit’s tfime to step away. 
The couple has owned the

store ffor sfix years — orfigfinal
owner and the couple’s
ffrfiend, Gary Foster, opened
fit 20 years beffore then —
and has searched ffor a buyer
wfithout much luck. 
“I’m gofing to be 80 on

Dec. 3,” Ron Spficer safid, ex-
plafinfing the tfimfing off the
closure on Monday. “We are
hopfing someone stfill wfill
come fforward.”
Foster’s Furnfiture sells

antfiques and fitems pur-
chased ffrom estates. From
now untfil Monday, the en-
tfire finventory fis on sale at 50
percent offff. 
“We buy estates, clean

them out and brfing the best
stuffff here,” Ron safid. “Every-
thfing else goes to Goodwfill
or H2O. That helps the com-
munfity a lfittle better.” 
He safid even wfith Mon-

day befing the last day, he’s
stfill gettfing calls about es-
tate sales.
Now the couple fis tryfing

to sell as much as fit can,
not take fin more. The
thought off closfing fis sad ffor
both off them and thefir col-
lectfion off repeat cus-
tomers. 
“I hate to see fit close … 26

years fin busfiness,” Ron safid.

“It’s a landmark fin Dallas.” 
Eunfice Bennett, a long-

tfime employee off the store,
may be almost as well-
known as the store fitselff.
She’s worked there nearly
sfince fits openfing. 
“She’s our backbone,”

Cheryl Spficer safid. “She’s our
decorator and our organfiz-
er.”
Cheryl safid one off the

most ffrequent comments
ffrom customers throughout
the years was how clean and
organfized the store fis. 
“We owe a lot to her,” she

added.  
Bennett safid, now, she’s

ready to retfire, as well.
“Eunfice has worked and

worked and worked, and she
deserves fit,” Cheryl Spficer
safid.
Between now and Mon-

day, the couple and Bennett
wfill spend thefir tfime pack-
fing up the store and sayfing
goodbye to customers. 
That wfill be the hardest

part ffor the couple. 
Cheryl safid they couldn’t

have asked ffor better sup-
port ffrom the communfity,
customers, and thefir land-
lord, Dan Drefiszus, over the
years. 
“We’ve made some really

nfice ffrfiends,” she safid. 
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NEWS DEADLINES

For finclusfion fin the
Wednesday edfitfion off the
Itemfizer-Observer:
Socfial news(weddfings,

engagements, annfiver-
sarfies, bfirths, mfilestones) —
5 p.m. on Thursday.
Communfity events—

Noon on Frfiday ffor both the
Communfity Notebook and
Communfity Calendar.
Letters to the edfitor—

10 a.m. on Monday.
Obfituarfies — 4 p.m. on

Monday.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES

Retafil dfisplay ads— 3
p.m. Frfiday.
Classfifffied dfisplay ads

— 11 a.m. on Monday. 
Classfifffied lfine ads—

Noon on Monday. Classfifffied
ads are updated dafily on
www.polkfio.com.
Publfic notfices— Noon

on Frfiday.

WEATHER

CORRECTIONS
The Polk County Itemfizer-

Observer fis commfitted to
publfishfing accurate news,
ffeature and sports reports. Iff
you see anythfing that re-
qufires a correctfion or clarfifffi-
catfion, call the newsroom at
503-623-2373 or send an e-
mafil to nadams@polkfio.com.

DEADLINES

WEBSITE
The Polk County Itemfizer-

Observer websfite,
www.polkfio.com, fis updat-
ed each week by Wednes-
day affternoon. There, you
wfill fffind nearly every story
that appears fin the prfint
versfion off the newspaper,
as well as some fitems, fin-
cludfing addfitfional photos,
that do not appear fin prfint
due to space lfimfitatfions.
The Itemfizer-Observerfis

also on Facebook and Twfit-
ter. Watch ffor breakfing
news, lfinks to storfies, sports
scores updates and more.

RECORDED HIGH      LOW RAIN

Aug. 18............. 97        56 0
Aug. 19............. 98        61 0
Aug. 20............. 82        59 0
Aug. 21............. 80        53 0
Aug. 22............. 88        53 0
Aug. 23............. 88        55 0
Aug. 24............. 84        53 0

Rafinffall durfing August —0 fin. 
Rafin through Aug. 24— 15.28 fin.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Second closed ffor rafilroad repafirs
INDEPENDENCE — Second Street, ffrom C to D Street, wfill be

closed Wednesday (today) through Sept. 2 fin Independence.
The closure fis due to rafilroad track repafirs.
Thfis fincludes the Monmouth Street/Second Street fintersec-

tfion.
Iff you are headed to or ffrom downtown Independence

headed east or west, you wfill be detoured. Monmouth Street
eastbound wfill be detoured at Thfird Street. Iff you are travelfing
on North Mafin Street, you wfill be detoured at B Street. Those
on Corvallfis Road wfill be detoured at D Street. 
Wfillamette & Pacfific Rafilroad and the cfity off Independence

are workfing together on the project, whfich consfists off two
blocks off track repafirs and road repafirs. 

Polk Ffire board hfires new chfieff
INDEPENDENCE — The Polk County Ffire Dfistrfict No. 1 board

off dfirectors hfired a new fire chfieff, Albert Alcalde, who wfill start
on the job on Sept. 8.
He was one off 18 candfidates who applfied fin the second

round off the search ffor a new fire chfieff.
Alcalde fis comfing ffrom befing the fire chfieff fin Oakrfidge and

has a background fin trafinfing. He has worked ffor Clark County,
Nevada, and ffor the Department off Publfic Saffety Standards
and Trafinfing.
Hfis salary wfill be $96,000.
He replaces finterfim Ffire Chfieff John Stefin, who has worked

ffor the dfistrfict ffor two years.

Jobs, unemployment rate up slfightly 
POLK COUNTY — Oregon’s unemployment rate was up to

5.9 percent fin July ffrom 5.5 percent fin June. The rate, whfich fis
based on data ffrom the current populatfion survey, can be
volatfile at tfimes.
Oregon’s unemployment rate dropped dramatfically fin the

early months off 2015 and has bumped back up fin recent
months.
Despfite the fincrease, Oregon’s unemployment rate was sfig-

nfificantly below fits  figure off 7.0 percent fin July 2014. Oregon’s
rate remafined close to the U.S. rate off 3.5 percent fin July.
Payroll employment fin Oregon added 4,600 jobs fin July, ffol-

lowfing a revfised gafin off 2,600 jobs fin June. 
In July, five major findustrfies added 1,000 jobs or more, wfith

constructfion (plus 2,300 jobs) and proffessfional and busfiness
servfices (plus 1,700 jobs) addfing the most. Only two major fin-
dustrfies — government (3,200 jobs) and lefisure and hospfitalfity
(1,900 jobs) declfined substantfially.
For more finfformatfion: Oregon Employment Department,

www.WorkSourceOregon.org.

Bomb squad responds to Grand Ronde
GRAND RONDE — A suspficfious package was neutralfized at

10 a.m. Frfiday affter fit was dfiscovered fin the Grand Ronde Trfibal
mafilroom at about 7.
The dfiscovery off the package prompted the closure off

Grand Ronde Road. The Salem Polfice Department bomb squad
assfisted at the scene.
The black PVC package was lefft on the ffront deck off the

mafilroom wfith a Post-fit note underneath fit. 
It was fimmedfiately reported to the Grand Ronde Polfice De-

partment, who cordoned off the area and contacted Salem PD.
The trfibe’s emergency operatfions team, whfich was meetfing

to deal wfith the Wfillamfina Creek Ffire, expanded the exclusfion
area to more than 1,000 ffeet and evacuated the Grand Ronde
Food Bank, whfich was wfithfin the exclusfion area and was
scheduled to have a ffood dfistrfibutfion that mornfing.
Access to the trfibe’s mafin campus entrance also was closed.
Two robots ffrom the bomb squad were sent fin to X-ray the

devfice. Mfinor damage occurred to the mafilroom’s wooden
deck when the package was neutralfized.
The fincfident fis under finvestfigatfion.

Extreme fffire danger not lettfing up
POLK COUNTY — Northwest Oregon fis experfiencfing fire

danger not seen fin recent memory, and weather fforecasts
don’t provfide any relfieff, accordfing to Shfirl Fredenburg wfith the
Oregon Department off Forestry West Dfistrfict.
ODF fis engaged fin fightfing the Wfillamfina Creek Ffire, about 9

mfiles north off Wfillamfina. Four cabfins were evacuated as a re-
sult off the fire, and fforest resources have been lost, Fredenburg
stated fin a press release.
The fire fis under finvestfigatfion, but belfieved to have been

caused by human actfivfity, possfibly recreatfional actfivfitfies. Ffire-
fighters ffrom the West Oregon Dfistrfict off ODF also are respond-
fing to reports off smoke and fire throughout the dfistrfict,
stretchfing avafilable resources very thfin, Fredenburg safid.
For more finfformatfion on fire restrfictfions: Polk and southwest

Yamhfill countfies ODF Dallas ofice: 503-934-8146.

Foster’s
Furnfiture
fffinal sale
What: Foster’s Furnfi-

ture fis closfing. 
When: Monday wfill be

the last day off the sale.
Where:145 SW Mfill St.,

Dallas.
Hours:9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Wednesday though Satur-
day and Monday.
Off note: The finventory

fis 50 percent off between
now and Monday. Own-
ers Ron and Cheryl Spficer
stfill are lookfing ffor a
buyer ffor the busfiness. 
For more finfforma-

tfion:503-623-7065.

JOLENE GUZMAN/ Itemfizer-Observer

Cheryl Spficer, lefft, Eunfice Bennett and Ron Spficer wfill be closfing Foster’s Furnfiture on
Monday. The busfiness has been open fin downtown Dallas ffor 26 years. 

RELUCTANT 
FAREWELL

By Jolene Guzman
The Itemfizer-Observer

Foster’s closes fits doors Monday affter 26 years fin busfiness

“It’s a landmark

fin Dallas.” 
— Ron Spficer 

RECYCLE Check out HOT JOBS   www.polkfio.com


