
SALEM — Steven Hurst
had a bffig decffisffion to make
Aug. 19. Upon reachffing the
checkout stand at Shopko,
Steven, 9, had reached hffis
$150 lffimffit and he had to
make a choffice — keep a
cool paffir off shorts or a shffirt. 
Steven ponders hffis decffi-

sffion beffore poffintffing. 
“I want the shorts,” he

proclaffims, and the cashffier
adds the shorts to hffis bag. 
Steven was one off more

than 40 Polk County stu-
dents to take part ffin the
Communffity Back to School
Basffic Clothffing Excursffion. 
“Thffis ffis my ffavorffite event

that we put on,” Salvatffion
Army Dffirector off Socffial
Servffices Melffissa Baurer saffid.
“It seems lffike we hear dffiffffer-
ent storffies every year and
that gffives me motffivatffion.” 

The Salvatffion Army re-
ceffived money ffrom the
Unffited Way and worked wffith
local organffizatffions ffin Polk
and Marffion countffies to se-

lect more than 100 kffids to
take part ffin the program.
The Salvatffion Army coordffi-
nated the event, whffich
began by takffing kffids and

volunteers to the Kroc Cen-
ter ffin Salem ffor lunch and a
swffim. 
Upon arrffivffing at Shopko,

students were paffired wffith a
shoppffing buddy who helped
them shop ffor new clothes
ffor the school year. 
Each student receffived a

$150 Shopko gffifft card at the
cash regffister to cover ex-
penses. 
Thanks ffin part to the

Unffited Way, whffich spon-
sored about 70 percent off
the event, Baurer saffid the
event took more than100
kffids, whffich were splffit over
two days. 
More than 30 volunteers

came out to be shoppffing
buddffies.
“In the past, we struggled

to ffffind volunteers,” Baurer
saffid. “Thffis year, they came
out really strong. It’s really a
communffity effffort out here.”
See SHOPPING, Page 15A
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Steven Hurst and Jack Dollarhffide dffiscuss theffir haul durffing the Communffity Back to School Basffic Clothffing Excursffion.

Gettffing ready ffor the bffig day

By Lukas Eggen
The Itemffizer-Observer
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Walter Mosley decffides whether to pffick up a new shffirt
durffing the clothffing excursffion at Shopko on Aug. 19. 

Polk County youths shop ffor ffffirst day off school wffith Salvatffion Army’s help

INDEPENDENCE — Students ffin second grade may end
up ffffillffing jobs that haven’t even been ffinvented yet, saffid
Independence Economffic Development Dffirector Shawn
Irvffine.
“How do you traffin kffids to be adaptable, to be problem

solvers, to be crffitffical thffinkers, whffich ffis basffically what you
need to be to have the skffills ffor a job that you don’t even
know what ffit’s goffing to be,” Irvffine saffid.
Enter the Innovate Oregon ffinffitffiatffive by the Technology

Assocffiatffion off Oregon Foundatffion. The ffoundatffion desffig-
nated the cffity off Independence as an Innovate Oregon
cffity, whffich wffill help brffing traffinffing and resources ffor edu-
cators to ffoster an envffironment off hands-on, crffitffical
thffinkffing learnffing — usffing technology.
Teachers become more lffike mentors, helpffing groups off

students come up wffith a real-world problem, Irvffine saffid.
“They break ffinto teams and research the problem, pro-

pose some potentffial solutffions, dffiscuss whffich ones make
sense, whffich ones are ffeasffible, whffich ones aren’t,” Irvffine
saffid. Then, students desffign a prototype solutffion.
“They do thffis ffocused on learnffing codffing as well,” he

saffid. “Obvffiously, tech companffies are tryffing to traffin ffuture
tech workers. The realffity off our socffiety ffis ffit’s becomffing
more and more tech. It’s never goffing to be a bad thffing to
know a lffittle codffing and how codffing works.”
The learnffing model ffisn’t goffing to be rffight ffor every

classroom, partfficularly because ffit ffis more problem-
based, not test-based, Irvffine saffid.
“A lot off what (the ffoundatffion) ffis talkffing about ffis affter-

school programs,” he noted. “Affter-school programs, they
can do anythffing they want. You don’t have to have per-
fformance crffiterffia and all that.”
For more ffinfformatffion: www.techoregon.org.

Indy hopes to
ffoster tech ed
By Emffily Mentzer
The Itemffizer-Observer

Long named prffincffipal off MVCA
MONMOUTH — Mffid-Valley Chrffistffian Academy announced

the appoffintment off Mffiranda Long to the prffincffipal posffitffion, eff-
ffectffive ffimmedffiately. 
Gaye Stewart wffill serve as superffintendent ffor the 2015-16

school year.
Mffid-Valley Chrffistffian Academy ffis a natffionally accredffited

school through the Northwest Accredffitatffion Commffissffion and
AvancEd. 
Regffistratffion ffor the upcomffing school year ffis avaffilable

through the school office ffrom 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CHS regffistratffion due on Frffiday
INDEPENDENCE — Regffistratffion ffor the 2015-16 school year

at Central Hffigh School ffis due Frffiday. 
Regffistratffion packets were maffiled out on July 30 and fforms

may be maffiled to the school or dropped off durffing busffiness
hours, 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Frffiday. 
The school ffis located at 1530 Monmouth St., Independence.


